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My experience as a state and federal prosecutor puts me in a unique position to authorita-
tively opine about the intersection between race and law enforcement.                                 
                             -  Marisa Darden 
 

On Race and Law Enforcement
By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, Ph.D.

The Truth Contributor
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If you are still a dues paying member of the “America Is Color Blind” 
club, the director of memberships will be calling you about an astro-
nomical hike in dues.

And if you can’t pay it or successfully fight the increase, your mem-
bership will be terminated and you will be asked to return your rose-
colored lens glasses.

After the recent national elections and especially in The State of Geor-
gia which went from red (GOP) to blue (Democratic), the Jim Crow 
crowd (now composed of GOP members) that populate the Georgia 
House and Senate went apoplectic when they lost both the presidency 
and both US Senate seats.

 So, following unwritten protocol and with a nod to their sordid ra-
cial history, The Jim Crow crowd called an emergency meeting and 
announced to the whole world that unless they bring this out of hand 
Black and Brown voting under control, they were in dire danger of los-
ing future elections.

The Jim Crow boys know that the power of the ballot box can make 
you or break you and by golly, they were not about to be broken by 
hordes of Black and Brown people flipping presidential chairs and US 
Senate seats.

If there is one thing Jim Crow learned when he was flying free in the 
wind since post slavery, it is that you cannot afford to have “others” 
who do not look like you, vote and vote as a block.

Jim Crow knows that if you have had to reluctantly give up the whip 
and the lynching tree (Ahhh…those were the good ‘ol days when black 
folks knew their place!) to intimidate the black vote, then you gotta 
update your stratagems … and what better place than the voting booth!

If you craft your argument and language exactly right, you can cir-
cumvent those pesky voting rights laws and so bedevil the black voter, 
that he or she will throw in the towel and trust good governance to the 
goodwill of white people.

 Jim Crow knows how to put on a show. Why, Jim Crow would argue 
with a straight face that what he is doing is for the good of the state and 
that his proposals will ensure the integrity of the ballot box.

 And you know what? Jim Crow and his best buds are winging it in 
over 40 other states that are also sponsoring hundreds of bills that affect 
voting rights.

All of these Jim Crow highflyers looked around the nation and saw 
that they were facing the same problem with their “colored” voters: up-
pity and willing to upset the political apple cart.

No matter that there were no findings of any significant voter fraud 
in the recent elections. No matter that over 60 court cases have been 
filed in the federal and state courts alleging voter irregularities and that 
all the judges in those courts ruled that the presented evidence had no 
merit.

No matter that in certain states, recounts were done and redone and 
with the same finding…no voter fraud!

So, what does a principled Jim Crow person do in those situations? 
Simple!: You lie and lie again and repeat the same lie over and over and 
when you are called upon to prove it, you say, “Why, everybody knows 
it!”

Jim Crow’s America is making no pretense of their intentions to thwart 
the power of the Black and Brown voter.

Jim Crow Still Flying High
By Lafe Tolliver, Esq

I am surprised that Jim Crow has not simply come out and stated to 
the world that people of color in America are still second-class citizens 
when it comes to full-fledged citizenship.

Jim Crow’s best bud, former president Donald Trump, worked up a 
fever pitch lying to America about voter fraud and his political hacks 
and goons reiterated the same slimy lies, and it worked!

White America is in a tizzy about garroting the black vote but they 
must do it in very circumspect terms or they run the risk of engaging in 
racist behavior (Yes, it is racist behavior!) and stand to lose some white 
liberals and moderates as their allies.

Instead of accepting the recent election results as the will of the peo-
ple (remember: in the US Constitution, Blacks were regarded as three-
fifths of a person!), the Jim Crow element wants a return to an America 
where they do not have to always worry about Black and Brown people 
out voting them; and thus getting access to what they have exclusively 
enjoyed for hundreds of years – privilege, power and the perks of full 
citizenship.

So, if you forgot everything about America’s sordid racial history and 
its pathetic protection of the voting rights of its fellow citizens, remem-
ber this: Jim Crow is alive and well and will be soon visiting a polling 
booth near you.

Contact Lafe Tolliver at tolliver@juno.com
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John E. Warren

Working Together, the Lead-Safe Ordinance 
Will Saves Lives
By Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz

Guest Column

565>���	�%���������
����������	�������������������������������������$�-
ledoans to keep our city’s upward trajectory on the right course. In the three 
����	�%������0/{1"3>)��!����!�������������;�����������$�������������������
����������������������,���#��������������3	�;��������	�|����
��
����2�	��
������������������%�����������5656}7�
��
���������������%�	��������������
�������!����	�������������������2�%	��������������~��#����1���	����	7�����
����+		����������������0���������	����+���������	���%������	��	���������3
��	��	�����
�������	���������2�%���������������������� 

��������#��	�������������	�������������	������������	��	������ �1�
��-
��		���$�������	������	��	���������������������������������	 �!������������3
�������������%�������	�����
������	��##�����#��������#��������������������������
���	���������������%����	�#��	������=����A����������	����/���%���56��5656��

����������##��,�������=���3!����/��������9���#��������������������	�����
���������������#��	������������������������	���	��,������%��������%������	 

/������������	��	����	��	��#	�
�����������������������		�����������	���������
#��	�������	���������	�������
������������������������������	�	����#�	�	������

