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My [prayer ritual] is spending time to ask for what I need and then listening for the answer…
[Afterward] I feel grounded, guided, and supported all day. I feel like I’m co-creating my out-
come with the universe.                              - Lena West 

Taking Time to Make Time
By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, Ph.D.

The Truth Contributor

African American churches and their clergy leaders have always led the attack 
in the battle for community transformation while also providing the “spiritual 
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Yet, record numbers of Black and evangelical pastors have walked away from 
the profession in the last decade, threatening the Black Church’s power and in-
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search, issues for leaving the profession include a “change in calling,” burnout, 
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I talked with the couple about the painful reality of clergy efforts to balance 
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in the corner, just humming hymns and crying out to God, and I have a praying 
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of course, the ministry and all of the other 
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going through the confession, going through 
petitions, supplication, praying in the spirit, 

... continued on page 9
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Lafe Tolliver

Here We Go Again!
By Lafe Tolliver, Esq

Guest Column

If you have been remotely following the GOP hue and outcry about Presi-
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to rally for all of the other Black women who have been excluded from 
consideration!
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Contact Lafe Tolliver at tolliver@juno.com
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The Fair Housing Center and Other Fair 
Housing Groups Reach Historic Settlement 
with Fannie Mae Focused on Rebuilding 
Communities of Color
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This week, The Fair Housing Center, along with the National Fair Housing 
Alliance (NFHA) and 19 other local fair housing organizations throughout 
the country, reached a landmark $53 million agreement with Fannie Mae 
(formally known as the Federal National Mortgage Association) to resolve 
a case arising from allegations that Fannie Mae treated foreclosed homes in 
communities of color unfavorably. 

The settlement will help rebuild and strengthen communities of color in 39 
metropolitan areas including Toledo. In the case, The Fair Housing Center 
and the other plaintiffs alleged that Fannie Mae maintained and marketed 
its foreclosed homes in predominantly White neighborhoods while allow-
ing similar homes in communities of color to fall into disrepair and that this 
differential treatment exacerbated the damage caused by the 2008 mortgage 
crisis and impeded recovery from the crisis in neighborhoods of color. The 
	�
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laws cover the maintenance and marketing of Real Estate Owned (REO) 
properties.

 “The vitality of our neighborhoods and the health and well-being of our 
residents are directly tied to the quality of our housing stock,” stated Marie 
Flannery, President and CEO of The Fair Housing Center. “The neglect of 
foreclosed properties contributed to blight, decreased property values, re-
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ful to NFHA and everyone involved in this case for their commitment to 
reaching a resolution that will provide the necessary resources to restore and 
rebuild communities disproportionately impacted by housing instability. We 

look forward to engaging with local stakeholders to develop a plan for rein-
��
��������
��
����������������
������������=��"�����9
������8������
���������
housing rehabilitation and development. This effort brings us one step closer 
to ensuring everyone in our community, regardless of their ZIP Code, can 
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hensive, four-year investigation of more than 2,300 Fannie Mae-owned fore-
closed properties in 39 metropolitan areas in the country. Of those proper-
ties, approximately 127 were located in Toledo. The plaintiffs collected more 
than 49,000 photographs revealing poorly maintained properties in Black 
and Latino communities, particularly as compared to properties in predomi-
nantly White neighborhoods.
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settlement to promote home ownership, neighborhood stabilization, access 
to credit, property rehabilitation, and residential development in the 39 met-
ropolitan areas at issue in the case, including Toledo. 

The plaintiffs will manage and disburse the settlement funds, providing 
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ation homebuyers and renovations for homes that languished in foreclosure. 
The grants will also include innovative programs and partnerships to pro-
mote fair housing. 

Fannie Mae implemented practices that will help avoid similar harmful 
treatment of communities of color in the future, including increasing its 
oversight of maintenance of properties it owns, prioritizing owner-occupants 
rather than investors as purchasers of REOs, and ensuring that it complies 
with fair housing laws, including by providing fair housing training to its 
employees and vendors.

The Fair Housing Center and the other fair housing groups are represented 
8
�������	����������
��������
��������$����:�.��$�����0����������$��
"���������=�����
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�E��-
�����$���
��������N�����&�����%E�88����'�!����
�����������
����#����&��
-
ing Advocates of Northern California.

