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Community Calendar
July 29                                                                                                                                               
Summit Academy Job Fair; 10 am to 2 pm; For K-12 educators seeking 
an opportunity to positively impact children’s lives – particularly children 
with special education needs; Open interviews for a range of positions

August 8
Back Pack Event: Noon to 3 pm; Wilson Park; Back pack giveaway – with 
supplies; Free food; North End Community Committee

August 12
64th Annual Convention: The True Church of God of the Apostolic Faith; 
August 12-14; Nightly services at 6:30 pm; Sunday at 10 am; 301 Colling-
wood: 419-243-1815

Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz

The most effective [leadership]…is provided by people who work behind the scenes for 
quiet victories.                                              -  Joseph L. Badaracco, Jr. 

Battling a Pressure Fighter 
By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, D.Min.

The Truth Contributor
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�������������������-
cal life.

The brilliant but sometimes socially awkward incumbent prefers effective, 
behind-the-scenes strategies over “public heroism” to resolve the City’s 
challenges. 

However, in challenger former three-term Mayor Carty Finkbeiner, Kap-
szukiewicz is battling a charismatic and aggressive former football coach 
who is comfortable employing political and psychological pressure. 

How will Kapszukiewicz respond to Carty’s pressuring political style, de-
signed to wear down the incumbent, test his endurance, force him into an 
overly defensive campaign posture, and take away his composure or ability 
to think clearly and rationally.

I spoke with Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz about his unorthodox incremen-
tal, outside-the-limelight approach to leadership and how he plans to combat 
the tactics of his political opponent.  

Here is our conversation:
Perryman: There’s talk that you initially thought that this reelection effort 

would be more effortless than it has become. Carty Finkbeiner is a pressure 
����
������
�������
��������
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	�������	
���������
��
����
����
!

Wade:  I’m not unnerved at all. I’m looking forward to telling our story 
and just focused on the things we’re doing and need to do. I don’t focus 
much on the sideshow and all the silly drama. Certainly, Carty adds a level 
of drama that didn’t exist before. At the end of the day, I don’t expect it will 
�����
��������������
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���������
�
�
��������"�������
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ever have about my chance.  

At some level, Carty probably would agree that this is an election that he 
���������
���	�����������
�����������"�	��#���������������������������$�
frankly, is even on winning this race.  I think he wants to raise issues, and 
that’s great.  

Perryman: You talked about an emphasis on telling your story. What is 
���������!

Wade:  The story is that Toledo, in general, is better off today than we 
were four years ago; there’s no question about it.  

Earlier this year, we won the Site Selection Magazine Governor’s Cup 
����	�������
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cant.  
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ated a new revenue stream that never existed before, and as a result, we’re 
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Additionally, our budget is in a much better position. Our budget wasn’t 
balanced when I became mayor.  Today, we have the largest rainy-day fund 
�����
�7���#�������$����
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The promises I made four years ago, I’ve kept them.  I said we’re going to 
grow the size of the police force, get the regional water deal done, and get 
the budget in order. We did all of these.  So, looking at the big picture, there’s 
no question we’re better off than we were four years ago.  

Perryman:  What is the story concerning the African-American commu-
����!

Wade: I assumed that everyone knew this, but I’ll say it plainly. There are 
about 120 kids right now and their parents going to college for free from 
Scott High School because of a program I put together.  I’m proud of that.  
No one’s ever done anything like that before.  Two straight graduating class-
es of kids from Scott High School and one of their parents are in college 
right now and paying not a penny because of my leadership as mayor. 

Perryman: �%�
����
������
��������!
Wade:  The program is Hope Toledo, which has a pre-k component, which 

I think everyone knows how far I stuck my neck out promoting pre-kinder-
����
�$�������	�������������
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also the vessel that is sending these kids from Scott High School to college 
for free.  

Beyond that, I have the eight safety classes that I have brought on. The 

�������
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���	���
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four police classes that 
have come aboard dur-
ing my time as mayor 
have been the most 
diverse in the history 
of the city outside of a 
federal courtroom; the 
most diverse since the 
early 80’s and that is in 
terms of both percent-
ages of African Ameri-
cans and also in raw 
numbers. And, every 
year we break the record of the year before.  

Now, I am never going to have the personality of someone more charis-
matic and maybe a little more of an extrovert. I can’t help that, and so while 
it’s hard for me to talk about myself, what I would encourage folks to do, 
speak to Tony Hague.  I would love for someone to ask him what kind of 
mayor I’ve been for African Americans and what kind of mayor I’ve been for 
diversity in our safety forces. I will rest comfortably when people understand 
����%����<���
$������������

����
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�$�������"#�
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Additionally, we have invested this year more money in youth program-
ming and summer job programs than at any time in the history of the City.  
I hope someone calls Dennis Hopson and asks him what he thinks of my 
service as mayor and my commitment to young people of color and youth 
opportunities.  Anyone who wants a summer job this year had a chance to get 
one because of the investments we made.  I’m proud of that.  

Also, I inherited a lead law that was well-intentioned, but didn’t work, got 
thrown out in court.    I came in, rebuilt the legislation, and passed a lead-safe 
program that now actually is preventing kids from being poisoned.  Maybe 
I should talk about that more, but that’s a heck of an accomplishment, I be-
lieve, for some of our most disadvantaged neighborhoods.  

