
Perryman and Tolliver
On Juneteenth

Page 3

What Is Juneteenth
Page 5

Juneteenth Facts
Page 7

The Texas Holiday
Page 8

Local Events
Page 12

Juneteenth Books
Page 12

Book Review
“On Juneteenth”

Page 13
________________________

Judge Duhart President Bar 
Association

Page 16

Dr. Donald Baker Honored 
at UT

Page 18

Touch a Dream Studio
Page 20

Phi Delta Kappa Inductees
Page 20

In This Issue...

Celebrating Celebrating 
JuneteenthJuneteenth

Volume 67 No. 4 “And Ye Shall Know The Truth...”    June 16, 2021



��������	
��
���
	��Page 2 June 16, 2021



��������	
��
���
	��

... continued on page 4

C
EL
EB
R
AT
IN
G

Lourdes.edu

We want education that teaches us our true history 
and our role in present-day society.    
          
                -  Black Panther Party Platform 

Declared But
Not Realized
By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, D.Min.

The Truth Contributor

The celebration of Juneteenth resonates with me deeply. An occasion to 
purposively celebrate our culture, Juneteenth also provides an opportunity to 
expand the community’s collective knowledge of the black experience, a per-
spective excluded from traditional vehicles of education and learning.

It was a full two years after the Emancipation Proclamation legally abolished 
�������	
�	������	��	�����	����	������	��	�������
��	������	��������	
������	
word and became actually free from subjugation. It took Juneteenth to expose 
the critical unsolved problem of freedom declared but not yet realized. 

In a similar vein, the landmark 1954 Brown v. Board of Education and the 
federal government’s intervention successfully removed segregation, ensuring 
universal access to public education. Nonetheless, the verdict has yet to de-
liver excellence and equity in BIPOC students’ educational experiences and 
outcomes. 

It is now time to pivot beyond the realization of universal access for students 
based on gender, race, ethnicity or special needs to pursue excellence and eq-
uity for those who “have always been on the margins of how this nation inter-
prets contributions to the construction of our democracy.” 

Why Education Equity Matters:
College enrollment declined more than two million students in the decade 

before COVID-19. Since 2017-18, whites no longer represent the majority of 
the undergraduate population at public colleges, according to the Center for 
American Progress.

There has been a corresponding decline of 200,000 black students ages 18-
24 and an increase in Latinx college enrollment (18 to 24) that exceeds the 
increase in the general Latinx population. 

The impact is seen in two ways.
First, the multicultural activism and protests occurring in light of George 

Floyd’s death cannot be optimized without engaging college campuses. “There 
is an intellectual perspective to social change that takes understanding through 
applied knowledge or engagement in coursework,” said an esteemed college 
administrator.

Many of today’s generation of students – both white and nonwhite – are 
demanding diverse faculty and professional development in inclusion topics. 
These students also call for multicultural coursework offerings such as “critical 
race theory” and faculty that look like them.

With the strain on university budgets and minorities making up most students 

A time traveler returning from viewing the 
celebrations of the newly freed slaves in Texas 
in June of 1865 and which joyous occasions 
morphed into the Texas holiday of Juneteenth, 
would probably crash their time machine if they 
were to now monitor the recent Republican po-
�������	�������	
�	�
����	������	��	!"�����#

True enough, the passed and the yet to be 
passed voter suppression bills in overwhelm-
ingly Republican legislatures will apply to white 
voters as well. But you are sorely deluded if you believe that the passages of 
such “earmarked” legislation was without a sordid racial component.

 A current undertaking of voter suppression laws that are being concocted 
and widely promulgated by white GOP politicos whose intentions are to 
hamstring minority voters for the upcoming and all-important 2022 mid-
terms, is in full bloom.

At the outset, our time traveler would have read and studied the morning 
after election charts and surveys which have strongly evidenced that there 
was no voter fraud in the recent national election which turned out to pas-
ture the originator of the BIG LIE, Donald Trump.

 Our astute time traveler would have marveled at reading news events 
which show a divided nation in an uproar over a crafted lie that Donald 
��"$	%��	���	�����"	
�	�	��
���	������
�#	!��	%���	���	&""
���	��"�	
traveler dug deeper into the news, he would have been aghast to learn that 

Juneteenth … Meet 
Your New America! 

By Lafe Tolliver, Esq

Guest Column

  ... continued on page 4
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Perryman... continued from page 3

who attend, many white conservatives fear “minorities getting a leg up on the 
competitive scale when it comes to jobs that require a degree.”

These factors, including the struggle for power and control, make the debate 
over “critical race theory” more contentious. 

“People are saying that there are those that want to ignore the 1619 Project 
and disreputable aspects of American History because they don’t want to know 
the truth. But that’s not enough of a reason to make laws banning teaching 
what really happened. It’s also about the fact that white kids are not going to 
college and not wanting minorities to have an edge in the workforce by being 
���	"
��	�������	���	���	"
��	'�������*	���	��"��������
�	�����#

As We Move Forward:
Juneteenth is about black culture and freedom. It is about celebration and 

education. It is also a call to acknowledge the “progress that has taken place 
thus far while continuing to work to bring about change at the individual, or-
ganization, community, and system levels.” 

The black community is currently situated at the cusp of a critical moment 
where white nationalism has resurged. There is “no consistent, comprehensive, 
coordinated commitment to formally and appropriately educate and socialize 
the masses of African Americans for group advancement in a social climate 
that dehumanizes and devalues them,” says scholar Alan Colon.

Yet our world of alternative facts, conspiracy theories, and a “consistently 
�

��	������
����$	%���	���	����*	�
������	�
	$��	
�	&�%��	�������+��	��-
tural representations. Media and textbooks continue to present white success 
while portraying dysfunction, pathology, and failure for black family life.

What Can We Do?
We can work individually and collectively to achieve educational equity, 

meaning that each child receives everything needed to develop their full aca-
demic and social potential. 

The Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights’ Education Equity Project is 
�"
��	 ��
��	 �������	 ��	 ���	 ��������#	����	 �������
���	 �����	 ������	 
�����+�-
tion performs equity audits at public universities to determine retention and 
completion barriers for minority students and help schools develop equitable 
policies. They also scrutinize the campus climate to determine any racial inci-
dents or issues that contribute to an unwelcome educational environment. 

