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419-671-0001

There is still time to
register for the

2022-23 school year.

Facebook.com/TPSProud

Twitter.com/TPSProud

TPS.org

ELEMENTARY
Toledo Public Schools strives to provide elementary school students with a 

strong educational foundation that will prepare them for high school and 

beyond.

• Students go to state-of-the-art schools that are in their neighborhood

• Our highly trained, caring teachers support their students and guide 

 them toward academic success   

• Students have access to the latest technology

• TPS offers a variety of classes including music, art and gym  

• TPS provides free transportation to students who live more than 

 one mile from their home school

Elementary Open House
Wednesday, August 17 from 6 - 7:30 p.m.

First Day of School for Elementary Schools
Monday, August 22

First Day of School for Kindergarten Schools
Wednesday, August 31

First Day of School for Pre-K Schools
Wednesday, August 31

First Day of School
for Freshmen
Monday, August 22

First Day of School 
for Sophomores
Tuesday, August 23

First Day of School for 
Juniors and Seniors
Wednesday, August 24

HIGH SCHOOL
Toledo Public Schools strives to ensure high school students are college and 

career ready when they graduate. Students have access to an array of college 

prep classes and career tech focused-programs to prepare them for the future. 

• Our highly trained, caring teachers support their students and guide them 
 toward academic success   

• Students attend state-of-the-art schools and have access to the latest 
 technology and online classes

• TPS offers free transportation to students who live more than one mile from 
 their home school

• With more than 30 career technology programs, students can begin 
 preparing for a career path

• TPS offers music, art and gym classes, along with numerous extra-curricular 
 activities and sports
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Nonvoting is a fruitless temper tantrum.    
            – Bruce Wright, Judge 

The November 
General 
Election: An 
Early Preview
By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, Ph.D.

The Truth Contributor

... continued on page 12

With results from the August 2, 2022, Primary Election in the bag, candi-
dates can now focus solely on the November 8 General Election. 

Here are a few decisive races to keep an eye on:  
Ohio Senator District 11: Paula Hicks-Hudson vs. Tony Dia
������ ��	
��������� �������� ����� ����	��������	��� ������� ������� ��-

tempts to move to the Ohio Senate after serving in the Ohio House of Repre-
sented since 2019. The 1973 graduate of Spellman College also has a graduate 
degree from Colorado State and a law degree from the University of Iowa. The 
longtime attorney has also served several terms on Toledo City Council.

While in the Ohio House of Representatives, Hicks-Hudson was assigned 
to several committees, most recently, the Joint Legislative Ethics, House Fi-
nance, House Rules and Reference, and the Agriculture and Conservation 
committees. 

Hicks-Hudson, a Democrat, will face Republican businessman Tony Dia. He 
fell just one position shy of a Toledo City Council At-large seat in 2021. 

��������������������	�����������������������������!��������"�#���������������
�����������������������������������	���������$������		���������������"����������
way he has a shot is if the Republican caucus in Columbus decides to invest 
substantial resources in his campaign. 

Outlook: Paula Hicks-Hudson wins easily. 
Ohio House District 41: Nancy Larson (D) vs. Josh Williams (R)
The Republican Party has targeted this race as one they want to win badly. 
Josh Williams has a compelling life story. His brand follows the conservative 

�������%������%��	����!��%������������	����!�����������������	������		����
through hard work without the need for “liberal social safety nets.” 

Williams, an African American, has already raised a ton of money, and con-
servatives are prepared to drop an unlimited amount of additional resources to 
accomplish their goal. It would not be out of the realm of possibility for the 
Republican Party to drop a million dollars into a state race that usually could 
$�������&'*�+++����&/+�+++"�����5������	���������������%�����
�����������
whole redistricting plan was to create toss-up districts to appease the court and 
win them with money and power.  

However, local Republican and Independent women could trampoline off 
the Kansas abortion surprise, where more than 58 percent of that traditionally 
ruby red state’s voters unexpectedly voted to protect abortion rights. That obvi-
��������������;�����������������	���$�����	����������������������	���"�

On the other hand, women have often opposed many conservative policies 
and nevertheless turned around to support Republican candidates who viewed 
those issues differently.

Outlook: Toss-up with a slight edge to Williams because of his potential 
funding advantage.

Ohio House District 42: Erika White vs. Derek Merrin
Like the Larson vs. Williams race, this contest will depend on how much 

����	���� �������� ���� 5������	��� 	������� ��	��%��� ����� <�������"� =����
5������	���� ���	��%�� =������ ��� �� >
��� ������ <��?� ��������"@������ $����
����������B����!�������<�����������%������$������������������%���"�=������
has also been described as a “loose cannon,” so the Republicans clearly are not 
passionate about him.

���%��������=��������������������������5������	�����������������������-
able district. The old boundaries went over to Fulton County and included 
all of Western Lucas County and Waterville, where he was the mayor. With 
redistricting, he’s been moved into a highly competitive district against a for-
midable candidate in Erika White. 

The dynamic and charismatic White has a message similar to U.S. Senate 

Christian Nationalism 
…An Oxymoron?
By Lafe Tolliver, Esq

Guest Column

A topic that has gained and is gaining more 
momentum because of the recent visit of Hun-
garian right-wing leader, Victor Orban, to the 
CPAC conference recently held in Texas, is 
that of “Christian Nationalism.”

As covered by the mass media, the Hungar-
ian ruler is against “race-mixing” and believes 
that such mingling with “others” will be and 
can be the downfall of European culture.

The delight of Fox News, Tucker Carlson, is 
swooningly enthralled with the comments of Orban that he even visited 
Hungary to get a close up and personal interview with the new darling of 
the far political right.

 It is no hidden secret that repeated comments made by Tucker Carlson 
tip toe on the verge of him saying outright, “America is a Christian na-
tionalistic country, and I am all for it!”

The Hungarian leader received a standing ovation at the right-wing 
QX��	�������	���$��	��$�������������������������������=��B�����
�������Q�������5���	�������������������������������$������	����������
solace in the racial diatribes of Orban.

��������������������$�������
�����������������������������<���������
nationalism and what it means, culturally and economically and politi-
cally for Americans and, using my best English, “it ain’t good.”

Christian nationalism is an oxymoron (two words jammed together that 
���������������������������Y��������������������������������������%����
�����<�����������������������������������������<������������������������
are an anathema when used together.

Permit me to state that the word Christian is directly derived from the 
word Christ and the word Christ means, the anointed one and that anoint-
ing directly refers to Jesus, the Son of God.