And then, the City of Toledo was, embarrassingly, the only big city in Ohio 
that hadn’t already done a disparity study.  Well, because of my leadership, 
we’re determining whether or not the City has been even a passive partici-
pant in discriminating against certain protective groups. We are also identify-
ing race-conscious remedies to ensure we have a fair procurement process.  

I also created the TREIC, the Toledo Racial Equity and Inclusion Coun-
cil.  That is helping us push our equity agenda; the black agenda is part of 
that.  And, we’ve revamped the Diversity and Inclusion Department.  Just 
the folks I’ve recruited, folks like Rosalyn Clemmons and everything she’s 
done, building programs that work for our neighborhoods.  

Perryman: %��
	�������
���
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�����������������&����
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Lafe Tolliver

A few random thoughts at large.

(1) When I read where the erstwhile politico candidate Carty Finkbeiner 
was dusting off his blue and gold political tap-dancing shoes for another 
chance to be called, “Da Maya”, I thought back to his prior campaigns 
and involuntarily shuddered when I recalled the nigh shameless manner 
in which some Black pastors swooned over Carty.  I mean, if you did not 
know better, you would have thunk that Carty was handing out genuine 
gold doubloons to all the wide-eyed pastors that followed his every foot-
step. I remember times when Carty would call a press conference and 
�����
���
�������?����������$���	���
������	�@�������������7����<����
and breathlessly await his word from on high.

 I mean, there were times when Carty passed by some Black pastors, 
that if they could touch the hem of his clearance sale JC Penney suit, they 
would have gladly suffered being trampled over by others in their efforts 
to reach him.

I mean, when Carty was around some Black pastors, causing them to be 
giddy and supercharged, it was akin to a teenage girl meeting the Beatles 
������
��������
��"����������������
���	L

 I mean, when the call went out to some Black pastors to make the pil-
������
����������7����#��

�����7����<���$����������
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������	����
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to drop their mike midway during their Sunday sermon and rush out the 
door, so be it.

Now, I hope that those same pastors (some of whom have gone on to 
their eternal reward)  have acquired some gravitas and a grip on their po-
litical emotions so when Carty calls them, (as sure as he will, just as sure 
�� ��
� �����	���	���
� �����Q$� ��
�������	����������	��������	
������
and resist the urge to rush the stage when he presents himself with that 
saccharine Carty smile.
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(2) I said it before, and I will dare say it again. One tactical tool that is 
needed to tamp down Black on Black crime is for the Black churches in 
Toledo to have their pastors and their congregations patrol, on foot, the 
so called, “central city.”

 Yes, we need to see the Black pastors walking the beat at 1 and 3 AM 
in the morning along with their deacons, congregants, choir members and 
trustees to dissuade any criminal element from carrying out any nefarious 
deeds.

 Criminals do not like witnesses and if they were to see Pastor Bunson 
and his eight deacons walking down Nesslewood, Batavia, Machen or 
Oakwood Avenue at midnight or at 2 AM, that would be a wonder to 
behold. Much less the positive conversations they could engage in with 
people out at that time of night.

get my drift?
With great shame, 

we must concede that 
“we” are the ones that 
are doing harm to each 
other and the blame 
cannot be shifted to 
“others.” You can be 
poor as church mouse 
and that is not cause to 
create mayhem and to 
	��	���
�����������L�

If the local churches 
were to plan and plot 
such nightly (Yeah, ev-

��� �����LQ� 
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��
��$�
10 dollars to a donut, 
you would see a radical 
decrease in crime.

But how many churches are willing to put their Christianity on the line 
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council members if they were to obtain a majority on the upcoming city 
council races. They need to pow-wow together and formulate an agenda 
and a budget to support that agenda and pass it through city council. So 
what if others say they have a narrow casting vision for projects that 
skew towards the down and out and with an emphasis on gun control 
and entrepreneurship programs. Go where the need it and tell any Blade 
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not use it for fear of negative commentary from the Block Family at the 
Toledo Blade?

]�������
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and pull them. The worse that they can do to you, is to talk about you. 
��	$�������L�%�
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���������^�����������������������������������
��
that were previously not tackled due to concerns of negative blow back. 

Déjà Vu All Over Again…!
By Lafe Tolliver, Esq

Guest Column

Comfort
419-661-4001hospicenwo.org

When a loved one is dying, nothing makes 
sense. But Hospice of Northwest Ohio can 
help. For 40 years, we have provided patients 
and families with the physical, emotional and 
spiritual support they need, regardless of ability 
to pay or complexity of care. Insight. Comfort. 
Strength. In your home, a nursing home, or in 
one of our two freestanding hospice centers.

Moments, memories M     RE

that only comes from experience.

My motto? Nothing good comes from people 
being out in the streets so late at night unless 
you are going to or from a jobsite. Nothing. You 

You can thank me lat-
er.

Nothing ventured…
nothing gained.

Contact Lafe Toll-
iver at  tolliver@juno.
com
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John Warren

The President Needs to Pull Out All Stops
By John E. Warren, Publisher, The San Diego Voice & Viewpoint

Guest Column

Last week, Majority Whip Clyburn, Democratic leader in the U.S. 
House of Representatives, made the observation that the “filibuster” 
currently being used in the U.S. Senate to block the Voting Rights Bill 
as well as the George Floyd Bill, is a matter of tradition and not a part 
of the U.S. Constitution. There was also a reference to how former 
President Lyndon Johnson used the full weight of his office as Presi-
dent to secure the needed votes to get the Voting Rights Act passed. 