We must also require equally high outcomes for all students and demand that 
success and failure are no longer determined by racial, cultural, or socioeco-
nomic factors. 

We can support the Strength in Diversity Act. This legislation calls for “de-
veloping and implementing new strategies in public schools to promote inclu-
sion, which would strengthen the fabric of our nation.”

What are you doing with the children?
However, colleges and universities require a pipeline. The black commu-

nity must supply more than what the primary, middle, and high schools can 
provide. Children need more than the rote memorization of facts in the public 
schools’ bland and deliberately sanitized approach to history. 

We need to undertake more than pouring information into children. We also 
need to draw out of them the gifts and creativity that every child is born with. 
The misguided distortions taught in mass education strategies result from the 
tendency to analyze and interpret from a Eurocentric or White middle-class 
norm rather than through the lenses provided by African Americans’ unique 
circumstances and experiences. 

Therefore, each young person needs to be connected to some more-extensive 
network where culturally responsive teaching and learning occur. And, where 
gifts are nurtured and promoted rather than constantly told to sit down and be 
quiet. The pain of too many adults is that somewhere in growing up, they were 
������	
�	
�	�����	�����	
�	�������	�
	"��	����	���	&�"�	%��	�����������#

/�������	�����
��	��
��	���	�	�����	
�	�
""����	$�
���"	����	��$
���	
African core values. It will allow our children to escape the danger of becom-
ing spiritual and relational refugees and gradually shape a new consciousness 
to preserve and promote the community.  

Contact Donald Perryman, PhD, at drdlperryman@centerofhopebaptist.org

Tolliver... continued from page 3

the former president was using the race card as his means to gin up his rabid 
base to hoodwink them into thinking that, they too, were victims of a political 
crime.

If Juneteenth meant the arrival of good news of freedom to slaves in Texas, 
the time traveler would have noticed that in present day America, the politi-
cal freedom of the descendants of those former slaves was again in imminent 
jeopardy.     

White America’s preoccupation with the voting rights of African Americans 
was unabated both then after 1865 and now insofar as this intense assault has 
a disproportionate impact upon people of color.

	���������	%��	���	����	�����
"	���������
�	�
	���	�����	������	%�
	%���	
initially prevented from hearing about the Emancipation Proclamation two 
and half years earlier and the fall of the confederacy and the subsequent end 
of their tyranny.

Yet, elements of that same confederacy, now cloaked in and under different 
names, is manifesting its racial vitriolic dogma via the cultural wars of the 
GOP.

 The GOP, now home to discontented groups of white nationalists, white 
supremacists and other discordant and alienated white people, has become the 
ideological battering bullhorn to repeat the falsehood that former President 
Donald Trump was a victim of a political hijacking.

 Our astute time traveler, being a voracious reader of American history, 
would have discovered that throughout the history of this country, lies about 
people of color regarding their intellect, sexual appetites and supposed inabil-
ity to form viable communities were constantly propagated in the news media.

���	������	����
�����	3�����������	
�	���������	���	��������	���	��"�	�����	
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General Gordon Granger

What Is Juneteenth? How Did It Start? What 
Is Its Legacy?

Juneteenth is the oldest known cel-
ebration of the ending of slavery. Dat-
ing back to 1865, it was on June 19 
that the Union soldiers, led by Major 
General Gordon Granger, landed at 
Galveston, Texas with news that the 
war had ended and that the enslaved 
were now free.

Note that this was two and a half 
years after President Lincoln’s 
Emancipation Proclamation – which 
���	3��
"�	
������	������	��	����	
– by which Lincoln proclaimed free-
dom for all of the enslaved in the 
Confederate states.

The Emancipation Proclamation 
had little impact on the Texans due to the minimal number of Union troops 
that were needed to enforce the new executive order. However, with the sur-
render of General Robert E. Lee in April 1865 and the arrival of General 
�
��
�	�������;�	����"���	
�	<��
�	�
�������	���	�
����	%���	������	���
��	
��
��	�
	��&����	���	
����
"�	���	����������#

Later attempts to explain the two-and-a-half year delay in the receipt of 
this important news have yielded several versions that have been handed 
down over the years.

Often told is the story of a messenger who was murdered on his way to 
Texas with news of freedom.

Another is that the news was deliberately withheld by the enslavers to 
maintain the labor force on the plantations. And still another is that federal 

Emancipation Day celebration held on June 19, 1900, in Austin

��

$�	�������	%�����	�
�	���	�����	
%����	�
	���$	���	3������	
�	
��	����	
cotton harvest before going to Texas to enforce the Emancipation Proclama-
tion.

All or none of these stories could be factual. For whatever reasons, condi-
tions in Texas remained status quo well beyond what was statutory.

=��	
�	�������	�������;�	����	
�����	
�	3������	%��	�
	����	�
	���	$�
$��	

�	������	�������	=����	>"3��	��	%����	3����	������������	%���@

“The people of Texas are informed that in accordance with a Proclamation 
from the Executive of the United States, all slaves are free. This involves an 
absolute equality of rights and rights of property between former masters and 
slaves, and the connection heretofore existing between them becomes that 
between employer and free laborer.”

The reactions to this profound news ranged from pure shock to immediate 
jubilation. While many lingered to learn of this new employer to employee 
relationship, many left before these offers were completely off the lips of 
their former “masters” – attesting to the varying conditions on the plantations 
and the realization of freedom.

Even with nowhere to go, many fely that leaving the plantation would be 
�����	����	����$	
�	�����
"#	>
���	%��	���	�
�����	���������
�	���	�
�	"���	��	
represented true freedom, while the desire to reach family members in neigh-
boring states drove some into Louisiana, Arkansas and Oklahoma.

Settling into these new areas as free men and women brought on new re-
alities and the challenges of establishing a heretofore non-existent status for 
black people in America. Recounting the memories of that great day in June 

Head Quarters District of Texas
Galveston Texas June 19th 1865.
General Orders
     No. 3.
          The people of Texas are informed that, in accordance with a 
proclamation from the Executive of the United States, all slaves are 
free. This involves an absolute equality of personal rights and rights 
of property between former masters and slaves, and the connection 
heretofore existing between them becomes that between employer 
and hired labor.
               The freedmen are advised to remain quietly at their present 
homes and work for wages. They are informed that they will not be 
allowed to collect at military posts and that they will not be supported 
in idleness either there or elsewhere.
          By order of Major General Granger
                    F.W. Emery
                    Major A.A. Genl.

