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...continued on page 8

Cherry Street in Downtown Toledo reveals a troubling boundary between 
glistening prosperity and pathetic poverty.

On the “sunny” side of the street we see the golden possibilities of sustained 
economic investment and support: elite visitors from around the globe enjoy-
ing the lap of luxury in its chic hotels; pristine corporate headquarters where 
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dazzling riverfront with a brand-spanking-new Metropark, a vibrant and pep-
py Warehouse District, a world-class minor league baseball park, and much 
more!

However, on the “cloudy” side of the street, in contrast, lies Greenbelt Place, 
a/k/a The Cherrywoods, an island of poor and mostly black low-income fami-
lies who have been ignored and cut off from its mainstream neighbors. A vic-
tim of benign neglect and disinvestment, the dysfunctional housing project is 
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lives by attempting to get by on low-wage jobs or public assistance. Most live 
on $2 or less per day after rent.
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from consistently paying the full payment of rents on time. So, the Cherry-
woods are decrepit and in chronic disrepair, with broken plumbing, inoperable 
furnaces and broken doors and windows. The unhealthy apartments overrun 
with mice, mold, roaches, and ants play a vital role in the nihilism that has led 
to 8,000 annual police calls, overdose deaths, gangs, domestic violence, child 
abuse and high incarceration rates in the neighborhood. 

Unlike mainstream populations, a disproportionately large proportion of the 
adults here are unemployed (full time), lack a high school diploma or G.E.D., 
or don’t have a driver’s license.

For certain, a key component of social and economic inequality is housing 
policy. And, the lack of investment in housing and neighborhoods creates des-
perate and dysfunctional lives, the disturbing consequences of housing insta-
bility and housing quality. 

Yet, federal, state, and local governments have seldom intervened. As a re-
sult, there has been minimal, if any, proactive enforcement of building code 
violations or support for affordable housing projects for the homeless.

Until now.
Grassroots action by a group of six to seven courageous residents who stared 

down threats to talk with Tina Butts of the Movement. Butts contacted Lu-
cas County Commissioner Pete Gerken. Gerken approached Councilwoman 
Vanice Williams, U.S. Representative Marcy Kaptur, U.S. Senator Sherrod 
Brown and Roz Clemens from the City of Toledo. As a result, U.S. Secretary 
of Housing and Urban Development, Marcia Fudge, fast-tracked an inspection 
that failed the project. The Apartments, somehow, had received passing grades 
under the previous Presidential administration. 

How to address the generation of disinvestment is a question that the politi-
cians are currently struggling with. 

It is unlikely that the Cherrywood’s owner, living in San Antonio, Texas, 
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cannot pay by refusing to provide upkeep and maintenance.

Neither is tearing down the project a reasonable option. Demolition would 
scatter residents across the city, where they would lose the necessary supports 
and kinship networks they have been using to survive. Further, there would be 
no place for the residents to move to. “Besides,” says Gerken, “if it were pos-

Community Calendar
October 30
Greenbelt Place: The Movement and the YWCA are collaborating to assist the 
residents of Greenbelt Place with a Blitz Fair: Vaccinations and a giveaway of 
household goods

November 5
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diocese of New Orleans; Sponsored by the Diocese of Toledo and a grant from 
the Black and Indian Fund. There will be a free-will offering; All are welcome
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Nevertheless, The Movement and the YWCA have organized a blitz fair 
at the Greenbelt on October 30 to initiate a presence for social services. The 
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laptop computers, cell phones, gift cards, and other complimentary items to 
establish a relationship with residents.

That is an admirable start. However, much more must be done. 
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nomic inequality without expanding revitalization efforts from downtown to 
distressed neighborhoods.

Therefore, leaders must develop a legislative framework, drastically increase 
resources, and provide the infrastructure to solve critical housing needs of peo-
ple of low to moderate-income.

Service providers must also authentically engage with low-income resi-
dents and provide the necessary services to improve the quality of their lives. 
These services must include intensive case management designed to counter 
the complex dynamics that shape families’ lives and move them toward self-
����������%

Finally, most community leaders rightfully believe that residents don’t have 
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bootstraps.” Yet, we often ask too little of those we serve to help them develop 

Without stable shelter, everything else falls apart.              
                              - Matthew Desmond

A Tale of Two Toledos
By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, PhD

The Truth Contributor
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Katie is a Certified Katie is a Certified 
Public Accountant Public Accountant 

who stands for: who stands for: 
  

Transparancy & Transparancy & 
AccountabilityAccountability

Safe NeighborhoodsSafe Neighborhoods
Fiscal ResponsibilityFiscal Responsibility

Paid for by Friends of Katie MolinePaid for by Friends of Katie Moline

Re-Elect Re-Elect 
Katie Moline Katie Moline 

Vote Early now!  Vote Early now!  
Or on Election Or on Election 
Day: Nov. 2ndDay: Nov. 2nd
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“The story is that Toledo, in general, is better 
off today than we were four years ago; there’s 
no question about it.  

“Earlier this year, we won the Site Selection 
Magazine Governor’s Cup Award as number 
one nationally for economic development. That 
��
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roads once and for all. We created a new rev-
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times the number of roads this year than we did last year.  Last year, we 
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“Additionally, our budget is in a much better position. Our budget 
wasn’t balanced when I became mayor.  Today, we have the largest rainy-
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years ago. 

“The promises I made four years ago, I’ve kept them.  I said we’re go-
ing to grow the size of the policce force, get the regional water deal done, 
and get the budget in order. We did all of these.  So, looking at the big 
picture, there’s no question we’re better off than we were four years ago.”