�J�'��0�!�����������&��
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�!!������
the investigation into potential disparities in the maintenance and marketing 
of REO properties. The author and publisher of this press release are solely 
responsible for the accuracy of the statements and interpretations contained 
������
�!�8��	�������'�	�������!��������
����������	�
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...continued on page 6

Take the next step to 
homeownership with our 
Community Home Loan

JacQuelon C. Wilson
Community Development 

Mortgage Loan Originator
C 419.508.0806

NMLS 1638079
JacQui.Wilson@YourStateBank.com

930 W. Market Street
Lima, OH 45805

1900 Monroe Street, Suite 108
Toledo, OH 43604Subject to credit approval. 

YourStateBank.com
877.867.4218

Juanita Greene: Banker, Public Servant, 
Extraordinary Volunteer
By Asia Nail

The Truth Reporter

Every spring the YWCA honors women in northwest Ohio who demon-
strate outstanding leadership qualities and open doors in their communities 
for other women to achieve their potential, too. The YWCA of Northwest 
Ohio has announced the latest class for the YMCA Milestones Awards: A 
Tribute to Women.

The Milestones Awards Luncheon was established in 1996 to recognize 
women of northwest Ohio for their outstanding contributions in the areas of 
Arts, Business, Education, Government, Sciences, Social Services and Vol-
unteerism. 

This year the YWCA is honoring the central role Juanita Greene plays as a 
volunteer in shaping the culture and black history in the city of Toledo.

Greene’s groundbreaking accomplishments will be celebrated this March 
in great company. This year’s inductees are: Jennifer Jarrett (arts), Marsha 
4������� S8�
���

U�� 4��
� D������ S���	�����U�� .������� E������ S������-
ment), Joan Duggan (sciences), Robin Charney (social services) and Juanita 
Greene (volunteerism).

While attending Scott High School during the civil rights era, Juanita 
Greene rose above inequality to excellence, becoming both a young leader 
and honor roll student.  “One of my counselors applauded my grades and 
recommended I apply for an internship program with Society, now Key-
Bank,” recalls Greene. 

At 16, Juanita worked part time at KeyBank and upon graduation the bank 
hired her permanently. “I started in the bookkeeping department, became 
a teller, mortgage lender, commercial lender, and then eventually regional 
manager. I went through their entire educational banking curriculum. It has 
all been very rewarding,” says Greene fondly.

Despite long-standing challenges within Toledo’s underserved communi-
ties, Juanita Greene remains a progressive backbone within Toledo’s major 

�	������������
�������
����	���
�
��

“When I was the manager of KeyBank Warren Sherman, the federal gov-
ernment came in with an urban renewal proposal and asked us to help map 
out a plan of action to ensure downtown Toledo and surrounding areas sur-
vived,” she explains. “We also developed the largest African-American 
church organization portfolios of any other competing local bank.” 

Toledo City Council approved urban renewal plans that included the Old 
West End and the downtown area near the old Edison steam plant.  “This 
was an area where a lot of families needed help. There were very low rates 
of home and business ownership,” shares Greene. “Along with other leaders 
of the community we built up the area one relationship at a time.” 

Ultimately, the most emotionally draining aspect of being ‘the new black/
brown neighbor’ in a new community is having to jump through hoops to 
prove that you are a trustworthy human being, when others can just show up, 
say who they are and be taken at face value.

Greene conducted mediations when black or brown residents would move 
into predominantly white neighborhoods. “I believe dialogue sessions be-
tween new neighbors is a great tool. Neighbors often learn they want the 

Milestones Honoree Juanita 
Greene

same basic things: a well-maintained 
home and a peaceful environment,” 
shares Greene.

Starting as Toledo Trust, then Soci-
ety Bank and then KeyBank, Juanita 
Greene worked diligently as a liaison 
to predominately black and brown 
areas of Toledo for 32 years. “I love 
educating our black community on 
why they deserve to have a mort-
gage,” says Greene. “We all deserve 
to have our own home and the same 
possible quality of life as everyone 
else.”

Following early retirement from 
KeyBank, Mayor Carty Finkbeiner contacted Greene for a position with To-
ledo’s Department of Neighborhoods.  Greene had a unique understanding 
of the areas that the banking industry could stand to be more aggressive with 
lending and she entered public service as Housing Commissioner of The 
Department of Neighborhoods. 