����� ����#	� ���� #������������ 	�	��#��%��� ��� �&#�	��� �$��� ��2������ ��� ����
���	����	�����
�	�%�����%������>)�@������������������������������� �������
�
����� �����#��	�����������	���������:������� ������	�����	������� ������������
#�,����� ��,��� ���� ��� 	����3	����� ������� #��#�����	�� ���� ��� ��	#��#������������
������	���������������	�����������������,��������������������%������	�������:-
�����������%���������	��,�	�������������	������������
������������������	�����
��������#����	������,� 

+�������� ������ ���� ���������� �������	� �%���� ����	� 
���� ���##���� #������
��������������������&#�	����������3���������������	��#�����������������������
	������	�	�����	�����	�����
����
	�
������������
���������	���������������
�����������3��3������%���,���	 ����������
������������������������	�&�����
������	��	�	��#��%�����������#��	�����
	���%����������������	 

$���0"0�����	�������B���������%�	��
������#�����������������	����#��,����
������&#�	�������������	��#����C�����������������	�����������������������������
	�
%����������	�B	��� C�$��	��	�
�����
����������#��������#�����	�$�������	��������

���������������	���������
toxins that target our 
children.

���2����� 8�������
	�
	�����������������������
#��,������� �	� 
����� ��
#����� ��� ����� �	� ���-
onstrated well in the 
#��,������� ��� ����� #��-
soning, which has an 
�	�������� ������� ��� ��-
,�	����������>������55>�
#����������	#������������#�������;����������� �$��������	�����,��������������
�������	�	����������%���������������#	��������������	�������������	����������
��	��%������������������#��	��� �/�����������#����		��������	�	������������������
�	��������������,�����	��������������	��������������	�������	��������#��%��� 

�������������������������$�����3=���	�0������4������"�#����������������
/����"�#�����������4������������ �����E66���������� ��	���������!�#���%���
56>)� ���!�#���%���5656��������,�����%����� ����� ��,��	 �/���� �����������-
��������	�&� ���B����3��	�C�;�#�����	�����������������%����	�������/���������
��������	��
������,��	��������%�,��'���D�=�������#����� �4������	����$������
����������������	�������������	�����#�����������������������������#��	������
�,����������������������,��%����#��,����� 

1����
�$�������	����������#��	�������������#��#���	�����	�� �$����������
��
���� ���	�� ��&�����������	���������� ��������� �������	������������ �������,�����
������������#�	� �$���#��,����%���#��	���������$��������	�����	���	����� ���-
����������
�=���3!�������������$������0����0���������������	������#�������
�������������/���%���5656����#����������������	����	��#�#�������	������������9�
���	�� ��	������ ���>3E3����� �������#��#�����	�%�����%������>)�@ �/,��� ������&��
�,������	��#��#������
���	�
�����������������	��#	���������		������������;���	�
�������������	����������������������	#���������#���������,�	�����		�		���������
��	�3
�#�������	�	�����������,����=���3!����0�������������������$�����3=���	�
0������4������"�#������� 

1��#�		��������=���3!����/����������
����,��������������	����������������
������	������
���������������������	�:�����	���������#��	�������	�����������������
$�������	 

+	�1
,��	����%�������	����		���������	������%����������	 ������	���������
�
���������	������������������������	�� �������%�����#��������%�������7� ���
����
����	�����
������	�#��������%������
�����������,���%�����
��	����������������
���%��%��� �A	#��������������������������������
����	���������	��	�������������
������	���
�
������#��,������������&#�����������$����������������������	������
������		������������� ����������� ������������� 	���		��	���� ��
3�����������
���������#�#�������	��������,�������#��#�����%����������������������%�����������
������������#��,����������������� �

1����
�$�������	�
����
���������������
�����������
��	����		������	�������

��#��,�������������������
��������	���#�������� �������������������������-
����������������������	��������BA�������������������������C����$�����=���-
!��� ��� 



Page 5March 17, 2021 ��������	
��
�
��
	��

HOPE Toledo Promise Announces Jesup W. 
Scott High School Scholarship Expansion
Special to The Truth 

John Jones

  Students in the 2021 graduating class at Jesup W. Scott High School will 
have an opportunity to apply for a scholarship from HOPE Toledo, under the 
Hope Toledo Promise program. This scholarship will fund their post-second-
ary education, community college, university or trade school and will include 
funding for tuition, room and board, books and fees. The offer is also being 
extended to one parent or guardian of the student. The program also includes 
assignment of a HOPE Toledo Promise mentor to each family.

 “Toledo Promise is thrilled to support the graduating Class of 2021,” said 
Rev. John C. Jones, HOPE Toledo President. “We know the future is bright and 
we have HOPE for these graduates as that future unfolds, as well as for ALL of 
our young people across the Toledo region.”

“This is a big deal,” said Toledo Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz. “This can 
transform generations. Another year of students at Scott High School will have 
the opportunity.”

 Noting that only 17 percent of Toledo have educational attainment beyond 
high school, a statistic that places the city well below the national average, the 
mayor said: “We can do better than that” and with the HOPE Toledo program, 
he added, “another generation has hope.”

 HOPE Toledo Promise is designed to remove barriers to affordability, while 
also serving as a vehicle to advance economic and workforce development op-
portunities. The program is modeled after H.O.P.E. Scott Promise, founded by 
Pete Kadens and The Kadens Family Foundation. Kadens’ idea for H.O.P.E., 
which stands for Helping Our Population Educate, arose from his desire to see 
all students, regardless of background, receive equitable access to quality edu-
cation. He believes that education is the pathway out of systemic and genera-
tional poverty and leads to economic stability for communities and families.

/����������5)��5656��~����	���	���������������	������	�����#�����	����!�����
High School, that The Kadens Family Foundation in partnership with the Pro-
Medica Foundation would help the Class of 2020 pursue post-secondary edu-
cation. He also extended the offer to one parent or guardian.