The Challenger – Former Mayor Carty Finkbeiner  
“What if you could have a mayor who had 

done some of the following things? 
“I brought a new Jeep plant to Toledo, Ohio. 
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CEO of Owens Corning Fiberglass told me 
they were moving to Granville, Ohio where 
they have a development plant. They bought 
land in Monclova Township and liked the site 
where they have permanently built their new 

...continued on page 5

The Candidates – In Their Own Words
There are two candidates for mayor – current Mayor Wade Kapszukie-

wicz and former Mayor Carty Finkbeiner

Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz

world headquarters.  I happened to live in that site, but this was January, 
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those living down there and not easy to deal with.  

“So, we got a new world headquarters for Owens Corning and a new 
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“Then we built the Docks restaurants. People forget we used to store 
our salt piles right directly across the river from downtown Toledo.  Well, 
��
������	
�����
����
�����
��	
���
���
�����������
����
������
����
���-
leyball courts. Of course, people made fun of those volleyball courts, but 
every night of the week I can watch volleyball being played from down 
there.  
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District.  We took down the old smokestacks, towers, and blighted build-
ings that were on Front Street. I built a road through that district, and 
many councilmembers made fun, calling it the “road to nowhere.”  Well, 
the road to nowhere now has a restaurant and a whole bunch of things, 
including a Metro Park and a bunch of apartments.  Got money for it.  

Toledo City Council At-Large Seats
There are six seats to be decided and 12 candidates are on the ballot. 

Among the 12 are four incumbents, one incumbent who is suspended and 
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those on the ballot.

Councilwoman Katie Moline
“I think we really need to start thinking 

about some creative ideas between adminis-
tration with council and the mayor.  I know 
that some initiatives have been presented that 
we can start, and I encourage that because you 
don’t know until you try. So, what can we do?  
I think we need to support the safety forces 
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I think, again going back to money, which is 
my wheelhouse, is increasing investments in 
neighborhoods where the violence is happening.  People need to know 
that they have opportunities and outlets other than crime or wrongdoing, 
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thing that they could lose by engaging in violent or criminal activity.”

Councilman Nick Komives
“I couldn’t be more proud to see our area 

housing advocates continuing to push the en-
velope in affordable, sustainable housing,” 
said Toledo City Councilmember Komives. 
“The AFFH ordinance will allow us to moni-
tor ourselves and provide valuable data and 
insight into the state of housing in our city. 
Toledo deserves nothing less than a city that 
cares for all of its residents.”

Election 2021 • Election 2021 • Election 2021 • Election 2021 • Election 2021 • Election 2021 • Election 2021 • Election 2021 • Election 2021 

Page 4 October 27, 2021



��������	
��
�
��
	��

... continued on page 8

My most meaningful initiatives look at health in 
every aspect of public policy. That includes af-
fordable housing, making sure that people have 
roofs over their heads, green space, or just mak-
ing sure that we take care of the health and well-
being of our constituents.

“I would like to approach companies and ne-
gotiate lower prices and bring a grocery store 
here. That’s a big issue in the central city and 
other pockets of Toledo.  We need to make sure that we do have afford-
able food choices.  

“I don’t think a lot of people understand what supportive housing is.  I 
worked at a community health center where we had 10 supportive hous-
ing sites. They really do make a difference for people who are chroni-
cally homeless. These projects help homeless persons stay in their apart-
ments, so I think that’s something that we critically need here. “

Challenger and Former Councilman George Sarantou
“As chairman for 11 of my 12 years on city 

council, I was the longest-serving chairman of 
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nancial years, especially under Mayor Ford and 
Mayor Finkbeiner, where the budgets were very 
tight.  

“I’m most proud of that I was able to work with 
mayors of all different political persuasions, and 
I worked with them to do what’s best for the city. 
I never had a political agenda or tried to make a 
name for myself by arguing at council or taking on the mayor.  I always 
felt my job was to make sure we balanced the budget and had enough 
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times to bite the bullet and make the reductions we had to make. 

“I have a record of success in working with people of both political 
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important in the city, but I also served on the Public Safety Committee 
for many years of council. 

“Right now, we have a very high crime rate, and that’s unacceptable. 

Election 2021 • Election 2021 • Election 2021 • Election 2021 • Election 2021 • Election 2021 • Election 2021 • Election 2021 • Election 2021 

Councilwoman Cerssandra McPherson
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have talked to landlords, mostly white landlords, 
expressing their concerns with Section 8 vouch-
ers and not agreeing with how it’s coming down. 
I do understand where they’re coming from. 

I struggle with decisions that are maybe good 
for some, but not good for all. That’s when I have 
to take some quiet time and pray for direction 
because I want to do my best for all of Toledo 
citizens, understanding that often the decisions 
that you make are not going to be popular with some of the people.”  

Councilwoman Tiffany Whitman-Preston
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cially for women and children. Wellness comes 
out of both my direct experiences and my com-
munity experiences as well.  The second issue is 
youth investment. We need better infrastructure 
to ensure that our youth and young adults can 
thrive.  

“Another issue is economic opportunity, and 
that’s across the board, not just with the black 
community.  Obviously, with the recent an-
nouncement with Chrysler’s expansion, that’s big. But I would like to 
see more, across the board, whether we’re talking about black, white, 
Latinx, communities; more middleclass families, and individuals with 
low to moderate income, they all need to be included in these economic 
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City’s immediate focus.”