When you examine biblically what Christ stood for and his teachings 
and lifestyle, you will quickly discern that Christ was not a nationalist in 
any sense of the word because he repeatedly told his anxious disciples 
that he did not come to restore or establish an earthly kingdom by which 
Israel would be preeminent in political or economic power.

The Christ spoke of his kingdom not being of this world and he did 
not attempt to lead any resurrection to have Israel restored to any former 
glory.

The use of the word “nationalism” bespeaks of worldly structures and 
policies that favor certain people over “other” people and speaks of a 
militant style of ruling that purportedly acknowledges Christ as its titular 
head.

Z����[�<����������������������������%��������������������\�����]�������
narrowly views their goals and agenda via a potent brew of racial sub-

... continued on page 12

Program subject to change with or without notice. Other restrictions  
may apply. Please see lender for complete details. Subject to credit approval.
1Actual amount applied at closing.
2Property must be located within one of the following counties: Allen Ohio, Allen Indiana, 
Defiance, Delaware, Franklin, Hancock, Lucas, Madison, Union, Williams, or Wood.
3Borrower income must be below 80% of the area median income, or property must be located 
in a low- to moderate-income census tract, as updated annually by the FFIEC (Federal Financial 
Institutions Examination Council).

DO YOU QUALIFY?
• Purchase of a primary residence located within State Bank’s lending area2

• Must meet borrower or geography low- to moderate-income eligibility requirements3

• A signed purchase agreement must be presented to reserve funds

State Bank CARE Grant funds are limited, so APPLY TODAY.

A Grant up to $1,500 towards your  
Mortgage Closing Costs!1

YourStateBank.com

1900 Monroe Street, Suite 108 
Toledo, OH 43604

419.508.0806

930 W. Market Street
Lima, OH 45805

419.228.3361
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State Re. Juanita Brent

Ohio Dems Take Issue with Vance Statement on 
Slavery and Abortion
By Dawn Scotland

The Truth Reporter

“He owes all Ohioans an apology.”

This was the joint sentiment of State Representative Terrence Upchurch and 
State Representative Candidate Erika White during a virtual press conference 
Monday morning in which the Ohio Democratic Party addressed Republican 
Senate candidate JD Vance’s comments comparing abortion to slavery.

Black Democratic leaders, including State Representative Juanita Brent 
(Ohio Legislative Black Caucus President) and State Representatives Cath-
erine Ingram, Upchurch and White, addressed the comments the conservative 
U.S. Senate hopeful made last fall: 

“There’s something comparable between abortion and slavery, and that while 
the people who obviously suffer the most are those subjected to it, I think it has 
this morally distorting effect on the entire society,” Vance, the GOP nominee 
for an open Ohio Senate seat, said in an interview with the Catholic Current 
last October. (source: Vice.com)

In the interview Vance also referred to an Abraham Lincoln quote on slavery 
in his stance against abortion. 

“What JD Vance is doing [comparing abortion to slavery] is rooted in rac-
ism,” said Brent. “It does not focus on the most important thing: that women 
will not be able to access healthcare. And that’s what abortion is: Healthcare.”

“It is infuriating that J.D. Vance compared abortion to slavery. Plain and 
simple, J.D. Vance doesn’t know what he’s talking about, said Upchurch. 
“Women having control over their own bodies is what this issue is about. 
And comparing abortion to slavery is dangerous and out-of-bounds.”

One month after the overturning of Roe V. Wade in which the right to 
abortion has been removed and access to abortions have been limited, the 
����	����	� ������ ���	��� ���	����� %��$� ����� ��� ��� �������� ��� $����� ���
black women.

5��"�#�!����{�����%�	��	��������X;|<����	��������|��	
�=���������������
Caucus) doesn’t want Vance’s apology. “The idea that he would talk about 
slavery and talk about the disproportionate impact on Black females. How 
dare he...I don’t want his apology as a Black female in the state of Ohio...
How dare you insult Black women and all women with the notion that we 
don’t know how to make a decision [about maternal health.” 

Rep. Ingram says this is a continuation of repeated “draconian policies” 
of Republicans “that [for years] have been negatively impacting women pe-
riod…and black women period.”

“If you cared about [the betterment of black women] you’d make sure we 
had a salary that was a livable wage, if you cared you would make sure there 
was not disparities in healthcare, if you cared you would make sure our chil-
dren had day care and a good education….shame on them.”

“Comparing abortion to slavery isn’t the only out-of-touch thing J.D. 
Vance has said on abortion,” stated White. “He’s even called rape ‘inconve-
nient’ and when asked if he supports abortion in the cases of incest said that 
‘two wrongs don’t make a right.’” 

The party stated that “extreme rhetoric” such as this from Vance has no 
place in the U.S. Senate.

State Rep. Terrence 
Upchurch Erika White

Page 4 August 10, 2022
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Angelica Johnson

Angelica Johnson: Coordinator of Lourdes 
University’s Like Me Program
By Fletcher Word

Sojourner’s Truth Editor

“We don’t want any students of color to feel they don’t have the opportu-
nity,” says Angelica Johnson, recently appointed coordinator for the Lourdes 
University Like Me Program. 

�������������������	����������������������������;�������;�
��=�����!����
will enter the university and begin an educational process designed to place 
them in teaching roles in Toledo-area school systems at the end of those four 
years.

To that end, says Johnson, the program recruits “marginalized students,” 
that is, students of color who might otherwise not be able to afford the 
$40,000 annual price tag of Lourdes University.

“We don’t want any students of color to feel they don’t have the opportu-
nity,” she explains.

Lourdes, over the years, has observed the problem in the classrooms of 
the United States where an increasing number of the students are students of 
color are enrolled and a small percentage of teachers look like those students.  
The university, says Johnson, reached “an understanding of the disparity and 
the fact that nothing was being done about it.”

According to federal data, in the 2015-16 school year, over 80 percent of 
teachers were white and less than eight percent were Black. Meanwhile, the 
white student population has steadily declined since 2000—from 61 percent 
to 44 percent in 2017—while the Hispanic student population rose by 50 
percent since 1997 and the Asian student population by 46 percent. Black 
students comprise about 15 percent of all K-12 students—although they in-
creasingly attend schools with at least 75 percent non-white enrollment, as 
do Hispanic and Native American students: 58, 60, and 30 percent, respec-
tively, according to the National Center for Education Statistics.

Part of the solution, it was determined at Lourdes, was to bring in students 
of color who are determined to go back into their communities as teachers. 

According to research, as noted in a report by the Learning Policy Insti-
���������������������������������������������%��!����	��������	����"������
students of color are taught by teachers of color, they tend to have better 
academic performance, improved graduation rates and are more likely to 
attend college.

