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Chris Varwig, Member
Bob Vasquez, Member
 
Dr. Romules Durant, CEO/Superintendent

Polly Taylor-Gerken, President
Sheena Barnes, Vice President
Randall Parker, Member

Toledo Public Schools congratulates the Top 10 students from each of our high 

schools and extends best wishes to the entire CLASS OF 2022 – your 

accomplishments stand as another shining example of why we are TPS PROUD!

AEROSPACE & 
NATURAL SCIENCE 
ACADEMY OF TOLEDO
Cayden A. Taylor

Wesley W. Young

Alexander O. Craig

Alyssa M. Harvey

Journe'e S. Turner

Maribel S. Hernandez

Rhapsody Hager

Isabella A. Gilbert

Annabelle Rose

Logan M. Nidek

BOWSHER
Mackenzie S. Miller

Ivianna L. Ballard

Alonna M. Wyse

Taleeyah E. Wiggins

Maverick L. Miller

Samuel J. Marx

Jorja A. Brandon

Savanna J. Smith

Madeline G. Nagel

Ragan L. Smith

JONES LEADERSHIP
ACADEMY OF BUSINESS 

Elias H. Baltazar

Joscelyn L. Panalle

Nakiyah A. Moss

Lagarius C. Shabazz

Caleb A. Browns

Eric J. Boyd

Diavion S. Perkins

Antonio M. Johnson

Tavares M. Gill

Miracle S. Riley

ROGERS

Syeda D. Rahman

Anastacia A. Morgan

Shuxuan Liu

Forshaye I. Watkins

Morgan K. Evans

Taylor N. Fordham

Trinity J. Enoch

Ty'onna L. Carter

Dante' Rome

Joseph F. Blair, Jr.

SCOTT

Damian L. Gilbert

Courtney A. Boykin

George P. Allison, Jr.

Angela McGee

Loay Aboelenien

Nyasia J. Morgan

Erin L. Harris

Jeremiah I. Taylor

Jaali T. Peterson

Lamarr V. Libiche, Jr.

START

Colin J. Fetterly

Courtney E. Clark

Cori A. Walczak

Isabelle K. VanDyke

Ziana K. Shaw

Taylor Colpaert

Olivia P. Szabo

Anna R. Helpman

Gavin J. Hall

Maya N. Dixon

TOLEDO EARLY
COLLEGE
Elijah D. Messer

Deyshanna L. Birch

Samuel J. Pinkelman

Izabel J. Routhe

Jordan Huynh

Aiden E. Bigley

Alexander Gold

Loren M. Willhight

Coriana D. Hill

Lillian A. Steedley

TOLEDO TECHNOLOGY 
ACADEMY
Aidan J. Muir

Cordelia R. Vanderveer

Jacob Todd

Cecilia Dietsch

John W. Hunt

Maya B. Nair

Andrew D. Cox

Charles T. Johnson

Tyshaun L. Herron

Maxwell Riethmiller

WAITE
Abbigayle S. Pfaff

Melany L. Bolden

Alaina M. Riojas

Talena U. Walker

Corel R. Wells

Ricardo H. Galvan

John D. Glombowski

Isaiah M. Herrera

Harold E. Taylor, Jr.

Ashley N. Watson

WOODWARD
Nabeel Baksh

Nicolos Araiza

Makayla A. Holmes

Alexander Arnold

Fernando Mandujano

Sonia Ramey

Shantel N. Wilson

Kayla E. Robinson

Juaquin M. Gaines, Jr.

Emma M. Snyder

VIRTUAL ACADEMY
Phillip D. Hufford, Jr.

Alicia Woods

Mikael A. Gonzalez

Devon J. Owens

Alexa M. Byers

Shmira S. Watson

Jywanza L. Harper

Casious C. Harris

Joshua D. Yowpp-Hernacki

Marcus Gilbert Johns

Aidan J. Muir

Aiden E. Bigley

Alexander Gold

Alonna M. Wyse

Azariah S. McDaniel

Brooke L. Billock

Colin J. Fetterly

Cordelia R. Vanderveer

Damian L. Gilbert

Dante' Rome

Deyshanna L. Birch

Elias H. Baltazar

Emily E. Potter

Gavin J. Hall

Isabella A. Gilbert

Ivianna L. Ballard

Jaali T. Peterson

Jaiden C. Cope

Jaylen M. Brake

Joscelyn L. Panalle

Kevin D. Greer

Ky'Anna L. Johnson

Laryah T. Worthy

Mackenzie S. Miller

Makayla M. Lacy

Maverick L. Miller

Melany L. Bolden

Qamar A. Farhan

Rachel D. Trader

Rakhiya L. Bell

Ricardo Hernandez Galvan

Samantha D. Gray

Savanna J. Smith

Savannah B. Dombroff

Stormy G. Hogle

Wadiah L. Lakatos

Warcario A. Craig

Wesley W. Young

1609 N. Summit Street
Toledo, OH 43604

419-671-0001

TPS.ORG

BOARD OF EDUCATION

We also congratulate those students who received scholarships from the Toledo 

Public Schools Foundation.

CLASS 
OF
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Lafe Tolliver

Empty the Churches into the Streets
By Lafe Tolliver, Esq

Guest Column

Almost like clockwork, we are getting grim daily or weekly news re-
ports of deadly woundings or killings in the Black “community.”

If you did not know better, you would think that Toledo has morphed 
into an urban shooting gallery, even making the national news as a “hot 
spot” for homicides.

The early images of Toledo being a calm and practically crime free city 
has been kicked to the curb.

You would think that the increase of assaults and killings was almost a 
diabolical scheme to throw Toledo under the bus and thus give pause and 
cause for businesses or people to relocate to this new “hot spot.”

