
SAVE THE DATES

Prayer Breakfast

Date: Friday, July 15, 2022

Time: 8:00 AM

Location: Glass City Metropark Pavilion 

1001 Front Street, Toledo, OH 43605

African American Parade

Date: Saturday, July 16, 2022    

Time: Kickoff at 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Starting at Dorr & Detroit

 

Festival & Concert

Date: Saturday, August 6, 2022   

Time: 2:00 PM

Location:  Promenade Park 

224 Water Street, Toledo, OH 43604

Followed by 

Community

Celebration

from 12-4 at 

Nelson Grace Park

6
AUG

For More Info or Sponsorship Opportunities, 
visit ToledoUrban.Net

15
JULY

16
JULY

17th
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...continued on page 3

Vanessa Bell Armstrong

A Juneteenth Cultural Celebration Weekend 
By Tricia Hall

The Truth Reporter

ect with support provided by: Heirs of Art, Huntington Bank, Lucas County, 
Lucas Metropolitan Housing, NAACP Toledo unit, Shabach Productions, 
Toledo Lucas County Port Authority, UMADAOP Lucas County and WJUC 
107.3 FM radio

African American Legacy Project is a 501c3 that documents and preserves 
the history of northwest Ohio’s African American community and its impact 
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mericanlegacy.org 

“We’re landscaped to handle this endeavor and will continue to serve as 
caretaker of history,” said Smith.

According to Pew Research Center, Juneteenth commemorates the end of 
the organized system of slavery in the United States when individuals who 
owned slaves were forced to end the practice of enslavement in Galveston, 
�	�������	�����
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declaring it a federal holiday. Several states only observed or recognized the 
occasion while 24 states recognized Juneteenth as a federal holiday between 
2020-2022. On June 17, 2021, President Biden signed a bill to establish Ju-
neteenth as a federal holiday.

Hundreds of individuals and families gathered for the African American 
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Saturday’s theme was “Heirs of Art, Black Arts Festival” while Sunday’s 
theme was “Gospel Jazz Explosion.” Saturday’s festivities began at 4:00 
p.m. and included live entertainment, games for adults and kids, face paint-
ing and chalk art, and also food vendors. 

“Juneteenth represents a celebration of culture and we wanted to bring gen-
erations together. At the end of the day, it’s incumbent upon us to ensure 
generations understand the journey, and people without direct correlation to 
this experience also understand our journey,” shared Robert Smith, executive 
director of AALP.

Immediately following Saturday’s opening, attractions were spotlighted 
every half-hour or hour. Starting with the opening of the Art Exhibition, craft 
tables and game tables, unveil of Freedom Wall Mural, the vocal stylings of 
Alanna, “The Extraordinary Fashion Show,” and closed at dusk with jazz 
saxophonist Charles Cooper.

Sunday featured several notable gospel or jazz talents. Immediately fol-
lowing Sunday’s opening, attractions were spotlighted every half-hour or 
hour. Trina Willis opened, followed by Nikki D & the Brown Singers, Debra 
Brock, Vanessa Bell Armstrong, Positive Force Christian Dance team, Lisa 
Page Brooks, Urban Jazz Coalition and Joey Sommerville closed the festival.

“Two individuals are responsible for organizing this festival, a University 
of Toledo sophomore Lydia Myrick and seasoned artists Yusuf Lateef. The 
young lady came to us and we wanted to support that initiative, so Lateef is 
mentoring her which is bringing three generations together, Myrick, Lateef 
and myself,” said Smith.

The weekend celebration was organized by African American Legacy Proj-

Debra Brock Brook’s Handmade Vendor

Welcome to Summer!
The YWCA of Northwest Ohio’s Racial Justice Department is bringing 

in the summer with exciting new programs. It is important to us that the 
community understands the connection of racial justice and equity work to 
the mission of the YWCA of Northwest Ohio. We deeply appreciate your 
participation and hope that you will sign up to attend our upcoming events.
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and a half years after Abraham Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclama-
tion. Juneteenth, also thought of as the African American Independence Day 
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25 Books for Kids and Adults to Celebrate 
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As America celebrates Juneteenth this year 
amid protests against racism and police brutali-
ty against Black people, the story of Saturday’s 
holiday emerges as one to brush up on. 

Whether you’re a longtime celebrator or 
seeking to learn more, reading books about 
the history and legacy of Juneteenth can help 
commemorate the 156th anniversary of the day 
enslaved people in Texas were read the Eman-
cipation Proclamation, over two years after 
President Abraham Lincoln signed emancipa-

tion into law. 

This year the celebration stands especially 
prominent as the United States confronts its 
deep-rooted history of systemic racism amid 
protests calling out the deaths of Black Ameri-
cans George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Riah Mil-
ton, Ahmaud Arbery, Rayshard Brooks and 
more. 

For those looking for ways to do just that, 
these are some of the books experts recommend 

checking out. 

Learning more about the ways systemic racism 
is rooted in the country’s history is the way to 
help heal the future, experts say. 

For a better understanding, start with these 
reads recommended by various experts and on 
best-seller lists about Juneteenth, slavery and 
Black history: 

• “The Half Has Never Been Told: Slavery and 
the Making of American Capitalism” by Edward E. Baptist

• “Sweet Taste of Liberty: A True Story of Slavery and Restitution in 
America” by W. Caleb McDaniel

@K����	��������	�Q	&�����&����	�>	������	�X����%���Z�
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• “Stony the Road” by Henry Louis Gates Jr.
• “The Water Dancer” by Ta-Nehisi Coates
• “The Underground Railroad” by Colson Whitehead
• “My Vanishing Country” by Bakari Sellers
• “We Were Eight Years in Power” by Ta-Nehisi Coates
• “Black Pain” by Terrie Williams
• “The Fire Next Time” by James Baldwin
_�@X	�	�[�K����\��%�*����Z�	��
_�@��	� �̀�������{��	��K���\��%�[���	��`��9	���
• “The Strange Career of Jim Crow” by C. Vann Woodward
• “Mirror to America” by John Hope Franklin
 

long been observed by African American communities through celebrations, 
parades, festivals, and annual pilgrimages back to Texas.

The YWCA of Northwest Ohio already recognized Juneteenth as an agen-
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before the Government declared Juneteenth as a National Holiday last year. 
The Government’s declaration of Juneteenth as a national holiday is a major 
accomplishment after years of advocacy from several organizers and legisla-
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past few years when our country has seen nationwide incidences of brutal 
police violence, mass shootings, public acts of racism, voter disenfranchise-
ment, and laws against teaching about the true history of racism. “Juneteenth 
represents how freedom and justice in the US have always been delayed for 
Black people.” We can never eliminate racism if we don’t acknowledge our 
country’s history and how it affects the present and future of Black People.