Greene would be promoted to Economic Development Director just three 
months later before ultimately being named executive director of the Board 
of Community Relations. The Board of Community Relations assembled its 
��
�������������;F)6����������������75�
���
������3����
����������
�	�������
to increase and maintain balance and harmony within underserved communi-
ties.

Juanita Greene smiles when she hears a description of her as one of Tole-
��9
�M��
�������������	���	�������
���&������	����H�M39�������
�����
�!��!���
throughout my working years, I just hope that I’ve helped each person in 
some way.”

Now, as administrator at The First Church of God where Bishop Robert 
Culp serves as senior pastor, Juanita Greene has been a longtime advocate 
for eliminating racism while strengthening families through education, shar-
ing, “I serve on the Board of Trustees for both the Black Brown Coalition 
and the Toledo Community Coalition. This pandemic has taken so many 
Black and Hispanic lives it’s important that we come together to advocate as 
a community, regardless of our differences.”

The mission of the Black/Brown Unity Coalition is to, “Empower our com-
munities with self-determination through community organizing, education, 
community services, analysis and advocacy.”  In like manner, The Toledo 
Community Coalition was formed with the purpose of determining how the 
needs of the black community might be met while addressing the motiva-
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Juanita Greene... continued from page 5

Candice Harrison

Candice Harrison Named President of Toledo 
Press Cub

Candice Harrison, the external communications manager for Toledo Public 
'	����
����
�8��������������!��
�������������.��

�$��8����"�������������
��
Black president of the Club. She will be inducted during the Press Club’s board 
of directors virtual meeting on February 9.

The Press Club, which will celebrate its 50th anniversary this year, actively 
promotes the advancement of ethical journalism while examining issues shap-
ing journalism today. The Club also seeks to enhance fellowship among jour-
nalists and increase collaboration with those in various areas such as business, 
education, politics, among others.

Harrison is also the owner of Synergy Engagement, a communications, pub-
��	���������
�����������������������	��!������
�	������	�����
�
�������
����
aid organization and individuals amplify their brand and messages.

Harrison is the former director of communications for the Toledo Museum 
of Art and the former senior communications manager for the Toledo Zoo an 
Aquarium. She was honored with the 20 Under 40 in Leadership Award in 
2014 and a Top Community Voices Award from United Way of Greater Toledo 

ity, and the Toledo chapter of Jack and Jill of America, where she serves as 
vice president. 

A native Toledoan and graduate of Central Catholic High School, Harrison 
received her bachelor’s degree from the University of Toledo and her mas-
ter’s degree from Spring Arbor University. 

in 2013 in recognition of her extensive com-
munity involvement

She has previously been director of com-
munications for the Toledo Museum of Art 
and, prior to that, senior communications 
manager for the Toledo Zoo & Aquarium.

In addition to the Press Club Board, she 
currently serves on the Board of Trustees for 
Rotary Club of Toledo and the Arts Com-
mission. She is also a member of the Toledo 
chapter of Links, Delta Sigma Theta Soror-

tions of funders to invest in underserved areas.
Juanita Greene’s tenacity to manage the successful campaign to pass lead 

paint legislation (as a co-chairman of the Toledo Lead Poisoning Prevention 
Coalition) in homes where lead paint is poisoning the bodies and minds of 
helpless children, is a true gift to the city. Greene was inducted into Scott 
High School’s Hall of Fame in 2018, honored as having achieved notable 
milestones such as these through community service. 

It is a pleasure to salute Juanita Greene and all the honorees for their con-
tributions to society. The YWCA is to be thanked for increasing the commu-
nity’s awareness and appreciation for the diverse achievements of the more 
than 150 female leaders in northwest Ohio for the past 27 years. 

The 2022 YWCA Milestones: A Tribute To Women will be held virtually 
on March 24, 2022 at 11:30 a.m. Please consider purchasing a congratula-
tory ad or a zoom party to support all of the vital services the YWCA pro-
vides in support of vulnerable women and children of northwest Ohio. Visit 
YWCAnwo.og for more details.
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Tazewell Thompson

Blue: A Unique Story for the Opera Stage
By Dawn Scotland

The Truth Reporter

The Toledo Opera held a livestreamed discussion in anticipation of its up-
coming opera Blue. Blue, which features an all-black cast, will debut at the 
Valentine Theatre August 26th & 28th. The virtual discussion was moderated 
by Rhonda Sewell and featured composer Jeanine Tesori and librettist Taze-
well Thompson. 