]��	��	������$����|��	
��������������<���������������	������!���������
provided research that demonstrates that Black teachers are more likely than 
non-black teachers to have a higher opinion of Black students’ academic 
abilities and are also less likely than non-black teachers to perceive Black 
students’ behavior as “disruptive.”

All students, regardless of race, report feeling cared for and academically 
challenged by teachers of color, according to the Learning Policy Institute 
report.

Lourdes University developed its program while working with area school 
�����	��� �������� �����	� ]	�������������!���� ;�	��� ]	������� ]����!����
Public Schools and Sylvania Public Schools – to not only offer such stu-

����������	
�����������

���������
�������	���������

�������������
�������

���������������
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dents an affordable 
education ($1,500 for 
academic year for this 
�����	�����Y���������� ���
provide them with jobs 
upon graduation.

“We want to be able 
�����������������	������
– without loan debt – 
and guarantee them a 
job,” says Johnson. 

The mission of the 
Like Me Program as mentioned in the description is “to attract, prepare and 
mentor students of color to obtain employment … in order to address the 
large disparity between students of color and teachers of color.”

In order to ensure that students in the cohort are prepared for future em-
ployment, the four district partners are doing more than offering employ-
ment, they are also actively participating in the education process by provid-
ing teacher mentors.

“All in all, we recruit, mentor and advise,” says Johnson, who will be over-
seeing a program designed “to make sure students will graduate.”

Angelica Johnson holds a bachelor’s of science in Life Science degree 
from Bowling Green State University and a master’s of arts in Counselor 
Education from the University of Toledo. She is pursuing a doctorate degree 
in Foundation of Education at UT. She has presented scholarly work at the 
M.O.R.E. Institute and was nominated for the 20 Under 40 Awards in 2021.

Before she arrived at Lourdes, Johnson was the program director for UT’s 
Multicultural Emerging Scholars Program and Giving Learning Community. 
Her primary duties at UT involved diversity training for staff. 

“Now I can work with students,” she says of her new position at Lourdes. 
In fact, Lourdes offers Johnson the opportunity not only to work with stu-
dents in a program “for students of color,” but also to work at a place that 
by its very nature, by its spirituality as a religious institution, “means a lot to 
me,” she notes.

“Using that spirituality is a value and a virtue that was allowed to me,” 
she says of the attraction the university, which is rooted in the Catholic and 
Franciscan traditions, holds for her.

According to a description provided by Lourdes, the institution is, because 
��������������������	��������������������!���������>�����������!���������-
tential.” 

Angelica Johnson is just as committed to the task of ensuring that Lourdes’ 
students of color get into K-12 classrooms, at the head of those classrooms.
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If you’ve put off dental care, it’s easy to get back on 
track. Call Physicians Mutual Insurance Company now for 
inexpensive dental insurance. Get help paying for the dental 
care you need. Don’t wait.

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. Acceptance guaranteed 
for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is not 
available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: 
P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6208-0721

DENTAL Insurance

Getting back to the dentist couldn’t be easier!

CALL TODAY
1-844-334-8627

Dental50Plus.com/truth

Get your

FREE
Information Kit

Head Back to School with Help from the
Toledo Library

A new school year is here, and the Toledo Library has everything stu-
dents and educators alike need to start the year off right!

TutorSmart – Students 1st through 8th grade can get free in-person, 
after-school tutoring in reading and math at all 20 locations. Over the 
summer, students who took part in TutorSmart saw months of growth in 
these subjects after just two weeks of tutoring. The program runs Monday 
through Thursday for one hour each day.

Book Kits and Bundles – Book kits allow educators to get multiple cop-
ies of the same book for their classroom to read. Educators can reserve 
up to 25 copies of a title for nine weeks. You can also get a personalized 
set of books based on age, reading level, or topic for at-home or the 
classroom with a book bundle. For example, if your classroom is learning 
about planets and stars, go out of this world with an assortment of space 

books.
Class Visits – Shake up your lesson plan with a visit from us virtually 

or in-person. Our visits are personalized to your students’ needs. Whether 
you have young readers or are getting ready for the third grade reading 
guarantee, we can help any reader grow their skills and become more 
	�������$�����������	
���������
"

Library Cards – Your key to it all! A Library card gives you and your 
students the opportunity to explore so many resources. From books and 
audiobooks, to homework resources, and enriching programs, we are your 
go-to place for back to school support with cards for your entire class.

Make this school year the best one yet. Your new favorite resources are 
just one click or call away! Visit toledolibrary.org/prek12 or call 419-
259-5200 to get started.

Toledo Public Schools’ 2022-33 Academic Year 
Opening Calendar

Summer vacation has been extended for all Toledo Public School stu-
�����������������������	����������������+����/��	��������������	���!�"�
The new schedule is as follows:

Wednesday, August 17 - Teacher Workday; no students

Wednesday, August 17��������������]	�����X��������������������/+�
p.m.

Thursday, August 18 and Friday, August 19 – Staff Professional De-
velopment; no students

Monday, August 22 – First Day of School for elementary students and 
freshmen

Tuesday, August 23 – First Day of School for sophomores

Wednesday, August 24 – First Day of School for juniors and seniors

Monday, August 29 – EHSO classes start

Kindergarten: Students will begin the week of August 29 with a stag-

gered start

��Z��������$������������������������������$�������������=������������-
day

�������������������;;������!��������������$������������������-
!����/'

• Teachers will use the week of August 22 to complete screenings and/
or orientations

 PRE-K: Students will begin the week of August 29 with a staggered 
start

��Z��������$������������������������������$�������������=������������-
day

������������������ALL preschool students will be Wednesday, August 
/'

• Teachers will complete preservice and home visits during the week of 
August 22

Page 6 August 10, 2022
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Rev. John C. Jones, Autumn Parker, Shawna Woody, Elisa Huss-Hage and 
Nancy Okuley of HOPE Toledo

  ... continued on page 8

HOPE Toledo’s First HOPE Hype Workshop 
Series
By Dawn Scotland

The Truth Reporter

�X��������������� ��������� ��X���������� �� �����������	
�����	�����
$��
���������������������������$����X$����<���������<����!�����!������!�
�"���������������	����	��%��	������	
�!���$�����	��������������������������
���!����	����������������	�����������	���������!����X$�����������!�������
�������"�

�X��� ������ ��� X$���� <��������� <����!�� ������ ����� ����� �X���
�����������%����������	��������������������������������������!������������!�
���	����!�"�

>�X�����������������������������������	�������������������������������
���!�����	�����������!���!����������	��������	������������$���������
$���������	�������������������������������������������		�������@��������	��
����������������		��������������	����	�]����������X$����<���������
<����!�"��]��������	�%���������!���������	���������������	����!�������		����
��	����!���������������>]����{��!Y�����]����!�@�>�������@����>5���������
#�����@"