Page 5June 16, 2021
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of 1865 and its festivities would serve as motivation as well as release from 
the growing pressures encountered in their new territory.

The celebration of June 19 was dubbed “Juneteenth” and grew with more 
participation from descendants. The Juneteenth celebration was a time for 
reassuring each other, for praying and for gathering remaining family mem-
bers.

Juneteenth continued to be a highly revered in Texas decades later, with 
many former slaves and descendants making an annual pilgrimage back to 
Galveston on this date.

Juneteenth Celebration Decline
Economic and cultural forces provided for a decline in Juneteenth activi-

ties and participants beginning in the early 1900’s. Classroom and textbook 
������
�	��	���	
�	�������
���	��"���	���	�
"�K�����	$��������	���&��	���	
interest of youth due to less emphasis and detail on the activities of former 
slaves.

Classroom textbooks proclaimed Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation of 
January 1, 1863 as the date signaling the end of slavery – and little or nothing 
on the impact of General Granger’s arrival in Texas on June 19, 1865.

The Great Depression forced many people off the farms and into cities to 
���	%
��#	X�	�����	�3��	�����
�"�����	�"$�
����	%���	����	�����	�
	�����	
leaves to celebrate this date. Thus, unless June 19 fell on a weekend or holi-
day, there were very few participants available.

���	Z	%��	���	�������	����3������	X���$�������	�
�����	���	�	����	��	$�-
triotism steered more towards this celebration.

Resurgence
The Civil Rights movement of the 1950’s and 1960’s yielded both positive 

and negative results for the Juneteenth celebration.
While it pulled many of the African-American youth away and into the 

struggle for racial equality, many linked these struggles to the historical 
struggles of their ancestors. This was evidenced by student demonstrators 
involved in the Atlanta civil rights campaign in the early 1960’s who wore 
Juneteenth freedom buttons.

Again in 1968, Juneteenth received another strong resurgence through the 
Poor People’s March to Washington, D.C. with Rev. Ralph Abernathy’s call 
for people of all races, creeds, economic levels and professions to come to 
Washington, to show support for thew poor. Many of those attendees re-
turned home and initiated Juneteenth celebrations in areas previously absent 

�	���	��������#	X�	�����	�%
	
�	���	�������	���������	����3����
��	�
����	
after this march are now held in the far northern reaches of Milwaukee and 
Minneapolis.

Texas Blazes the Trail
=�	������	��	�[�\�	���������	3���"�	��	
������	�����	�
�����	���
��	

the efforts of Texas State Representative Al Edwards, an African-American 
��������
�#	���	��������	$������	
�	����	3���	"�����	���������	��	���	����	
�"����$���
�	����3����
�	�������	
������	 �����	 ���
�����
�#	]�$�����������	
Edwards has since actively sought to spread the observance all across Amer-
ica.

Juneteenth in Modern Times
Throughout the 1980’s and on into the 21st century, Juneteenth has con-

tinued to enjoy a growing and healthy interest from communities and orga-
��+���
��	���
��	���	����
�#	X�������
��	���	��	���	^"����
�����	���	_����	
Ford Museum, the Toledo Museum of Arts and others have begun sponsor-
ing Juneteenth-centered activities.

X�	������	������	�	�"3��	
�	���������	
�����+���
��	����	������	�
	����	
their place alongside older organizations – all with the mission to promote 
and cultivate knowledge and appreciation of African-American history and 
culture.

Juneteenth today celebrates African-American freedom while encouraging 
self-development and respect for all cultures. As it takes on a more national 
and even global perspective, the events of 1865 in Texas are not forgotten, 
for all of the roots tie back to this fertile soil from which a national day of 
pride continues to grow.

X�������������	���	
�����	�����	
�	���������	3�	�������	�������	�$$����	
only to Texas. Slavery didn’t end in states like Kentucky and Delaware, 
which hadn’t seceded and therefore weren’t covered by Lincoln’s proclama-
tion freeing slaves in the Confederate states, until Dec. 18, 1865, when the 
13th Amendment to the U. S. Constitution was adopted.

Forty-six of the 50 U.S. states and the District of Columbia have recog-
nized Juneteenth as either a state holiday or ceremonial holiday, a day of ob-
��������#	���	�
�	������	����	�
	�
�	���
���+�	���������	���	_�%����	>
���	
Dakota, South Dakota, and Montana.

We join our community in celebrating Juneteenth, which honors  

the end to slavery in the United States. Team TARTA is committed 

to equity, inclusion and diversity to create a better future for all.

CELEBRATING 
FREEDOM’S ARRIVAL.

TARTA.COM

21-TARTA-114 Juneteenth Ad ST_5x8_162A.indd   1 6/9/21   10:03 AM

GET TO KNOW YOUR METROPARKS
One Year, 19 Parks!
Join the Metropark Hikers for a journey in nature. No previous experience 
needed; we will teach you. Sign up for an upcoming hike and learn how to 
Get Outside Yourself!

Saturday, June 19 at 3 p.m. –  Manhattan Marsh Preserve Metropark
Saturday, July 17 at 3 p.m.  – Wiregrass Lake Metropark
Saturday, July 31 at 3 p.m. – Oak Openings Preserve Metropark

For registration or for more information,  
call Customer Service at 419-407-9700.

Connect with us on

MetroparksToledo.com
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An African American band at an Emancipation Day celebration in Austin in 1900

Ten Juneteenth Facts
Fact #1: Following the issuing of the Emancipation Proclamation on Jan-

uary 1, 1863, not all enslaved people immediately found freedom.
The Emancipation Proclamation freed slaves in states then in rebellion 

against the United States. Union troops operating in said states gave teeth 
to the Proclamation. This, however, did not apply to the border states.

 
Fact #2: The Civil War ended in the summer of 1865. Union General 

Gordon Granger and his troops traveled to Galveston, Texas to announce 
General Orders No. 3 on June 19, 1865. June 19th would go on to be known 
and celebrated as Juneteenth. 

General Orders No. 3  stated: “The people of Texas are informed that, in 
accordance with a proclamation from the Executive of the United States, 
all slaves are free. This involves an absolute equality of personal rights 
and rights of property between former masters and slaves, and the connec-
tion heretofore existing between them becomes that between employer and 
hired labor.”