Challenger Michele Grim
“I want to accomplish a couple of things.  A lot of my campaign has 

been about reducing gun violence in Toledo.  I put out a 10-point gun 
violence reduction plan that has a lot of evidence-based approaches. 
Also, I want to put public health at the forefront of city government.  

The Candidates... continued from page 4
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OHIO HOUSING
FINANCE AGENCY

Was your home built 
before 1978? 
Are you worried  
about lead paint?

If you live in a home built before 1978, you may be at risk of being 

exposed to lead paint. OHFA and Huntington National Bank are 

partnering to offer Toledo homeowners a low-interest home repair 

loan to help make your home lead safe. 

Visit myohiohome.org/leadsafe for more information and 

for a list of Toledo Huntington branches helping homeowners.

Terms and conditions apply. Limited funding and program 

availability through Dec. 31, 2021.

         The Huntington National Bank is an Equal Housing Lender and Member FDIC.  Loans 
subject to credit application and approval.     ®, Huntington® and      Huntington® are 
federally registered service marks of Huntington Bancshares Incorporated. ©2021 Huntington 
Bancshares Incorporated.

        ®           
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Issue 2: Imagination Station Seeks a Replacement 
Levy
Sojourner’s Truth Staff

Imagination Station has a small request of the voters in Lucas County, a 
small request indeed. The science learning center is asking voters to replace 
a .17 mil property tax levy with a .1975 tax levy, the smallest request on this 
year’s ballot. For the owner of a house valued at $100,000, this means that 
he or she will be paying $6.91 to support a learning experience that impacts 
thousands of families.

That is $6.91 per year. An increase of one dollar per year for such a home-
owner, an increase that will help to enable Imagination Station to continue to 
entertain, teach and delight its 200,000 visitors a year.

The .17 mil tax was initially sought and passed by voters in 2008 with the in-
tent of raising $1.5 million for the science center, says Executive Director Lori 
Hauser, who has been with Imagination Station (originally COSI) for almost 
20 years.

That original levy fell far short of expectations as it came at a time when the 
Great Recession was taking hold and home values were plummeting. It has 
never generated the income it was expected to in the years since, says Hauser. 
Generally, the center sees about $1.1 to $1.2 million a year from the levy.
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says Hauser.

Those levy monies are used to fund the cost of exhibits, maintenance of ex-
hibits, traveling exhibits and building operations.

The funds brought in from the property tax are only a fraction of the total 
cost of upkeep for Imagination Station. The annual budget is around $4 million 
and is a result of a public/private partnership, says Hauser. The staff actively 
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The science center also charges for admission to help with costs. However, 
increased public funding will help keep admission prices at a minimum and 
allow Imagination Station to 
continue to admit Lucas County 
children on Saturdays without 
charge.

As a result of private fund-
raising, for example, the sci-
ence center expanded its facility 
during the pandemic and built 
a movie theatre that shows visi-
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about animals trained to help in 
all kinds of crisis situations.

“We are making sure we are 
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Hauser.
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The Toledo area, alone among the Ohio large metropolitan areas, still relies 
on a property tax to fund its mass transit system. 

In this general election, the Toledo Area Rapid Transit Authority is asking 
voters to make the change and allow the public transportation system to obtain 
its local funding from a more reliable source – a source that will permit it to 
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Issue 12 will repeal the property tax and transition TARTA’s funding model 
to a sales tax. It is estimated that the .05 sales tax will raise about $32 million 
for TARTA’s operating expenses and the investment in sorely needed equip-
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adding new and improved service.”
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evate the system and provide quality service.”
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for the region. 

It presents an opportunity for the region to:
Empower people to connect to jobs, education, health and educational op-

portunities over more hours of the day
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thereby grow the Toledo region’s economy.
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ing issue on the ballot only to be stymied by member communities. Those 
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A majority of members had to pass resolutions approving the placement of 
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agreeing under its own resolution. 

Issue 12: TARTA Hopes to Replace Outmoded 
Property Tax with Sales Tax
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So, we need to have more cooperation, not just with various law enforce-
ment agencies like the Toledo Police, the Lucas County Sherriff, but also the 
State Highway Patrol and the Federal Bureau of Investigation and Alcohol, 
Tobacco, and Firearms. We can all work together… “

Challenger Harvey Savage
“I can make a difference. I have a wealth of 

knowledge of our community. I possess man-
agement skills that would enhance city council’s 
role in our community.  I’ve worked a couple of 
	���	��
 ��
 ���
 ��������
 ����	
 ��	
 ����
 ����

successful.  I am involved with the Department 
of Neighborhoods and their programming, and 
I understand the management of federal funds.  

“I’m able to look at an issue and peel it down 
to the root cause.  We have many things in our 
community that we need to be working on the root causes and not just the 
symptoms. I did 13 years as a Human Research manager, and worked with 
people that had felonies.  I also worked with halfway houses, so I understand 
what is going on right now in the community.”

Councilman Larry Sykes 
“Why wouldn’t I run again? I’m not term lim-

ited. I still have a lot to do.
“All the good work I’ve done in my life – with 

TPS, for example – establishing scholarships, 
increasing enrollment and graduation rates, hir-
ing two Black superintendents …

“There were the 40 homes in Oakwood that 
those women were going to lose,mI met with 
them and the banks; they were able to buy the houses outright.

“The police reform measures: Abolishing the ‘no knock’ practice, elimi-
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and no one came,” he says of the Kent Branch Library session.
“Solve the rampant homicide problem by getting everyone involved – the 

whole community. Go to TPS, to LMH, the court system, the unions … , 
look at kids who are delinquent, who are truants. Track those kids, put them 
in a diversionary program.