>��������!������X�����������������]	�������	�����$�������+�+����������
�"�]	������!��]	���������������$�������������$��������!���������������
���������������%����!�����������]������	�"��������!�������%����	����
������������	��������	�����������"�����������	����!����������������������
���
���������"�

>�X������������������������������$��!�����������������	�������	������
��������!�����������
������$��	����!���	�����������������$�������������������
!��������	���������	����!�����������	�������������"�#��������%��!������	������
��		����������������������$��������%���!����������������������%�������	��
����	��������������$�������������"@�{����	���$$$"����������"��!Y
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HOPE scholars receive bins for the fall

HOPE Toledo... continued from page 7

This is the third cohort of HOPE Promise Scholars. All participants are 
graduates of Scott High School and scholars in attendance Thursday were 
��������������!��������������������	����!�������������!�������������	�������"�
The students were sent on their way to Owens, Lourdes University , Bowl-
ing Green State University, Central State University, University of Toledo, 
Cleveland State University, Mercy College and various trade schools, among 
other institutions.

�����%������	��������������������������������	��������������!����������
graduate and presentation from Pathways 4 Successful Leadership. The 
50 students in attendance received gift cards and care packages with food, 
�	��������������������������������
�	
������������������������������������	
�
to school. 

;�
���;�������]	������!��]	�����	����������'������>#�$�������������!���
���������������������������������	������������������������	����	���!�������
������	����#��������B��������������������������������������������������	�������
������������	������������������������������������%�������"@��

Layson is an incoming sophomore at the University of Toledo majoring in 
psychology and is a pre-medical student.

�>������!!��������!�#�%���������������������������������X������������	��-
��!��$��������������������%�������"�#������������$����������	������!�������
$���������%����������	������@������;�����"�

�X���������	��!����������������������������������
��������������� ����
new school year. Today there are more than 300 HOPE Toledo scholars pur-
suing higher education in 13 educational institutions around Ohio (primarily 
in the Toledo region). Additionally, approximately 25 percent of those schol-
������%������������������!���������������$���"�{����	�������������"��!Y����
learn more or donate visit hope-toledo.org.

 HOPE Toledo is a 501(c) 3 organization and encompasses HOPE Toledo 
Pre-K and HOPE Toledo Promise. The mission of HOPE Toledo is to work 
with the Toledo community to support and ensure high-quality educational 
experiences for all youth, from preschool to post-secondary and trade school, 
$��������!�������������!����	������!�������������	�����	�	���!�������������-
terment of families and this community. Currently,36 percent of the people in 

������]������	��������%��!�����$�������%�����������������������*+�����
���
in Toledo enter kindergarten without the skills needed to learn.

�����	��������	������������	��$��������������%�������	������������������
long run, help the city progress towards a stronger, more educated workforce. 
To that end, HOPE Toledo is working with the Toledo community, through 
�����	����%����������������������� ������$���������������	�]	���������
Washington Local Schools, to develop a plan to deliver high-quality educa-
tional experiences for all youth. 

�������	
����������
�������	������������������
������	���	

���
�����
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The Multicultural Twilight Market to Feature 
Minority-Owned Small Businesses
The Truth Staff

On Saturday, August 6, the Toledo Farmers’ Market showcased more 
than 60 local minority-, woman- and immigrant-owned small businesses. 
The Local Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC) Toledo organized the 
evening at the Market with various area partners.

From 6 to 10 p.m. the event – free and open to the public – took place at 
the usual Farmers’ Market site at 525 Market Street.

“We are trying to create new opportunities for historically disadvantaged 
businesses to reach new customers,” said Brittany Burns, assistant program 
���	�������;#]<"

In addition to creating new customers, the Multicultural Twilight Market 
assisted small businesses owners of color to access resources that are avail-
able to business owners in general – and allow them to meet, to interact and 
network.

LISC conducted a small business resource fair prior to the Market to con-
nect small business owners with free resources and technical assistance.

LISC also celebrated the diversity of Toledo, said Burns, by raising mon-
ey for the event – which was free to vendors and customers – to not only 
cover the costs but also provided two grants for the vendors afterwards. 
One grant was from a random drawing; the other was a People’s Choice 
Award from a survey of attendees.

In addition to the vendors, music from around the world was played by 
DJ Amjad and there were dance performances by the University of To-
ledo’s Persian Student Association & the Ballroom Company.

The vendor categories included art, beauty & wellness, books & statio-

nery, clothing & accessories, entertainment, food, home products and jew-
elry, among others.

Additional sponsorship support was provided by the Lucas County Board 
of Commissioners, ECDI, the City of Toledo Department of Economic De-
velopment, the Human Relations Commission and Thermatru.

����$��������� ������������$��!�$����������<��������� �������-
ple’s choice grant winner was Choco Couvert.

Open for  wellness
OPEN FOR YOU

Whether you need preventive and  
wellness care or help managing a complex  
health condition, The University of  
Toledo Medical Center’s internal  
medicine providers are the healthcare 
leaders you want on your team.

utmc.utoledo.edu

UTMC 1659 Print_ToledoJournal_DrHummell_4.75x8.indd   1 12/1/21   4:13 PM
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The JET Center Awards Mini Grants to 
Small Businesses
By Dawn Scotland

The Truth Reporter

Thursday evening, July 28, the JET Center, a Junction Coalition business 
��������%����$�����%����	��������&'+++������!���������������	����������
�������������!��������������	���������!�����������������������	�����<�-
���������������\�����Z������<�����\�������<�#�{�	�����	�<���������
��%���������#��������������������=��<���	�"

����<�������������������>������%�����%������%��	������������!���������
���	����%�������������������������������!���������	��������"�5����������!�
���	�����<�����������	�����	������	���������

���� ���� <������ ��	����� ��� ������!� $������ ���� 	��������� �������"@�
{����	��$$$"���	����	���������'�"��!�B���	�����Y

������	��������	�������������!���$��
����������	�������!�����������	�-
����"������$�����������!�����	������������������������������<�����"�����!�
������ ���������������������!����$��������������	���������%�������������
�����������$�������������	��������!�������"������������$�����		����!����
����������������������"

������������������!����������>	����	������������������������������������
����	���������@� ����X	��� #������ ����<����������	���"��������!���� ��-
	�������������������������������������B���������������������������>������!�
���������������������������>�����"�>�����	����	��%���� ���$����$�����
�����!�����������������<�������������������������!�������������	��"@