It is a known fact that the President of the United States has far 
more power and influence than the Minority Leader of the U.S. Senate 
in the person of Mitch McConnell. Every Republican member of the 
Senate at some point is going to need something from either the Presi-
dent or a Cabinet office within his Administration. The passage of the 
Voting Rights Act by the Senate will undo most of what the States are 
doing with voter suppression. As suggested by Congressman Clyburn, 
now is the time to put all power and influence behind getting the Sen-
ate to act, not only on infrastructure as slated for this week, but, by 
all means, the Voting Rights Act. These items cannot wait and should 
not be held up.

President Biden needs to remember that without the Black vote, he 
would not be in the White House. Without the influence of Congress-
man Cyburn endorsing him when he did, Biden would not have got-
ten the nomination of the Democratic Party to run for President. The 
Black vote has to be as important to the president, if not more so, than 
Donald Trump is to the Republican Party

The Texas Democratic Delegation, fleeing that state and coming to 
Washington, D.C. to lobby for the Voting Rights Act as a means of 
stopping voter suppression in that state, has given new meaning to the 
words, “All Gave Some, But Some Gave All.”

President Biden has spent enough years on Capitol Hill to know 
where the bodies are buried and who placed them. He and Chuck 
Schumer cannot continue to play “Gentleman Jack” with Mitch Mc-
Connell. McConnell must be stopped by any means necessary. That 
would appear to mean dealing with the Filibuster by any means neces-
sary. This must be done before the end of July when the Congress goes 

on recess.
One thing should 

be remembered about 
Capitol Hill and the 
Legislative Process: 
There is always a 
loophole and a back 
door to solve every 
problem. Politics is 
never absolute about 
anything. The vice 
president, while do-
ing all she can, is not 
a substitute for the 
Office of the Presi-
dent applying full 
power. To our Civil 
Rights leaders, your 
only message can be: Out with the filibuster, and passage of the Vot-
ing Rights Act. No in-betweens.

If we did not let the pandemic stop the protest and emergence of 
our votes to take back the White House, we must not allow the pan-
demic’s resurgence, Republican gerrymandering of the Congressio-
nal Districts because of tampering with the Census, or radical Con-
servative acts of terrorism under the “Big Lie” to stop the salvation 
of democracy that we all are fighting for. Let’s call the Republican 
offices, their home districts and anyone who supports them and let’s 
make this happen before the end of July 2021.

Statement from Carty 
Finkbeiner 

RE Mayor Kapszukiewicz’s comments on “failed effort” by The Move-
ment to increase minority community COVID vaccination rates. 

The Blade reports that Mayor Kapszukiewicz criticized The Movement 
for failing to “increase Lucas County’s vaccination rate, especially among 
communities of color.” (Kaitlyn Durbin, The Blade, July 24, 2021) 

Carty Finkbeiner says it is “…tragic to attack efforts of The Movement, 
and its leader Tina Butts, an organization that is 3,000 strong and has 
helped to vaccinate thousands of Toledo residents who otherwise go with-
out this life-saving medicine. They are engaging citizens on the streets 
of our most challenged neighborhoods, and Tina is a true hero for many, 
many, many Toledoans.”
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Michele Grim

City Council Candidate Announces Gun 
Violence Prevention Program
Sojourner’s Truth Staff
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City of Toledo and the Bureau of ATF Collaborate 
for Second “Operation Clean Sweep”
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our mission to transform people’s lives through education so they can go 
on to work, serve and lead in their communities,” said Carlos Campo, 
PhD, president of Ashland University. “And in many of the places where 
we operate, there are no other options available to inmates who want to use 
their time in prison to further their education and invest in themselves.”

Andrea Buttross, Louisiana Department of Corrections education direc-
tor, says Ashland’s distance-learning program is deployed on an easily 
managed platform providing those about to re-enter society an opportu-
nity to access education that they may not traditionally have received in 
the prison setting.

“Ashland has decades of experience working within prison systems and 
they know how to operate in this unique environment,” said Buttross. 
“They provide all necessary aspects of the program: the technology, all of 
the curriculum and resources for the classes, direct contact with profes-
sors, and even an on-site academic coordinator to help students progress 
toward their degrees.”

There are advantages to distance learning in prisons—especially in the 
age of COVID. Classes are available to more students in places where in-
person options are unavailable. Students can take classes anytime during 
the day, and their education can continue once they’re released, regardless 
of where they live.

To learn more about Ashland University Correctional Education, visit 
ashland.edu.

“The incarcerated face a lot of obstacles in attaining an education be-
cause they often have limited access and fewer choices,” said Dr. Campo. 
“We want to change that, one successful student at a time.”

Courtesy StatePoint

How Prison Education Programs Transform 
Lives and Communities
Special to The Truth

In 2014, Benito Castro was sentenced to six years in prison for passing 
bad checks as a result of a gambling habit he’d developed. Today, he’s the 
director of operations for a grocery store chain and runs freedomrides.
���$��������������
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released from prison.

Castro credits his transformation to the education he received through 
Ashland University while in prison.

“I earned my degree while I was still incarcerated, and that made all the 
difference in the world when I was released. It gave me a sense of purpose 
and led to a whole new life.”

After early release, Castro took a job as a dishwasher at a Huddle House 
restaurant and met someone from Ideal Market grocery stores, who hired 
him as a night manager. From there, Castro quickly rose to district man-
ager, director of marketing and then director of operations for the chain.