On this Juneteenth, we celebrate freedom and African Americans’ achieve-
�	���"�
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for Black people, and ensure liberty and justice for all.

 Please join us to learn and discuss an in-depth story of what Juneteenth 
really is, and why it is so important to African Americans. Juneteenth is now 
mainstream, with corporations rushing to capitalize on the now national holi-
��%"��������%������������9�����	������%�������&���
��
	������	�		�����
On Juneteenth is a poignant, easy-to-read (or listen to) book to learn about 
��	������%������������	��	������������������[�������������9������
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completed in 4 hours or less but will leave readers with a rich history that we 
never learned in school.

Weaving together American history, dramatic family chronicles, and sear-
ing episodes of memoir, Annette Gordon-Reed’s On Juneteenth provides a 
historian’s view of the country’s long road to Juneteenth, recounting both its 
origins in Texas and the enormous hardships that African-Americans have 
endured in the century since, from Reconstruction through Jim Crow and be-
yond. All too aware of the stories of cowboys, ranchers, and oilmen that have 
long dominated the lore of the Lone Star State, Gordon-Reed, herself a Texas 
native and the descendant of enslaved people brought to Texas as early as the 
1820s, forges a new and profoundly truthful narrative of her home state, with 
implications for us all.

Welcome to Summer... continued from page 2
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Rep. Paula Hicks-Hudson

...continued on page 5

Rep. Hicks-Hudson Announces Over $60 
million to Continue Ohio’s Recovery from the 
COVID-19 Pandemic

State Rep. Paula Hicks-Hud-
son (D-Toledo) announced last 
week that the State Controlling 
Board approved over $60 mil-
lion across several state depart-
ments to help Ohioans recover 
from the devastating impact of 
the COVID- 19 pandemic. 

Approved funding includes 
over $12.18 million to continue 
the Emergency Rental Assis-
tance Program and over $16.4 

New $1 Billion CDFI 
Tax Credit Bill to Boost 
Man Street Investment 
in Underserved 
Communities
Senator Mark Warner, Senate Colleagues 
and Community Development Bankers 
Association (CDBA) Steward Historic 
Bi-Partisan Legislation

Last week, U.S. Sen. Mark R. Warner (D-VA) was joined by Sens. 
Roger Wicker (R-MS), Chris Van Hollen (D-MD), and Cindy Hyde-
Smith (R-MS) in introducing bipartisan legislation to promote lasting 
economic prosperity in Black, brown and low-income communities. 

This bill would help unlock more equity and long-term financial capi-
tal for community development financial institutions (CDFIs). CDFIs 
serve as a backbone for low-income or minority-owned businesses, 
which tend to have fewer banking relationships and less access to tra-

Other approved items include:
• $3 million to the Department of Rehabilitation and Correction to 

continue COVID-19 testing at all institutions;
• $1 million to provide lead hazard control services to low and moder-

ate- income households throughout Ohio;
• $360,000 the Department of Mental Health and Addiction to aid in 

services to prevent problem gambling;
•    Over $200,000 to the Department of Health to support Ohio’s 

Newborn Screening Program that aids in early detection of serious ge-
netic and metabolic disease infants.

million for nursing homes and long-term care facilities to support the 
health and safety of residents, visitors, and facility healthcare person-
nel.

The National Breakfast Program will receive $25 million so students 
can continue to have access to nutritious meals. Additionally, $6.5 mil-
lion will be used to ensure underserved communities have access to 
high quality mental health services.

“These funds, especially those dollars addressing hunger and lead re-
mediation, will support our children who deserve so much more,” said 
Rep. Hicks-Hudson.

Additionally, the Controlling Board appropriated over $17.7 million 
to the Department of Public Safety to provide assistance through the 
State Disaster Relief Program to counties across Ohio that were im-
pacted by severe storms and flooding in 2020 and severe ice storms in 
2021 and 2022. Funding will help to establish future emergency protec-
tive measures, road repairs caused by the severe flooding, and perma-
nent repairs to power systems across the state that were damaged by ice 
storms.

Page 4 June 22, 2022
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...continued on page 9

CDFI Tax Credit Bill... continued from page 4

Program subject to change with or without notice. Other restrictions  
may apply. Please see lender for complete details. Subject to credit approval.
1Actual amount applied at closing.
2Property must be located within one of the following counties: Allen Ohio, Allen Indiana, 
Defiance, Delaware, Franklin, Hancock, Lucas, Madison, Union, Williams, or Wood.
3Borrower income must be below 80% of the area median income, or property must be located 
in a low- to moderate-income census tract, as updated annually by the FFIEC (Federal Financial 
Institutions Examination Council).

DO YOU QUALIFY?
• Purchase of a primary residence located within State Bank’s lending area2

• Must meet borrower or geography low- to moderate-income eligibility requirements3

• A signed purchase agreement must be presented to reserve funds

State Bank CARE Grant funds are limited, so APPLY TODAY.

A Grant up to $1,500 towards your  
Mortgage Closing Costs!1

YourStateBank.com

1900 Monroe Street, Suite 108 
Toledo, OH 43604

419.508.0806

930 W. Market Street
Lima, OH 45805

419.228.3361

ditional forms of funding.
This bill will help direct support to lenders that focus on underserved 

communities. It creates a CDFI Investment Tax Credit that will attract 
private sector investors that make equity, equity-equivalent investments, 
or long-term patient capital available to CDFIs. The bill will  benefit 
CDFIs of all types including banks, credit unions, venture capital funds, 
and loan funds, while providing institutions with the maximum flex-
ibility and financial support they need to increase wealth in low- and 
moderate-income communities.  Currently, there are 1,400 CDFIs na-
tionwide. 

“As the national trade association for community development banks, 
CDBA is proud to have led the advocacy efforts for the new CDFI Tax 
Credit Investment Act.  In addition to another recent victory for the 
communities served by CDFI banks – the U.S. Treasury’s $9 Billion 
Emergency Capital Investment Program (ECIP) – this tax credit will 
strengthen CDFIs serving at the grassroots, supporting the most vulner-
able and disinvested communities in the U.S. and creating new eco-
nomic opportunities.  This tool will be a game changer by attracting 
private capital to Main Street where it’s needed most.’’ said Jeannine 
Jacokes, Chief Executive Officer, Community Development Bankers 
Association. 