Everyone has a theory or an opinion as to how to cauterize these wounds 
and to stop the spillage of innocent blood on the streets (streets included 
acts of domestic violence).

As opposed to simply resigning ourselves to the fates that what is, will 
be…there are solutions, but they will cost time and money and if the City 
of Toledo is not willing or able to fully or partly pay the freight, things 
will continue as is, until the so-called movers and shakers of this city get 
serious and initiate a sustained plan (one to 10 years) to end the senseless 
violence.

Now, as you know, I have not shied away from calling those things that 
are, as they are; and that includes the embarrassing truth that too much 
(any killing is too much!) of this crime is being done by Black people 
against Black people!

There. I said it. Deal with it. We are our own worse enemies and I do 
not have the space or time to delve into the historical and psychological 
reasons that perpetuate this monstrous behavior.

But I will say, it can be stopped, but the stoppage will require a gar-
gantuan effort by all entities and persons working in tandem to stop the 
carnage on the streets.

The components of such an effort will require an educational compo-
nent, a psychological component, a monetary component and a spiritual/
religious component.

My proffering at this point in time is the spiritual/religious component 
������ ��	�
����� ��������
�� ����	��������������� ����������	�����������
religious values that recognizes the value and humanity of each person; 
and by their lives being snuffed out, the aggressor is making a statement.

That statement is that the victim is not made in the image of the same 
God that made me (the shooter) and that one day I will give an account of 
these deeds done while I was living, and that accountability includes my 
marring that image of God in the person I just wounded or killed.

An amazingly simple theological statement indicates that when God 
made humankind, it was made in His image and for a shooter to take a 
life (not talking about self-defense), that shooter is telling God that His 
image making in the likeness of the person I just killed, is of no impor-
tance to me.

Not a good thing to have on your record when you meet God after you 
die.

But, I digress…
 My clarion call is initially for and to the myriad of Black churches that 

populate the “inner city.”
 This is my challenge to them and their pastors:
(1) Have a city-wide convocation with notice to each congregation, be 

it a house church with three people or a “mega” church with hundreds in 
������������������������������
���������������

������������������-
ence!).

(2) Take a map of the City of Toledo and divide up the known “hot 
spots” neighborhoods into districts.

(3) Each church is assigned a district. Some districts will have multiple 
churches assigned to it.

(4) In each district, each church will be assigned walking beats.
��������������
�����	����"������������

��������������������	����

assigned.
(6) Those members will rotate with other assigned beat walkers to cov-

er each street from the time of 8 PM to 5 AM EACH day.
�#��$����	������
�������

�	���
���
����������������������������

���

������������

���������

������"����
���������	�������������
��%
(8) They will walk those neighborhood streets, interface with the resi-

dents and will report any suspicious activity to the police.

(9) The beat walkers will receive train-
ing in community relations and how to 
	�� �� ��
����� ��������� ���� ��
�� ���
needed.

(22) Each beat walker time will be no 
more than two hours, before the other 
shift of beat walkers take over in that 
particular district.

Community funds and/or city funds 
will be expended for costs to implement 
this program realizing that the savings 
in such preventative actions will be in-
calculable.

If needed, any scary pastors who dread 
the idea of walking the streets of their 
community and talking with the resi-
dents, some of which support their very church, will receive an exemp-
tion and they can continue to teach and preach a faith without works 
gospel.

Now, I realize that such a program is dramatic, but we are dealing with 
������������ ������

�� ���� �����
�������� ������������ �������� ����������
and powerful institution in the Black community and that is the Black 
Church, hands down.

For the pastors who only wish to remain behind their stained-glass win-
dows and receive anniversary blessings and preside over the funerals of 
the victims of this carnage, shame on you.

Contact Lafe Tolliver at tolliver@juno.com
 

that only comes from experience.thth tat oonlnlyy cocomemess frfromom exexpepeeririennce

Guidance
ththatat o onln y y comessththatat only comes s frfromom pexexpeperienence.

419-661-4001hospicenwo.org

When a loved one is dying, nothing makes 
sense. But Hospice of Northwest Ohio can 
help. For more than 40 years, we have 
provided patients and families with the 
physical, emotional and spiritual support 
they need, regardless of ability to pay or 
complexity of care.

Support. Care. Guidance. In your home, 
a nursing home, or in one of our two 
freestanding hospice centers.
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Anthony Bouyer

What’s Going On, Fifty-One Years Later
By Anthony Bouyer, PhD
Guest Column

how they became this. 
 What’s Going On was released 51 years ago. Marvin Gaye released this 

iconic song in 1971 to much acclaim. Its reputation has survived the test 
of time: in 2020, Rolling Stone named it the best album of all time.  But 
it’s hard to deny the musical merit of What’s Going On — or a message as 
worth listening to 51 years later.

What’s Going On introduces its concept: an examination of contemporary 
life, particularly of Black Americans. All was hardly well for black Amer-
ica in 1971 which remains unfortunately relevant today and Gaye does not 
shy away from that. 

It would be a mistake to interpret What’s Going On as simply an angry 
cry from the Black community. It is that, yes, but also much more: a truly 
heartfelt cry for compassion, for sympathy, for common understanding and, 
above all, for love. Indeed, it’s all over the album, starting on the title track, 
����� &���� ��������

�� 	���"� '*�� ���� ���� ��� ���� �� ���+��� 	����� �����
loving here today.

And it is not merely “love” as a kind of abstract pablum Gaye calls for. 
It is true understanding, one that renders its opposite powerless, as “only 
love can conquer hate.” It is a love rooted in biblical exhortation. Fifty-one 
years later, America is in a hard place, not too dissimilar from where both 
the nation and Black Americans were just before the release of What’s Go-
ing On. And much of our struggles seem to have arisen from the lack of the 
kind of compassion, sympathy, and understanding that Gaye calls for on 
What’s Going On. We could use some of those things today to help us get 
there. With a little luck, and a little love, maybe it could help us get through 
to better things to come.