“Black men –  get them to wake up, to clean up, to stand up – you know 
who the shooters are. The community has to take responsibility. Parents do 
you know where your children are?

“We don’t need that ARP money [180 million] to go to parks and roads, 
�����
��
���������
�����
��
���
��	���
���
����
�
���
��
����
������
��������


If you’ve put off dental care, it’s easy to get back on 
track. Call Physicians Mutual Insurance Company now for 
inexpensive dental insurance. Get help paying for the dental 
care you need. Don’t wait.

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. Acceptance guaranteed 
for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is not 
available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: 
P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6208-0721

DENTAL Insurance

Getting back to the dentist couldn’t be easier!

CALL TODAY
1-844-334-8627

Dental50Plus.com/truth

Get your

FREE
Information Kit

Program subject to change with or without notice. Other restrictions  
may apply. Please see lender for complete details. Subject to credit approval.
1Actual amount applied at closing.
2Property must be located within one of the following counties: Allen Ohio, Allen Indiana, 
Defiance, Delaware, Franklin, Hancock, Lucas, Madison, Union, Williams, or Wood.
3Borrower income must be below 80% of the area median income, or property must be located 
in a low- to moderate-income census tract, as updated annually by the FFIEC (Federal Financial 
Institutions Examination Council).

DO YOU QUALIFY?
• Purchase of a primary residence located within State Bank’s lending area2

• Must meet borrower or geography low- to moderate-income eligibility requirements3

• A signed purchase agreement must be presented to reserve funds

State Bank CARE Grant funds are limited, so APPLY TODAY.

A Grant up to $1,500 towards your  
Mortgage Closing Costs!1

YourStateBank.com

1900 Monroe Street, Suite 108 
Toledo, OH 43604

419.508.0806

930 W. Market Street
Lima, OH 45805

419.228.3361

The Candidates... continued from page 5 with a history of success.
“Pathway’s Avis Files’ Brothers United program … You can sustain such a 

program for the next 20 years and changes lives.
“I’ve served this community though some tough times. I’ve always been 

responsive, been open, been approachable. I hope voters know my commit-
ment to this community and elect me again.”
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charity will not remedy social inequality. Instead, social equity requires setting 
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work or community service opportunities.

Will that help us turn the corner on social inequality, at last? 
“I don’t know,” says Gerken. “But it’s time to recognize the cost of disin-

vestment. The whole north end is neglected, and I’m guilty of it too. We’re 
all responsible. Yeah, we can say we probably should’ve woke up earlier, but 
you wake up when you wake up sometimes. It’s better than not waking up at 
all.  We built up downtown, but we’ve not had a serious investment in the most 
profound poverty segments.  

At the center of this disinvestment happens to be for the last decade, the 
Cherrywood. It’s everybody’s sin,” Gerken laments.  

Commissioner Gerken is correct. And, like all sin, it’s not only those who 
live in islands of deteriorated and unstable housing who are affected. All of us 
suffer when society fails to revitalize distressed neighborhoods situated in the 
shadow of so much success and prosperity.

Contact Rev. Donald Perryman, PhD, at drdlperryman@centerofhopebap-
tist.org

Perryman... continued from page 3
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...continued on page 14

The members of the Thurgood Marshall Law Association held their an-
nual Eddie M. Cole Scholarship Luncheon on Oct 19 at the Toledo Club. 
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hall Tuesday afternoon. 
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of the Thurgood Marshall Law Association. Her address was followed by 
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scholarship and a trailblazer in the Toledo law and African-American 
community. 
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Edwin Cole. 
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social justice.
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global pandemic. 
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and the impact he has had on her life and to the community.
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manent tribute to the life and legacy of Eddie Cole. 
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The Eddie M. Cole Scholarship Luncheon 
Celebrates the Legend Himself
By Dawn Scotland

Sojourner’s Truth Reporter

Edwin and Eddie Cole
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Raina Dawson (Toledo Law Alum) 
presents scholarships to law 

students Sarah Smidi (2L) and 
Hussein Kazwini (2L)

Members of the Black Student Law Association (BLSA) at The University of 
Toledo College of Law
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NAACP Executive Board Toledo and Guests

The Toledo NAACP Freedom Fund Banquet
By Tricia Hall

Sojourner Truth’s Reporter
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... continued on page 11

Brittany Jones and State Rep. Paula 
Hicks-Hudson

Rev. Willie Perryman and Micheal 
Alexander

Micheal Alexander, Ray Wood and Rev. Willie Perryman

Darnell Smith, Theresa M. Gabriel and 
Former Mayor Carty Finkbeiner
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REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

877-925-0512

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Off er valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 

generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions. 

STRONG AS STEEL WITH THE ATTRACTIVE 
LOOK OF VARIOUS ROOF STYLES

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

From Dimensional Shingles to classic styles reminiscent 

of Cedar Shake and Spanish Tile, an architectural roofi ng 

system by Erie Metal Roofs can enhance the beauty of your 

home while protecting your family and property for a lifetime.

Call today to schedule your 

FREE ESTIMATE 1-866-534-0812

LIMITED TIME OFFER

$500OFF

TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off
Install for Military, Health 

Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty- Limited Lifetime. 

Transferable to 1 subsequent 

owner from original purchaser. 

Terms and conditions apply. 

Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance 

of the surface coating beyond 

normal wear and tear. 

Limited time offer.