To combat the hemorrhaging of jobs and economic opportunities dur-
ing the pandemic, In July of 2020, Sen. Warner teamed up with a bi-

partisan group of Senators to introduce the Jobs and Neighborhood 
Investment Act – an effort that secured endorsements from a host of 
other advocacy organizations and civil rights groups. Together, Sen. 
Warner and U.S. House Financial Services Committee Chairwoman 
Maxine Waters were later able to secure provisions from the bill in the 
Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act of 
2021, which was signed into law on December 27, 2020, providing an 
unprecedented $12 billion in funding for CDFIs.

 “As a former entrepreneur and venture capitalist, I know that talent 
and ambition is not confined by income bracket or zip code. Unfortu-
nately, access to start-up capital often is. CDFIs and MDIs do the in-
valuable work of bridging the gap and reaching small businesses in our 
most vulnerable communities – a role that became even more critical 
during the pandemic,” said Sen. Warner. 

“Despite the historic investments we were able to deliver through 
the emergency COVID-19 relief package, CDFIs remain in need of ad-
ditional equity and capital to continue serving their communities. This 
legislation will create a new tax credit, helping spur important private-
sector investments and allowing these community lenders to grow.”    

In addition to the CDBA, this legislation has the support of a num-
ber of organizations, including National Association of Affordable 
Housing Lenders, Community Development Venture Capital Alliance, 
LISC, OFN, CDFI Coalition, Inclusiv, and the Enterprise Community 
Loan Fund, among others.

 
 

Toledo Celebrates Juneteenth!
By Asia Nail

The Truth Reporter

Greater Toledo celebrated Juneteenth this past weekend with an array 
of community events organized and led by our own prominent Black 
community leaders. It was a beautiful sight to see!

Juneteenth commemorates the emancipation of enslaved African Amer-
icans and has been celebrated annually around the country since 1865.

Marked as a day of cultural celebrations with food, family and friends, 
this year’s festivities welcomed locals to celebrate a federal holiday that 
just a year ago didn’t get the national recognition it deserved.
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POC (Black Indigenous People of Color) communities and those part-
nered with us in solidarity towards positive change.

According to the historian John W. Cell, black communities adopt 
“three main approaches” to the problem of racial oppression in America: 
“accommodation,” or submitting to white dominance with the hopes of 
�	
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ratism,” or seeking to create an all-black society. As African American 
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-
commodation, confrontation, or separatism, we are elated to have a rea-
son to celebrate — and a national holiday to commentate to boot!

John W. Cell was a great American historian, he was also a professor 
of history at Duke University, and the author of several books, including 
one comparing segregation in South Africa and the United States. He was 

Main Branch Juneteenth Workshop
A rooftop celebration at the Toledo 

Lucas County Main Library

awarded a Guggenheim Fellowship in 1986.
The Toledo Lucas County Main Public Library and The Toledo Mu-

seum of Art continue to serve as a resource of African American culture 
here in the Glass City. The Main Public Library kicked off their Toledo 
Library Juneteenth Celebration festivities this past Saturday in an epic 
way. Residents attended workshops, a job fair, and demonstrations on the 
importance of African American contributions.

With Erin Baker at the helm of programming, free events were hosted 
for the community all day from 10am-10pm. Baker is the organizational 
learning coordinator for the Toledo Lucas County Public Library (TL-
CPL), where she leads a system-wide model of servant leadership to cre-
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... continued on page 11

A Federal Holiday Since 2021, Juneteenth 
Celebrates the Full Promulgation of the 
United States’ Emancipation Proclamation

This historic federal decree, made by President Abraham Lincoln on January 
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Children play in a fountain at Centennial Olympic Park in Atlanta during a 
Juneteenth celebration on Saturday. Elijah Nouvelage,Getty Images

Attendees react during a performance at a Juneteenth celebration in 
Times Square, New York, on Sunday. Alex Kent,AFP,Getty Images

Dancers perform in the Juneteenth Atlanta Black History parade on 
Saturday.Elijah Nouvelage, Getty Images
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  ... continued on page 13

Irelynn Huntley-Lee, Haleighah Huntley and 
Brooklyn Jenkins

Do You Need
Rental Assistance?

Reach Out to:

 

PATH
WAY

Economic Opportunity. Community Empowerment.

This message is sponsored by:

419-242-3521
homerelief@pathwaytoledo.org

For an online application
Home.pathwaytoledo.org

Your Trusted Community Resource

The work that provided the basis for this publication was supported by funding under a grant with the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The substance and findings of the work 
are dedicated to the public. The author and publisher are solely responsible for the accuracy of the statements and interpretations contained in this publication. 

Such interpretations do not necessarily reflect the views of the Federal Government.

MISSION
The Fair Housing Center is a non-profit civil rights 
agency that promotes housing choice, the creation 

of inclusive communities, and the protection 
and expansion of fair housing rights to support 

communities free of housing discrimination.

VISION
The Fair Housing Center will be a leading visible force in 

preventing, correcting and eliminating discriminatory housing 
practices. To achieve our vision the center works as a trusted 
community resource, engaging in education and outreach, 

advocacy for anti-discriminatory housing policies, mediation, 
research and investigation, and enforcement actions.

Maritime Academy’s First Juneteenth 
Celebration
By Dawn Scotland

The Truth Reporter
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�����%�	�+%	������		����=���	��
	�	��������������"�&��	�������������	��
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	�	�������������	���		��������	���������������	�6
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U.S. Army servicemen speaks with prospec-
tive soldiers

Free boat rides along the Maumee
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  ... continued on page 12

Five Black Service Members Shaping 
Contemporary Military History
Special to The Truth

Black Americans have served in the U.S. Armed Forces since the Revo-
lutionary War, paving the way for Black service members today.

“It is also important we foster an inclusive environment across the USO 
/����	�� K	���
	� {�&���'�����8�� {�	� 
�����	��� �����&� �� ��� �	���
	�
member surveys is the diverse population we serve feels welcome, sup-
ported, and included when visiting the USO,” said J.D. Crouch II, USO 
CEO and president. “We should feel very proud of this but always stay 
attuned to improving the experience for them.”

����� ���	�		���"� ��	� �K{� ����	�� ��	� ����	�� �� ��	��=��%� �	���
	�
members who are shaping contemporary military history.

Retired Lt. General Nadja West� ����������&	�����	��&���@�����\�[��
�(��"�`	����	
��	� ��	������Q��
9��	���	���+��&	�	������ ��	�6��%|��
�
���	� 
���	��"� ��� �	��� ��� ��	�6��%� �	��
��	|�� ����� Q��
9� �	���	�
��=�����&	�	�����[���(�<"���	��	
��	���	������Q��
9����&	��&	�	������
��	�6��%��������%"�����(�$"���	��	
��	���	������Q��
9��	���	���	��	�����
general and highest-ranking woman to graduate from West Point. 