Blue is a unique story for the opera stage.
Originally derived from the experience NAACP theatre Award winning 

Tazewell Thompson lived as a Black man in America, the story of Blue is a 
composite of the 21st Century black experience. 

A story that is needed and has been untold on the opera stage until now. 
The livestreamed event started with a memoriam to Black lives lost to police 

brutality. Members of the Blue cast performed “The Talk” and the chilling 
M��
�4
��������0�������������	���
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���������
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�����	��

�
the screen. 

Blue is a story birthed from the Black Lives Matter movement. Tony Award–
winning composer Jeanine Tesori was commissioned to create a piece to ad-
dress the crisis in 2015 and called on Thompson. 

“We both felt that we needed to say something about what was going on in 
the country…”, said Thompson, “It seemed that every month there was some-
�������8������!���	�����	����������������������8��	��8�
����������&������	����
on the murders of Trayvon Martin and Eric Garner. “It just seemed never end-
ing.” 

Thompson spoke at length about the current climate in America. “Those 
feelings that I have now I had then as well when I started to write the libretto.” 

The story of Blue is not limited to the stage. A clip was shown from ‘Blue: 
Stories of Toledo’, a documentary created to tell Toledo stories involving po-
lice brutality. The documentary will debut February 23 at Mott Branch Library 
and will also be available livestreamed. 

"��������������
���	�������
��N���
�0�	���
���S#�	�8���������
��	
U��'���-
ley Green, PhD, retired lieutenant, and retired Sergeant Anita Madison. In the 
clip, Dickerson, a Toledo-native, shares a very painful story of being arrested, 
tazed and suffering a heart attack at the hands of the Toledo Police Depart-
������"���!
�������	�����������!��	���M�����3���������
��
�����
����������
-
where… it’s painfully familiar,” said Thompson, “I could have written for ever 
and ever and ever…” .

Thompson expressed the importance of Blue “I felt in my way, as an artist, I 
was contributing something to the stories… in my own way I have contributed 
to telling a story that hopefully will be part of healing.” 

“But also more than that-- that someone has recognized that it’s a theme, it’s 
an issue, it’s a problem, and it’s a crisis that has no self-life,” he stated, as he 
����	�������������	����
�������
��������!���	�����	��
������
���
����	�����*���
York City and gun violence amongst teenagers in his neighborhood.
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Jeanine Tesori

director of community engagement at the Toledo Opera, presented the synop-
sis of the opera as quoted by Thompson.]

The show premiered at the Glimmerglass Festival in 2019 and received the 
Music Critics Association of North America 2020 Award for Best New Opera. 
It will run in Seattle, Chicago, Minneapolis and internationally. The debut of 
Blue was originally scheduled for February but was postponed due to the rise 
in COVID-19 cases. 

The discussion ended with a Q&A session from the livestream audience. 
Rhonda Sewell, chair of the Board of Trustees of the Arts Commission and the 
director of Belonging and Community Engagement at The Toledo Museum of 
Art moderated the discussion with the creators. The full event can be viewed 
on the Toledo Opera Facebook page and YouTube page. 

The Toledo Opera is offering a unique experience to engage with the story 
8��������
���8����"��
��������
�������
�����	�������
�!�����������!��
������
by the Toledo Opera. 

Upcoming community events for Blue:
‘Blue: �������	�
	����
���	
����������	���	���������	��
	�����	
�����-

sion at Mott Branch Library 
Wednesday, February 23
6:00 pm Eastern
Free in-person event
�'?.���2��
������������'�����������
�����������������
Artist Reception for Yusuf Abdul Lateef at River House Arts
Friday, February 26
5-8 pm 
������&��
�����
�E�����
�%��5)�N�����
���������"�������>&��(�6�
Free event

and fear for their ac-
tivist teenage son. 
The mother worries 
for his future, the 
father while prepar-
ing his son for the 
realities of 21st Cen-
tury America wrestles 
with his own identity: 
a Black man in blue.” 
[Alyssa Greenburg, 
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We're looking 
for you.