�/,�����������	�����������	�������������	�#��������4 / � A����
�����4/�A�$�-
ledo Promise led by HOPE Toledo President Rev. John C. Jones, has touched 
more than 80 families from the Scott High School community. Currently, there 
are 66 Scholars who enrolled in the fall semester (2020)- 61 graduates of Scott 
�����,��#�����	����!�������������	 �$���������������,������������������	#�����
or will enroll in the fall of 2021. These numbers alone represent an increase in 
the post-secondary enrollment rate, from previous graduating classes, by over 
80 percent.

HOPE Toledo Promise is funded in partnership with the ProMedica Ebeid 
Neighborhood Promise, The Kadens Family Foundation, and community and 
corporate donors. The program is unique in its broad support from commu-
nity partners. Partners include: Toledo Public Schools, Bowling Green State 
University, The University of Toledo, Eastern Michigan University, Lourdes 
University, Owens Community College, The Ohio State University, Pro-
Medica, Toledo Academy of Beauty and Culture, Central State University, 
Hocking College, Mercy College of Ohio, Pathway 4 Successful Leadership, 

ProMedica Financial Opportunity Center, 
Wright State University, College Promise 
Campaign, Paul Mitchell, Terra State Com-
munity College and Jesup Wakeman Scott 
High School.

“We are proud to have helped seed and 
launch HOPE Toledo, and thrilled to see 
the continued expansion of the scholarship 
and program,” said Kate Sommerfeld, Pro-
Medica’s president of the Social Determi-
nants of Health Institute. “This expanded 
resource will continue to be a game chang-
er for so many individuals and families.”

HOPE Toledo is aggressively seeking funding to support this program and 
future scholarships. As funding for the HOPE Toledo Promise program in-
creases, it is the goal of the organization to expand opportunities to other 
schools and students.

During the initial stages of HOPE Toledo’s development, the ProMedica 
8������������	�����������	��,���	��������3���3#����
	��������	��������� �$���
ProMedica Foundation is a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization. All donations to 
the HOPE Toledo initiative through the ProMedica Foundation are tax-deduct-
ible to the extent allowed by law.

 HOPE Toledo is a 501(c) 3 organization and encompasses HOPE Toledo 
Pre-K and HOPE Toledo Promise. The mission of HOPE Toledo is to work 
with the Toledo community to support and ensure high-quality educational 
experiences for all of our youth, from preschool to post-secondary and trade 
school, with the goal of helping to create generational economic change for the 
betterment of our families and our community. Currently, 36% of the people in 
the TPS district are living below the poverty line and more than 80% of kids in 
Toledo enter kindergarten without the skills needed to learn.

This cradle to career to community approach will better serve our children 
and, in the long run, help our city progress towards a stronger, more educated 
workforce. To that end, HOPE Toledo is working with the Toledo community, 
through public/private partnerships and in tandem with Toledo Public Schools 
and Washington Local Schools, to develop a plan to deliver high-quality edu-
cational experiences for all of our youth. For more information or to donate, 
visit hope-toledo.org.
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local and state crimes.  Prosecutors and their assistants in urban centers often 
�����,��
������������#�������������,��
����������
�����������������,�����
the communities in which they serve.

Some of the most impactful reforms should occur at this level, since pros-
ecutors have almost sole discretion in deciding which cases are prosecuted, 
and evaluating the legal veracity of the cases police bring them.  Community 
leaders should be asking their prosecutors to make changes, and hold them 
accountable come election season.

It seems obvious, but prosecutors should be actively working to diversify 
their staff, and consider establishing early relationships with diverse law stu-
����	�������������%�����	������#��	���������������������������	#���������������
diverse voices in a very white, male-dominated profession.  Local prosecu-
tors should be participating in diverse law job fairs, and actively identifying 
good talent in other city law departments.  Communities should consider en-
������������,��	�����������	������������#��	������ ��/������������	��#�����	�
should be intentionally diverse to encourage varied experience and thought.

When questions regarding police misconduct arise, district attorneys pre-
senting those cases to a grand jury is not the best way to ensure an objective 
presentation of the facts, and state and federal law has created an incredibly 
���������%�����3��3#�����	���������������,������	 �����	������	�	��������,��
a cogent and public plan for how to deal with these issues.  Given the close, 
necessary, working relationship local law enforcement has with its prosecu-
tors, they should pledge to bring in a neutral entity to investigate all police-
involved death cases, make charging recommendations, and act as a neutral 
third party in any investigation.

This is a simple change that would still empower local prosecutors to make 
������������������������������	���	��%��������������������		��������	#�������
and accountability throughout the process.  This strategic partnership could 
be with a neighboring county prosecutor with similar demographics, a state 
����������������
	���������������"/���������	��%����������	��������������������
0�,��������	�"�,�	��������������������
�� 

Prosecutors should also be required to engage with the community.  As a 
county prosecutor, I was necessarily focused on my heavy caseload; we were 
rarely encouraged to professionally engage with constituents outside the of-
��� ����������������������	�������,���	����������	�������������������%��-
hoods we served.

Prosecutors should consider, among other ideas, hosting public town halls 
and forums, and requiring everyone, not just leadership, to participate; pro-
moting staff community service projects; and requiring prosecutors to give 
presentations in schools about the risk of criminal activity and sentencing 
consequences.  Prosecutors must be incentivized to become partners in solu-
����	�����&����	�	������#��%���	��������������������������<�	�����	�����������
quality education and resources, concentrations of poverty, and scarce fresh 
�������	�����	�<���������������;��������#������	��#	��%�����	���	����������%-
iting other leadership positions in the community.