`������	�������(�%	������	��	��	�
	"���	|�����	���	��	������	
����	�
leader, helping lead the Department of Defense (DOD) through crafting 
the response to the Ebola crisis, and managing an $11 billion budget and 
130,000 healthcare workers when she was commanding general of Medi-
cal Command.

Retired Lt. Col. Shawna Rochelle Kimbrell made headlines when she 
�	
��	���	������Q��
9��	���	��&��	������������	�6�����
	������&����
her school years, she set her sights on the sky. As a kindergartner, she 
wanted to be an astronaut, but soon shifted her focus from spaceships to 
+	����>	�	����	�"� ��	� +��	�� ��	�������6���*����"���9	����� ���� ����"�

Lt. Col. Shawna Rochelle Kimbrell, Ret., 1st Black 
��������	
��������������
�����������������������

��������������

One call for immediate crisis care in Lucas County.  
We’re ready to help anyone, anywhere, anytime.  
 
The Zepf Center connects those in need with those who can help for 
any mental health or substance use challenges. We are here 24/7 at the  
419-904-CARE Helpline and with face-to-face support through our  
Crisis CARE Mobile Outreach Team. 

Find Help, Hope & Healing by calling now or visit 
www.ZepfCenter.org

HELP. HOPE. HEALING.
	���	����������	�����|����
	��	�����	���	�������������	�6�����
	�6
��-
emy. 

Although naysayers told her to have a back-up plan because they be-
��	�	���	��&�����	�	����	������
"���^����	��"����������|�����������[��
1988, Kimbrell graduated from the Air Force Academy and earned her 
��������&����	�������&�%	����K�	|��������	
���	��6�����
	��	�	���"�
having earned an Air Medal, an Aerial Achievement Medal and an Army 
���	��������	���"� +���� �����	����	���`����������"���

	����������-
tary career behind her, Kimbrell shows no signs of slowing down. Today, 
��	��	��
��	���	����%�����	��������	���
	��������	�6�����
	�6
��	�%"�
��	�	� ��	� �	�
�	����%��
���	��
��������� ��� ��	��
��	�%|��>��	
�����
Culture, Climate and Diversity.

��	�����=	�	��Q��
9��	���	���	�	������	�������&������	�������	���K��
������6
��	�%"�����	�)�����	���������	��	�����
����������!�$��@��	�
�
��	�%�����|���	��%�������	��"\����	����������������	���	���������	�
>{>��@[��+��������	�	��}��
9�%"���������		�	�����	���	����	��
��	�%�

����	�	�����	������	���
������
��"��������	����	�	��������	��
to serve in combat. So, we were seen as taking up spots for good combat 
��
	���������	�	��		�	�"��	
���	��	��
����|������	�+��|�6���������%"�
there was a general belief that as Black women … I would not be able to 
lead in what was at that time a white-male Navy.” 

Despite being accepted to other prestigious universities, Mines was de-
termined to attend the Academy and answer the call to serve. “When the 
Academy contacted me and said I was going to be the only Black woman 
who would be admitted, I felt like it was something I had to do.” After 
graduation, Mines went on to become a lieutenant in the Navy Supply 
����������	�����	��������	����	�	���	��	��������%����������%"�
she mentors young midshipmen, is the author of “No Coincidences: Re-
�	
����� �� ��	� ������ Q��
9� �	���	� �������	� �� ��	� ����	�� K���	�� ��-
val Academy” and is a member of the Defense Advisory Committee on 
Women in the Service.

{��������%���"��(��"��	���	���	���)�%��6����������
����	���%���	�
��K��K	���	�������	��=�����������	����	
�	���	������Q��
9��	�	��	�
secretary of the United States. A retired Army four-star general, he previ-
ously attended West Point and was soon commissioned as a second lieu-
tenant. Austin served more than 40 years in the Army. He was the 33rd 
vice chief of staff of the branch and was the last commanding general of 
��	���K����
	����[��}�{�	�������	��>�����

In 2013, President Barack Obama appointed him commander of United 

Col. Merryl Tengesdal, 
Ret.

General Lloyd James 
����������������

Lt. Gen. Nadja Y. West, 
Ret. Janie Mines
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...continued on page 15

Congresswoman Kaptur joins 
attendees at the Doug

ate an impact in the community.
Community organizers and Leaders of Ohio know that every impact 

we make affects the lives of others around us. The Library’s Juneteenth 
commemoration made us aware of our impact as black indigenous people 
of color.

The Toledo Lucas County Main Public Library thrilled residents with 
their Celebration of Juneteenth featuring the Katch Band, desserts, and 
a roof-top sunset reading of the Emancipation Proclamation. It was an 
amazing experience. The line up of educational festivities were as fol-
lows:

THE GOLDEN EMPIRE: KINGS AND QUEENS OF ANCIENT 
EGYPT & KUSH AND THE NUBIAN DYNASTIES by Alecia Robin-
son, Sister Art Productions. Ages: 12 – adult, Creativity Lab

MY MIND’S EYE, IT’S ALL ABOUT PERSPECTIVE
by Audrey Johnson. Ages: 12 – adult, requires a cell phone to take digi-

tal pictures, The Fredrick McDonald Community Room
BLACK ART IS THE FUTURE: AN ARCHIVES WORKSHOP by Ste-

ven Fullwood. Ages: Adults, McMaster Auditorium
MY $2 WORTH: HOW TO SELF- PUBLISH YOUR BOOK by Mi-

chael Faulkner. Ages: Adults, Program Room
COMMUNITY COLLAGE by Simone Spruce and Corinthia Parker. 

Ages: 12 – adult.
The Fredrick McDonald Community Room imagine and create a col-

lage that promotes their various cultures and a sense of belonging cen-
tered on the theme of “What does freedom mean to you?”

MARBLEHEAD LIGHTHOUSE DEMONSTRATION AND DISCUS-
SION by Aaron S. Bivins. Ages: All ages, Creativity Lab. 