Expires 10.1.21

Made in 
the USA This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms 

and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. Offer expires October 

1st 2021. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS 

text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using 

automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please 

review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. 
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NAACP... continued from page 10

“I want to thank the community for supporting my daughter and I’m 
honored to accept this for her. She’s excited, that she is able to still inspire 
girls,” shared Demetria Blackshear, Jones’ mother.

Traditionally the banquet welcomes a featured speaker, however this year 
past Toledo NAACP president Ray Wood. Wood graduated from Macomb-
er in 1972, served in the Air Force and initially worked as a forklift driver 
for Bostwick-Braun Co. He later started at General Motors’ Toledo Pow-
ertrain as a line worker, joined the UAW, took on leadership roles within 
the union and eventually became president of UAW Local 14 in 2006. 
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until becoming president in 2013 and retired seven years later. Wood serves 
as a deacon at United Vision Baptist Church and serves on several local 
boards, including: Toledo Community Coalition, Black and Brown Coali-
tion and Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union.

“We started out doing exactly what Ms. WilliAnn Moore said. I stand 
on the shoulders of Theresa Gabriel too and so many others,” Wood men-
tioned during opening comments. “Just because you’re retired doesn’t 
mean that you’re done. There is still work too do. My message is plain and 
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do enough.”

The 2021 Freedom Fund committee: Michael Alexander, chair; Anita 
Madison, co-chair; Rev. W.L. Perryman and Darlene Sweeney-Newbern, 
�������%
5��
�3�<
5���	�
������
�������1
4��%
|�����
+��������
�����-
	����
*������
6��#��	���
����
����@�����	����
_������
|�����
�����	
����@
president; WilliAnn Moore, third vice-president; Frances Amison, treasur-
er; Erika White, assistant treasurer; Rev. Perry Harris III, secretary; and 
Kandice Saulsberry, assistant secretary.

The 2021 Executive Committee Chairs: Anita Madison, Criminal Jus-
tice; Calvin Brown, Economic Development; Clarence Gaffeney, Veteran 
Affairs; Darlene Sweeney-Newbern, Legal Redress; Doris Roberts, Youth 
Council Advisor; Erika White, Health; Pastor Jerry Boose, Religious Af-
fairs; Pete Miller, Labor; Lenette Holden, Membership; Kim Penn, Histo-
rian; Sena Mourad Friedman, Housing; Sharon Roach, WIN; Terry Crosby, 

Carleton Finkbeiner and Theresa Gabriel, Executive Committee.

Samuel Alexander, Councilwoman Vanice Williams, Loreal Cothran, Toledo Director of 
Neighborhoods Rosalyn Clemens

Suzette Cowell, Sandy Spang, Alethea Easterly
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SHE’S FOR US
Paid for by The Committee to Elect Tiffany Preston-Whitman
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Rudley, seated right, and his Omega Psi Phi fraternity brothers

John Rudley Finally Enters the UT Athletic Hall 
of Fame
By Fletcher Word

Sojourner’s Truth Editor

Finally!
After more than a half century of being overlooked, ignored and passed 

over, and pointedly so, former University of Toledo basketball star John 
Rudley was granted permission by his alma mater to enter the Varsity T 
Hall of Fame during a ceremony on Friday night, October 22 at the Per-
rysburg Hilton Garden Inn.

Rudley, accompanied by family, many old friends, fraternity brothers 
and local supporters who had endlessly petitioned UToledo to forgive 
the perceived transgressions and to honor an outstanding student-athlete, 
accepted the long overdue induction with grace and entered the Hall of 
Fame alongside six other outstanding student-athletes, all of whom are 
generations younger than he is.

Rudley also paid homage to those in attendance such as former Mayor 
Carty Finkbeiner (a sports assistant at UT during Rudley’s years there), 
fellow fraternity brother Vince Davis and African American Legacy Proj-
ect Director Robert Smith, all of whom led the effort to ensure his induc-
tion.

Six other former student athletes were inducted:
• Kate Bean McCauley, a volleyball athlete from 2003 to 2006, domi-
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ball player to be named to the CoSIDA Academic All-America First Team 
graduating with a 3.978 grade point average. She is a nurse in Louisville.

• Jeremiah Detmer was a kicker with the football team from 2011 to 
2014 and was the 2013 MAC Special Teams Player of the Year. That 
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was a three-time Academic All-MAC selection and is currently complet-

1Fixed 4.00% APR. No closing costs for this unsecured loan program. For a loan of $2,500, monthly payments of $46.04 will apply 
for a term of 60 months. Program only available in counties where Premier Bank has branches and the counties of Hillsdale, MI and 
Franklin and Van Wert, OH, to clients with properties located in Federally designated low or moderate income census tracts and/or 
who have income below 80% of the area median income, as updated annually by FFIEC. Subject to credit approval. Exclusions and 
limitations apply. Program subject to change without notice.
2Fixed 6.00% APR. No closing costs for this unsecured loan program. For a loan of $10,000, monthly payments of $146.07 will apply 
for a term of 84 months. Program only available in counties where Premier Bank has branches and the counties of Hillsdale, MI and 
Franklin and Van Wert, OH, to clients with properties located in Federally designated low or moderate income census 
tracts and/or who have income below 80% of the area median income, as updated annually by FFIEC. Subject to credit 
approval. Exclusions and limitations apply. Program subject to change without notice.
Member FDIC  |  NMLS# 424191

Your home for home 
improvement loans.

Affordable, low-interest loans.