Find a Way to Include Law Enforcement at the Negotiating Table
Some of the reforms currently being debated intimate that lawmakers did 

not consult on-the-ground law enforcement before suggesting them, or at 
least did not consider how the consequences of those reforms would make 
���������������	����#������������������������	������	�	����#�		�%�� 

8����&��#����������	�����������������+������5656���>�������������%�����-
���		������"�������	��	���	����%��������	�����B��3������	������
������	 C�
�5��+���3������
������� �	���	������
��������������;����#��������������� ����
#����	�	����%��	��������
���������	�����������������������������	��,�	��	�
police.  Typically, this request must be accompanied by some legitimate rea-
	�������������������������������	�	����#������	������� ��$�����	�����������������
+���	#����������	���	����%�����3�����������
������	������������������,��������
conditions federal law enforcement funding for state and local governments 
on the condition that those departments similarly ban the practice.

This provision was no doubt included in the response to the tragic shooting 
�����������$����� 

1������������%��	��������=���	,������~���������#��������#���������##�����
for, received and executed a no-knock warrant at Taylor’s home based upon 
the belief that drugs were being sold (by others).  Police maintain that they 
announced themselves, then used a battering ram to knock down the door.  
�#����������������������	�������	��������������	��������������������������
killing Taylor.

Taylor’s boyfriend disputes the police’s recounting of events, and her fam-
ily suggested that the main target of the investigation was in custody at the 
time the search was executed.  Police entered Taylor’s home after midnight.  
Usually, entry into any premises at that hour requires additional probable 
���	�������	���	�#��������:��	���������2�������	��	#�����������������;���	���-
lar to the no-knock provision.

This case remains under investigation, and is precisely the kind of case that 


�����%���������������#������������3#�������,��
��������������2���	��������
%������#��	������	�����������
�������������	�
������������������#�%��� ���
Taylor’s death.

$������������������	��������������	����������%��������#���	����	����������&-
tremely important tool in combating crime.  Lawmakers should have ample 
opportunity to explain the mechanics of these provisions before Congress 
outright bans them.  The no-knock authority must be authorized by a judge, 
and is usually approved by at least one prosecutor before it is issued, to en-
sure the request is necessary and tailored to the facts.

Also, no-knocks are a vital tool in protecting evidence and solving crimes.  
!�	#���	������������#�� �����	�����������������	��#����	��������	����������
������%����
����������������#������#��	���� ���������#������������������
	�
���������B�������	�	C�����
����
��	��%��������	 ������������������	����������-
ing themselves before entering a premises that may include vulnerable vic-
tims or others who could be harmed before law enforcement can intervene.

�����,��������������
��������������������,�	��������	�����������������3��3
���3������������	�	����������������,�� ����������������������	�	�������,�	�����-
ed over a series of months or years; facts are corroborated and painstakingly 
double-checked, and warrants often undergo several layers of supervisory 
approval long before they are presented to a judge.

This is in contrast to local and state police departments, which often lack 
the resources, time and manpower to implement such strict controls, which 
make it more likely that mistakes might occur.  Reforms in smaller police 
departments are not the same changes that are right for federal police or big, 
urban departments.  These nuanced discussions are missed when relevant 
stakeholders are not included in the debate surrounding reforms.

Though some departments, police unions and other law enforcement lead-
ers have resisted acknowledging that reform is crucial, I cannot stress enough 
that police are not monolith.  Lawmakers should be looking for the helpers.

Several chiefs of large city departments have publicly agreed to examine 
their own police department training and protocols on excessive force, in-
herent biases and other areas to make recommendations for change.  The 
.���������������������+		��������������8���������/��������������������������
organizations are also calling for change, publicly stating that they are open 
to reform and engaging in dialogue.  Several departments are currently under 
�������	��#�������������"/���������,�������	����������	�����	�������������
changes recommended by reformers who could speak to best practices.

These incredibly hard decisions and policy discussions feel inherently per-
sonal and urgent.  We cannot make systemic change on a whim, without 
thinking critically and deliberately, and engaging stakeholders at every level.  
�������8�����������������$��������	��,��%��������������� 
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Contact Rev. Donald Perryman, PhD, at drdlperryman@centerofhopebap-
tist.org)

Perryman... continued from page 2

of this disputed fact, Walker, who was licensed to carry a firearm, fired 
a shot at those he assumed to be intruders and wounded an officer. 
$���#������ ������*5� �����	� ����� ���� �#�������� ��� ������&�������������
����������	�����	�<���������$������
������,�����	�&������	������������� �
Walker was not hit.

$���������	�����������������#������������	�
������,�	��������������������-
ly dismissed from the force. Although the City of Louisville would settle 
a civil suit with Taylor’s family, represented by Crump, in the amount of 
�>5���������<�����#�������������,�	��������4�����	������	���������	�����
����	�0�	���,���
���������������������������� �$���~��������+��������
���������"������0��������������������#��		�������	������	���������������
����� �4�����	���
�	������������������������	����
�������������������
because his shots penetrated a neighboring apartment.

In Louisville on Saturday, Taylor family members were joined by 
������� ���%��	� ��� ������ ������� ,�����	� ��� #������ 	�������	� <� ����%�
���������~���	������	���	��7�"���������$����	����4��	�����$�&�	�
����!������������	�����{����2���0��������� 

B1�#���������������� 2���� ���	� �����������C� 	����0���#����������	� ��-
���		�����������
� �B���������������
�������	�#��������	��	���,���	�����
force because it’s killing our people.