Sign-On Bonuses                 

 of up to $2,000 

Full/Part-Time Positions

Paid Training

Excellent Benefits

Apply today at

www.tarta.com/careers

The First Church Free Community Store
By Tricia Hall

The Truth Reporter

The First Church of God located on the corner of Collingwood and Central 
opened their monthly store that provides free items to the community on Sat-
urday January 29, from 11a.m.- 2 p.m. The store doesn’t require documenta-
tion that determines need eligibility and encouraged all Toledoans to stop in 
and pick up a variety of available items.

"���	��������������
��8�����������=�������
��������
���������������	��������
the church’s lead pastor, Bishop Robert Culp in August of 2021 and within a 
few months made several connections which eventually led to a collaboration 
with three Toledo-area Walmart stores.

 “Bishop asked for donations and now we’re connected to three Walmarts 
which provide us with donations,” shared Juanita Greene.

 The congregation collects, sorts and distributes the Walmart items between 
two store locations. The East Bancroft location operates every Thursday from 
10 a.m.- 2 p.m. while the Collingwood and Central location operates every 
third Saturday.

 “We want to serve individuals who are in need, you shouldn’t have to choose 
between bills and toothpaste. We’re blessed that this church has 33 ministries 
and each of them volunteer in some way, whether it’s sorting, distributing or 
even in the parking lot,” explained Greene..

The store locations have several types of items available including: wom-
en, men and children undergarments and accessories; women, men children 
and toddler clothing, children’s coats, household and personal care items and 
more. For additional information about the store locations, to volunteer or do-
nate, contact Juanita Greene at 419-255-0097 ext. 204.

Juanita Greene (far left) and the church volunteers
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Perryman... continued from page 2

Open for     healing

OPEN FOR YOU
From preventative 
care to treatment of 
complex orthopaedic 
and rehabilitation 
needs, we are open to 
serve our community.

utmc.utoledo.edu

Tyree, UTMC Physical 
Therapy Patient

Pastor Timothy and Co-Pastor Felica Clark

toledolibrary.org
419.259.5200

WHAT WE’RE

READING
NOW

Violeta
by Isabel Allende

Within These Wicked Walls
by Lauren Blackwood

Ain’t Burned All the Bright
by Jason Reynolds

Red Lip Theology
by Candice Marie Benbow

OPEN
INTERVIEWS!

Friday, February 11 | 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Farmhouse, Wildwood Preserve

4830 W. Central Avenue, Toledo, OH 43615
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Contact Rev. Don-
ald Perryman, PhD at 
drdlperryman@cen-
terofhopebaptist.org
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Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

4 0 4 5  A  L a n g s t o n  P l a c e ,  S y l v a n i a ,  O h i o  4 3 5 6 0
P :  4 1 9 - 8 4 2 - 8 4 8 0   E :  i n v e s t e k m a n a g e m e n t . c o m

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample
storage, high ceilings and
breath-taking views! Stop in
today to see our beautifully
landscaped grounds, resort-like
swimming pool and clubhouse
with its fully-equipped fitness
center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.

p

Lourdes’ Lifelong Learning Announces New 
Lectures

A new series of talks and classes offered by Lifelong Learning at Lourdes 
University will begin soon! The monthly lectures listed below are complete-
ly free and everyone is invited. Lectures are offered in person, with coffee 
and donuts, as well as online.

In addition to these lectures, Lifelong Learning offers fun and engaging 
classes. Most classes will be held on the Lourdes University campus, some 
will be offered online, and a few will be hybrid. There is a fee to join class-
es. For more information, call (419) 824-3707 or visit www.Lourdes.edu/
Lifelong<http://www.Lourdes.edu/Lifelong>

Unexpected Connections Between Bacteria and Art
10:00-11:00 AM
Friday, February 18
Most people do not usually think of bacteria when they think of art, but 

bacteria is involved in the conservation as well as the creation of art. Se-
lect bacteria produce pigments which can be extracted to create long-lasting 
paints. These bacteria may be used to create vibrant “living paintings” in 
petri dishes.