 
Fact #3: Part of General Order No. 3 encouraged the newly freed people 

to remain with their past owners.
“The freedmen are advised to remain quietly at their present homes and 

work for wages. They are informed that they will not be allowed to collect 
at military posts and that they will not be supported in idleness either there 
or elsewhere.”

 
Fact #4: The period after Juneteenth is known as the ‘Scatter.’
Undeterred by the recommendation to remain in place, many former 

slaves left the area during the original reading. In the following weeks for-
"����	��������	$�
$��	����	�����	��	�����	�"3���	�
	���	��"���	"�"3���	
and make their way in the postbellum United States.

 
Fact #5: Juneteenth has been celebrated under many names.
Freedom Day, Jubilee Day, and Cel-Liberation Day, Second Indepen-

dence Day, and Emancipation Day to name just a few.
 
/���	|�@	}"����$���
�	~���	��	_
��
��	�����	%��	3
���	�$���������	�
	

celebrate Juneteenth.
The 10-acre parcel of land was purchased by former slaves, Richard Al-

len, Richard Brock, Jack Yates, and Elias Dibble for $800 in 1872.
 
Fact #7: During the early 20th-century Juneteenth celebrations declined.
The enactment of Jim Crow laws dampened the celebration of freedom. 

In addition, the Great Depression forced many black farming families away 
from rural areas and into urban environments to seek work— resulting in 
��������	������	���	���	
��	�
	����3����#

 
Fact #8: The celebration of Juneteenth was revived during the civil rights 

movement.
The Poor People’s March planned by Martin Luther King Jr. was pur-

posely scheduled to coincide with the date. March participants took the 

��������	�
�
	���
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celebrations back to their home states and soon the holiday was reborn.
 
Fact #9: Celebrations of Juneteenth continue today.
Traditions include public readings of the Emancipation Proclamation, 

singing traditional songs, and reading of works by noted African Ameri-
can writers. Celebrations can also take the form of rodeos, street fairs, 
cookouts, family reunions, park parties, historical reenactments, and Miss 
Juneteenth contests.

 
Fact #10: Forty-seven states and the District of Columbia recognize Ju-

neteenth as either a state holiday or ceremonial holiday, a day of obser-
vance.

New Hampshire became the latest state to formally recognize Juneteenth 
in 2019. 
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1979 June 07 - Texas Passes Bill Becoming 
the First State to Make Juneteenth a Holiday 

A celebration that has persisted for over a cen-
���	��������	���	����	
������	���
�����
�	
�	���	
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Day of 1863, but the order only applied to territo-
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Flanders Road
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Prayer: The Original 
Wireless Connection 

Wednesday 7:00 PM  

Sunday 9:30 AM                                                                                                            

Flanders Rd Church of Christ                                                   

5130 Flanders Rd

flaunders.indd   1 6/14/21   7:37 PM
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Contact Lafe Tolliver at tolliver@juno.com

    
      
    
     

Tolliver... continued from page 4

Comfort
419-661-4001hospicenwo.org

When a loved one is dying, nothing makes 
sense. But Hospice of Northwest Ohio can 
help. For 40 years, we have provided patients 
and families with the physical, emotional and 
spiritual support they need, regardless of ability 
to pay or complexity of care. Insight. Comfort. 
Strength. In your home, a nursing home, or in 
one of our two freestanding hospice centers.

Moments, memories M     RE

that only comes from experience.
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� 24 Hr. Automated Voice Service
� Online Banking
� Credit Counseling
� Share Accounts
���������������������������
� Checking Accounts
� Vacation/Christmas Clubs
�������������������
� Mastercard Credit Card
� Notary Service
��������"������
��#$���������������
� ATM on site
� Bill Payment Center

Loans:
� Auto New/Used
� Personal 
� First Mortgage 
� Tuition 
� Share Secured 
� Signature 
� %�&��'������
� �'(�)�
� %�&��)*���

BUSINESS HOURS
 �������+��� -+;;��<&<=�>+;;��<&<����?�������+� -+;;��<&<=�>+;;��<&<��
 ��������+� -+;;��<&<=�>+;;��<&<�� @������+� -+;;��<&<=I+;;��<&<
�� K���������+�-+;;��<&<=�>+;;��<&<���L�������+� -+;;��<&<=XY+;;��<&< 

*Please note we are CLOSED for all government observed holidays*

OUR SERVICES:

LOANS!   LOANS!   LOANS!
CALL TODAY  419.255.8876

L�Z�����[������)#

X\\X������L�������������#%�\]I;^
_�`���z������{�|�X\X>�}�~������L<���������#%�\]I;\

Phone: 419.255.8876 • Fax: 419.255.4390 • www.toledourban.net
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National Network of Black Museums to 
Release Their Second Virtual Juneteenth: 
Lift Every Voice and Sing 
BLKFreedom Continues the Tradition of Exploring Freedom, Justice, and 
Democracy in America

On June 18 at 11:00 a.m. CDT, the National Civil Rights 
Museum will virtually join nine leading Black museums 
and historical institutions from coast to coast  for BLK-
FREEDOM.org to commemorate Juneteenth, the day that 
the Emancipation Proclamation was officially enforced, 
ending enslavement in Texas. The annual collaboration 
has produced a film documenting the national exploration 
of the deep-rooted anthem “Lift Every Voice and Sing” 
through the eyes of historic museums and anthropologists 
from across the United States. The film will premiere on 
partnering sites starting June 15 at 12:00 PM EDT / 11:00 
AM CDT.

BLKFREEDOM.org will commemorate the anniversary 
of Juneteenth. Juneteenth dates back to June 19, 1865, 
when union soldier, Major General Gordon Granger, landed 
at Galveston, Texas with the news that the war had ended 
and that the enslaved were now free. This announcement 
was more than two and half years after President Lincoln 
signed the Emancipation Proclamation.

The virtual event will explore the historical influences 

on the evolution of being black in America using the context of the 
national anthem “Lift Every Voice and Sing”.  Streaming audiences 
globally will explore the pride of over 200 years of Gullah culture, 
perseverance of Little Africa through Black Laws, tenacity through 
industry and pop culture in Detroit, and  resiliency during the CO-
VID Era. Additional performances will feature the African Ameri-
can Cultural Ensemble (ACE), West African Dance, and poetry.