B1�
	�������������#��#�� C

Protests... continued from page 16
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...continued on page 11

Former Mayor Carty Finkbeiner

Councilwoman Cecelia Adams Crafts Plan 
to Redesign Toledo Parks
By Fletcher Word

Sojourner’s Truth Editor

* Savings amounts are averages based on information from The Hartford’s AARP Auto Insurance Program customers who became new auto insurance policyholders between 1/1/18 and 12/31/18 and provided data regarding their savings and 
prior carrier. Your savings may vary.

** Based on customer experience reviews shared online at www.thehartford.com/aarp as of April 2019. 

*** The gift offer is good for first time responders who provide a valid email address. Responders will be sent an email to confirm the gift. All responders in IA, IL, MA and RI who do not provide an email address are still eligible to receive the 
gift The gift offer is not available in GA, ND, NM or PA, but residents may still request a quote. The gift is available only as a limited time offer. Please allow 4-7 weeks for delivery. Bottle not included.

† If you are age 50 or older, once you’re insured through this Program for ait least 60 days, you cannot be refused renewal as long as applicable premiums are paid when due. Also, you and other customary drivers of your vehicles must retain 
valid licenses, remain physically and mentally capable of operating an automobile (not applicable in MA), have no convictions for driving while intoxicated and must not have obtained your policy through material misrepresentation. Benefit currently 
not available in HI, MI, NH, NC and TX.

§§ Limitations apply.            

AARP and its affliates are not insurers. Paid endorsement. The Hartford pays royalty fees to AARP for the use of its intellectual property. These fees are used for the general purposes of AARP. AARP membership is required for Program eligibility in most states. 

The AARP Automobile Insurance Program from The Hartford is underwritten by Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its affliates, One Hartford Plaza, Hartford, CT 06155. It is underwritten in CA by Hartford Underwriters Insurance Company; in WA, by 
Hartford Casualty Insurance Company; in MN, by Sentinel Insurance Company; and in MA, MI and PA, by Trumbull Insurance Company. Specific features, credits, and discounts may vary and may not be available in all states in accordance with state 
filings and applicable law. Applicants are individually underwritten and some may not qualify. The program is currently unavailable in Canada and U.S. Territories or possessions. 
1In Texas, the Auto Program is underwritten by Southern County Mutual Insurance Company, through Hartford Fire General Agency. Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its affiliates are not financially responsible for insurance 
products underwritten and issued by Southern County Mutual Insurance Company.                                                                                                                                                                                                            006131
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Saving is easy! With this policy, experienced 
drivers who switch save an average of $449*  
in the first year alone — and they get all the  
benefits and privileges you’d expect with 
the AARP Auto Insurance Program from  
The Hartford. Your own savings could actually 
be greater. 
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� Lock in your rate for a full 12 months 
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of customers recommend 
The Hartford**96%
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Over the past several months, Toledo City Councilwoman Cecelia Adams, 
PhD, has led an effort to craft a plan to redesign the Toledo City Parks Sys-
tem in order “to prioritiz[e] parks, recreation, youth services and educational 
engagement for the health, safety and well-being of all Toledo residents,” 
according to the executive summary of the report.

The report, entitled “Creating a City of CHOICE,” was released to the 
public this week during a press conference at Walbridge Park and recom-
mends the creation of a Department of Parks, Recreation, Youth Services & 
Educational Engagement.

The report, compiled by the Adams-led committee, was approved by a su-
per majority on City Council – 9-3 – recently, but was vetoed by Mayor 
Wade Kapszukiewicz because he was informed by the Law Director that 
City Council could not restructure or create such a department, said former 
Mayor Carty Finkbeiner who is leading the charge to shed life on the coun-
cilwoman’s work.

“We have done nothing like this for our young people,” said Finkbeiner 
this Monday as he opened the press conference. “We have a growing culture 
of too much gun violence and growing harm to people in our community by 
young men who really haven’t had mentors, leaders, encouragers. One of the 
opportunities is to create an environment in 130 plus city parks for young 
men and women as well as their parents and grandparents.”

“There are areas of weakness in the City of Toledo that have not become 
priorities and because they have not become priorities, we have the situation 
we have now in our parks, with respect to recreation, with respect to services, 
with respects to educational engagement,” said Adams introducing the new 
parks plan.

The report incorporates previous analyses by groups such as the Parks and 
Recreation Vision Master Plan, commissioned by the City in 2013, and the 
Recreation Task Force, formed by Kapszukiewicz in 2018 after he took of-
��� 

The current Adams’ report reviews the issues that the city parks and youth-
oriented divisions have faced over the last few years since decreased funding 
has forced the downsizing of activities.  The funding for parks and recreation 
has declined from over $6 million in 2001 to approximately $3.3 million 

Rev. Willie Perryman

Councilwoman Cecelia Adams
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Van Adams gets his shot
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By Fletcher Word

Sojourner’s Truth Editor

Three hundred adults received their second Moderna vaccination on March 
>6�������	���������+����/��������+�������������+����.������������� 
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You have homeownership #goals.      But you also have financial #reality.

Big City? Small town? Somewhere in-between? The Ohio Housing Finance 

Agency helps you buy a home when and where you want . OHFA provides 

down payment and closing costs assistance for eligible f irst-time 

homebuyers, recent college grads, nurses, teachers, veterans and more.  

Find out if you qualify at myohiohome.org. 

Homeownership. Ready When You Are. 