Bacteria also have a surprising use in the conservation of art. Older paint-
ings can be cleaned by the application of select bacterial strains. The pres-
ence of microbes (fungus, mold, and bacteria) on paintings also has the po-
tential to detect forgeries!

Dr. Elizabeth Wise is a Professor in the Department of Chemistry and 
Physical Sciences at Lourdes University. Studies of the intersection between 
chemistry and art have included a fellowship for Dr. Wise to study painting 
conservation in Florence, Italy.

From Death into Life
10:00-11:00 AM
Friday, March 18
Joe D’Ambrosio was convicted of murder and sentenced to death in 1989. 

Always maintaining his innocence, his pleas for assistance fell upon deaf 
ears. Fr. Neil Kookoothe met Joe in 1998 while serving as spiritual advisor to 
several men on Ohio’s Death Row. Fr. Neil holds degrees in law and nursing, 
as well as Masters degrees in Theology and Divinity. Fr. Neil’s experience 
in theology, nursing and law drew his interest to the case and aided Joe in 
bringing attention to unresolved issues never addressed in court. Joe’s case 
was ultimately heard by the Supreme Court of the United States and Joe was 
exonerated in 2012. Joe and Fr. Neil will tell this story from death row to 
freedom.

Designing a City: Norman Bel Geddes and Toledo
10:00-11:00 AM
Friday, April 8

Toledo was abuzz in 1945 when Norman Bel Geddes, one of the most 
celebrated designers in America at that time, was commissioned to produce 
a plan for the city. He called it Toledo Tomorrow and it was a bold proposal, 
intended to position Toledo to become a regional hub. Geddes was well-
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but this was his only proposal for a particular place. We look at Geddes’ 
work, and how this plan, though never implemented, has had an impact on 
our city.

Sujata Shetty, Ph.D. is Director of the Jack Ford Urban Affairs Center and 
a professor in the Department of Geography and Planning at the University 
of Toledo. Andreas Luescher, Ph.D. is a Swiss architect, who is currently 
Professor of Teaching Excellence, Professor of Architecture and Chair of 
Architecture and Environmental Design at Bowling Green State University 
in Ohio.

A Century of Music
10:00-11:00 AM
Friday, May 20
How many Toledo institutions have lasted 100 years? The Toledo Choral 
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classical and contemporary choral music to our community. Today, the To-
ledo Choral Society boasts nearly one hundred members from the northwest 
Ohio and southeast Michigan region. Singers from diverse backgrounds are 
united by their passion for performing outstanding choral works.

Join Mike Holtgrieve, Historian, and Judy Harris Szor, longtime member 
and past President, on a trip through a rich century of history. We will show-
case the personalities that drove this organization and the impact they had on 
the Toledo musical community, as well as the music performed for greater 
Toledo audiences.

Lourdes University
Rooted in the Catholic and Franciscan tradition, Lourdes University is 

sponsored by the Sisters of St. Francis, and offers baccalaureate degrees in 
a variety of academic majors as well as graduate degrees in business, educa-
tion, nursing, organizational leadership, social work, and theology. Com-
munity outreach programs include the Appold Planetarium and Lifelong 
Learning. A member of the National Association of Intercollegiate Athlet-
ics, Lourdes students can also compete in a variety of men’s and women’s 
sports. Named a “Best in the Midwest” college by the Princeton Review, 
Lourdes University is a nationally accredited, veteran and transfer-friendly 
institution offering a variety of student scholarships. Explore the possibili-
ties online at www.lourdes.edu<http://www.lourdes.edu> or by phone at 
419-885-3211.

Cut Spending in 2022 by Ditching Your Subscrip-
tion and Using Toledo Library Resources!

Even just a handful of subscriptions can add up and the Toledo Library 
wants to help you save money with their free resources!

���=���.������;;F�!���
����%%%%%%�J������������%�����8���
��6�!���
���
Audible $180 per year ------ Audiobooks with hoopla or Overdrive $0 per 

year
Apple Music $99 per year ------ Music through Freegal or hoopla $0 per year
*����:��;6¦�!���
����%%%%%%�4����
���������Q���!
��6�!���
���

People magazine $92 per year ------ Print or digital with Flipster $0 per 
year

Real Simple magazine $30 per year ------ Print or digital with Flipster $0 
per year

The Rosetta Stone $96 per year ------ Mango language $0 per year
Wall Street Journal $39 per year ------ Online access $0 per year
$763 per year ------ $0 per year
Visit any TLCPL location or visit toledolibrary.org to start saving today!