I know I’m preaching to the choir because those who should be reading 
this won’t and don’t care. It is critical that we take steps to ensure messages 
are heard. Having said something once does not necessarily mean that it 
was understood. Repeating the same thing over is far less effective than re-
stating the message in a variety of ways. If anyone is offended, please think 
about the victims of senseless killings. 

Several years ago in 2019, I wrote an op-ed 
titled Tears of The Village addressing why so 
many bBack males are killing each other. I dis-
cussed If you are the parent, grandparent or rel-
ative of a young Black male, you live with the 
constant fear of receiving that call “That your 
young black male has been killed or has killed 
another young Black male. At the time of the ar-
ticle Toledo posted 35 to 36 homicides that year 
with 95 percent of the murdered victims being 
young Black men. 

As noted in that article, guns were the weapon 
of choice in most of the killings. Since that time 
conservative law makers have passed bills mak-
�����������������	������������������������������������������������������
time.  There was a sobering statistic published in Feb 18, 2022, indicating 
that Americans living in the Toledo Black community have a one in 25 
“chance” of becoming a victim of either violent or property crimes. This 
is a troubling statistic not only for Toledo but across America for all com-
munities of color. 

Toledo had an astronomical increase in murders in 2021 that not only 
saw the continual killings of young Black men but started to see are ba-
bies becoming victims to gun violence leading to pernicious outcomes for 
victims’ families and the perpetrators’ families.  The beginning of the new 
year has continued this troubling trend. 

Who are these individuals that unleash such unspeakable horror on the 
black communities?

Author, Randall Robinson (2004, Quitting America) describes them as 
the faces of adolescence but too old from unnatural experience, expres-
sionless and quietly menacing. Their eyes empty of light, evidenced by 
the dissociation of battered souls that have been given up a long time ago. 
These are man-boys not going anywhere marked “dangerous if not treat-
ed.” The people they kill mean no more to them than they manage to mean 
to themselves. Now they are a menace to society.They know this but not 

Padua Potters Garden
Club—FREE For 
Adults and Children

Join the fun this summer by exploring the world of gardening. 
Adults and children together will explore the basics of gardening while hav-

ing fun and learning.
Every Wednesday morning starting June 8, 2022  from 8:30– 9:30 a.m.
Call 419-241-6465 for details.
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...continued on page 10

Community Leaders Discuss Impacts of Pending 
Ohio Bills
By Jordyn Taylor

The Truth Reporter

Out of concern for the future of Ohio classrooms, a diverse panel of com-
munity leaders gathered at Jesup W. Scott High School on Wednesday eve-
ning, May 11, to discuss the grim outlooks of three recent bills introduced 
to the Ohio House of Representatives. 

House Bills 327 and 616 combined would prohibit schools from teach-
ing concepts that are considered “divisive” or “inherently racist” with the 
threat of withholding state funding or revoking licenses when found in 
compliance. House Bill 454, also known as the SAFE Act, restructures the 
guidelines on recognizing a student’s gender or sexuality in the classroom. 

The panel was moderated by Lynne Hamer, PhD, professor of Social and 
Philosophical Foundations of Education in the Judith Herb College of Edu-
cation at the University of Toledo, and included Ruth Leonard, educator 
and community activist at the Community Solidarity Response Network 
(CSRN); Shawn Nelson, Attorney at Law (Marshall & Melhorn, LLC); 
Daniel Pearlman, director of the Jewish Community Relations Council 
(JCRC) of the Jewish Federation of Greater Toledo; Max Venia, recent 
graduate of the University of Toledo’s Judith Hope College of Education at 
the University of Toledo and Lucas Camuso-Stall, director of Government 
Relations for the Toledo Lucas County Public Library. 

��New & used auto loans    �
��Great rates & terms �

��Convenient payment options �

�����������	
��������������������
������������	�	
�������������	

����������	
�����������������������������	�����������������

���������	
������������

Apply online or at a branch.    
Or ask for Glass City financing 
at an area auto dealership. 

���������
�	
��������
�
���������

��	����
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A recurring theme throughout the discussion was the ambiguous lan-
guage of the bills and how it creates a large gray area on what is or is 
not to be taught in the classrooms.

“We are deeply concerned about the lack of clarity on what constitutes 
a “divisive” topic... This lack of clarity can lead to unintended or poten-
tially intended consequences. We’re concerned that topics surrounding 
the Holocaust for example as potentially divisive and thus not worthy 
to teach.” said Pearlman. “The same goes for other essential chapters of 
history. Whether it’s the Civil Rights Movement or the legacy of slav-
ery, these are topics which must be taught to our future leaders”. 

Leonard believes that this attack on Ohio classrooms is unnecessary. 

“It [H.B. 616] is intentionally implementing legally-bound ignorance 
on the next generation of learners. It is removing the truth from the 
classroom and refuses to acknowledge the humanity of students who are 
anything other than straight, white males,” Leonard said. 

Shawn Nelson, an attorney who focuses on Education Law, agreed, 
stating that this is “a solution looking for a problem.” 

Toledo Opera to Hold Chorus Auditions for 
2022-2023 Season

Toledo Opera is holding auditions for small roles and chorus positions 
for Suor Angelica/Cavalleria Rusticana (Sept./Oct. 2022 commitment), 
The Merry Widow (Jan./Feb. 2023 commitment), and a concert of opera 
choruses and arias, Celebrazione del Coro (Mar./Apr. 2023 commitment) 
���=����>�@��"�KXKK%�Z�����������

�	���
�����$�
����\�����\�����"�^K��

Jefferson Ave., Suite 601. To be considered for small roles, one must accept 
a position in the chorus for the full season.