MYOHIOHOME .ORG
OHIO HOUSING FINANCE AGENCY

Find out if you’re eligible at www.myohiohome.org.

Frederick Reid gets his shot
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Ruth and Michael Ashford receiving vaccines at Health Partners
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Dr. Traci Watkins

... continued on page 13

The Most Recent COVID-19 Vaccine Information
By Traci Watkins, MD, ProMedica Physicians Family Medicine

Special to The Truth

This week marks one year since COVID-19 made its way to Ohio and 
changed our lives forever. We have learned so much, both in the medical com-
munity and in the general public, about how to protect ourselves from this 
rampant virus. 

For the past year, the best defense strategies we had were wearing a mask, 
keeping a six-foot distance from others, and practicing excellent hand hygiene. 
Now, we have three different vaccines that are being widely distributed to add 
to our defense strategies. 

As of Thursday, March 11, 2021, 80,270 Lucas County residents had at least 
	�����������,�����������#����		 �+������������	����������������������	��
������
expect the supply to continue to increase.  Furthermore, President Biden re-
cently stated that all American adults should be eligible to receive the CO-
VID-19 vaccine by May.  

Currently, these are some of the most frequently asked questions:
Do I get to pick which COVID-19 vaccine I receive?
The short answer is that you should accept anyCOVID-19 vaccine available 

to you. 
The three vaccines available are all 100 percent effective in preventing se-

,������	��	�����	#�����;�����	����������� �$�����������������;���,������	�����
mRNA (messenger RNA) vaccines, which give our cells instructions on how 
to make a harmless protein that is unique to the virus. The Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine is a viral vector vaccine which generates a response in our cells to 
produce the same harmless protein. 

$�����;���������������,������	���:������
��	���	�	#��������������������
weeks apart, respectively. The Johnson & Johnson requires a single dose.

Regardless of which vaccine you receive, you can trust that they all work to 
����������%����	����%���������%����	������
���������%�����
�������������,���	�
that causes COVID-19 if we are exposed in the future.

What are  potential side effects to the vaccines?
The COVID-19 vaccines can cause short-term reactions (such as headache, 

muscle pains, fatigue, chills, fever and pain at the injection site) in some peo-

Prioritizing innovations, smart 
policies and pandemic recovery...

that’s energy leadership!

To learn more about how energy helps your 
community, visit CommunityEnergyCenter.org

The Community Energy Center, a cooperative with the National Newspaper Publishers Association and National Association of Hispanic Publications 
Media, will provide information and perspectives on the integral role of the energy sector in daily life for American families in a wide range of communities.

COMMUNITY
ENERGY CENTER

ple. This is the result of your body developing 
immunity.  When you receive the second dose 
of the vaccine, these reactions may be more pro-
nounced, but are not considered abnormal. .

1�������&#��������������������������������	����	��
of the vaccine, it is very important that you still 
receive the second dose, as directed, for the vac-
cine to be effective. This does not mean that the 
vaccine has given you COVID-19. Rather, this 
means that the vaccine is causing your body’s 
immune system to react and create antibodies to 

�������������,���	 �$��	�����	�����,��������	���������	�2�% 
Will I still need to wear a mask after I receive the vaccine?
Wearing a mask will still be required in public places, such as healthcare set-

tings and grocery stores. Even after you receive your vaccine, others around 
you may not have received it. We know the vaccine helps protect  vaccinated 
peolpe against COVID-19. However, it may still  be possible for  vaccinated 
people to transmit the disease to others. Therefore, wearing a mask, social dis-
tancing, and practicing proper hand hygiene protects those who have not been 
vaccinated, especiallythose who are at high risk for developing severe illness.

What are the new recommendations from the CDC regarding people 
who are fully vaccinated?

On Monday, March 8, the CDC  recommended that fully vaccinated people 
continue to take COVID-19 precautions when in public, visiting with unvacci-
nated people from multiple other households, and around unvaccinated people 
who are at high risk of getting severely ill from COVID-19. The CDC consid-
ers an individual to be fully vaccinated two weeks after receiving the second 
��	�����������;���������������,������	������
��
���	�����������	��������	�����
the Johnson & Johnson vaccine. However, there are new guidelines for those 
who are considered  fully vaccinated. Fully vaccinated people may:
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...continued on page 11

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help cover the 
services you’re most likely to use —

Dental Insurance

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive 
Benefi ts Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. 
Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is 
not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-4433 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate 
C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: 
P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.
6154-0120

X-rays CrownsCleanings Fillings Dentures

1-844-334-8627
dental50plus.com/truth

Preventive care starts right away

Helps cover over 350 services

Go to any dentist you want – but save more 
with one in our network

No deductible, no annual maximum

to verify the taxpayer’s identity.
The IP PIN is valid for one year. Each January, a 

newly generated IP PIN must be obtained.
+���#���������&#�����|��	������	���������������}��

	��������� ��&#����� |��	���� 	������ ��� ���� ������}��
or dependent may obtain an IP PIN if they can pass 
�������������#���������:��������	 �$���1�!��		����
E '� �������� 1�� �1.	� ���� ���� 5656� ������ 	��	���� ���� 1�� �1.	� ��,�� %���� ��
highly effective safeguard that prevents fraud from recurring.

How do I get an IP PIN?
If you wish to opt in to the IP PIN program, use the online Get An IP PIN 

������������1�! ��,�
�%	��� �1�����������������������,����������������1�! 
gov, you must register to validate your identity.  