BLKFREEDOM.org is a combined effort between America’s 
Black Holocaust Museum (Milwaukee, WI), Amistad Research 
Center of Tulane University (New Orleans, Louisiana), August 
Wilson African American Cultural Center (Pittsburg, PA), Cali-
fornia African American Museum (Los Angeles, CA), Charles H. 
Wright Museum of African American History (Detroit, MI), Har-
vey Gantt Center for African American Arts + Culture (Charlotte, 
NC), Historic Mitchelville Freedom Park (Hilton Head Island, SC), 
National Civil Rights Museum (Memphis TN), Northwest African 
American Museum (Seattle, WA), and National Underground Rail-
road Freedom Center (Cincinnati, OH). This collaborative program 
will explore the meaning and relevance of “freedom”, “justice” and 
“democracy”. For more information about collaborative partners, 
visit blkfreedom.org.

TOLEDO BLACK  
 ARTIST COALITION

Curated by

The Toledo Black Artist Coalition’s mission is centered 
around creating avenues of artistic agency through advocacy, 
education, and activism. Throughout history, the African 
American perspective in the arts has been omitted, leaving a 
void within many mainstream cultural institutions. In reality, 
Toledo, Ohio has a rich legacy of African American artists 
who formed collectives to provide resources and education 

within the greater community. The Toledo Black Artists Coalition is a new 
wave formed within the context of the current national and international 
movement to heal a nation traumatized by the effects of white supremacy 
embedded within every facet of society.  It is our ongoing goal to create 
pathways for artists of color and combat racial inequality as it continues 
to manifest within and in relation to Toledo institutions of culture. 

Starting Juneteenth 
June 19, 2021

AN ONLINE 
EXHIBITION

A 
HISTORIC 
JOURNEY

IMAGE:  Jacob Lawrence (American, 1917–2000), Barber Shop, 
gouache on paper, 21 ⅛ x 29⅜ inches (53.6 x 74.6 cm),Toledo 
Museum of Art (Toledo, Ohio), Purchased with funds from the 
Libbey Endowment, Gift of Edward Drummond Libbey, 1975.15.
© 2021 The Jacob and Gwendolyn Knight Lawrence Foundation, Seattle / Artists 
Rights Society (ARS), New York toledomuseum .org

To view the exhibition, 
scan the QR code or visit:

Page 10 June 16, 2021
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Fathers: You are the hands that lead the way! 

Happy Father's Day! 

To learn more about BU2.0 and it's services please call (419) 279-0798 for more information - Serving Fathers in Lucas County. 

Page 11June 16, 2021
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... continued on page 14

The Junction Coalition’s Community Celebration Pop Up Shop. From 11 
am to 6 pm at 1500 Dorr Street. Featuring music by DJ V Nyce, food and 
dozens of vendors.

The African American Sports Legends of Northwest Ohio will honor 
the heritage, the indelible human spirit, as well as the incredible will and 
determination of a group of men who played the game of baseball which ul-
timately became the perfect platform to teach important life lessons to all of 
us. A permanent historical marker celebrating the 100th anniversary [1920] 
of the old Negro League will be installed on one of the busiest gateways in 
our community [Collingwood and Dorr Streets], just in time for the Solheim 
Cup – 11 a.m.

The Frederick Douglass Community Association Parade and Festival. 
Starting at 1 pm

Toledo Museum of Art – “Out of the Dark” – A historic Journey curated 
by the Toledo Black Artist Coalition. Opens on Juneteenth

And a Virtual One:
12th Annual Juneteenth NYC Festival. This event has gained more atten-
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holiday in NYC.
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Matter movement, and as a result, there is a push to declare it a national holi-
day in all 50 states.

Toledo’s Juneteenth Events – Saturday, June 
19

�

�

Food, Music, Vendors, & more 
****Masks are required**** 
Vendor inquiries contact  
Angela @ 419-461-3911  

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

877-925-0512

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time Off er – Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 

generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions. 

This year Juneteenth NY adds *Community Reinvestment Coalition - En-
glewood SW*, Toledo, Lucas County, Ohio as a new partner, and shapes up 
to be like no other with a weekend summit celebration that starts on Friday 
with professionals and residents talking about health and wellness; *Satur-
day our virtual festival* and ends highlighting aspiring youth entrepreneurs 
on Sunday. This year our event will be held on June 18-20, 2021, 10:00 am - 
6:00 pm each day. Visit our website to learn more https://www.juneteenthny.
com/.

25 Books for Kids and Adults to Celebrate 
�����������	�
�����������������������	����

As America celebrates Juneteenth this year amid protests against racism 
and police brutality against Black people, the story of Saturday’s holiday 
emerges as one to brush up on. 

Whether you’re a longtime celebrator or seeking to learn more, reading 
books about the history and legacy of Juneteenth can help commemorate 

the 156th anniversary of the day enslaved people in Texas were read the 
Emancipation Proclamation, over two years after President Abraham Lin-
coln signed emancipation into law. 

This year the celebration stands especially prominent as the United States 
confronts its deep-rooted history of systemic racism amid protests calling 
out the deaths of Black Americans George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Riah Mil-

Page 12 June 16, 2021
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It’s a party!
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works, good food, family and friends gathered 
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happily or solemnly or importantly. It’s some-
thing you want your kids to remember. It’s a 
party, but read On Juneteenth by Annette 
Gordon-Reed, and ask yourself if you really know what you’re celebrating.

When she learned a few years ago that the marking of Juneteenth was slowly 
making its way around the rest of the country, Annette Gordon-Reed was a 
little upset. That was a Texas thing, she believed, and so it should stay. She was 
a bit protective of it all.

But then she began to realize that sharing the holiday everywhere was a good 
thing. Juneteenth, she says, or June 19, 1865, “was the day that enslaved Afri-
can Americans in Texas were told that slavery had ended, two years after the 
Emancipation Proclamation had been signed...” It was “shocking” on two lev-
els: that slavery was over, and that Black Texans were suddenly “on an equal 
plane of humanity with whites...” That, she says, “was of enough consequence 
to the entire nation that it should be celebrated nationwide.”