The Better Together 
Home Improvement
Loan Program2

Get the money you need 
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2920 W. Central Ave., Toledo  �  419-537-9300
1707 Cherry St., Toledo  �  419-214-4302

(inside the Seaway Marketplace)

Call to see if you 
qualify today.

Former Mayor Mike Bell, far right, who received a 
Special Award during the ceremony, with friends 

and his father Norman Bell, centerJohn Rudley

Rudley, with yellow boutonniere, and friends
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• Greg Manz, an offensive lineman, played football from 2010 to 2014, 
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John Rudley... continued from page 12 &�
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A desire to be an advocate and a voice for others led Heather Hagans to a career in human resources. 

“I’ve always wanted to help people and to me, Human Resources is customer service for employees.” 
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substitute teachers. 

#�$���������������
�����
������
��������
������
���������%����
"�������&�����'���������!�
���
���(���
group of women. They exemplify our company culture to the fullest. And so far, there has not been a 
situation where I couldn’t express how I feel or had to wonder if I was being heard,” she said. 
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mentorship program.
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what tools I needed to be successful. I’ve never experienced that with any other company.” 
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expressing an opinion. It’s a world where, when she was once stopped by the police, she was so frightened 
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A single mom of three, Heather hopes to raise strong daughters who will be seen as assertive, not “bossy.” 
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responsibility to learn how to be the best ally—by actively listening. Not to receive a response, but to learn.” 

Black history is an essential part of the history of our nation, our communities and our company. Black associates have been key 
members of the Rudolph Libbe Group team since our earliest years. In a series of articles this year, we are celebrating the contributions 
of current associates and retirees, and expressing our gratitude to them for being a part of the Rudolph Libbe Group.

—Bill Rudolph, Chairman, Rudolph Libbe Group 

  ... continued on page 14
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– a Hall with about 300 members – and the 1966-67 teams did not even 
have its photograph posted. 

After Rudley left Toledo, diploma in hand, he didn’t return for decades 
and didn’t speak with Nichols for over 30 years. Reconciliation did ar-
rive in the early 2,000s, and the pair stayed in touch. The Nichols family 
became champions of Rudley’s induction into the Hall.

On Friday evening, as Rudley acknowledged, all was forgiven. Steve 
Mix, among others, sat in attendance as Rudley received the honor he 
has so long deserved and an appreciative audience welcomed home the 
former point guard/retired university president.
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Assistant General Counsel at the University of Cincinnati from 2005 to 
2014. 
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“and I would just encourage anyone who is going though adversity 

Eddie M. Cole... continued from page 9

Nichols had brought in Rudley, an outstanding point guard from Benton 
Harbor who had led his team to two undefeated seasons and two Michi-
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to play professionally with the ABA along with a brief stint in the NBA; 
Calvin Lawshe from Macomber; Bob Miller from upstate New York and 
Steve Mix, a standout at Toledo’s Rogers High School who would even-
tually play in the NBA for 14 seasons, including on some championship 
teams. All but Mix were black.

Those Super Sophs, when they won that championship in 66-67, frayed 
a bit by the time they were seniors. Brisker, a volatile mix at best with 
Nichols, says Rudley, had left the team. Lawshe had suffered a serious 
knee injury and his career was over. In early 1969, the coach learned 
that Bob Miller had been skipping classes, confronted him on that fact, 
ordered him to start attending and suspended him from the team when he 
learned that Miller had skipped again.

Rudley joined protesters at mid court before the next game – several 
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countant, a second stellar career in academia as the interim president of 
the University of Houston and then an eight-and-a-half-year tenure as 
president of Texas Southern University, retiring three years ago.

Bob Miller did not graduate – deprived as he was of about two dozen 
credits; Rudley, despite his outstanding years as team leader, point guard, 
impressive scorer and assist leader, (“one of the best point guards I ever 
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John Rudley... continued from page 13

Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

4 0 4 5  A  L a n g s t o n  P l a c e ,  S y l v a n i a ,  O h i o  4 3 5 6 0
P :  4 1 9 - 8 4 2 - 8 4 8 0   E :  i n v e s t e k m a n a g e m e n t . c o m

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample
storage, high ceilings and
breath-taking views! Stop in
today to see our beautifully
landscaped grounds, resort-like
swimming pool and clubhouse
with its fully-equipped fitness
center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.

p
whether it’s in your 
personal life or in your 
career to not let it de-
rail what you’re trying 
to do and to continue 
��
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importance of paying 
what is given forward 
signifying that legacy 
of the scholarship lun-
cheon and its name-
sake continues. 
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Lottery players are subject to Ohio laws and Commission regulations. Please play responsibly.
Publication Date 09/21

FIND A RETAILER NEAR YOU AT OHIOLOTTERY.COM

THE PRIZES ARE
STRAIGHTFORWARD

THE SIMPLICITY — IS BREATHTAKING

054387ohlotto21FY22_MBE_50_100_500_10.25x15.5.indd   1 9/29/21   9:03 AM
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Things We Couldn’t Say by Jay Coles
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

The Truth Contributor

You’d like an explanation, please.
Why something is done or not, why 

permission is denied, you’d like to hear 
a simple reason. You’ve been asking 
“Why?” since you were two years old 
but now the older you get, the more ur-
gent is the need to know – although, in 
the new book Things We Couldn’t Say by Jay Coles, there could be 
a dozen becauses.

Sometimes, mostly when he didn’t need it to happen, Giovanni 
Zucker’s birth mother took over his thoughts.