���	���]���������	���%�����	��������������	�����<�������������%�����-
���
�������������!�����	����"�><��!����������������%������[�#�������
��!�
���$�����������!���������������������������������������������	�����	���-
!��������������������
��!�����������!������������$����������������������
!��������������%��������!���"�������������$��$���������"@

Inaugural cohort class receives mini grants from JET Center(center, holding 
checks): Serina Garmon, Oscar Shaher, Angeli Austin-Taylor and Walter Crockrel 

(not pictured: Shawanda Johnson) along with Junction Coalition Leadership Alicia 
Smith (far left) and Ocie Irons (far right)

>�¡���!�%������������"@����#������>$�������������������!�����!�����
�������!�����������%��$��������%���		����������������$������������!�-
��!����!�%����%����������������"@

����!�������	�������������������!�����	���������!���������
X�	���]��������¡����<���������=��
����X$���
]�����������������������	������������
��������'������"�����������>#�

$�������!�%������	�����������������!���������������%������������������-
����!�����������!���%��#�	�������������%����	��������#�	����������� �����
	�!���������#�	�������������������!�������#����
���������������!���������"�
Z���������������#�����������	�""""$����������������	���"@�

���������������	�������'�+'�¢�����
���%�"�����������������������	�����
��������������������
���������!�����������"

]��������������������������������$��	��	
�����������������$���!!���������
�����"����$������������!����������	��%��������	�������������������!����-
��!�������������!����������������	���������	��������"�

�]������Q����������£�|�5��������<�X����Z������
>#�%�����������������������%��������������������+¤������"�#�!�������������	����

���!���������������	���������������������������������
���������-
������������������	������������"�@Q����������������������������!���������
����	��!����������������������$�"�>�����!������$��������������������������
����������������������B������B�	��������!�@��������"

����	���������!����������������������%����������������
�����>��������-
!������������������������������������������
�������������$�����������-
��!�������"�#�������������	����������������������@����Q�����"

���!�����������������������������|������£�|������]������X$���
>#���%��������������������#����$��
��!�������!�������@������������

������"�]�������������������	��������!����������������������"�>�������	-
�����<���������������������$��������	������������$�����
�$����������!����
$����������B�	������������������������!����$���"�#����������������������
��������������������������������������!���������%����������"@�����!�������-
	��%��$�������������$����������	������������������!�����������$����"

��������<��	
�����|��5����������Z������
>=�����	¥����#���%��������������������������"�������	����������������

$��������
��!���$����!�����!����	
��������!���������$��	�������!��������
	����������������������	����������������$��������$���������������!�����
������� ������� ����<��	
��"� >������$��
��!� ��!�����$�������!�����������
��	������������������������@������"

>����������������������������!���������������������������������������
���!�������������$��
����	"�@

�����$��������������������������$������%�������������������	
���	����"
�]��$������������Z"�"="�"�"�]�������Z����������������	�����	����
Z����]�������������	�������������������������!�������	��	����������

�!����$����������������������������	���������������''������"�������������-
���>����!���������������������������%����������������������������
��$��!��
#��������������%�������������!������$�
��$��!�����$�������������	���
����������������$������������	�����������������	��������������������	��
�������������������%���������\�������<�#@"

]��������� ������� ����!����������� ������
���� ������� �����"�@X��������
... continued on page 12
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Wash Day Diaries
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Twice a Quinceañera
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Heartbreak Symphony 
by Laekan Zea Kemp

The Deep Blue Between 
by Ayesha Harruna Attah
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Everything You Need to Know About 
Funding College With Student Loans
Special To The Truth  

While the majority of parents today strongly value higher education, that 
doesn’t always alleviate their sticker shock when it comes to college-related 
costs.

����$�<����!���%�����%�������������'������������������%����	����!���!�������
��������������������	������������"�������������������������������������������	����
���	����!�����������!�����!�"�Z������%��!�������	�������
�	
����������������������
�����!��������%��������	�����������������	������	���������������������	���������
��������$��!����'���	����������������������
���������%�������������������������
families explore a range of avenues for funding college.

>#����������������!����%������������������������	����!���������������������	������
����!�������������������	��@��������!����<�����������	��������
����!����-
cer at College Ave Student Loans. “Having a plan can help you avoid surprises 
�$�����������������	�������%������	����������������"@

Here’s what to know:
First Things First
Before even considering private student loans, Colatriano notes that it’s es-

����������������������	�����������������������������Z���������	����������Z������
]������������Z�Z]�"!�%������������������	���������!������������	��������	���-
arships, grants, work-study, and federal student loans. You should also explore 
cost-saving housing options and ways to spend less on school supplies, such as 
�����!������������
�"

Shopping Around
#���������������������������	�%����������������!�	�����������������������

the right private student loan, advises Colatriano. Here are four factors to con-
sider when comparing loan options:

'"�<��������%���������]�	����!�����$�����������������	������������������$���
monthly payments and pay less interest over the life of your loan. To get a sense 

of the overall cost of the loan and your monthly loan payments, use the student 
loan calculator at CollegeAve.com.

�"�Z��������������������Z�����������������$������%���������������������������"�
Some lenders, like College Ave, let you choose how long you want to repay your 
loan, and whether to start making payments right away or defer until after gradu-
�����"�������������������!�����������	���������$�������������������������!��"

/"�Z��������%����������� ����������� ����	�������%�����!����������������������
should still take time to check. You should also make sure your loans don’t have 
any prepayment penalties.

�"�������%��	���������%��$���X����$��
�$������������������������	������"�
Check the Better Business Bureau for accreditation and read reviews to learn 
������	����������������	������������	��	���������	�������������!�"

Taking out a Loan
�������!���$���	����������$¦�>��!������������������������!��������$����

������������������	�����������������������!���������$����������������������

��������� �����������$��!�����$�������������@������<���������"�>Z�����������
$���������!�	�����$���$���������
���������������������������������	��������!���
	���	�"@

Z���	��������%�������������������������������!�����	�����������%�	���	��	
�
out specialists in the industry with College Ave Student Loans. The lender offers 
private student loans and parent loans, and its simple three-minute application 
	��� ��	
��������������������!���������������!�������������������������������
day one of the process.

To learn more and for additional resources, visit collegeave.com.
|����������¦�|���!���������!�	������$����������!�����������������������	��

	��������������������!������$����$��������������������������!����������!���������"
Courtesy: StatePoint

Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

4 0 4 5  A  L a n g s t o n  P l a c e ,  S y l v a n i a ,  O h i o  4 3 5 6 0
P :  4 1 9 - 8 4 2 - 8 4 8 0   E :  i n v e s t e k m a n a g e m e n t . c o m

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample
storage, high ceilings and
breath-taking views! Stop in
today to see our beautifully
landscaped grounds, resort-like
swimming pool and clubhouse
with its fully-equipped fitness
center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.