“I’m a different person today thanks to the Ashland program. I have 
���������
��������"#���������������������
������	������������"����
�
���
respect,” said Castro.

Ashland University operates the largest correctional education program 
in the nation. It has more than 4,000 incarcerated students enrolled at 120 
facilities in more than a dozen states and has graduated nearly a thousand 
students since 2016, when the school began offering distance learning 
beyond its home state of Ohio.

The program features the same academic rigor and learning outcomes 
as the university’s on-campus curriculum, and is free for students who 
qualify for Pell Grants or receive Ashland University scholarships or other 
assistance. There is also no cost to the prison.

“Providing access to this underserved community is an integral part of 
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Photos courtesy Ed Dixon

  ... continued on page 8

GUARANTEED 
Life Insurance
up to $15,000.00

Modifi ed Whole Life Insurance from Physicians Life Insurance Company

Call for your FREE Information Kit

1-855-961-2209
or go to life55plus.info/truth

Cash to help 
pay your 
funeral, 
medical bills 
or other fi nal 
expenses.

• Guaranteed acceptance ages 45 to 85*

• No medical exam, no health questions

• Lock in your rate for life

�

6236

Plus — you’ll also get a FREE 
Final Wishes Planner!

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies. 
Benefi ts reduced fi rst two years. Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN). 

Medicare does not cover dental care1. That means if you need dental 
work done, it can cost you hundreds or even thousands of dollars out 
of your own pocket.
Get Dental Insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. 
It helps cover over 350 procedures — from cleanings and fillings to 
crowns and dentures.

• See any dentist you want, but save more with one in our network
• No deductible, no annual maximum
• Immediate coverage for preventive care 

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-844-334-8627
dental50plus.com/truth

1 “Medicare & You,” Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, 2020 
Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. Product not available in all states. 
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance 
solicitation. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, LA, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: 
C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN); Rider kinds B438/B439 (GA: B439B). 
6255

DENTAL Insurance
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The African American Festival Prayer Breakfast
By Fletcher Word

Sojourner’s Truth Editor

The annual African American Festival Prayer Breakfast – 
the start of the weekend’s celebration – was held on Friday, 
July 23 at the new Glass City Metropark Pavilion and the 
event was the start of a coming out party for the community 
after almost a year and a half of isolation.

About 150 guests, including city and county elected of-
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individual for her guidance in that success over the past quar-
ter century.
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breakfast event by introducing Frances Smith, mistress of 
ceremonies. Then followed an opening prayer by Pastor Tim-
othy Pettaway Sr, of Walk the Word Church; a prayer for the 
city and leaders by Pastor Timothy Clark of Harvest Christian 
Center and a prayer for the churches by Pastor Otis Gordon of 
Warren AME Church.
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morning’s honorees: Zahra Aprili Collins, Michael Day, Sr 
and Bishop Larry G. Mack.
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the Small Business Development Center, the Minority Business Assistance 
Center and the Small Business Administration to ensure that local business 
owners had access to resources and funding through the C.A.R.E.S. Act
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volleyball coach at Scott High School for both boys’ and girls’ teams; vice 
president of the Scott Alumni Association board of directors, chairwoman of 
the Association’s Scholarship and Hall of Fame Committees.

Day is part of the second generation to lead the House of Day Funeral 
V
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sister Cassandra Day-Moore. His childhood vision later led to the construc-
tion of the building on the corner of Westwood and Nebraska, a facility with 
10,000 square feet.

Now the staff includes Day’s wife, Allison Ford day, a licensed funeral 
director, and their son, Michael, Jr., their son, Brian; Brian’s wife, Kim Mar-
shall Day and Cassandra’s son, Perry James Moore.

(l. to R.): Lucas County Commissioners Pete Gerken, Tina Skeldon Wozniak, Gary 
"����#���������������������	���#��������	�
����������������������
����������

Williams, Cerssandra McPherson; TUFCU’s Zahra Collins; Suzette Cowell
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Bishop Mack is the senior pastor of Greater Dreams Church with two loca-
tions in Ohio and Michigan. He has been ministering the Gospel worldwide 
in global conferences, university campuses and has hosted numerous televi-
sion shows on the Total Christian Television Network which reaches 172 
nations and more than 73 million people.

For Cowell, the next part of the morning’s event came as a total surprise 
since it had not been part of her planned program.

The staff organized a tribute to her in honor of her leadership for 25 years 
of the credit union she also founded.

Toledo Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz brought a commemorative plaque 
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to Cowell by recounting her achievements within the community and, in 
some cases, noting the impact that her stewardship of the credit union had 
had upon them personally.
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add her own recollections of the achievements.

This year’s African American Festival coincided with the 25th Anniversary 
of the credit union and much of the morning’s tributes spoke to that history 
and the ups and downs of those 25 years. Having overcome a rocky start, 
TUFCU has experienced an explosive growth over the past six years while 
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he leads. Now with almost 5,000 members and assets of over $10 million, 
the credit union’s upward trajectory has been phenomenal.

Guests had breakfast – catered by Decadent Catering By Audrey, Audrey 
Ransey, owner – after the tribute to Cowell. 
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John Jones of Christian Temple Baptist Church, a prayer for the youth and 
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Metroparks’ Felica Clark, gave the breakfasters a little understanding of 
��
��
�������#������������
������
���	�)����
�$�������������}
���
�?��-
tist offered the closing prayer.