It wasn’t as though she was the only thing he had to think about. 
Gio was an important part of the basketball team at Ben Davis High 
School; in fact, when he thought about college, he hoped for a bas-
ketball scholarship. He had classes to study for, two best friends he 
wanted to hang out with, a little brother who was his reason to get up 
in the morning, and a father who was always pushing for help at the 
church he ran. As for his romantic life, there wasn’t much to report: 
Gio dated girls and he’d dated guys and he was kinda feeling like he 
liked guys more.

So no, he didn’t want to think about his birth mother. The woman 
who walked out on the family when Gio was a little kid didn’t deserve 
his consideration at all. There was just no time for the first woman 
who broke his heart.

It was nice to have distractions from his thoughts. Gio’s best friends 
had his back. He knew pretty much everybody in his Indianapolis 
neighborhood. And the guy who moved across the street, a fellow b-
baller named David, was becoming a good friend. 

A very good friend. 
David was bi-sexual, too.
But just as their relationship was beginning, the unthinkable hap-

pened: Gio’s birth mother 
reached out, emailed him, 
wanted to meet with him, and 
he was torn. She said she had 
“reasons” for abandoning 
him all those years ago, and 
her truth was not what he’d 
imagined...

There are a lot of pleasant 
surprises inside Things We 
Couldn’t Say.

From the start, author Jay 
Coles gives his main char-
acter a great support system, 
and that’s an uniquely good 
thing. Gio enjoys the com-
pany of people who want the 
best for him, and it’s refresh-
ing that even the ones who 

c.2021
c.2021, Scholastic

$18.99 / higher in Canada
320 pages

Author Jay Coles courtesy Victoria Ruth 
Photographyare villains do heroic things.

Everyone in this book, in fact, has heart, and that softens the drama 
that Coles adds – which leads to another nice surprise: there’s no 
overload of screeching drama here. Overwrought teen conflict is all 
but absent; even po-
tential angsts that Gio 
might notice in his 
urban neighborhood 
are mentioned but not 
belabored. This helps 
keep readers focused 
on a fine, relatable, 
and very realistic 
coming-of-age story 
line.

This book is aimed 
at readers ages 
12-and-up, but be-
ware that there are a 
few gently explicit, 
but responsibly writ-
ten, pages that might 
not be appropriate 
for kids in the low-
er target range. For 
older kids and adults, 
though, Things We 
Couldn’t Say offers 
plenty of reasons to 
love it.  
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CLASSIFIEDS     
 

PROJECT MANAGER/ENGINEER

Metroparks Toledo is looking for a qualified individual for Project 
��������	 
��������	 
���������	 ������	 ��	 �����	 
����������	 ��	 ���-
struction-related field required; Experience in civil engineering, proj-
ect management, construction management, with working knowledge 
of construction, project management, design and engineering. Pro-
fessional engineer required. Full-time with benefits. Go to www.Me-
troparksToledo.com/careers to review job description and apply. Ap-
plicants must submit an online application and resume. EOE

 
NOTICE TO BIDDERS

SEALED PROPOSALS for bidding on Metroparks Toledo Miscellaneous 
Trail Paving, Lucas County Ohio will be received; opened; and read aloud 
at the Metropolitan Park District of the Toledo Area, Fallen Timbers Field Of-
����	����	������	�������	!����	��"����	#���	$%&%'	Friday, November 
12, 2021 at 12:00 p.m. local time.
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	#�	+#6<	������=�	�>	��?���=	���"�>�����	�>	�����=	=�����	���	
����=������	������	@�=���	>�"�	��=��?��C	������	����=����	��	!"���	��"�=H�		
General construction includes pavement repairs, pavement planing, asphalt 
paving, curb ramp, catch basin adjustment, and topsoil, seed & mulch.  Bid-
����	 ��H	 ��=���	 ��?���	 �>	 ?�����	 �?������=�����	 ���=���=	 ���"���=�	 ���	
?���J��������	 ���=	 =���"��	K�@>�N	���?���=����	%%%	+��=	+����">>�	�������	
#���	$%��$	��=@���	QU%�	����	���	$U%�	?����	�����H	=���"��	�����H	V����C	
����	?�H����	=�	K�@>�N	���?���=���W	��	���	=��	K�@>�N	X���=��	*���	6���	
�=	@@@���@>�N���?�����		K�@>�N	���	��	���=��=��	�=	$�ZJ[$�J&�&'	��	Q��J
Q''J&�&'�		\	���J��>"������	>��	�>	]�&	��	��^"����	>��	����	��=	�>	>"��J��`�	
documents obtained.  For additional information, please contact Jon Zvan-
����	|	$�ZJ%��JZ�Q$�	}���`�������|��=��?��C�=����������		
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���	�"�=	>"�����	�	���	?�����=	V����W	*��>�������	
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the opening thereof.
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all bids, and to waive any informality in bidding.
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David D. Zenk, Director 

 
EQUIPMENT TECHNICIAN II

LUCAS COUNTY
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CHILD CARE/HOUSE CLEANER URGENTLY NEEDED 
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

                                                                                                                                                     
RFP21-R033 FIRE SYSTEMS TESTING, INSPECTION, AND 

MAINTENANCE SERVICES
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS                                                                                                                                        

RFP21-R034 ROOFING SERVICES
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PARK SERVICES RANGER - FULL TIME

Metroparks Toledo is looking for a qualified individual for Park Ser-
vice Ranger. High School diploma and current Ohio Peace Officer 
���=�>���=���	 ��^"�����	 ������=�	 �����	 �>	 �N?�������	 ���?������	 =�	
�"=���	���	 ���?��������=����	�"��J=���	@�=�	����>�=��	 ]�Z�Z[����	��	 =�	
www.MetroparksToledo.com/careers to review job description and 
apply. EOE
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Happy Halloween!!
I’m extremely excited!! This is my absolutely my favorite time --- fall. Falling multicolored leaves, 

rain, cooler temperatures and warm cider and cinnamon donuts --- yummy, yummy, yummy!