$�� ��	���� 	��������� ���� 1�!� �����;�	� �� �
�3������� ���������������#����		��
where it sends a temporary code to the taxpayer’s mobile phone or email 
������� �$���1�!�
������	���	�������##������� ���#��,����#��	����� �������3
tion such as a credit card number or loan number, to validate the taxpayer’s 
identity.

If you cannot validate your identity through the Get an IP PIN tool, there 
�������������,�	 �/������������,������	���������������������	�������8����>'55���
+##��������� ���� ��� 1����������������������	����� 1�������������.��%�� �$��
apply this way, you must have:

¢�+�,�����!!.����1$1.7
¢�+����2�	�������		�������������5�666������		7����
• Access to a telephone.
$���1�!�
�����	�� ���� ����#��������%���#��,�������� ����8����>'55�� ���

����������,����������������������������		�����������1���1.�����������&��������
	��	�� �|8���	�����������	��	������1���1.��������%���	�������������������������
	��	�� �����
���������,�������1���1.�,�������� ! ���	����!��,���������������3
��
������������������:���1���1.����������������	 }

$���$�&#�����+�,������������ �	����#��	��������,��3�����������;���,��3
������	����������
���	�����������#��	������������	������" 0 ������������������
��������������������%���|����;��	���,�����
����������������%�	���		��%����} �
$+���	���8�������+�,�	����0���������
��	����		�����	������	���������&#��3
��	�������������&#����	
��		��	����������	����	����	�������#��,��������1�!�
service and customer satisfaction.

A,���������	�	������������	����%������&�	���������1�! �����	�����������3
ment to give us your suggestions for TAP to consider by contacting one of 
the following:

TAP Ohio member: tapohioandreaprice@gmail.com
0����$���3�������9>3@@@3)>53>55�
Website: www.improveirs.org 
National Taxpayer Advocate, Erin Collins, issued tips on how to pro-

tect your tax identity.
$�&3�������� ��������� ������ �����	� 
���� 	������� 	����	� ����� #��	����� ��3

��������������������������!������!�����������%���|!!.}��������������������
��&������������������������������������ �1����������������5656������1�!�	�	3
#������( )�����������&�������	����	�	#����������������������� �1���������&��������
�	�������#��������	�	#�����������������1�!�
�����������		�����������������������
���������	�������������������,�������	���������������� �!���
����������&#����	�
do to protect themselves and prevent delays with refunds?

What is an IP PIN and why should I get one?
+��1���1.��	������:���	�&3���������%��������#��,���	�	���������	���������3

��������&���������	���������!!.����1���,������$�&#�����1�������������.��3
%���|1$1.} �$���1���1.��	����
����������������������1�!��������#	�,������
��������������
�������������������������������#�#�����&������� �/��������1�!�
�		���	����1���1.��������&#���������
������������#������3�������&��������
�������
this IP PIN and paper return processing will be delayed by a manual review 

Taxpayer Advocacy Panel (TAP)   
Want to improve the IRS? SPEAK UP 
By Andrea Price, TAP member representing Ohio

Guest Column

Guaranteed, modified whole life coverage 
from Physicians Life Insurance Company 
that’s affordable and easy to get.

Final Expenses
Check this off your to-do list!

Call for a FREE Information Kit.

1-855-961-2209
>> www.life55plus.info/truth

• Guaranteed acceptance for ages 45 to 85*
• No medical exam! No health questions!
• Lock in your rate for life

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies. Benefits 
reduced first two years. Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN). 
6238
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Derick Gant

...continued on page 13

What are BITCOIN and CRYPTOCURRENCY?
By Derick Gant

Guest Column

Welcome to your lesson on the new money game: 
cryptocurrencies. Everyone reading this needs 
money to buy food, shelter, and personal needs. 
How you buy these things and who is watching you 
buy them is the foundation of the creation of cryp-
tocurrencies (digital money). 

Like it or not, fewer people are using coins and 
dollars. Millions of people are using debit and cred-
it cards for essential daily purchases. In America, 
we are moving towards a cashless society. A mere 
5(�#���������������������������	������	����56>@�
����
completed with cash. We are not alone. Even global 
powers such as China have districts that only ac-
cept mobile phone digital payments. The move-
ment to digital is real. 

In America, this means that companies like Ven-
mo, Apple Pay, and Cash app are gaining a lot of 
ground. As these companies process our needs and 
wants, they track the transactions and the person. 

Companies are aware of what you buy when you 
buy it, and how often you get it. This information 
is gold to any company looking to sell their wares. 
����������	�&��	#���������%��	����#����#����	���-
ure out how to sell you more and more new things. 
/��� ��� ���� ����� %�����	� ��� ���#����������� �	� ��
money system is its secrecy. 

Digital money in a crypto form is hidden from 
prying eyes. The transactions are done in a block-
chain, and that block is private. We will discuss 
blockchain in the future but know that it is the real 
long-term investment play. 

As of now, no global governments or borders 
control or tax cryptocurrencies. Of course, missing 
out on collecting taxes is an issue, given that taxa-
tion is how governments work. The cryptocurrency 
secrecy prevents taxation as well as unifying pric-

ing and value across regular currency exchanges. 
Because of the secrecy, users began to use cryp-

tocurrencies like Bitcoin to make illegal purchases 
such as paying for drugs or sex online. These activi-
ties, of course, mostly take place on the dark web. 
When doing business in the dark behind closed 
doors, bad things will likely happen because of pri-
vate means. 

Once people began to make more transactions in 
the dark, they began to use more Bitcoin, and the 
����� ����� ����� ��� #����	�� ���� ����� �������� �����
could get. The dark web transactions are one factor 
as to how prices were able to remain low but stable. 
Once a currency or investment is durable, it can be-
gin to gain ground and become more mainstream. 