Photos Courtesy Albert Earl

African American Breakfast... continued from page 7

PRESENTED BY:

HomeWORK YOUR WAY

PARADE OF HOMES

EVENT KICKS OFF:
Friday, July 30th at Noon

Homes are located at: 
727, 731 & 733 Amelia St, Toledo OH 43607
& 4410 Vermaas Ave, Toledo, OH  43612

Parade and Housing Fair Hours:
Friday, July 30th: Noon – 8 PM

Saturday, July 31st: Noon – 8 PM

Sunday, August 1st: Noon – 6 PM
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Jessica Ford, Suzette Cowell, 
LC Commissioner Tina Skeldon 

Wozniak

Former Mayor Carty Finkbeiner and 
Former Mayor and current State Rep. 

Paula Hicks-Hudson

Board President Fletcher Word; Honoree Zahra Collins; Board Member Pas-
tor Timothy Pettaway; Suzette Cowell; Honoree Bishop Larry Mack; Honoree 

��������$���� �#���������%&�%� ������
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Councilwomen Preston Whitman, Williams 
and McPherson with Suzette Cowell

State Rep. Hicks Hudson reads 
her tribute
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The Juice’s Rich Hogan

The African American Festival Parade
Sojourner’s Truth Staff

Gotta love a parade!

Especially when you haven’t seen one in a while. And that was certainly 
the case until last Saturday, July 24, when the annual African American 
Festival Parade returned to Toledo after a hiatus forced upon the commu-
nity and the world, for that fact, by the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

The pandemic forced the cancellation of the 2020 festival and parade 
and earlier in 2021, Suzette Cowell, CEO and treasurer of Toledo Urban 
Federal Credit Union, feared that 2021 might not see such festivities either.

An early morning rain did nothing to drown those fears.  At dawn, the pa-
rade that was scheduled to start at 10 a.m. appeared to be in some danger of 
actually happening on that timetable but by 9:00 a.m., the skies were clear-
ing and by 10, the paraders were lined up at the corner of Dorr and Detroit 
and ready to start marching and dancing and singing and tossing candies to 
the young onlookers and handing out information to the older ones.
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teams, heath agencies – so many parts of the community turned out to 

INSTANT 
ADMISSION 
F A I R
THURSDAY 
AUG. 5

2 - 7 PM
Russell Ebeid Hall

� Apply for admission & receive 
your decision

� Complete the FAFSA with 
Financial Aid experts

� Tour campus with Lourdes 
student guides

� Sign up for apartment-style 
campus housing

� Take advantage of scholarship 
opportunities

� Receive FREE Lourdes swag

� Enjoy refreshments

Classes start:
AUGUST 23

RSVP: Contact: 
419-885-5291
luadmits@lourdes.edu

Health Partners of Western Ohio 
����

TUFCU’s Carla Ford and Frances Smith

march and hear the cheers of hundreds 
of onlookers.

The rain did not come again to spoil 
the parade!
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Perryman... continued from page 2

ago.  Violent crime and gang-related violence are up. How will you rebuild 
the trust between the African American community and your administration, 
including the police department?

Wade: One of the ways you can rebuild trust is by enacting meaningful 
police reform.  And again, I’ll tell you this, there has never been a mayor of 
the City of Toledo in its history who has passed more police reform than I 
have, and it’s just a fact.  
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when I became mayor.  Internal affairs, for 80 years, had been located in 
police headquarters.  Faith leaders, active Black Lives Matter activists, and 
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want to report police misconduct.  So, by the stroke of a pen, I moved inter-
nal affairs to a neutral site.  That’s a big deal.  
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niques, use of force - the State of Ohio requires that those lessons are taught 
only in the academy.  That’s not good enough here in Toledo.  So, we require 
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believe it’s important, and conforms with our values.  
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you over for any infraction, they have to provide a business card with his 
badge number and phone number and report.  There’s more work to be done, 
but that is more reform than any mayor in our history has achieved, and I’m 
proud of it.  

Perryman:  However, the shootings continue to be a cause of concern for 
the community.

Wade: These things will take time, but a journey of a thousand miles starts 
with a single step, and that’s actually what I’ll also say about the one type of 
crime that is going up in Toledo, which is shootings and gun violence.  
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we’ve gotta tackle gun violence as a public health crisis?’  Well, last Sep-
tember, we did the same thing.  We had a news conference and created the 
mayor’s initiative to reduce gun violence.  We hired staff, JoJuan Armour, 
and he is in the process of hiring violence interrupters.  We’re replicating the 
safe city models that have worked across the country in places like Chicago.  

We’re trying new things and doing things that haven’t been done before. 
Perryman: Would you consider changing the leadership of the police de-

partment.
Wade: The police chief of a major American city is probably the most 

challenging job in America. Chief Kral is a reformer who has helped bring 
reform to the police department on relations with the African American com-
munity. Everyone is disappointed by the spike in violent crime, but I don’t 
place the blame at George Kral’s feet.  It’s a complex problem, and there’s 
plenty of blame to go around.  

Perryman: Let’s shift a little bit.  There’s been a lot of skepticism in the 
African American community on how the American Rescue Plan dollars will 
be distributed.  How will you ensure that there is equity in how those funds 
are distributed?

Wade:  It’s too soon yet obviously to be able to identify what’s going to be 
funded with these dollars, but I can tell you based on the feedback we’re get-
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overwhelming majority of these dollars are going to be spent in challenged 
neighborhoods, ones that have traditionally been disinvested in.  