To schedule an audition, please email James Norman at jnorman@to-
ledopera.org. For media access, please contact Rachael Cammarn at rcam-
marn@toledoopera.org. 

Lucas County COVID-19 Cases Continue 
Upward Trend 

As the Toledo-Lucas County Health Department continues to monitor an 
increase in the spread and impact of COVID-19 across the county, TLCHD 
recommends that the public know their COVID-19 Community Level and 

take additional precautions against COVID-19. 
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Toledo Public Schools Celebrate Class of 
2022

$�
����`�	
���{���
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�	�����������������������������������������
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FINAL GRADUATION SCHEDULE
• Tuesday, May 17 
 o   TECH ����K��%�%������$�����������Z���������
• Wednesday, May 25
 o   ANSAT �������%�%���������������{���

 o   Virtual Academy ���^��%�%���������������{���

• Thursday, May 26
 o   Jones Leadership Academy of Busines�����K��%�%�������`���}

���
��������Z���������
 o   TTA  ������%�%�������$$Z�$������
•  Friday, May 27
 o   Rogers ���#��%�%�������{��������$�����
• Tuesday, May 31
 o   Bowsher������X��%�%���������������������$�
�����
 o   Scott  ���K��%�%������{���������{���
����
��������
 o   Start�������%�%���������������������$�
���
• Wednesday, June 1
 o   Woodward������X��%�%����*�����������{���
�&��������
 o   Waite �������%�%����*���������{���
����
�������

Donation Account Opened at Toledo Urban 
FCU To Assist The Family of Zho’Nasia Ticey

Z���������� ��������
��� 	���� ������� ���
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������
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� 	�� ������ ��� ����
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WWW.SJJTOLEDO.ORG

Scan QR code or visit sjjtoledo.org  
for camp details and registration.

Contact Larry McDaniel, Director of Summer 
Camps, at lmcdaniel@sjjtitans.org.

WEEK OF JUNE 27
Elite Soccer Lego Robotics  
Lacrosse Sports Writing 101

WEEK OF JULY 11 
Football

WEEKS OF JUNE 7-JULY 28
Hockey (T, TH)

WEEK OF JUNE 6
Archery Pottery 
Basketball Total Athlete

WEEK OF JUNE 13
Adventure 
Elite Basketball 
Junior Basketball 
Science Enrichment 
Soccer Foot Skills/Agility

WEEK OF JUNE 20
Cooking Soccer 
Lego Robotics

��������	
��
���
	��

The Restoration Toledo Project 
The Truth Staff

On Thursday, May 12, in front of two long-abandoned homes on Homer 
Street, the Correctional Treatment Facilities (CTF), a community service 
program, and Councilwoman Vanice Williams announced the re-launch of 
the “Restoration Toledo Project.”

This project brought both incarcerated offenders and those recently re-

��������������������������������������������������������������������
�
penalties to clean up areas such as the 1858 and 1860 Homer Street houses 
that are such a blight to an otherwise neat and orderly Hyde Park Neigh-
borhood.

“This multifaceted project helps Toledo,” said Williams. “But COVID 
really hit us hard – every facet of our lives. We are working hard to get the 
project up and running.”

The Restoration Toledo Project was created in 2018 by former city coun-
cilmen and Williams has decided to restart it after the pandemic put the 
project on hold.

Bud Hite, executive director of CTF, echoed Williams’ sentiments about 
the value of the program.

“How do we contribute back to the community? There are a lot of good 
people incarcerate, a lot with good skill sets,” said Hite.

Hite explained that his team works with other groups to assist returning 
citizens increase their chance of success and minimize the impact of being 
impoverished while helping to beautify the city.

“They work on weekends at $10 an hour to reduce their debts and court-
������������%�$�������

�	�������������������"��������������������
�����
change.”

Also on hand at the announcement were Judge Ian English, city admin-
istrative judge; Jim Hobbs, deputy warden of Administration at the Toledo 
Correctional Facility and Connie Gulley, a Hyde Park resident for nearly 
30 years.

Judge English spoke of the necessity to help citizens return to “the fab-
ric” of society after they have torn that fabric.

1858 and 1860 Homer Street

Hobbs noted that the “collaboration is a fantastic opportunity for us.”
Gulley said the houses had been cleaned up four years ago but once the 

pandemic started, the houses and their yards have slipped back into a de-
crepit state.

“We want to help the individuals … come back to the community, and 
give back to the community,” said Williams. “Let’s restore Toledo.”

Trending Articles

Judge Ian English addresses the initiative to clean up blighted areas

Councilwoman Williams announces the cleanup project
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Rachelle Roy

Second Annual Living With Lupus March 
Coming
Sojourner’s Truth Staff

Rachelle Roy was diagnosed with discoid lupus in 2005 and was quietly 
living with the discomfort and the drop in self esteem the condition caused 
for about 15 years before deciding that it was time to do something about the 
public’s indifference to the disease.

“I’ve been wanting to do a walk for many, many years,” says Roy. “I had 
been getting perturbed about the lack of attention lupus has been getting, so 
it made me reach out.”

So last year, she did something about it in a big way. She organized the 
������������*���������*�
�����\������`�������������������	�������������
dozens for that inaugural gathering. 

This year the walk will be held the weekend of May 21-22 and will be, in 
all ways, bigger and more varied than the 2021 version.

This year, the whole weekend will be devoted to Roy’s effort to increase 
lupus awareness in the Toledo area.

\��{���������������"��������������������������|��������|
�	�������������
������������@�������������|�

��������������������
�����

�����������|
�	�
Evolution on Reynolds. 