/��	������	�	���)�&�����	�X�����
���K
�	�%��������=�����<(�/
8
/�8��&���'��������	����	��������������	��������	���	�	�����������	�
history of this unique village on the shores of Lake Erie and Sandusky 
Q�%"����������	
�������	�	����������������
������	�	���)�&�����	�8

A quick roundup for your Juneteenth reading pleasure and future hope-
ful involvement:

Juneteenth... continued from page 5

From midday until sundown locals enjoyed both the 
�(������	�		�����������%�X	�������̀ 	���	��������������	���	�	��
9�

Douglass Community Association Juneteenth Celebration.
The Community Solidarity Response Network of Toledo presented a 

��%�����		��	������
�		���&�"���������������*Z��������&�����������	�%���
family activities at Mott Branch and Smith Park.

��	��(������	�		�����������%�X	�������`	���	�������� ���	���-
munity Solidarity Response Network of Toledo presented a day of free 
�	����� �
�		���&�"� �6Z�6�� �	���	� �������&"� ����� ���"� �*Z� �������&�
and a variety of family activities at Smith Park. Organizers Ruth Leonard 
and Julian Mack shared, “ Our main goal of our Juneteenth event this 
year is to uplift each other and encourage Black excellence.”

The Frederick Douglass Community Association also hosted their Ju-
�	�		���� �	�	�������  ������ ���� ��	�6��
�����|�� �	
��� ������� 
	�-
ebration where they featured a variety of activities for all ages, historical 
context, vendors, music and more. 

Congresswoman Marcie Kaptur 
and Miss Toledo
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Grace For Such a Time as This: Growing 
Gardens in the Heat of the Day
By Carla Janell Pattin, PhD

The Truth Contributor

...continued on page 12
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Grace for the Times 
[��%�����	���� �����	��%���&���	�"� [������ �� �	��%��9��� ��� ������
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June is the Grace Period 
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Grace Will Hold the Sun for You
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���&� ����"� 
��-
��&	"�������	�"��������%���	�����&�������[�����&���	
���	���	��	���	��
�����
	�������	%�����������	��	�������	����	�����	���
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First Fruits of the Harvest
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Carla Janell Pattin, PhD

Page 10 June 22, 2022

Open for  wellness
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Whether you need preventive and  
wellness care or help managing a  
complex health condition, The University  
of Toledo Medical Center’s internal 
medicine providers are the healthcare 
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Audience members stand as Let Freedom Ring plays the during the Juneteenth 
celebration at the Hollywood Bowl, in Los Angeles, on June 19.
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Juneteenth... continued from page 7

Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

4 0 4 5  A  L a n g s t o n  P l a c e ,  S y l v a n i a ,  O h i o  4 3 5 6 0
P :  4 1 9 - 8 4 2 - 8 4 8 0   E :  i n v e s t e k m a n a g e m e n t . c o m

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample
storage, high ceilings and
breath-taking views! Stop in
today to see our beautifully
landscaped grounds, resort-like
swimming pool and clubhouse
with its fully-equipped fitness
center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.

Those looking for an upscale evening out on the town for Juneteenth, ascended 
����	��9%=��&��!!�����������
�&|���
��
� �̀�������	�������	�
��%|������=
ever Emancipation Ball. The cocktail creations and drinks served were made 
����������������	��%�Q��
9=��	�"����
�&=���	��������"������������������%��%�
Black artists. Served appetizers and an open bar only enhanced the views of the 
sparkling city skyline – which looked especially dazzling on this evening.

In the historically Black neighborhood of Bronzeville, Gallery Guichard there 
�	�	�������%����	�����	���	�����9������	���������������	�
��%��	�������&���
the African diaspora, including sculpture, paintings, decorative arts and furni-
ture. A pre-Juneteenth treat was a tour of the Bronzeville Art District Trolley, 
which dropped visitors off on the doorstep of the gallery.

Juneteenth celebrations in Houston
[����	�����	���	�	���	��	�%���������	�		����
	�	�������

���	�"���	��	�������	��

���X����"��	���"����	��		���	�����%������������		��%��	����&����������	��
��
	����%��¡���
�������*��9������	�
��%|������ �̀��������	��	��	
��	�����	��{�	�
����	�
��%|���	���&�		�����
	�"���|�������%���	���	������9������	�	����	�X�����
metro area – it was also the only public park accessible to Black Americans for 
��	���&��	���������	��	&�	&�����������������	�����

�̀������%���%����	�
����&�����	���&�"���	�������¡���
�������*��9���-
servancy Juneteenth Festival included a headlining performance by the Gram-
my-winning Isley Brothers, writers of global hits such as “Twist and Shout” 
/���	��
�	�	���%���	�Q	���	�8�����@[�|����������&�\�

6���		��������	���%��
���	�	��"���	�����6���������	�		�����	�	��������	����
Market was also back for another year, with stall upon stall of handmade and 
homemade merchandise from over 50 Black-owned vendors. For an interac-
���	�	��	��	�
	����������&��	����
9�����	�X�����
������%���������	��
�������������%"�������������	���%���	��������������%�����	��>�%������	��!�
and volunteered to paint benches, weed, plant and other worthy tasks.

Juneteenth celebrations in Atlanta
This city of Atlanta is known nationally and internationally as a hub of Black 

American history – and its annual Juneteenth celebrations are back in swing and 
better than ever. Like Houston, Atlanta has been celebrating the holiday for de-

��	����������	��=�	��	�����������&�������	�����%���
�
	���"��	�������"����	���
tours, athletic events and parties to suit every taste and budget. 

The 5K Freedom Run is a crowd favorite, while the historic, three-day-long 
���	�		�����(���6������6�������*����	���������
��	�����������	��	������{�%�-
pic Park is an annual must-attend. The festival offered everything from aerial 
�%�	���������	=���
��
��	��������������9	����������((=����&����	�����
Q��
9=��	���	������K��
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Keep an eye out for visitors and partner groups from throughout the South 
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Juneteenth is an international affair here. 
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by famed Black American artist Bob Thompson. “Bob Thompson: This House 
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more contemplative way to mark the holiday in between the parties.