My grandkids are so happy helping Grandma decorating my She Shed for this Halloween. Enjoy, 
people, and be safe when you mask up! 

From my home to yours

Mary Mary!!
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Open for  wellness
OPEN FOR YOU

Whether you need preventive and  
wellness care or help managing a  
complex health condition, The University  
of Toledo Medical Center’s internal 
medicine providers are the healthcare 
leaders you want on your team.

utmc.utoledo.edu

UTMC 1659 Print_ToledoJournal_InternalMed_4.75x8.indd   1 9/22/21   12:28 PM

Carty Finkbeiner Attacks Administration’s 
Record on Violence
Sojourner’s Truth Staff

On the eve of the election, mayoral candidate Carty Finkbeiner, former 
mayor of Toledo, once again took Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz to task for 
his administration’s record on violence, particularly the rate of homicides, 
which is on track to set another record in this 2021 calendar year – currently 
at 56 for the year.

“There were at least three more shootings this weekend,” said Finkbeiner 
at a press conference he held at his campaign headquarters in south Toledo, 
at the corner of Glendale and Byrne.

“Two here in south Toledo not far from where we are today and one in the 
3300 block of Lagrange.”

Finkbeiner recalled the opening year of his third term when murders sky-
rocketed to 35 and his response to that wave of violence. 

“I remember being amazed and shocked to hear of three murders in a 
month,” he said. 

At that time, he said pointing to his current 10-point plan to stop the surge 
in violence, he brought in the Lucas County Sheriff’s Department and the 
Ohio State Highway Patrol to collaborate with the Toledo Police Depart-
ment.

The result, he noted, was immediate. “We went 89 days without a murder 
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year of 2009}. But right now it’s at 56 and over 2,000 bullets have been 
discharged into about 750 living units this year. The culture has dramatically 
changed.”
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Kral) whom he faulted for a failure to devise a plan to “deal with the situa-
tion.”

“Citizens are reluctant to open their doors, we need a city where it is okay 
to open your front door. It’s got to stop. We have a plan. We will get back to 
be able to enjoy life and not hiding behind our front doors.”

Carty Finkbeiner points to the photos of this year’s homicide victims

Finkbeiner reviewed his 10-point plan, emphasizing the need for such 
measures and the success he has experienced in the past with: collaboration 
with other law enforcement forces, rebuilding the Block Watch program, 
gun buybacks, creating jobs for youth, drop boxes for information.

“We need to deal with lawbreakers directly and respectfully and put youth 
to work,” he said.

Letter to The Editor
At the publication of your newspaper, we have only six days until the 

general election, Tuesday, November 2.  With voter suppression looming 
over the African American communities, it is time to sound the alarm that 
we would like a renaissance in Toledo’s central city.

In the past four years, not one project has been implemented in our com-
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Hats off to Alicia Smith and her Junction Coalition for her effort, how-
ever, we need a number of projects and a lot more accomplished.

There has been too much neglect; crime and murder has gotten out of 
control, too many young people have died and the kids need facilities such 
as a skating rink, go karts, putt putt golf and a bowling alley and we do 
have enough facilities throughout our community.  Imagine the jobs we 
can create!

On November 2, we will elect a mayor and six members to Toledo city 
council. There is no time for apathy when we do have the right to vote.  It 
is up to us. My endorsement for mayor is personal, but it will create an 
awareness of the importance of our community, and who is paying atten-
tion.

It is time to have the kind of leadership that encompasses our community 
and propels it to a higher level.

Carty Finkbeiner, a three-term mayor is running again because he too has 
seen the continued neglect in our neighborhoods.  When he was mayor, so 
many people have told me how “clean” the streets were, and how he made 
an effort to offer jobs to gang members or anyone who wanted to work, 
and did not exclude or cast off our people as not a factor in economic  de-
velopment.

If we are to move forward in this dark time of fear and disgust, consider 
voting for Carty Finkbeiner in mass numbers, senior citizens, millenials, 
residents young and old who are interested in Real leadership in the may-
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June Boyd    

Page 19October 27, 2021



��������	
��
�
��
	��Page 20 October 27, 2021

VOTE NOW AT THE 

EARLY VOTE CENTER 
OR YOUR POLLING LOCATION ON 

NOVEMBER 2, 2021
EARLY VOTE CENTER • 1301 Monroe St., Toledo, OH

L I U N A
      LOCAL 500

ENDORSEMENTS

TAKE THIS
WITH YOU TO

THE POLLS!

WADE KAPSZUKIEWICZFOR 
MAYOR:

City of Toledo Mayor

✓ Wade Kapszukiewicz

Toledo City Council

✓ Tony Dia

✓ Cerssandra McPherson

✓ Katie Moline

✓ George Sarantou

✓ Harvey Savage, Jr.

✓ Tiffany Preston Whitman

VOTE  

YES 
ON ISSUES:

ISSUE #2
IMAGINATION STATION

ISSUE #3
TOLEDO ZOO

Toledo City Schools
Board of Education

✓ Polly Taylor-Gerken

✓ Christine Varwig

✓ Bob Vasquez

Washington 
Local Schools

Board of Education

✓ Mark R. K. Hughes