\��{���������������"��������

�	����	��
�������������������������&
����
Bowl on Telegraph, starting at 8 pm.

$��*�
����

�	���
�����\������`�������{������������������X��%�%
Especially bigger, Roy anticipates, will be the donation the weekend raises 
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Jupmode and Brothers United Promotes 
Fatherhood Through the Community Shirt 
Program
Special to The Truth

Brothers United, without a doubt, cares about fathers, families and the 
community that we serve. The work that we do has been evident throughout 
the city, and we have had the opportunity to form many partnerships along 
the way. We are glad to announce that because of our hard work and our dili-
gent spirit in nurturing our community connections, Jupmode has chosen us 
for their Community Shirt Line Up for 2022!

If you are unfamiliar with who they are, Jupmode is a retail brand that 
designs, screen prints, and embroiders everything in-house. Since 2006, 
Jupmode has been dedicated to creating fun and fresh apparel and gifts for 
people who love Toledo, Ohio and the Midwest. 

“Our goal is to honor Toledo and other Midwest places by remembering 
our past and celebrating our future. It’s important to us at Jupmode to be in-
volved in all the different communities in town. When we were thinking about 
our Community Shirt Line Up for 2022, Pathway came to mind as we have 
worked with Pathway on shirts for Brothers United for many years now. We 
believe BU is an important program and is a great cause that more people 
should know about,” said Molly Joyce, Jupmode’s Marketing Manager. 

Jupmode is in its fourth year of the Community Shirt program. The brand re-
leases six shirts per year as part of a retail line that it calls “Community Shirts.” 

Community Shirts are sold for $24, and $5 of every shirt sale is donated to 
a local charity or organization making an impact in the city.

Brothers United is honored to have been chosen, and we hope that through 
building our community connections, we have more opportunities to spread 
the work of Fatherhood that we are deeply committed to.

“We love working with BU! Keyara Edwards and Avis Files have been 

wonderful to work with. 
From communication to 
brainstorming promo-
tional ideas, it has been 
a lot of fun to see the pas-
sion and ideas that come 
from the people who 
make this program suc-
cessful,” said Jupmode.

If you’d like to sup-
port Brothers United, be 
sure to buy a shirt! Every 
amount of help is wel-
comed and helps us to 
continue doing the work 
that we do.

Brothers United and all 
of its efforts continues to be supported by the community that we serve. Our 
hope is to continue serving families and shaping the narrative that Fathers 
matter and play an important role in the family dynamic. 

If you would like further information on any of the programs, please visit 
our website, www.pathwaytoledo.org, or contact Avis Files, the Director of 
����
������{����������{�������"����^��}K#�}X#��������
�����������
���%
org.

Buffalo Shooter... continued from page 9

residents.
Gendron traveled about 200 miles (320 kilome-

ters) from his home in Conklin, New York, to Buf-
falo to commit the attack, police said.

He conducted reconnaissance on the store and the 
area on Friday, a day before the shooting, Gram-
aglia said.

Gendron surrendered to police who confronted 
him in the supermarket’s vestibule and convinced 
��������������������������������������%��������
arraigned later Saturday on a murder charge, ap-
pearing before a judge in a paper gown.

The Buffalo attack was just the latest act of mass 
violence in a country unsettled by racial tensions, 
gun violence and a recent spate of hate crimes. It 
came a month after a shooting on a Brooklyn sub-
way wounded 10, and just over a year after 10 were 
killed in a shooting at a Colorado supermarket.

“It’s just too much. I’m trying to bear witness but 
it’s just too much. You can’t even go to the damn 
store in peace,” Buffalo resident Yvonne Woodard 
told the AP. “It’s just crazy.”

Lucas County’s average cases per day is 38.14, up from the previous two 
weeks daily average of 22.36. Furthermore, as of May 12, Lucas County’s 
cases per 100,000 individuals is 264.3, an increase of 197 percent from the 
previous 2 weeks. 

TLCHD continues to track the impact of COVID-19 using CDC’s COV-
ID-19 Community Levels, which are based on the number of new cases and 
hospital capacity. The Toledo-Lucas County Health Department and CDC 
recommend the following COVID-19 prevention steps as we approach me-
dium-level: 

• If you are at high risk for severe illness, talk to your healthcare provider 
about whether you need to wear a mask and take other precautions 

• Stay up-to-date with COVID-19 vaccines 
• Get tested if you have symptoms 
People may choose to mask at any time. However, those experiencing 

symptoms, who have tested positive, or have a loved one with a compro-
mised immune system, or have an infant or child too young for vaccina-
tion, should wear a mask in accordance with existing guidance. More in-
formation on prevention strategies and the new guidance on community 
levels can be found: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-
health/covid-bycounty.html 

Residents are encouraged to continue to use all available tools to pro-
tect themselves from COVID-19. Vaccines, boosters, and tests are widely 
available. Vaccines and boosters reduce the risk of COVID-19, including 
the risk of severe illness and death among people who are fully vaccinated. 

TLCHD continues to offer free walk-in COVID-19 vaccination clin-
ics Monday thru Friday from 9:00 am to 3:30 p.m. For additional Lucas 
County COVID-19 data and resources please visit: https://lucascounty-
health.com/coronavi-
rusupdates/

Covid Cases... continued from page 5



��������	
��
���
	��

If you have a personal my Social Security account, you can view your Social 
Security Statement ��
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• Supplemental Security Income.
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• Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program.
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To learn more, visit our Social Security Statement webpage at www.ssa.gov/
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• Get instant status of your Social Security application.
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If you’ve put off dental care, it’s easy to get back on 
track. Call Physicians Mutual Insurance Company now for 
inexpensive dental insurance. Get help paying for the dental 
care you need. Don’t wait.