Juneteenth celebrations in Portsmouth, New Hampshire
The Black Heritage Trail of New Hampshire celebrates the legacy of African 

American communities in New England year-round. For Juneteenth, this organi-
zation put together two weeks of educational projects and polished arts program-
ming at sites in Portsmouth and around New Hampshire. 
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endeavored to “offer a provocative intersection of history, media, performance 
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A street-art workshop called “The Art of Erasure: Gone but Never Forgotten”   

Cameron Price and his sister Emory Price 
play with a hula-hoops at the Juneteenth 
Youth Jamboree in Louisville, Kentucky 
on Saturday.Joseph Cooke,The Courier-

Journal, USA Today Network
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main event(s).
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Hall.  
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An onlooker reacts to a performance 
during a Juneteenth celebration in 
Times Square, in the Manhattan 

borough of New York, on June 19, 
2022. ALEX KENT - Getty Images

People march in a Juneteenth reparations rally in Newark, New Jersey on Friday,  
Michael M. Santiago Getty Images People march in a Juneteenth reparations 

rally in Newark, New Jersey on Friday,  Michael M. Santiago Getty Images

event at the African 
Burying Ground Memo-
rial called “Uproar: A 
�	�	������� �� 6���
���
6�	��
��� ��	������%�\�
This was a high-energy 
dance performance to 
“introduce audiences to 
the unique lineages…
of African American 
dance.” 
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Black Service Members... continued from page 8

collards and kale in water, you should never wash tomatoes, peppers, 
okra, cucumbers, squash and beans until ready to be eaten. GCC and 
their urban farming class taught us that dunking these crops in the water 
begins the decomposition process. 

Pass Through the Waters

Second, water is essential, and your garden needs it, but water is tricky, 
and you may need some grace in this area. Do not allow water to get on 
the plants or let it form a puddle on the leaves. While I agree that rainwa-
ter is perfect for plant growth, it can create an environment for diseases 
if the water puddles for too long. 

GCC has a moisture meter where we can tell if our crops have received 
enough water. The goal is to water about six inches deep; most vegeta-
bles need about 1-2 inches of water per week. Watering by hand is time-
consuming; you’ll get an uneven water distribution. Furthermore, it is a 
wasteful practice, given that many BIPOC environmental movements are 
�&����&����	}������	��

	��������	���

If you can only hand water, aim the spray gun directly in the soil and 
pull back on the pressure to prevent from dislodging the plant. If the 
water runs off, the plant has gotten enough to drink. Suppose you want 
to know more about how to water more effectively. In that case, you can 
get hands-on urban farming and education training by contacting GCC. 

Fruitful and Multiply
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bountiful harvest. As your cucumber plant grows, tendrils (vines) will ap-
pear, and they will be ready to attach themselves to a trellis for climbing. 

Carefully identify a healthy tendril, gently wrap the tendril around the 
trellis and then release the tendril. The tendril will grab ahold and wrap 
around the trellis tightly. Cucumbers and Kentucky Wonder beans climb 

like this, one of the most exciting parts of growing climbers. But, like us, 
they need grace, space, and a support system to grow and thrive!

Prune and Divide
Fourth, prune the plant and cut the suckers for adequate growth. At 

times, you may not need gardening shears. Instead, you can gently clip 
off the suckers with your fingers. It may feel painful to prune, but these 
practices reduce diseases. If this process is too painful, you can cut 
the tomato sucker, put it in the water in a sunny location, and watch 
the roots form. Be sure that your garden tools are clean and sanitized. 
Plants are like us; growth in the right direction is important in due sea-
son! 

Pest Management 
Fifth, I know you’ve seen the white butterflies hovering over your 

garden by now. I am talking about Cabbage moths! The cabbage but-
terfly hatch eggs found in the soil or on your kale, collards, cabbage, 
and even your flowers. The worms chew through your food, which can 
destroy your garden. You’ll need BTs (Bacillus thuringiensis) products 
to treat your garden. I know, I know. I’m not too fond of pesticides too. 
I know there are other unconventional techniques for pest management. 

I can testify to the effectiveness of applying blood meal to the soil 
before planting kale and collards. I noticed increased nitrogen in the 
soil strengthens the leaves, making them strong enough to sustain the 
damage. But, I cannot advocate using blood meal mixed in the soil as 
the only solution. I can do more research on pest management, and I am 
happy to provide you with some answers. 

I wish everyone grace, blessings, and good timing over you and your 
gardens! I will share more tips, tricks, and pitfalls I’ve learned through-
out the planting, growing, and harvest seasons. If you are interested in 
learning more about gardening, please follow me on Instagram @The-
harvestdoctor or contact me via email Carla.pattin@utoledo.edu. For 
hands-on training in urban farming and education on how to bring your 
garden to scale, contact Grace Community Center’s farming manager, 
Preston Ingram, at 419-248-2467 or Elaine Page, director, to enroll in 
the Central State University’s Fast Track Farming Program.

Ed. Note: Carla Janell Pattin, PhD, is assistant professor of Humani-
ties at the University of Toledo. She can be reached at her office at 419-
530-2629 for questions on gardening.

K���	���	������������"���9��&�6������ ��	������Q��
9��	���� ��	�	��
hold the position. In 2016, he retired from the military as a decorated 
and distinguished Army veteran with many honors, including a Silver 
Star and Humanitarian Service Medal. In the private sector, he served on 
several boards until President Joe Biden nominated him to be secretary of 
defense in 2021 -- where he serves today.

Retired Col. Merryl Tengesdal� ��� ��	� ����"� ���� 
���	���%� ��	� ��%"�
Q��
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high-altitude missions. After graduating from the University of New Ha-
�	�"��	�&	�����������	��	�������	����%��%��&��	��
��	����K�	��	�������
become an instructor pilot, training Navy and Air Force students at Joint 
Student Undergraduate Pilot Training. She transferred to the Air Force 
when her Naval obligation was complete. 

���&����	��	�
���	���	��&���	������Q��
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“surreal,” she also says it’s a “blind spot.” “I try not to get caught up in 
being the only Black female. I just want to keep being inspirational and 
motivational for other people,” Tengesdal said. During training, Tenges-
dal’s instructors told her there would always be people who would say 
she was there because of her race and gender, and others who would say 
she shouldn’t be there because of those things. One instructor reminded 
her that she was incredibly talented and would keep proving to others that 
she belongs at the top – and soon enough, the critics wouldn’t have those 
	�
��	����%��	�����%"���	��	�	
����������
��	����������������
	����
self-doubt. Tengesdal retired in 2017 and has had many adventures since, 
including being a contestant on “Tough as Nails,” a CBS reality show.

Diversity and inclusion are central to the USO’s values and mission. To 
learn more about the USO’s commitment to diversity and inclusion visit 
https://www.uso.org/diversity.