Page 10 February 9, 2022
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The University of Toledo will celebrate the heritage and history of African 
Americans with a series of virtual events and activities for students, faculty and 
staff throughout Black History Month.

M"��
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Month Committee and other campus partners have compiled a great list of pro-
grams to celebrate Black History Month,” said Kyndra Gaines, African Ameri-
	�������������
�	������������������>��	�����4����	��������'�������'�		�

�

“A goal of the committee was to ensure that the programs created were events 
that students would enjoy and events they could relate to and learn from as well. 
Our campus partners hosting events this month have made some great programs 
that tie in the Toledo community and The University of Toledo. We have reached 
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hosted events that will be having food.”

The celebration began with the Black History Month Kick-Off Event from 2 
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Ingman Room.
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opportunities to meet and join Black student organizations, followed by card 
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— in the Ingman Room. A local Black-owned restaurant will provide treats. For 
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Thursday, Feb. 3
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with a mentor and other powerful women on campus through Talented Aspiring 
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his formative years navigating race, class and culture while aspiring for great-
ness. After the screening, there will be a conversation about the various discus-
sion points from the series.
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...continued on page 16

If you’ve put off dental care, it’s easy to get back on 
track. Call Physicians Mutual Insurance Company now for 
inexpensive dental insurance. Get help paying for the dental 
care you need. Don’t wait.

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. Acceptance guaranteed 
for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is not 
available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: 
P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6208-0721

DENTAL Insurance

Getting back to the dentist couldn’t be easier!

CALL TODAY
1-844-334-8627

Dental50Plus.com/truth

Get your

FREE
Information Kit

GUARANTEED 
Life Insurance
up to $15,000.00

Modifi ed Whole Life Insurance from Physicians Life Insurance Company

Call for your FREE Information Kit

1-855-961-2209
or go to life55plus.info/truth

Cash to help 
pay your 
funeral, 
medical bills 
or other fi nal 
expenses.

• Guaranteed acceptance ages 45 to 85*

• No medical exam, no health questions

• Lock in your rate for life

�

6236

Plus — you’ll also get a FREE 
Final Wishes Planner!

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies. 
Benefi ts reduced fi rst two years. Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN). 

UToledo Celebrating Black History Month With 
Events Scheduled Through February
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including Toledo Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz, with members of the audience 
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Tuesday, Feb. 15
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for Women. Alexii Collins, racial justice director at the YWCA of Northwest 
Ohio, will discuss talking to children about race. The conversation will be tai-
lored for parents, but all are welcome to attend. All families in attendance will 
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hibition highlights the recent additions to the Toledo Museum of Art’s Collection 
���������'���
�E�����0��!�#����������������!�����������=����������	��������
documenting, preserving and promoting the artistic production and cultural tra-
������
�������	������
�
����������������'�����

Monday, Feb. 21
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of African American professionals in the surrounding area and learn more about 
African American professional associations and organizations.

Tuesday, Feb. 22
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of international Black students. This event is open to all.

Wednesday, Feb. 23
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and community building. Attend this mixer to build relationships with your peers 
and network with faculty and staff members. Food will be provided.
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with an event scheduled for each day. There will be general student body meet-
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Daniel A. Payne

Milestones in African American Education
1837 Institute for Colored Youth founded by Richard Humphreys; later 

became Cheyney University. 
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later (1866) renamed Lincoln University (Pa.) after President Abraham Lin-
coln. 
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  ... continued on page 13
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The Little Rock Nine

There’s nothing quite as nice as a welcoming committee James_Meredith in 1962

Vivian Malone and James Hood
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Milestones... continued from page 12

African Icons author coutesy 
Latifah  Abdur Photography
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African Icons: Ten People Who Shaped History 
by Tracey Baptiste, illustrated by Hillary D. 
Wilson
Terri Schlichenmeyer

The Truth Contributor

c.2021
Algonquin Young Readers
$19.95 / higher in Canada

176 pages
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CONSTRUCTION TECHNICIAN
LUCAS COUNTY ENGINEER
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The Lucas County Engineer is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

 
CREW TECHNICIAN
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HORTICULTURAL TECHNICIAN
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RECEPTIONIST WANTED
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PROGRAMS AND EVENTS ASSISTANT
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UToledo... continued from page 11

Micsha Nalepa, lead glass studio artist; Echols; Hoscok Youn, studio artist
Mountaintop

OPEN
INTERVIEWS!