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. Acceptance guaranteed 
for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is not 
available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: 
P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6208-0721

DENTAL Insurance

Getting back to the dentist couldn’t be easier!

CALL TODAY
1-844-334-8627

Dental50Plus.com/truth

Get your

FREE
Information Kit

GUARANTEED 
Life Insurance
up to $15,000.00

Modified Whole Life Insurance from Physicians Life Insurance Company

Call for your FREE Information Kit

1-855-961-2209
or go to life55plus.info/truth

Cash to help 
pay your 
funeral, 
medical bills 
or other final 
expenses.

• Guaranteed acceptance ages 45 to 85*

• No medical exam, no health questions

• Lock in your rate for life

�

6236

Plus — you’ll also get a FREE 
Final Wishes Planner!

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies. 
Benefits reduced first two years. Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN). 

Social Security Column
By Erin Thompson

Social Security Public Affairs Specialist in Toledo, OH

Guest Column

���������������
���������������������%
• Get an instant {����
�{���������X���������{{Z}�X�������{{Z}�X^K{%
������������������������������������������������	�
����	�����������{{�%
¡��������%���%���+������������������������������

�����������������������

of your own personal my Social Security account.  Please also encourage your 
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Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

4 0 4 5  A  L a n g s t o n  P l a c e ,  S y l v a n i a ,  O h i o  4 3 5 6 0
P :  4 1 9 - 8 4 2 - 8 4 8 0   E :  i n v e s t e k m a n a g e m e n t . c o m

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample
storage, high ceilings and
breath-taking views! Stop in
today to see our beautifully
landscaped grounds, resort-like
swimming pool and clubhouse
with its fully-equipped fitness
center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.

Congressional Black 
Caucus Issues 
Statement on Mass 
Shooting at Buffalo 
Supermarket

On Monday, Congressional Black Caucus Chairwoman Joyce Be-
atty and members of the Congressional Black Caucus issued the fol-
lowing statement on the tragic mass shooting in Buffalo, New York:

“I am horrified to see another devastating act of hateful gun vio-
lence in America. Our thoughts and prayers are with the families of 
the thirteen innocent people who lost their lives due to this tragic hate 
crime. This story is not new; we’ve seen this play out repeatedly. But 
we are very clear, thoughts and prayers are not enough. Firstly, gun 
violence is a public health crisis that must be addressed, and we must 
legislate as such. Secondly, vigilantes acting with racial animus and 
espousing white supremacist ideology that results in the loss of inno-
cent lives must be classified as a hate crime, full stop,” said Congres-
sional Black Caucus Chairwoman Joyce Beatty. 

“Last year, more than twenty thousand Americans lost their lives to 
gun violence. In the aftermath of this horrific episode, Congress has 
a moral obligation to make our nation fairer and safer for all Ameri-
cans. There must be accountability for hate, there must be criminal 
justice reform, and there must be common-sense gun reform. That 
is why Democrats in the House passed sweeping legislation to ad-
dress these glaring issues. The Senate must abolish the Jim Crow era 
filibuster and pass the legislation that will save the lives of innocent 
Americans. We owe it to the victims, their families, and all Ameri-
cans to take action.”

Tips for Small 
Businesses to Not Only 
Survive, But Thrive
Special to The Truth

Small businesses are the heartbeat of communities. They pump life into 
neighborhoods, making them vibrant places to live, work and raise fami-
lies, and are key to millions of local jobs. In fact, approximately 50 per-
cent of all Americans are employed by a small business and 99 percent of 
American businesses are small businesses, according to the U.S. Small 
Business Administration.

“Small business is big business,” said Wells Fargo’s head of Small Busi-
ness Derek Ellington. “As a bank that proudly serves over 3 million small 
business customers, we are still supporting small businesses in their post-
pandemic recovery, but we’re also seeing many growing businesses bring-
ing new ideas to life, and going from surviving to thriving. Now more than 
ever, it’s an important time for small businesses because they are such a 
vital part of the economy.”

To further power economic growth, strengthen your business, and deliver 
on the products and services the nation depends on every day, Wells Fargo 
offers the following four tips to move from surviving to thriving:
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line offerings and create a digital, ecommerce presence. Most had to change 
relationships with supply chains and vendors or reduce hiring. When it 
comes to business planning for the next six, 12 or even 18 months, one 
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cil. Most importantly, be nimble enough to pivot, using your experiences 
over the past two years as a guide.

2. Stay in the know. Stay informed of the latest developments that could 
impact your business. For example, what do rising rates and growing costs 
of supplies and services mean for you? A small business banker can help 
you understand your options based on your particular business and needs, 
and make any necessary adjustments. Keep in touch with your tax advisor, 
accountant, and local chambers of commerce to stay in the know.

3. Prepare for new competition. Now that life has regained a sense of 
normalcy, new business trends are emerging fast. To prepare for new com-
petition, stay ahead of your competitors and drive new growth:

��¤������������������"���������������
�������������������
• Ensure you have competitive pricing
• Change your business model and services to stay ahead
• Provide exceptional customer service to existing and new customers
• Target new markets
4. Invest in growth strategically. To continue to grow, innovate and at-

tract the best employees, demonstrate that you’re willing to invest in the 
future. However, it’s never cheap, and you might not be able to afford 
needed investments with your current revenue. Before borrowing money 
or taking out a loan, consider opportunities like changing your payments 
or receivable collection process, or reducing expenses. Then look into the 
right lending opportunities when you are ready to accomplish big mile-
stones like expanding, relocating, or adding new technologies with more 
capabilities. Strategic growth is all about investing in the right areas of 
your business at the right time to create an infrastructure in which you can 
������%

For more small business tips and resources, visit wellsfargo.com/biz.
Whether you’re a seasoned business owner or new entrepreneur, consider 

using these tips to succeed and thrive in an ever-changing environment.
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His Name is George Floyd: One Man’s Life and 
the Struggle for Racial Justice by Robert Samuels 
and Toluse Olorunnipa
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

The Truth Contributor

The pavement was hard.