Shop Smart and Spend Less This Back-to-
School Season
Special To The Truth  

������������!���� ����������� ���� �	����������������	����������������
���
��!�����$����������	����������������	����������	
�����	������������-
tions and ease into a new routine.

Thankfully, the experts at Dollar General are offering families suggestions 
�����������������������������������	������"

School Supplies
]�����������������!����	���!���?��!����������������������������	����������

������������������������%���������������%������	���������"������	
���������
in one easy stop, visit a local Dollar General to purchase school supplies that 
����	�����������	��������	��%���$�����%���'++���	
�����	��������������	�����
&'��������"�]	��������	��������������������������	�����������
���	������!�
������������	
��	
��������������$�������������������"���������������%�������
�������������?�����������!����&'�	����������������	����������	����������
���
pencil cases or given to school staff to help stop the spread of germs.

Z������	�����$���$���������%����!�����+������!������������Q��		��������
!���%����������/+������ ����������������������������������!������������!��
]�������������+��"������������	���������	�����%��&/���� ��������!�&'�����
more supply purchases in the stationery, cleaning and paper, and houseware 
	���!�����������!��]�������������+��"�����������������%�������������!���Q�
Digital Coupons online and in the DG App, where customers can load cou-
pons and rewards on an easy-to-use platform and redeem them at checkout. 

Healthier Eating

|�	
�����	�����������������������	������	��%��������	�����	��������������-
�	�"�������B�!!���!����	��	������������������	����������!���	���������	
��!�
���������� ���	
�� ��� �������� �� ����� �	�����"� =���� ����� 	��� ����� ��� ����-
���������������������������Q����������Q������=��������%�����		�������
���������	�����$����������������!�������������
������
���������	������	
��
����������������������������"�����������
����	���<������]���������|��-
�����<��	
�����??��	����������������������������������!���������?���������
ready to eat. Dollar General also offers Better For You recipes that provide 
�������������������������������!���!���������%������������Q�������"

Organization Necessities
��������	������������!��������	����������������������������������������

��!���?�"�\�����	������?����������������	�������������������������	
����
times, parent-teacher conferences and other important appointments. These 
tools are also great for high school or college students managing a new class 
�	�����"�����������	��������������������������$��	��	��������	�����������
side of the fridge, to keep track of daily duties. Finally, if your surfaces tend 
���	����	��	�������������!��	��%��������!��	���������	��������!�����$������
����
items together for a quick cleanup. 

�������������	
�����	����������������	
�������	�����������������������!���
to their classes prepared with everything on the list, all while saving time and 
money in the process.

Courtesy: StatePoint



��������	
��
���
	��

candidate Tim Ryan, who might be writing the playbook on how to get the 
Trump voters back to the Democratic Party. 

������ ������������!���� �����	��� ������ �����"�¡���� ���� �����������������!�
trades may have been investing in Merrin because he caved in to them during 
the primary to protect living wage and right-to-work policies. Merrin, in the 
past, has not always stuck to the conservatives’ talking points and is a little too 
independent for the political kingmakers’ tastes. So, again, the question will be 
how much support he gets from the Republican caucus in Columbus. 

Outlook: Ohio House district 42 is very winnable for Erika White as her op-
��������������������%����!���	��������!���	�������������������$���	������	���
district, including majority Democratic Toledo.

Ohio House District 43: Michele Grim vs. Wendi Hendricks
The Republican redistricting plan attempted to cram as many Democrats into 

as few districts as possible. Then, if they were to create a district that the Dem-
ocrats could win, they made it so overwhelmingly Democratic Party-leaning 
that the boundaries would waste excess votes. The Republicans also attempted 
to turn two formerly safe Democratic districts into 50/50 and try to win those.

The overturning of Roe v. Wade may or may not have added a new variable 
and changed that calculus to convince Republican and independent women 
voters to vote for Democratic Party women candidates. Nevertheless, Grim 
has the money, resources and name recognition to prevail. 

Outlook: Democrats have a 70/30 advantage in the safe 43rd district. This is 
a Slam Dunk for the well-resourced Michele Grim. 

Ohio House District 44: Elgin Rogers vs. Roy G, Palmer III
Elgin Rogers has excellent name recognition in Toledo’s Community. He is 

co-founder and president of the African American Leadership Caucus. This 
Political Action Committee (PAC) has raised money to help support issues and 
candidates committed to improving the lives of African Americans in Lucas 
County. Rogers has also taught Political Science and the Civil Rights Move-
ment courses at several colleges and universities throughout the Midwest. 

��������������5�!����������	�����!���������	�����	���������������������B���
the same name recognition throughout rural areas of a revamped House Dis-
trict 44. Nevertheless, the Republicans designed the district to be safe for the 
Democrats.

Outlook: Rogers wins by a comfortable margin. 
Contact Rev. Donald Perryman, PhD, at drdlperryman@enterofhopebaptist.

org

jugation, military might and a return to an era and lifestyle that the idiom, 
MAGA is built upon.

  Christian nationalism does not submit its allegiance to the tenets of the 
gospel of Christ but simply gives obligatory lip service to the reign and rule 
of Jesus, who is The Christ.

Try as you might, you will not see the adherents of Christian nationalism 
portraying images of humility, grace, compassion, and economic parity with 
others not of their like or persuasion. Christian nationalism is militant as 
opposed to turning the other cheek. Christian nationalism is desirous to use 
the apparatus of the state to enforce its dictates on the rest of the population 
under the guise that such obedience is really homage to Christ.

False! 
�¡���$������%��������������	�������������������������������<����������������

religious monarchy in Jerusalem and with him as its leader.
However, the devotees of Christian nationalism do not embrace a societal 

view that all are equal in the eyes of God and that each person is precious 
and is entitled to rights and privileges that show that God the Father is the 
author and creator of all.

Christian nationalism is a doctrine of devils that promotes antagonisms 
between competing economic groups in America for the same resources as 
opposed to sharing those same resources.

Christian nationalism wants to (and so does) wrap its ideology in the 
American Flag to give the impression that is God ordained and blessed and 
as such, whatever it endorses is sound and ideologically in line with the 
scriptures.

False!
There is no need for any professing Christian to champion at all costs the 

acts of the US government in all that it does nor should any Christian Na-
tionalist wrongly exegete the scriptures for their own personal gain; and to 
!����������	���%���������$�����������!�����������$�����������������������"

<�������������������������������������������������$�����������������!������-
otic and a banner under which all may parade in unison and believe that this 
is what Jesus the Christ would approve of, but that is a delusion.