I can’t imagine the scenario whereby a majority of those dollars aren’t 
spent in our core communities.  That’s a rock-solid guarantee. 

Perryman: There are many unheralded groups who have historically been 
doing this work but may not have a lot of capacity.  They’re wondering if the 
hoops they have to jump through will disqualify them from accessing these 
resources?

Wade: Those are fair concerns.  This is a totally new opportunity that, if it 
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I can say is that I am proud of the team that I have brought in that know how 
to get dollars to people who need it. That’s why I know that these dollars will 
end up in the hands of people who need it.  

Perryman: Finally, given your style of quiet leadership, I want to ask if 
you have heard the voices of the community to actually know what they 
want?

Wade: I think I have.  Even Carty, who is running against me right now, 
last time I talked to him said that I was one of the best listeners he’s ever met. 
I do think I’m a good listener.  I put in long hours, and I have put my whole 
heart and soul into this job.  I attend meetings everywhere. I am not afraid to 
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work hard at this and that I don’t listen.  I think even my detractors concede 
that point, so I have heard the community.  
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progress and moving in the right direction. I believe that.  I know my heart 
is always in the right place.  Unfortunately, I think sometimes the words that 
come out of my mouth don’t conform with what’s in my heart. 

Perryman: My point is that as people listen, frequently something is lost 
in the translation, causing them to hear something different than what was in-
tended. So, when the African American community speaks, whether in actual 
words, deeds, attitudes or whatever, have you actually “heard” them?  

... continued on page 11
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Wade:  The answer is yes, I have heard.  I do.
Perryman: But do you “GET it?”
Wade:  I get it, but I’ll end it this way.  I hope that in my second term that 

the African American community can come to hear what I’m saying, and can 
look at my record of accomplishments for the African American community, 
sending kids to college for free, diversity and the safety forces, the disparity 
study, on and on.  But, when it comes to listening, I have heard, acted and 
delivered in a way that is consistent with my heart and my values. 

I’m always going to be a little awkward. Sometimes I’m not going to say 
the right things. I’m going to seem uncomfortable and out of place and tell 
jokes that aren’t funny. I can’t help it.  Maybe that’s all people hear about me, 
and maybe that’s what they fear; and I get that.  

I hope the community can appreciate the incredible record of accomplish-
ments that I have achieved for the African American community.  I hope 
people let my deeds speak for me and not my sometimes-awkward actions 
and mangled words. Let’s put it that way.

That’s my hope for this second term.  I have no doubt I’m going to have a 
second term, and I have no doubt that I will have more success.  

Contact Rev. Donald Perryman, PhD at drdlperryman@centerofhopebap-
tist.org

Perryman... continued from page 10

Shirley Murdock, also an R&B singer and songwriter, cannot remember 
a time when she couldn’t sing. She always thought that she’d be a gospel 
singer, “singing like a grown woman ever since I was a little girl” in church 
choirs. She attended Toledo’s Calvary Baptist Church and graduated from St. 
Ursula Academy. Murdock has resided in Dayton for a number of years but, 
before the pandemic, returned to Toledo several times a year to visit relatives.

Saturday’s lineup also included Jay Rush, Bobby G, Lakeside, Tim Cun-
ningham and Darius Coleman. The Zapp Band was the closing act but the 
rain – which had interrupted the entertainment early on after Bobby G’s set, 
and then abated – returned with a fury late at night, along with lightning, as the 
Zapp Band was just starting.

For Suzette Cowell, CEO and treasurer of TUFCU and the person who has 
organized these festivals over the years and selected the talent, the highlight 
of the afternoon and evening was the way Lyle Jennings interacted with the 
audience. Another highlight of his performance was his duo with Jay Rush, 
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As wonderful as the entertainment was during the event, the audience turn-
out and reaction was nothing short of astonishing. They arrived early and ar-
rived all day long. The food vendors were overwhelmed by the demand and 
sold out of virtually everything.

They stayed through the midafternoon cloud burst and kept arriving after 
those clouds had passed. And came, said Cowell, from all over Toledo, from 
Detroit and Cleveland, from Ann Arbor and Saginaw, from Nashville (be-
cause notwithstanding all the music in that town, they don’t have quite the 
same opportunity that this African American Festival presents). Some visi-
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This year’s Festival was sponsored by the City of Toledo, the Lucas Coun-
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the House of Day, Quality Time, The Blade, the Journal and The Truth.

 

African American Festival... continued from page 16

Ohio Legislative Black Caucus Foundation to 
Hold Annual Conference
Speakers include The Honorable Eric H. Holder, Steve Stivers and more
Special To The Truth

The Ohio Legislative Black Caucus Foundation will host their annual 
conference on August 12 at 10 a.m. and will feature guest speakers The 
Honorable Eric H. Holder the 82nd Attorney General of the U.S., and Steve 
Stivers the President of the Ohio Chamber of Commerce. 

The conference will also feature other speakers from around the state.
“We’re very excited to announce our annual conference and the diverse 

line up of speakers we have this year,” said Derrick Clay, chairman of the 

Ohio Legislative Black Caucus Foundation. 
“The speakers will offer valuable insight and discussion regarding the 

important issues that are facing Black Ohioans on a daily basis. We’ll dis-
cuss redistricting, health, minority business and employment and ethics. 
We encourage everyone to join us on the 12th and we look forward to a 
fantastic conference!” 