At that time of day, it still held the 
last of the sun’s warmth but that didn’t 
make it comfortable. Pebbles embedded 
in blacktop can bloody skin in a minute; 
bits of broken glass can scratch a cheek 
lying on the concrete. Street-side is never a good place to be, and in the 
new book, His Name is George Floyd by Robert Samuels and Toluse 
Olorunnipa, it gets worse.

All who knew George Floyd knew that he loved them. He said so, in texts 
and in person, every time he saw them. That’s the kind of man he was.

Born in North Carolina in 1973, Floyd was a joyous child surrounded 
by female relatives who doted on him, and missed him badly when his 
mother took her children and followed a man to Houston. There, the fam-
ily lived in a neighborhood that was mostly Black and all poor, and Floyd 
gained two younger half-brothers.

The authors say that Floyd wasn’t the best student at Jack Yates Senior 
High School in Houston, but he wasn’t the worst. Teachers and students 
liked him; coaches liked him because he could really play basketball 
��������	�
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games but since he was more than six feet tall and a couple hundred 

pounds, there was promise. Which was 
just enough.

Much to his heartbreak, Floyd couldn’t 
pass the TAAS test given to assess the 
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Texas. No pass, no diploma, but though 
he wasn’t able to attend his graduation 
ceremony, he did land a basketball schol-
arship to South Florida Community Col-
lege. Alas, bad grades followed him there 
and he soon returned to Houston, frustrat-
ed and broke, and he began selling drugs.

That didn’t go well, either: Floyd was 
arrested, convicted and sent to prison.

More than four years later, with a felony on his record, Floyd decided 
to move to Minneapolis. It was a chance for a fresh start...

While it may seem that His Name is George Floyd might be too painful 
to read, even now, two years after his death, that’s not so. Not entirely.

There are huge pockets of sunny joy in this book, at a childhood en-
joyed, dreams reached for, and people beloved. Those sides of Floyd, 
parts that were missed by many news outlets, are shared but authors Rob-
ert Samuels and Toluse Olorunnipa don’t let him become larger than life; 
�
�����������"������������

���������������%

Then again, there are times when George Floyd becomes almost a side-
note here.

That’s when Samuels and Olorunnipa turn away to focus on what else 
happened that boiling-hot summer of 2020, including the BLM protests, 
politics and other incidences of police overreach; we also get a good 
overview of Derek Chauvin, his background and his trial.

Readers who want to somehow memorialize Floyd will appreciate this 
book for its candor, good research, and its storytelling. You’ll also want 
His Name is George Floyd for its concrete answers.

His Name is George Floyd 
author Robert Samuels - 
coutesy Katherine Frey.

Washington Post
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LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT FOR PROPOSALS                                                                                                           
TOLEDO-LUCAS COUNTY PORT AUTHORITY                                                                                                          

TOLEDO, OHIO

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Sealed Bids will be received by the Toledo-Lucas 
County Port Authority for all labor, material, insurance, and equipment necessary for 
the Component 2: Reconstruction of Dock Face Phase 3 Rebid project located at 
Facility One, 3518 St. Lawrence Dr., Toledo, Ohio 43605, in accordance with the ap-
��������	
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Ohio 43604. 
The “Component 2: Reconstruction of Dock Face Phase 3 - Rebid” project consists 
of: 
WATERFRONT: Removal of old fendering system, supply and install new fender-
ing, repair sheet pile wall, and create new drainage openings in the sheet pile wall. 
Remove and replace the sheet pile concrete cap. 
DOCK SURFACE: Remove existing crane rails, remove pavement to 50 feet from 
sheet pile wall, removal electrical manholes and conduit, furnish and install new 
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tracks in the areas of the track where there are turnouts or switches. In addition, tie 
backs, as directed on the drawings, should be completely dug up so that they may 
be inspected. 
A portion of the existing storm system will need to be reworked including a lift station. 
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the sheet pile wall. The electrical power for the lift station is to be coordinated with 
the electrical contractor. 
RAILROAD TRACK: Track is to be removed and replaced, including ballast. Pre-
cast concrete crossing panels will also be installed along the tangent portions of 
the track. 
The base bid for the dock surface and rail would be too non-perform replacement 
between 0+00 and 2+50 and also 37+00 to 41+60. The alternate for this area would 
be to remove and replace as indicated. 
PHASING: The Port of Toledo operations will continue through construction. As 
such, the dock face reconstruction will be completed in sections along the dock. All 
work must be completed in a section of the dock (including rail and pavement) prior 
to moving to the next section. The drawings currently show 5 phases to complete 
the dock restructuring. The order and location of these phases are indicated on the 
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GENERAL: This is a lump sum bid. All quantities shown on the bid sheet are to be 
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add up to your total lump sum fee. These unit prices are to be used in the event of 
an owner directed change to the contract documents. 
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bid combined total is approximately $13,200,000.00. The Base bid is approximate-
ly $11,800,000.00, and Alternates 1 through 6 are approximately $1,400,000.00. 
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non-responsive. This project may be awarded by the Toledo-Lucas County Port 
Authority at its sole discretion. 
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read aloud via conference call. Conference call-in information will be shared in 
addendum no. 1. 
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through the life of the construction contract.
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Becker Impressions, 4646 Angola Road, Toledo, OH 43615, phone 419.385.5303, 
during normal business hours, or (2) ordering from Becker Impressions, via their 
website www.beckerplanroom.com at the cost of reproduction. 
Please note there will be an on-site pre-bid meeting for this project for all prospec-
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following. Prospective bidders interested in attending should contact Tina Perkins 
(TPerkins@Toledoport.org) at Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority prior to Friday, 
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attend. Attendees should meet at the stone parking lot next to the main gate at 
George Hardy and St. Lawrence Dr. Attendance is suggested, but not mandatory. 
Please submit all questions to the Port Authority, Tina Perkins at TPerkins@To-
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formation can be found at www.toledoport.org 

Thomas J. Winston                                                                                                                                                   
President and CEO
Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority

 

REAL ESTATE MANAGER

The Lucas County Land Bank is looking for a capable and tal-
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and commercial buildings. This mostly office-based work involves 
coordinating inspections, contractors, and services in light of the 
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hood.