Christian nationalism as presently constituted in these United States re-
sembles more of that which Victor Orban has described about his plans for 
Hungary.

Christianity and nationalism should never be paired together as sound the-

ology or doctrine. Its promulgation has no place in any church in America 
that professes allegiance to the scriptures of the Bible.

The Bible clearly tells its adherents that we are simply sojourners passing 
through on our way to Beulah Land, but Christian nationalism tells us, “Stop 
and take control and rule while you are passing through.”

False!
He who has ears, let him ear what the Spirit is saying about Christian na-

tionalism.
Contact Lafe Tolliver at tolliver@juno.com

Tolliver... continued from page 3

house is Sept. 10…we’ll be using [the grant] for advertisement, purchasing 
of new uniforms for staff, funding signage for the building, and adding a 
new sound system to the second dance hall.”

She added, “I recommend anyone who is a new business to take advan-
��!��������������	�����"""�#�����%���������	���"�#������	����������������������
they are building with the different community partners in helping small 
black businesses grow.”

Information on the JET Center:
“The JET Center is a program of the Junction Coalition: The JET initia-

tive combines resources of the JET Center with those of strategic partners 
Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union and Economic Community Develop-
ment Institute (ECDI) to help community-based businesses grow and pros-
per.

Although many services can be rendered virtually, there is a physical 
space, located at 419 Junction Ave, where coaching and other consultations 
������!��	�����
�����	���������	���$������������������������$��
�����-
day, Wednesday and Thursday 10.00AM to  3:00PM. Consultations with an 
advisor and evening meetings are by appointment.’

For more information on the Junction Coalition and the JET Center visit 
www.junctioncoaliton419.org.

Perryman... continued from page 3

JET Center... continued from page 10
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Kids Books on Tolerance and Inclusion
By Terri Schlichenmeyer
The Truth Contributor

School will start soon, and you’re going to 
meet a lot of new kids.

You’ll meet kids from other towns and 
maybe from other countries; some will have 
lighter hair and some will have darker skin. 
Maybe they will look like you, and maybe 
�����$���������$��������������$�����������-
ent and interesting about those new kids by reading one (or all!) of these great 
books....

Do you know where your new classmates will live?  In My Town Mi Pueblo 
by Nicholas Solis, illustrated by Luisi Uribe (Nancy Paulsen Books, $17.99)  
two cousins live very near one another, and very apart. She lives in the U.S., he 
lives in Mexico, and they’re separated by a big river. In this book, they tell you 
about their towns – her, in English; him, in Spanish – they explain why they 
like visiting one another in the town across the river, and what they do for fun. 
This is a great book for kids who are bilingual, and for those who may have 
playmates that are. Look for it on August 16.

For the child who straddles two cultures or for the kid whose playmates do, 
American Desi by Jyoti Rajan Gopal, illustrated by Supriya Kelkar (Little, 
Brown Young Readers $18.99) is the book to share. Here, a young girl has “one 
foot” in America and the other in India. So is she Indian or American... or both? 
Can she enjoy her Bindis and bangles and still like hip-hop music? How she 
reconciles her two lives and even brings them together is a story of pure joy, 
illustrated in colorful pages that your child will want to look at again and again.

For future Black men and their current playmates, Black Boy, Black Boy by 
Ali Kamanda and Jorge Redmond, pictures by Ken Daley (Sourcebooks, 
$17.99) is a book that inspires and informs. Here, a father proudly walks his 
Black son on a path through history to show the boy that inventors, activists, 
writers, musicians, politicians, and others have gone before him and paved the 
way. This pride-instilling book comes out August 9.

����������������%����
���%���$����������������$�����������������Our World 
Is a Family by Miry Whitehill and Jennifer Jackson, pictures by Nomar 
Perez (Sourcebooks, $17.99) is fun and helpful. The words inside this book 
show kids and their families from all over the world, including children that are 
disabled, kids who speak different languages, kids who eat unusual foods, and 
kids who need friends. It explains immigration in words that small children can 
understand, and it tells kids how to be welcoming to those who are different.

These books are great for kids ages four-to-seven, but if you’re looking for in-
clusive books for older children or for toddlers, reach out to your favorite librar-
����������
������"������������������������	����$���������������������	��������
matter what their reading (or listening) level. Your librarian or bookseller will 
introduce you to all kinds of new books to meet.

Emory University Announces the First African 
American Studies Ph.D. Program in the U.S. 
Southeast
By Stacy M. Brown

������\��%����������������������������	���������������	��������	���]������
Ph.D. Program in the southeast United States.

“We are accepting applications beginning in September 2022,” Carol Ander-
son, the Charles Howard Candler Professor of African American Studies at Em-
ory, announced on Twitter.

In an overview posted on Emory’s website, the university noted that “as an in-
terdisciplinary graduate program, the African American Studies Ph.D. Program 
is a highly selective course of study combining the expertise of an esteemed 
!�������������������+�	����������������!���������	�����$����������	�����	���-
�?������������	�������������������	�������������"

�����������	��������	����������	��������	���]������������	���]�������
Anthropology, Art History, Comparative Literature, Creating Writing, Educa-
tional Studies, English, History, Music, Political Science, Religious Studies, So-
ciology, and Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies.”

The university said the program provides rigorous training and preparation for 
Ph.D. students interested in careers within and outside of academe.

>X������!���������!���?������������������������������$��	����]����������
rest: interdisciplinarity, intersectionality, community engagement, and transna-
����������@����	�����$����"

“Additionally, each student enrolled in the program will be equipped with spe-
	����?���������!������]������!���������������	�!�����������Q�����£�]�����-
�����]�	���������	��£�]�	����=�%�������������������%�������£�<�������"@

|�!�����!�$���� �����������]���"�"�	������ ���Z�����+�/�����	��������� �����
expect to enroll four new Ph.D. students each year.

The school also anticipates that each student will complete the degree within 
�%��������������"

�		����!����������	���������������"�"�����������������������������%��������
$���������������������������������&/'�+++��������������������������������������-

��	�"�����!����	�� ������� ���!��������� �����!���� �������� �����%���������
funding for a sixth year—if needed—will be possible.

Stacy M. Brown is an NNPA Newswire Senior National correspondent.
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CLASSIFIEDS    
HOUSING CONDITIONS AND NEIGHBORHOOD

REINVESTMENT ATTORNEY

The Fair Housing Center (TFHC) seeks a Housing Conditions and Neigh-
borhood Reinvestment (HCNR) attorney who will represent tenants and 
homeowners.  The HCNR attorney will represent tenants in rent escrow 
cases, and housing conditions cases to enforce tenant rights to decent 
habitable living conditions. The HCNR attorney will also provide edu-
cational resources and presentations to the community regarding legal 
rights and responsibilities especially as they relate to housing conditions 
issues, particularly in historically redlined and disinvested neighbor-
hoods. 