Courtesy Statepoint

Growing Gardens... continued from page 10
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c.2022
Penguin Classics Marvel 

Collection
$28.00

377 pages

Black Panther by Don McGregor, Rich Buckler, 
Billy Graham, Stan Lee, and Jack Kirby
c.2022, Penguin Classics Marvel Collection 
By Terri Schlichenmeyer
The Truth Contributor

After school and Saturday mornings were 
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There you were, seven, eight, nine years 
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McGregor, Rich Buckler, Billy Graham, 
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Imagine, says Nnedi Okorafor in her foreword, being a small child of im-
migrants from Nigeria, trying to visit a comic book store back when older 
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The bonus, for fans of both movie and comic book, is that you can read this 
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Maritime Academy... continued from page 7
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LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT FOR PROPOSALS                                                                                                                                        
    TOLEDO-LUCAS COUNTY PORT AUTHORITY                                                                                                       

TOLEDO, OHIO

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Sealed Bids will be received by the To-
ledo-Lucas County Port Authority for all labor, material, insurance, and 
equipment necessary for the Chiller Replacement 2022 at One Maritime 
Plaza, Toledo, Ohio 43604, in accordance with the approved plans and 
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��� 	
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��	��	�������	����������
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43604.   
   
The project “Chiller Replacement 2022 at One Maritime Plaza consists 
of: Removal of existing watercooled chiller along with associated piping, 
power feeder & conduits. Power feeder to be removed from chiller control 
panel. Temporary removal of ductwork and louvers to facilitate demo and 
installation. Removal of abandoned air-cooled condensing unit along with 
associated ductwork, piping, power feeder, and controls. Power feeder 
to be removed from the motor control center. Installation of new chiller, 
piping, power feeder, disconnect, conduit, and fuses as indicated on the 
drawings. Reinstall ductwork and louver. Provide testing and start-up as 
needed. New control work shall be by the Owner. This project may be 
awarded by the Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority at its sole discretion. 
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be publicly opened and read aloud via conference call. Conference call-in 
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Becker Impressions, via their website www.beckerplanroom.com at the 
cost of reproduction. 

Please note that there will be a pre-bid meeting for this project for all pro-
����	�;��������
�^���������?���##�#(##�]@"(����		���
�	��-
	�
��	����������	��	�;�
������	�������	���������#��<

��
��������
room, Toledo, OH 43604. Attendance is suggested, but not mandatory. 
Please submit all questions to the Port Authority, Tina Perkins, at TPer-
kins@Toledoport.org by Monday, June 20, 2022, at 4:00 pm local time. 
Additional information can be found at www.toledoport.org 

Thomas J. Winston 
President and CEO 
Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority

 
CHURCH ORGANIST AND KEYBOARDIST
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GROUNDS MAINTENANCE ASSISTANT

Metroparks Toledo is hiring for seasonal maintenance staff.  Must be 
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CAMP INCLUSION (CAMP PEARSON)

Metroparks Toledo is hiring for a Camp Inclusion Programmer. Some 
college coursework in education, biology, recreational therapy, out-
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NOTICE TO PROSPECTIVE BIDDERS
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dors, suppliers and contractors interested in subcontracting for servic-
es, providing products or supplying materials for the upcoming Glass 
City Riverwalk Project to attend a special Subcontractor and Inclusive 
Outreach event. The event will be held on Monday, June 27, 2022 and 
Wednesday, June 29, 2022 both from 4:00 to 6:00 PM.  The loca-
tion will be at Middlegrounds Metropark, 111 Ottawa St., Toledo, OH 
43602. 
The project scope of work consists of constructing multi-use paths, fully 
accessible park elements, modern greenspaces and community attrac-
tions. Construction work items include: roadway, erosion control, drain-
age, waterworks, lighting, landscaping, bridge work, retaining walls, 
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

MARKETING & PUBLIC RELATIONS SERVICES
RFP#22-R006
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Section 3 Covered Contract, and any Section 3 Business Concerns are 
encouraged to apply.       

 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

WARREN COMMONS

Rudolph Libbe will receive proposals for Warren Commons, a 46 unit, 3 
story, wood framed supportive housing apartment building. Located at 
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Bids are due June 30th at 2:00 pm.  
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POSITION AVAILABLE

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT
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that provides free, high quality legal assistance to people with low in-
comes in Western Ohio, seeks an Executive Assistant to provide sup-
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ABLE is an Equal Opportunity Employer and places a high value on 
diversity in our workplace, including diversity in race, ethnicity, gender, 
sexual orientation, age, and physical ability. Applicants requiring ac-
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Recruitment Coordinator at ablejobs@freelawyers.org.
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1 No money down for single family home or warrantable condominium. 5% down payment requirement for 2 unit properties. Borrowers must occupy the property. For purchase loans, Borrowers cannot own a home at time of loan closing. Homeownership 
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property taxes and insurance required. Additional requirements/exclusions may apply. Up to 100% Loan to Value.
2 Improvements must be rehabilitative in nature or add square footage. Maximum term for improvements, 6 months. Additional requirements/exclusions may apply. Borrowers must occupy the property. For purchase loans, Borrowers cannot own 
�����������	���������������	�
�������������	&��������	�
����	���������������	�����������������������������������������!��	����������������$����&��&���#���������	�������'���������	���������������������	��������(�����	�
���������
for property taxes and insurance required. Home seller can contribute up to 6% of the sales price to be applied towards closing costs. Loans over $200,000 and up to $647,200 please call for additional required funds needed for down payment.
3 The interest on the portion of the credit extension that is greater than the fair market value of the dwelling is not tax deductible for Federal income tax purposes. Consult your tax advisor for further information regarding the deductibility of 
interest and charges. � Member FDIC � �����������������$�����������	���&&��*��� � YourPremierBank.com � 1-877-367-8178 � ContactUs@YourPremierBank.com

Whether you’re buying a home1, refinancing into a lower payment or making 
improvements to your home2, our Community Mortgage Program 
may be the solution for you.
 � No application fee and as little as no down payment required which reduces the amount of 

money needed to purchase a home.
 � +��9�":���������&�	�������;��&�#����&�	��	&�������	��������&�#��������������
	�
�
 � Flexible credit requirements.
 � No Private Mortgage Insurance (PMI) required which helps keep your monthly mortgage 

payment affordable.
 � Home seller can contribute up to 6% of the sales price to be applied towards closing costs.
 � Buying a home? Finance up to 100% of the cost of the home, plus the cost of the 

upgrades.3

 � Upgrading your current home?�>�"������#����������������
�
�9�����	�
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cost of your improvements up to 100% of your home’s value.3

 � Just want a lower rate or payment?�>�"������#����������������
�
����������9�":���
interest rate and affordable payments.

Tammy Moses, NMLS #494249
AVP, Community Development Officer
TMoses@YourPremierBank.com
419-794-5018

Realize your 
dream of 

home 
ownership.