Sometimes, she says, Texas itself is an enigma to much of the rest of Ameri-
ca, and mythology replaces facts in peoples’ minds. Texas, for instance, is not 
all desert and sagebrush. It’s more than longhorn cattle, Stetsons, cowboys, oil 
rigs, and Native Americans. There’s more to the people of the Lone Star State 
than what old westerns will teach you, and that includes a history of African 
$�
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"	&
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over 300 years before Juneteenth.

Still, it wasn’t until 1872 that four Black Houstonians decided to throw to-
gether some money for land they set aside for celebrating. The park they es-

c.2021
Liveright

$15.95 / $21.95 Canada
149 pages

On Juneteenth by Annette Gordon-Reed
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

The Truth Contributor

tablished still exists; so does Juneteenth and its traditions, thanks to “so much 
Texas history brought together for this one special day.”

And now you know – or at least you will, completely, once you’ve read “On 
Juneteenth.”

In that, you’ll get a quick, 149-page lesson in history that seems initially 
to meander – not a bad thing, since Pulitzer Prize-winning author Annette 
Gordon-Reed uses the journey to educate readers on such varied subjects as 
language differences, misunderstandings, movies, The Yellow Rose of Texas, 
hidden references to slavery, and other things that white history’s often glossed 
over. Yes, that may seem like a lot to pack into such a slim volume, but you 
won’t feel rushed or overwhelmed here; instead, and because Gordon-Reed 
takes readers to her grandparents’ farm between lessons, this book is a treat, 
rather like summer vacation with a museum trip or an informational tour and 
ice cream at the end. 

Absolutely, look for this book. You can use On Juneteenth as a good refresh-
��	�
����	��	�
;��	�������	
������	���	���%
���	���	"����	�
�	���	3��3���#	
If you’re new to the celebration, grab the book, tuck it in your pocket, and 
won’t it be a party?
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Medicare does not cover dental care1. That means if you need dental 
work done, it can cost you hundreds or even thousands of dollars out 
of your own pocket.
Get Dental Insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. 
It helps cover over 350 procedures — from cleanings and fillings to 
crowns and dentures.

• See any dentist you want, but save more with one in our network
• No deductible, no annual maximum
• Immediate coverage for preventive care 

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-844-334-8627
dental50plus.com/truth

1 “Medicare & You,” Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, 2020 
Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. Product not available in all states. 
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance 
solicitation. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, LA, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: 
C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN); Rider kinds B438/B439 (GA: B439B). 
6255

DENTAL Insurance

Guaranteed, modified whole life coverage 
from Physicians Life Insurance Company 
that’s affordable and easy to get.

Final Expenses
Check this off your to-do list!

Call for a FREE Information Kit.

1-855-961-2209
>> www.life55plus.info/truth

• Guaranteed acceptance for ages 45 to 85*
• No medical exam! No health questions!
• Lock in your rate for life

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies. Benefits 
reduced first two years. Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN). 
6238

You can’t breathe.
There’s really no describing the panic 

when that happens. Your ribs struggle 
to rise, your chest feels like it’s being 
��
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at nothing, and then – ahhhhh, you gasp. 
And in the new novel, The Water Dancer by Ta-Nehisi Coates, nothing’s 
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Hiram was drowning. 
One minute, he was in the carriage and the next, he and the horse were 

struggling in the water. Oddly, though, the lack of breath, seeing his half-
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him. He thought he saw his mother dancing on the bridge, but she was sold 
away years ago; the water felt familiar but everything did, all the time. Hi 
grew up knowing he had a gift that allowed him to see his ancestors and to 
remember everything, and this drowning was one of those things.

He woke up in a bed wearing fresh clothes that belonged to his half-
brother, Maynard. Hi’s father – the man who owned him – was weeping 
because Maynard was lost, and Hi realized then that whatever relationship 
he’d had with his white father was over. 

His life at the great house on Virginia’s Lockless Plantation, over. That 
his father looked the other way when Hiram showed interest in Sophia, a 
housegirl Hi delivered every weekend to his father’s brother for reasons Hi 
preferred not to think about… done. His whole life was spent as a Tasker 
for people who owned him, toiling for Quality folk and thinking that if he 
did the right things, he’d be rewarded with some sort of equality or free-
dom or….

Or he’d been fooling himself. 
He’d never be equal to the Quality. He’d never love who he wanted to 

love, or know for certain that he’d never be sold Natchez-way. And that 
meant just one thing.

It was time to run.
Hunched over. That’s what you’ll be with The Water Dancer: hunched 

over as you read, to protect your heart from this story and because the an-
ticipation of what’s to come is too much to handle if you’re upright.

Using a little magic, the full meaning of which may not become totally 
clear until nearly the end of this tale, author Ta-Nehisi Coates captivates 
readers with language rich and reminiscent of poetry or song. The beauty 

The Water Dancer by Ta-Nehisi Coates
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

The Truth Contributor

From September, 2019

c.2019
One World

$28.00 / $37.00 Canada
416 pages

of those words is calming-not-calming, like ly-
ing on a fresh-smelling, springy bed of moss 
on the edge of quiet woods, waiting to hear 
heavy footsteps you know are coming. Cue the 
ominous music, but don’t think that this is a 
horror novel. No, it’s more of an escape-novel-
thriller-love-story-drama-history with a cast of 
characters that couldn’t seem more real.  

One of them, in fact, was real so look for her 
and don’t worry if the plot of this book doesn’t 
"���	 �����	 ��	 �����	 ��	 %���	 �

�	 ��
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settle, let the words wash in, and The Water 
Dancer will knock the breath out of you. Ta-Nehisi Coates

ton, Ahmaud Arbery, Rayshard Brooks and more. 
For those looking for ways to do just that, these are some of the books ex-

perts recommend checking out. 
Learning more about the ways systemic racism is rooted in the country’s 

history is the way to help heal the future, experts say. 
For a better understanding, start with these reads recommended by various 
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• “The Half Has Never Been Told: Slavery and the Making of American 

Capitalism” by Edward E. Baptist
• “Sweet Taste of Liberty: A True Story of Slavery and Restitution in 

America” by W. Caleb McDaniel
¢	�^��"$��	��
"	���	���������@	���	£��������	_���
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America” by Dr. Ibram X. Kendi
¢	�^�
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��*	3�	_����	�
��	�����	��#
“The Water Dancer” by Ta-Nehisi Coates
• “The Underground Railroad” by Colson Whitehead
• “My Vanishing Country” by Bakari Sellers
• “We Were Eight Years in Power” by Ta-Nehisi Coates
• “Black Pain” by Terrie Williams
¢	����	/���	>���	��"�*	3�	��"��	����%��
• “Here I Stand” by Paul Robeson
• “The Warmth of Other Suns” by Isabel Wilkerson
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25 Books... continued from page 12
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The Masterpiece per-
formance was just that 
– according to a thrilled 
audience. “What an amaz-
ing recital tonight! I have 
watched you help develop 
my daughter into the pow-
erful dancer and model 
that she has blossomed 
into,” said one pleased par-
ent after the show.