QUALIFICATIONS:
• Law Degree and current license to practice law in Ohio. 
• At least two years of housing related legal representation working with 
diverse groups. Alternatively, five or more years of experience in civil 
litigation, especially if maintaining a large caseload.  
• Possess the ability to investigate rental, sales, lending, insurance, zon-
ing, harassment, and appraisal complaints in a timely manner.
• Experience in a non-profit environment is preferred.
• Possess strong financial management, budgeting skills, organization, 
presentation, and writing proficiencies.
• Possess strong knowledge of fair housing principles and local, state, 
and federal laws governing housing discrimination and the landlord-ten-
ant relationship.

This is a full-time position that includes a competitive salary and benefits 
package. Monday-Friday, 9a-5p, with evening and weekend hours as 
needed. Reliable transportation is required. TFHC offers a competitive 
wage and benefits package.  Interested applicants should email their 
cover letter, resumé, and references in PDF form to hr@toledofhc.org. 
No phone calls, please. 
 
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER:
TFHC will not discriminate against any applicant or employee regarding 
any term or condition of employment because of race, color, sex (includ-
ing gender identity and expression), sexual orientation, national origin, 
citizenship, ancestry, religion, age, disability, marital status, familial sta-
tus or veteran status.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
FOR PROJECT BASED VOUCHERS

RFP22-R001 J

Lucas Metropolitan Housing Authority (LMH) will receive proposals 
for Project Based Vouchers for the HCV program. Interested par-
ties should be owner/developers, management agent, and/or project 
sponsors for projects concentrating on Supportive Services. LMH has 
reserved up to 250 PBV for this rolling RFP.  Received in accordance 
with law until August 31, 2022 at 3:00 PM ET. See documents: www.
lucasmha.org; 435 Nebraska Ave., Toledo, OH 43604; or 419-259-9446 
(TRS: Dial 711).  Affirmative Action and Equal Employment Opportunity 
requirements (Executive Order #11246). This contract opportunity is a 
Section 3 Covered Contract and any Section 3 Business Concerns are 
encouraged to apply.

INVITATION FOR BIDS
IFB22-B005 ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE CLEANING 

SERVICES AT 424 JACKSON 

Lucas Metropolitan Housing Authority (LMH) will receive sealed bids 
from General Contractors for the for Administrative Office Cleaning 
Services at 424 Jackson Ave. in the City of Toledo, OH.   Received in 
accordance with law until August 16, 2022 at 3:00 pm. See documents: 
www.lucasmha.org; 435 Nebraska Avenue, Toledo, OH 43604; or 419-
259-9446 (TRS: Dial 711).  Affirmative Action and Equal Employment 
Opportunity requirements (Executive Order #11246). This contract op-
portunity is a Section 3 Covered Contract, and any Section 3 Business 
Concerns are encouraged to apply.
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DIAL- A - PRAYER

Need intercessory prayer? Call and get prayer with a seasoned prayer
warrior.  Monday thru Saturday; 9:00 am - 9:00 pm at 419-346-1582.
Sponsored by Braden United Methodist Church Prayer Ministry!



��������	
��
���
	��
African American Festival... continued from page 16

Page 15August 10, 2022

Sandy Spang, Rev. Willie Perryman, Suzette Cowell, Countilwoman Vanice
Williams, Aletha Easterly, Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz

ledo City Council member.
In addition to the festival, festivities included a prayer breakfast on July 

15. The breakfast was held at the Glass City Metroparks Pavilion and 
��������%�����%���������%��5�����	�����%�����	���
��!�	����������
of The Arts Commission; Adam Levine, CEO of Toledo Museum of Art; 
5�%"���������������=������������������������|�������<���	����������-
dent of Toledo Chapter of NAACP; Sonia Flunder-McNair, CEO of Urban 
��������	�����]�?�����5���	
�����	���%�����	�������������X����"�

The Annual Parade, sponsored by Health Partners of Western Ohio on 
]�������������'���������������������������������������¢������Q��	��
Park.

Z����������������������������������������¨����|����]����������-
��������������;����������!���<�������������|����©�;�	������������-
������������¢���������Q�������|���������|������#��������������5����
������!���<�����|�����������ª�	��������������������������|�����©�
���=���������©������	���������<��������|�!����	�"

������������Z����%������������$�����\�������������	�������\��%�������
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... continued on page 15

The 17th Annual African American Festival 
Brings Thousands to Promenade Park
By Tricia Hall

The Truth Reporter

The 17th African American Festival which was organized by the Toledo Ur-
ban Federal Credit Union was held on Saturday, August 6. Thousands of indi-
viduals and families gathered at Promenade Park in downtown Toledo to enjoy 
an afternoon of music, family and fresh air. The gates opened at 1:00 p.m. with 
a series of live musical performers beginning at 2:00 p.m.

“This festival is such a wonderful event. The turnout was great. The music 
was great and I’m so enjoying myself,” shared Alethea Easterly, festival vol-
unteer.

During an intermission, Suzette Cowell, CEO of Toledo Urban Federal Cred-
���\���������%����������	������	��������������������	����������������	�����
union’s next expansion. “We started the credit union 17 years ago at the corner 
of Detroit and Junction and we had 800 visitors,” said Cowell. “Today we’re 
excited to announce that we are going to provide an opportunity to revitalize 
the community. Dorr Street used to have over 70 minority-owned businesses 
and we’re breaking ground on a new development to relaunch opportunities 
with a resource center.” 

The TUFCU expansion will be directly across Dorr Street from the existing 
��	���������$������	��������������	���������%�	�������	��������������-
bers along with business resources for the neighborhoods in the area.

Immediately following the announcement, Cowell and Toledo Mayor Wade 
����?�
��$�	?�����!��������$������
��������	�����	�����	����������!����-
breaking expansion.

“I’m so proud of Suzette and the credit union’s board. This is all due to her 
leadership,” explained Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur.

“If you’re from Junction and Englewood, you know what this means? We 
will own something. This is for Black folks,” explained Vanice Williams, To-

U.S. Rep. Marcy Kaptur, TUFCU CEO Suzette Cowell, Councilwoman Vanice
Williams, City Commissioner of Business Services Sandy Spang

Aayan Naim

Festival Audience

Sandy Spang, (center) explains to Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz and Suzette Cowell 
where to sign

MCs Big Trice and Toi Creel
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