Annual salary of $55,000 - $65,000, depending on experience. 
Opportunities for bonuses. Very generous benefits, including 
complete health care coverage, significant paid time off, and 
401(k) style retirement plan with competitive employer match. 
Position open until filled.
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our founding 11 years ago, the Land Bank and its energetic staff 
have renovated 800 abandoned properties, demolished thou-
sands of blighted buildings, and increased the value of tens of 
thousands of properties in our community.

To learn more and to apply, visit https://LucasCountyLandBank.
org/about/jobs

The Lucas County Land Bank is an equal opportunity employer.

 
INVITATION FOR BIDS

IFB22-B003 LEAD HAZARD ELIMINATION – 
BIRMINGHAM TERRACE & PULLEY HOMES 

%�
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bids from General Contractors for the for the removal of Lead 
Base Paint and Improvements at selected locations in Lucas 
County.   Received in accordance with law until June 6, 2022 at 
3:00 pm. See documents: www.lucasmha.org; 435 Nebraska Av-
enue, Toledo, OH 43604; or 419-259-9446 (TRS: Dial 711).  Affir-
mative Action and Equal Employment Opportunity requirements 
(Executive Order #11246). This contract opportunity is a Section 
3 Covered Contract, and any Section 3 Business Concerns are 
encouraged to apply.
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Promo Code: 285
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, 

Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

1-866-275-2715

CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS
OR YOUR MONEY BACK
GUARANTEED!

*The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated 
professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License# 
41354 License# 99338  License# 128344 License# 218294 License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946 License# 
2705132153A License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 License# WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License# H01067000 Registration# 
176447 Registration# HIC.0649905 Registration# C127229 Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475 
Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# PA069383 Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H 

YOUR ENTIRE LEAFFILTER PURCHASE*
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THE FIRST 50
CALLERS WILL
RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL

15% OFF

YOUR ENTIRE INSTALL!
**Offer valid at estimate only

10% OFF SENIOR &
MILITARY DISCOUNTS

FINANCING 
THAT FITS

������������1

1Subject to credit 
approval. 

Call for details.

5% OFF
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White House Artist and Toledo’s Art Commission Merit Award recipient, Brenda Singletary e
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Sponsored by Promedia, The Ohio Arts Commission and the National 
Endowment for the Arts. Brenda Singletary’s exhibit is Saturday May 21, 
3-7 pm., located at her downtown Toledo studio, The Art Factory, 425 Jef-
ferson, Suite 304, 

Brenda attended Morris Brown College BA, and Goddard College with 
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work is represented by galleries and corporate collections such as AT&T, 

Marriott, and Kaiser-Permanente and others. She has received numerous 
public service and art awards from The Congressional Black Caucus, At-
lanta Business League, American Express, United College Fund, and the 
Daimler-Chrysler Motion through Expression and others.

Brenda served two years as a panel judge and educational guest speaker 
for the President’s Commission on White House Fellows. Her artwork is a 
part of the White House Art Collection. 

You can reach Brenda Singletary at b1singletary@gmail.com, 419-540-
2905 bsingletary.com, 

Open for     healing

OPEN FOR YOU
From preventative 
care to treatment of 
complex orthopaedic 
and rehabilitation 
needs, we are open to 
serve our community.

utmc.utoledo.edu

Tyree, UTMC Physical 
Therapy Patient

Victory Revival Honors The Movement 
The Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance (IMA) held its Victory Re-

vival on May 12 and 13 featuring Worship Leaders, Debra Brock and Ron-
nie Lindsay and guest speakers Clifford Mayes of Macedonia Church and 
Maurice Jackson of Columbus, OH.

The assembly also took the occasion to honor Tina Butts and The Move-
��������� ����� ���������	���
���������|\¡��}��"��
�������� ����������
accomplishments, said Rev. Cedric Brock, president of the IMA.
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Guest speaker Marks with Greater St Mary’s Women’s’ Book Club

Seminar Connects Faith to Finances
By Tricia Hall

The Truth Reporter
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1-866-497-1642

Now you can fi nally have all of the soothing 
benefi ts of a relaxing warm bath, or enjoy a 
convenient refreshing shower while seated or 
standing with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s 
FREE Shower Package!
� First walk-in tub available with a customizable shower

� Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for your height 
and pivots to off er a seated shower option

�High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive 
lifetime warranty on the entire tub

�Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included 
at one low, aff ordable price

Now you can have the best of  both worlds–there 
isn’t a better, more aff ordable walk-in tub!

Call Today for Your Free Shower Package

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1 SellingWalk-In Tub
                       Featuring our Free Shower Package

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Call Toll-Free 1-866-497-1642

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with 
any previous walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. 

No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase.

CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 

WITH APPROVED 
CREDIT

SPECIAL OFFER

Renee Heard, Women’s Book Club teacher; LaTanya Jackson Wilson, event 
coordinator and Angelique Strong Marks, guest speaker