The Ohio Legislative Black Caucus Foundation is a 501(c)3 that ad-
vances Ohio’s Black community through educational research, develop-
ing community leaders, facilitating public policy development, analyzing 
issues of social and economic importance, and the promotion of diversity 
and inclusion in the public and private sector.
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Operation Clean Sweep... continued from page 5

YWCA CC&R Partners with StepAhead to 
Implement New Communication Method
Special to The Truth

The YWCA of Northwest Ohio, Child Care Resource and Referral 
announced a new partnership with StepAhead to launch a new form 
of communication with their clients in Northwest Ohio. StepAhead 
is the leading communications company specializing in (SMS) short-
message text messaging service for non-profit organizations, child 
care programs, education, public health and government.

Texting is becoming the most effective way for businesses to com-
municate with their customers and audiences, with a 98 percent open 
rate and 94 percent read rate. StepAhead’s communication platform 
provides a fast and easy way for CCR&R agencies and non-profit or-
ganizations, like the YWCA, to text using their computer or mobile 
device to connect with child care providers and families with a click 
of a button.  

As the world slowly recovers from the COVID pandemic, it is im-
perative that Ohio child care providers and families not only know 
about what is going on with the YWCA CCR&R, but rapid state 
updates as well. Many YWCA clients do not have internet access 
or phone service. It has been proven that traditional communication 
methods like email are slowly declining. 

“Our partnership with StepAhead give us the ability to better con-
nect with our audience. Our clients can interact with us through text 
in real-time, avoiding lost emails or busy phone lines,” said Dani 
Raymond, YWCA CCR&R Professional Development Specialist. 
“We are the first CCR&R in Ohio to partner with StepAhead and are 
excited to work with this truly unique communication company,”

Providers and families can expect to receive event announcements, 
licensing updates and early childhood resources. 

Child Care Providers can join the YWCA texting program by send-
ing CCCHAMPS to 59925 

Parents and families can sign up by sending YWCARES to 59925.

Over the past seven years, StepAhead has partnered with and pro-
vided text messaging services for CCR&R non-profits in 10 States; 
Community Action agencies; Head Start programs; YMCAs; and 
several national entities. They have a wealth of knowledge and expe-
rience developing and implementing simple, customized texting pro-
grams that produce results and meet the needs of the ever-changing 

health and human services space.

For more information on StepAhead visit www.stepaheadnow.com

The YWCA Child Care Resource and Referral (YWCA CCR&R) 
is a state-funded child care resource and referral agency, serving 20 
counties in Northwest Ohio from three regional offices, located in 
Toledo, Lima and Mansfield. The YWCA CCR&R provides a wide 
range of services to child care providers and families in the commu-
nity. They offer professional development and classroom coaching 
to help providers improve their classroom practices. They also help 
families find child care and match up with those quality programs. 

For more information about the Child Care Resource and Referral, 
visit www.ywcaccrrevents.org or call 419-255-5519.

The YWCA of Northwest Ohio, working to meet the diverse needs 
of women and the elimination of racism, serves more than 15,000 
individuals each year through various programs.  The programs in-
clude:  Domestic Violence Shelter, Rape Crisis Center, Child Care 
Resource and Referral, Youth Development, Long Term Housing, 
and Healthy Connections.

towards making our neighborhoods safe,” Mayor Kapszukiewicz said 
“This partnership with the ATF is another tool in our tool box, and we 
are using it.”

Operation Clean Sweep will seek to pursue federal charges, where 
applicable, against individuals who are prohibited under federal law 
from possessing firearms, or who otherwise use firearms in a violent 
crime or drug trafficking offense.

“We are in an era where people are quick to use firearms to settle 
their differences. These people do not think about the long term con-
sequences on not just themselves, but their community as well. It is 
our goal to take these illegal firearms out of the hands of those who 
will cause pain and suffering in our city.” said Kral.

“I would like to remind everyone that violent crime is personal. 
Every person who is killed or injured is someone’s son, daughter, 
friend, or family member. Remember that, pause, and step back from 
the violence,” stated Roland Herndon, ATF’s Special Agent in Charge 
for the Columbus Field Division. “But be warned, as I’ve stated be-
fore, if you choose to use firearms to commit crimes, ATF and our law 
enforcement partners will be there as always, working to hold you 
accountable for those acts.”
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Lights out.
For most people, that means it’s time to 

sleep, but not you. Lights out means time 
to turn ‘em back on, pump up the music, 
and get the party started. And for those 
in the new novel Blackout by Dhonielle 
Clayton, Tiffany D. Jackson, Nic Stone, 
Angie Thomas, Ashley Woodfolk, and 
Nicola Yoon, it’s time to fall in love.

Obviously, there was a mix-up.
There was just one job opening at the Apollo corporate headquarters, but 

two candidates were offered the position and both were there for orienta-
tion. Oops.