Friday, February 11 | 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Farmhouse, Wildwood Preserve

4830 W. Central Avenue, Toledo, OH 43615

TMA Recognizes Sculptor Percy Echols
By Tricia Hall

The Truth Reporter

The Toledo Museum of Art has welcomed glass and contemporary art-
ists through the residency program titled The Guest Artist Pavilion Project 
(GAPP) since 2006. The 50th recipient is Pittsburgh native, Percy Echols II, 
a black artist in a discipline featuring few other artists of color. 

“A person of color hasn’t always been seen in this medium, I’m glad I can 
!�����������������	��������
���������3�	����������������
�
����	���������
�
medium, but three of them work with light and neon but don’t produce any-
thing,” shared Echols.
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sculpture. Four noble gases: Neon, Argon and Krypton, Xenon, also known 
as Plasma, are held inside glass using a structure mold or structure. 

“This art form allows me use molds to create shapes. The gases illuminate 
and provide colors, it’s called Plasma Light Art,” shared Echols.

He began experimenting with this art form in 2011, developed the neces-
sary equipment in 2016 and over time has found a community of artists.
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a community of other artists through glass which is worldwide. I have also 
found opportunity within the community, including this residency,” shared 
Echols.

According to the Museum’s website, GAPP invites artists to explore and 
be inspired without restrictions by the Museum’s collection, studio facilities 
and staff. The program features established and emerging artists’ residencies, 
public artists talk and offers intensive workshops with artists who can share 
specialized techniques with the community. Echols’ residency is from Febru-
ary 2-11, 2022 and will conclude with a virtual presentation on February 11 
at 7:00 p.m.

“This residency has been a world-class experience. I’ve received 100 per-
cent support from the staff and facility to pursue ideas. Sometimes when you 

receive a residency, you need to save up your money for expenses but this 
museum addressed all of those concerns. I’m grateful to the studio and tech 
staff for this opportunity to exchange and learn idea styles,” said Echols.

Echols’ work has been featured in galleries and art centers including: Krasl 
Art Center in Michigan, Fondazione Berengo in Italy, and BoxHeart Gallery 
in Los Angeles to name a few. He has received many grants and awards, in-
cluding the Pittsburgh Foundation and The Heinz Endowments, for advanc-
ing Black Art in Pittsburgh and the Edwin Niemi Metals Scholarship, from 
Illinois State University. 

He is the curator of the 2021 exhibition: “LIT: Light in Transmission, A 
Neon and Plasma Light Exhibition” at the Hodge Gallery. He also earned a 
Bachelor’s of Fine Arts in Studio Glass from Illinois State University and has 
created his own podcast, “Taming Lightning.” 

“Percy Echols II is a pioneering glass artist whose work in Plasma Light 
Sculpture is both unique and intriguing. We’re delighted that he will be shar-
ing his talents with us as our 50th GAPP artist,” said Alan Iwamura, Toledo 
Museum of Art glass studio manager.

Percy Echols, II

Nyreisha Tevis, a junior studying social work who serves as Black Student Union 
president. “We are looking forward to attending the events planned by the Black 
History Month Committee and carrying out events for Black Student Union.

“Black History Month means a lot to me,” Tevis added, “just for the simple 
fact that I can learn about the generations before me and how they paved the way 
for why I am here today.”

For more information, 
including a full list of 
�����
�� ��
��� ���� >��	��
of Multicultural Student 
Success website (https://
www.utoledo.edu/stu-
dentaffairs/omss/heri-
tage/black.html) .
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“Every great dream begins 
with a dreamer. Always 
remember, you have within 
you the strength, the 
patience, and the passion 
to reach for the stars to 
change the world.”   

          – Harriet Tubman  

Follow us on:          nwotoledombac   |          @NWO_Toledo_MBAC                419.213.3890  |  nwombac.com