Juneteenth... continued from page 9

As a part of the city-wide festivities. The sultry sounds of Ramona Col-
lins and Arthur Bishop and The Funk Band could be heard by passersby. 
It was a celebration for the books! Several musical scores by the Toledo 
Orchestra keep festival participants smiling and dancing. The additional 
musical arrangements of The African Drum Circle, Blues Man Bobby G, 
and The Cross Youth Choir could be heard sprinkled with the laughter of 
children enjoying bouncy house jumping and yummy food truck suste-
nance.

The Doug thanked all the businesses and partners that participated: 
Tina Butts (T-Bonds Bail Bonds), Toledo Kwanzaa House, Toledo Edi-
son, Ohio Voter Registration, Toledo Head Start, The Black Genealo-
gy Org., Paparazzi L ZETTAF, Deborah Mnun, Michael Ashford (Ohio 
House of Representatives from the 44th district 2011-18), The Negro 
League Basketball Memorabilia PIB LLC., UMADAOP Lucas County, 
and both University of Toledo & Owens’ Community College Black Stu-
dent Unions, respectively. A special thank you was offered to Earl Mack 
of Buffalo Soldiers, The Newsome Gospel Singers, Antwan Oxner, Nor-
ris Finley, Jazz Around the World Ent. as well as the various poets with 
artistic voices that participated.

“Much appreciation for keeping the entertainment at the Doug whole-
some and family friendly,” shared the Frederick Douglass Community 
Association. “We ap-
preciate our sponsors 
too! Thank you for 
partnering to make our 
commemoration a suc-
cess.”

Last but certainly not 
�	���"� ��	� ����� Q��
9-
niq Picnic Festival 
— Celebrate African 
American Culture — 
was pure excitement! 
This Free ‘Glamping’ 
style event was both 
eclectic and dare we 
say, alluring. 

The Toledo Black 
Artist Coalition 
(TBAC) has partnered 
with the Toledo Muse-
um of Art for an online 
exhibit entitled “Out 
of the Dark: A His-
toric Journey.” Curat-
ed by eight members 
of TBAC, the exhibit 
acts as a spotlight of 
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of the Dark” on toledomuseum.org.

Not only does the African American community honor freedom on Ju-
neteenth in its own right, but we also celebrate the act of emancipation, 
Abraham Lincoln so kindly provided to our nation those many years ago.  

For others in the community who choose to immerse themselves in 
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a great deal by learning black history from personal experience over tra-
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black experience daily and then by others who support collective black 

Ramona Collins

Community Health and Wellness Fair Promotes 
Black Mental Health and Local Services
By Jordyn Taylor 

The Truth Reporter

The sounds of Black joy have returned to the streets of Toledo. On June 18, 
The Community Solidarity Response Network (CSRN) partnered with the 
brothers of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. Xi Tau Chapter and Pathway Tole-
do to host the Community Health and Wellness Fair at Mott Branch Library, 
celebrating Juneteenth, Father’s Day, and the importance of acknowledging 
mental health within the black community. 

The turnout for the event exceeded expectations as attendees indulged 
in the free food, bounce houses, and giveaways. Throughout the event, the 
�	������&���'����������	������	�	����6�����%	��������'	�������9	����
local families. The only requirement? To explore the mental health and com-
munity resources stationed around the park.

The ring of tables and tents hosted representatives from the Street Out-
reach Program, Lucas County Early Headstart, Read for Literacy, Mental 
Health & Recovery Services Board of Lucas County, Toledo Fire & Res-
cue Department, Brothers United, and many others who made appearances 
throughout the afternoon. 

Organizers of the event 
urged attendees to take ad-
vantage of the free health 
services that were also avail-
able like CPR training, oral 
cancer screenings, prostate 
exams, and quick blood 
pressure and glucose checks 
provided by Promedica. 

Khary McClellan III, a ju-

progress, too.
Often other cul-

tures later realize 
that not only can 
they participate in 
Juneteenth celebra-
tions, but that they 
should. It’s time to 
stop creating theat-
rical narratives of 
blackness and just 
be real. 

Amber Merritt Ikpemesi O

nior pre-med student at Eastern Michigan University, exclaimed how refresh-
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“You don’t really see that often in Toledo. I think that this event made it 
clear that Black men were to be celebrated, valued, and cared about with re-
spect to their health. Between it being Juneteenth and Father’s Day weekend. 
The love was in the air”, McClellan said. 
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Carnel Smith and Reggie Williams

Toledo Museum of Art Honors Ten Local 
Individuals at Juneteenth Celebration
By Tricia Hall

The Truth Reporter

Ten local individuals were acknowledged as Changemakers during the To-
ledo Museum of Art’s Juneteenth/Father’s Day Concert on Sunday, June 19. 
Audiences enjoyed singer and songwriter Raheem DeVaughn, who was born 
in New Jersey and nominated for several awards including the BET Awards 
and Grammy Awards.

The concert also featured Loose Ends with lead vocals sung by the original 
songstress Jane Engene. Loose Ends is a British R&B band with several re-
cord hits dating back to the 1980s. 

During the intermission, The Changemakers were celebrated as commu-
nity leaders from the Junction and Englewood neighborhoods. Each honoree 
received public recognition, a token of appreciation and a standing ovation 
in appreciation of their work for the community.  

The Changemaker Award honorees were: Suzette Cowell, Toledo Urban 
Federal Credit Union, CEO and treasurer; Sonia Ramelle, Sonia Organics 
and Urban Wholistics founder; David Ross, The Arts Commission creative 
placemaking strategist; Alicia Smith, Junction Coalition director; Carnel 
Smith, EdD, Scott High School principal; Robert Smith, African American 
Legacy Project founder and executive director; Christine and Calvin Swee-
ney, PhD, Art Tatum Zone executive director and president; Celeste Tay-
lor, Toledo Lucas County Public Library regional manager and Mott Branch 
manager and Reggie Williams, Frederick Douglass Community Association 
president.

According to Changemeakers Calvin and Christine Sweeney the honorees 
were selected through an informal peer nomination process.

“Excited to be here with my wife to receive this recognition. This peer 
recognition means something. We don’t work for the recognition but it 
does feel good,” said Calvin Sweeney.
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The concert was sponsored in part by Taylor Automotive. The Toledo 
���	����������������������������������	�����	������&����������������-
tions, foundation grants, corporate sponsorships and investments. Admis-
sion to the museum if always free, visit the museum website for additional 
details www.toledomuseum.org 

L to R (Reggie Smith, Calvin Sweeney, Alica Smith, Christine Sweeney, Suzette 
Cowell, Celeste Taylor, Carnel Smith, EdD and Sonia Ramelle.

Calvin and Christine Sweeney with daughter Heaven
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