Terri Shelmon and 
Modeling Instructor Shar-

lyn Rodela

Sorority... continued from page 20

APRIL 22 & 24, 2022FEBRUARY 11 & 13, 2022
LA TRAVIATABLUEIL TROVATORE

OCTOBER 8 & 10, 2021

TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE
TOLEDOOPERA.ORG  |  419-255-7464

OPERA IS BACK!
JOIN US FOR A FREE PERFORMANCE AT THE JUNETEENTH PARADE AND FESTIVAL! 

FREDERICK DOUGLASS CENTER  |   1001 INDIANA AVENUE  |   SATURDAY, JUNE 19TH AT 1 PM

21-year Toledo Public School educator. The chapter dean of pledges is Clara 
Brank and chapter president is Jacqueline Quinn.

“This has been an incredible experience. We as teachers have dealt with 
virtual and hybrid learning, and as a group focused on work life balance. We 
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natural, learning and supporting each other through this process and teach-
ing,” explained Capeles.

Immediately following the presentation and induction, the sorority mem-

Touch a Dream, now in its 13th year, is truly a family affair. The partners and 
co-owners are mother and daughter Terri and Tanisha Shelmon. The studio is 
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The Shelmon Group, LLC, concrete specialists.

Both mother and daughter have vast training and experience in a variety of 
dance styles.

Terri started in ballet as a child and continued in ballet through her college 
years, gradually expanding her repertoire into other forms, particularly tap.

Tanisha also started dancing at an early age and during her college years 
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dance team – the “Shockwave.” She eventually was selected to be part of the 
Detroit Pistons Dance Team, “Automation.” 
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a recreational portion, which is open to all comers, and a competitive group 
that prospective dancers audition for. About 35 dancers are in the competitive 
group.

Over the years Touch a Dream has introduced a variety of dance styles to 
its students and audiences – ballet, tap, hip hop, jazz and lyrical, says Tanisha.

Additionally, the studio has added a modeling class under the direction of 
model Sharlyn Rodela.

bers fellowshipped during dinner and presented the new members with gifts.
The National Sorority of Phi Delta Kappa, Inc. was founded in 1923 by 

eight young educators with high ideals for the teaching profession and want-
ed to form a sisterhood for African American teachers. The sorority is dedi-
cated to the task of training and mentoring youth of the community to cope 
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Youth, Education and Service, which is referred to as Y.E.S. The local chap-
ter of Beta Gamma Chapter was founded on May 23, 1952 and 12 members 
were initiated on May 24, 1952.

Dream’s Masterpiece... continued from page 20

Touch a Dream Instructor Brandon Allen and 
Tanisha Shelmon
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Hon. Myron Duhart

Judge Myron C. Duhart Sworn in as 
President of Toledo Bar Association  

Judge Myron C. Duhart was sworn in as 121st President of the Toledo 
Bar Association for the 2021-2022 membership year on Tuesday, June 8, 
2021. Judge Duhart is only the second person of color to serve as president 
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Duhart was elected to the 6th District Court of Appeals in 2020 after 
serving as a judge in the Lucas County Common Pleas Court - General 
Division for ten years. 
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W. Penn and was in private practice for many years in the areas of business 
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in 2018 and won a seat on the 6th District Court of Appeals in 2020.

.

Judge Duhart sworn in by Ohio Supreme 
Court Justice Melody Stewart
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CLASSIFIEDS     

PART-TIME TELLERS

Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union is seeking part time Tellers to join 
our team.  The ideal candidate will assist members by performing a va-
riety of teller responsibilities including - cash transactions, withdraw-
als, deposits, money orders and loan payments, and opening new ac-
counts. A successful candidate will be dependable, an approachable 
team player with a personable and professional demeanor, a desire to 
learn and driven to achieve outstanding results. Previous experience 
with a Credit Union is preferred. To apply, please email your resume to 
ZCollins@ToledoUrban.net<mailto:ZCollins@ToledoUrban.net> with 
the subject line PT Teller Applicant.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Lucas Metropolitan Housing (LMH), located in Toledo, Ohio is seek-
ing experienced applicants for the following position(s): Compliance 
Coordinator, Renovation Specialist and Manager of Procurement & 
Contracts. For complete details, visit https://www.lucasmha.org and 
click on Careers. Deadline: 06/27/21. This is a Section 3 covered po-
sition. HUD recipients are encouraged to apply and are to indicate on 
the application if you are a LMHA Public Housing client or Housing 
Choice Voucher Program participant. Persons with disabilities are en-
couraged to apply. NO PHONE CALLS. Equal employment opportunity 
shall be afforded to all qualified persons without regard to age, race, 
color, religion, religious creed, gender, military status, ancestry, dis-
ability, handicap, sexual orientation, genetic information or national 
origin.
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MORTGAGE LOAN ORIGINATOR

Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union is seeking an experienced Mort-
gage Loan Originator. The MLO performs all mortgage loan process-
ing activities including receiving, evaluating, and reviewing loan ap-
plications; obtaining and verifying necessary information; preparing 
documents for underwriting and closing review; and communicating 
loan status to all involved parties. A successful candidate will be 
dependable, an approachable team player with a personable and 
professional demeanor, a desire to learn and driven to achieve out-
standing results. Previous experience with a Credit Union is pre-
ferred. To apply, please email your resume to ZCollins@ToledoUr-
ban.net<mailto:ZCollins@ToledoUrban.net> with the subject line 
MLO Applicant.

.