Bad on the company. Worse for Tammi Wright, whose heart was shat-
tered upon seeing Kareem Murphy walk into the lobby. He’d broken up 
with her a few weeks before, and she thought she was over him. Apparently 
not, but she wanted that job so she’d wait, even if she had to do it some-
��
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And then the lights went out. 
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handle it. Without A/C, buildings were vacated, people milled around, and 
Kareem suggested they start walking home to Brooklyn. Tammi thought 
he was out of his mind but he had a DJing gig that evening, do-or-die, and 
there was nothing else to do.

c.2021
Quill Tree Books /

Harper Collins
$19.99 / $24.99 Canada

256 pages

Blackout by Dhonielle Clayton, Tiffany D. Jack-
son, Nic Stone, Angie Thomas, Ashley Woodfolk, 
and Nicola Yoon
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

The Truth Contributor

JJ Harding, Jr. was 
on the subway when 
the blackout hit, but 
he didn’t worry until 
he noticed Tremaine 
Wright a few seats 
away. Tremaine was 
claustrophobic, as JJ 
knew, and he could see 
that Tremaine was al-
most freaking out. He 
didn’t want to intrude 
if the claustrophobia 
was a sensitive secret. 
JJ knew all about se-
crets.  

The residents at the 
Althea House were 

playing cards when the blackout started and the most beautiful woman 
N
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how to tell her best friend, Tristan, that she liked him a whole lot more than 
just like. Kayla Simmons was sitting on a tour bus, contemplating a love 
rectangle. 

Grace was in Seymour’s Ryde, heading for Brooklyn, and the party was 
about to start...

Okay, yes, it’s a story that’s contrived and convenient. Yes, it’s a lot of 
meet-cute. It’s predictable, too, but reach a little deeper and Blackout is a 
pretty intriguing concept.

It is, in fact, the ultimate in collaboration: six authors, cooperating on one 
single story that arcs through six different couples on one dark night makes 
for an interesting tale, in part because each of the authors brings her own 
style to the table here. The characters aren’t interchangeable, nor are the 
situations, which gives readers a strong sense that the people in these tales 
are more dimensional. You can feel the same heat they’re feeling. You’ll 
believe that they’re heading for the same place and that things are gonna 
get even more interesting. 

Want to go, too?
Then check for Blackout in your local YA section. Despite its strong 

language (but no action past kissing), it’s great for gentle romantics ages 
'(�����	���$�����	���������	��������
������������
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CLASSIFIEDS     
MORTGAGE LOAN ORIGINATOR

Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union is seeking an experienced Mort-
gage Loan Originator. The MLO performs all mortgage loan process-
ing activities including receiving, evaluating, and reviewing loan ap-
plications; obtaining and verifying necessary information; preparing 
documents for underwriting and closing review; and communicating 
loan status to all involved parties. A successful candidate will be 
dependable, an approachable team player with a personable and 
professional demeanor, a desire to learn and driven to achieve out-
standing results. Previous experience with a Credit Union is pre-
ferred. To apply, please email your resume to ZCollins@ToledoUr-
ban.net<mailto:ZCollins@ToledoUrban.net> with the subject line 
MLO Applicant.

PART-TIME TELLERS

Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union is seeking part time Tellers to 
join our team.  The ideal candidate will assist members by per-
forming a variety of teller responsibilities including - cash trans-
actions, withdrawals, deposits, money orders and loan payments, 
and opening new accounts. A successful candidate will be depend-
able, an approachable team player with a personable and profes-
sional demeanor, a desire to learn and driven to achieve outstand-
ing results. Previous experience with a Credit Union is preferred. 
To apply, please email your resume to ZCollins@ToledoUrban.
net<mailto:ZCollins@ToledoUrban.net> with the subject line PT 
Teller Applicant.

PARK MAINTENANCE

Metroparks Toledo is looking for a qualified and motivated individual 
for Park Maintenance at Swan Creek Preserve. High School Diplo-
ma or equivalent. Moderate level of specialty maintenance experi-
ence. Ability to perform a broad spectrum of maintenance duties, 
including building equipment, maintenance, grounds maintenance, 
landscaping and construction. $18.45/hr. Full-time with benefits. 
Go to www.MetroparksToledo.com/careers to review job descrip-
tion and apply. Applicants must submit an online application and 
resume. EOE

Call to place your ad:  
419-243-0007

www.TheTruthToledo.com
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The 16th Annual African American Festival 
Audience Packs Promenade Park
Sojourner’s Truth Staff

It was a sight to behold!! By the time this year’s African American Festival 
opened at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday afternoon at Promenade Park, hundreds of 
spectators had already taken their seats –  outside of the Park on Summit 
Street – to listen to the music: to the blues, the gospel, the jazz, the hip hop, 
the old school R & B – that was about to play for the next eight hours.

Inside the Park, thousands of spectators arrived unusually early – much 
earlier than in the previous 15 years of the festival – to hear the music, to 
peruse the vendors’ tents, to sample the edibles from the food trucks.

After a year of pandemic-imposed isolation, Toledoans seemed anxious to 
bust out, socialize and resume their normal lives.

The entrance gates were busy all day as the thousands lined up to enter and 
be entertained.

Every year the Festival entertainment, sponsored by the Toledo Urban Fed-
eral Credit Union (TUFCU), is superb and this year was no exception. What 
was exceptional was the return of Toledo’s prodigal son … and daughter. 
And the audience was more than eager to welcome them home. Singers Lyfe 
Jennings and Shirley Murdock, both had not returned in more than a year, 
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Jennings, an R&B singer and songwriter, grew up in Toledo, though he 
currently lives in Atlanta. He has previously performed at the Stranahan and 
other local venues.

Open for     healing

OPEN FOR YOU
From preventative 
care to treatment of 
complex orthopaedic 
and rehabilitation 
needs, we are open to 
serve our community.

utmc.utoledo.edu

Tyree, UTMC Physical 
Therapy Patient