SALES REP WANTED

Not just any sales rep! But a sales rep who recognizes a unique op-
portunity. An opportunity to represent two different media – print and 
��������	
��	������������������	�	�������������
���������	�����������-
���������������������	�����������	�����
�������������������	�	������-
portunity, call 419-243-0007

DIRECTOR OF GIVING

Metroparks Toledo is looking for a Director of Individual and Corporate 
Giving. Bachelor degree or equivalent level of work experience required. 
Moderate level of experience in development/fundraising/sales, donor 
engagement field, managing projects in these areas. Minimum of five 
years of experience. Full-time with benefits. Go to www.MetroparksTo-
ledo.com/careers to review job description and apply. EOE
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Open for 
   emergencies

OPEN FOR YOU
From heart attacks,  
to strokes, to breaks  
and sprains, we are open 
for immediate care.

utmc.utoledo.edu

UTMC 1587 Print_TheTruth_ChestPain_5x8.indd   1 2/12/21   1:13 PM

University of Toledo administrators, staff and faculty joined the family 
members of the late Dr. Donald Baker, MD, a distinguished alumnus, to dedi-
cate the Dr. Donald Baker Student Resource Room on Thursday, June 10. The 
ceremony was held at the entrance to the room – University Hall Room 2380.

“This is a continuation of a process that started on the heels of the George 
Floyd [incident] last year,” said Willie McKether, PhD, vice president of Di-
versity, Equity and Inclusion and the master of ceremonies for the dedication 
event. McKether noted that the room is part of a process that will “help our 
students develop and hone their social resources consciousness.”

The resource room is a result of a partnership between the university’s Cen-
ter for Racial Equity and Black Student Excellence and its Africana Studies 
Program. 

UToledo President Gregory Postel, PhD, also attended the ceremony and 
spoke of the two missions that the Student Resource Room will undertake.
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academic excellence.” The importance of the second mission, he said, is rooted 
in the “achievement gap” between black students and their classmates. It is a 
gap which closed dramatically during the 2020-21 academic year but still has 
a long way to go, said Postel.

The driving forces behind the creation of the Student Resource Room, a 
place for students to study and hang out between classes, are Tiffany Preston 
Whitman, PhD, director Student Success Initiatives, and Gentry Willis, ODI 
Program Manager.

Last week’s dedication was not just a university event, it was also a family 

Dr. Donald Baker Student Resource Room 
Opens at UT
By Fletcher Word

Sojourner’s Truth Editor

affair. Speaking of the impact of Dr. Baker on the university and community 
were his brother, Al Baker, who serves as the UToledo Board of Trustees chair-
man, and his son, Aaron Baker, who was on the UToledo staff for about a half 
dozen years. Both related stories and anecdotes highlighting Dr. Baker’s con-
cern for others.
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Dr. Baker, an orthopedic surgeon, was a standout football player at Scott 

High School and at UToledo, playing offense and defense from 1962 to 1942 
for the Rockets. After graduation he was a teacher at Scott and Macomber be-
fore enrolling at the former Medical College of Ohio.

After earning his medical degree, Dr. Baker opened a practice on Jefferson 
Avenue and would use his skills as an orthopedic surgeon as a team doctor for 
Scott and Macomber high schools and the Toledo Storm hockey team through 
the years.

Al Baker mentioned the Dorr Secor Walk-In Clinic that his brother opened 
in 1983 as a critically important community asset – a clinic that anyone could 
go to, said Al Baker.

The Center for Racial Equity focuses primarily on services and program-
ming for Black students to graduate and excel in their careers but is also inclu-
sive of all underrepresented minority students.
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LEARN MORE AT
OHIOVAXAMILLION.COMPROMOTION ENTRY 

RUNS 5/18-6/20.
WINNERS REVEALED EVERY 
WEDNESDAY 5/26-6/23.

1-833-4-ASK-ODH

ALL VACCINATED MINORS
BETWEEN 12-17 YEARS OLD

have a chance to win 
free college tuition, room, board, and books 

at an Ohio state college or university!

ALL VACCINATED ADULTS 18+ 
have a chance to win one million dollars!

OR, A FULL-RIDE SCHOLARSHIP
IF YOU’RE A MINOR.

SPONSORED BY THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

054096ohio21_MBE_VaxAmillion_10_25x15_5.indd   1 6/1/21   9:05 AM
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GET HELP.
GIVE HELP.

United Way 2-1-1 is a free, 

24 hour a day information 

and referral service, readily 

available to surround our 

community with support.

For immediate assistance:
DIAL 2-1-1 or 1-800-650-4357 

TEXT your zip code to 898-211

VISIT 211nwo.org 

Se habla Español.

United Way 
of Greater Toledo

The National Sorority of Phi Delta Kappa, Inc., Beta Gamma Chapter of 
Toledo, conducted the Krinon Initiation of The Golden Phoenix and wel-
comed four local educators into the sisterhood on June 12, 2021. 

“Today is the induction into our illustrious organization, we as educators 
take an oath to serve the community. Our sorority focuses on big things both 
locally and on a national level. We’re educators during the day and take our 
mark on society through our work,” shared Midwest Regional Director Tif-
fany M. Pritchett of Phi Delta Kappa Sorority, Inc.

The new members delivered a presentation that opened with self-intro-
ductions, reciting of the sorority’s national history, presentation of gifts to 
current sorority members, and update on a donation report to Achieve Acad-
emy’s closet which provides clothing for students in need.

The initiated members were: Laurel Capeles, McKinley STEMM Acad-
emy educator, Toledo Opera and church volunteer; Audrey Johnson, Achieve 
Career Preparatory Academy educator and Arts Commission volunteer; La-
vada Griswold-Smith, McTigue school educator, Freedom School director 
and member of Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc; and Feama Williams, a 

Sorority Inducts Four 
Local Educators
By Tricia Hall

Sojourner’s Truth Reporter

Phi Delta New Members

Phi Delta Kappa, Toledo Chapter

...continued on page 15

The Touch a Dream Studio presented their annual dance recital on Sun-
day, June 13 at the Stranahan Theatre aptly titled “Masterpiece.” And after a 
year’s absence from the live stage because of the pandemic, the instructors 
and dancers of Touch a Dream had much more time to prepare their master-
piece and they used it wisely.

Because of the lingering impact of the pandemic and the social distancing 
requirements in the Stranahan Theatre, the studio presented two shows on 
Sunday, at 2 and 6 p.m., rather than the usual one show. And both shows 
were sold out!

Touch a Dream’s 
Masterpiece
Sojourner’s Truth Staff

...continued on page 15