��������� ���� ��	�� ���#������������ 
�	� �������� ���
566) ����56>>���	�����������
�	�
������>�������	��
����*5�%������ �������������	��	�������
��	�����������
������	����%������
������5�%��.�,��%���56>> �+	�
���565>�������������,���E666��������������#��������-
cies, and the three most popular are Bitcoin (BTC), 
Litecoin (LTC), and Ethereum (ETH). 

1���	��
������%����������������������
����������
frontier over four years ago. Since that time, a single 
����
	�#�������	� ������	��� ������>'�666� |56>�}� ���
�E'�666�|8�%�565>} �$�����	���566�#������������������
����,���������'6�#��������������#������� �

The demand for Bitcoin and crypto has turned 
what was meant to exchange goods and services into 
a speculative investment. There is no real intrinsic 
value backing up the currency like a precious metal 
or physical commodities such as grains, water, or 
#����%�����	 �8��� ���	� ���	���� ��� �	������ �������8����
�������� �������8�������������	��������������������
�
much a government / central bank wants to print, 
���������	������������5>�������������	��,���
���� �

Flanders Road
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Free Trip to Heaven!                                                                                                 
Bring your family for details!                                             

Sunday 10:30 AM                                                                                                         
        Sunday 6:00 PM   

Wednesday 7:00 PM                                                                                                 
                                                                    
Flanders Rd Church of Christ                                                   

5130 Flanders Rd

The Economy and Financial Health Section • The Economy and Financial Health Section • The Economy and Financial Health Section 

but your phone, even if unused, is only worth 
�>�666 66 �������	�������,���
����E66 66 �

The idea of crypto as a currency is incredible 
and has a solid base of followers. The future is 
open to interpretation on the use of cryptocurren-
���	 �=����1����������������56>�����,��
������
assets and determine if you have enough room to 
add crypto to your investment portfolio. If you do 
have disposable funds, use a small introductory 
amount as a learning course to attain the informa-
����������&#������� �/���������������������������
make larger potential investments, or maybe you 
walk away for a more traditional asset.

Derick Gant is an American author, speaker, 
��������� �	
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�� ��	� ������ ������ ����� �
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If you are unable to verify your identity online 
���
��������8����>'55��#����		��������������-
�����%�����������8����>'55����������������E>)3
5>*3'>('� ���� ��� ��3#��	��� �������� ��� �� $�&-
payer Assistance Center (Toledo IRS office is 
��� ���� 8���� !������� ��������3E**� . � !������
St).  

How does the IP PIN process work?
A���������	�&3������1���1.�
����#���#����%��

your tax software product, provide it to your 
trusted tax professional preparing your tax re-
turn, or enter it on your paper tax return.

����
�������������1���1.	���	��%�������������
electronic and paper tax returns to avoid ad-
ditional rejections and delays. An incorrect or 
��		���� 1�� �1.� 
���� ���	�� ���� ��2������� ��� �����

�3�������������������������������#�#����������������
�������%��,������ 

Don’t reveal your IP PIN
�����1���1.�	������%�����
������������������

your tax professional and should be used only 
when you are ready to sign and submit your re-
turn. Be aware that the IRS will never contact 
��������	�����������1���1. �����������	�������	��
�����&�	��	��������������1���1.�����	���	 

TAP... continued from page 10

Toledo Parks.. continued from page 7

56�����	������ �$���0���
	�������0����		����
�	�
�������		���������56>@ �

All this was happening in the City, says the re-
port, while the public school system still struggles 
to achieve all-around academic success.

“City of Toledo Government must emphatically, 
����	�,���� ���� ���������� ����� ��� ���
�� ����� ��
school’s failure is not just the school’s problem. 
It’s the neighborhood’s problem,” reads the ex-

ecutive summary.”
The report sets as its main goals to codify the 

��������������	� ��� ���� ����������� $�	�� 8�����
and to develop a plan for the City to exceed “state 
and national standards in parks and recreation, 
youth services and educational outcomes, sup-
porting it through budgetary appropriation.”

!#����������� ������
���#��������
�������,����
director with three divisions reporting to him or 

her: the Division of Parks, Recreation and Com-
munity enrichment; the Division of Youth Servic-
es and the Division of Educational Engagement.

It is anticipated that the budget will need to be 
������	����������������������,�������*�*'���)�����
�'�((5�*�>� ��� 5 6� #������� ��� ���� �������� 8����

8��� ��
�� ���-
coin is not a cur-
�������������������
trading goods and 
services. What if 
���� �	��� �>�666�
of equivalent bit-
coin to purchase 
a new iPhone 
this past Decem-
%��F� $��� �>�666�
of Bitcoin you 
spent in De-
cember is worth 
�>�E66 today, 



Page 12 March 17, 2021��������	
��
�
��
	��

Social Security Column
By Erin Thompson

Social Security Public Affairs Specialist in Toledo, OH

APPLY FOR MEDICARE ONLINE WITH SOCIAL SECURITY 
Did you know that you can apply for Medicare online even if you are not 

ready to retire?  Applying online can take less than 10 minutes.  There are 
no forms to sign and usually no required documentation.  We’ll process 
your application and contact you if we need more information.

{�	���


 		� ��,D%�����	D������������%���� ��$���������������##�������
�������������������������#������������������ �����#��������	�����������%���
��������������������(' ��1������
�������	����������,��������������������('��
your initial enrollment period begins three months before your 65th birth-
day and ends three months after that birthday. 

!�������������%����������	�����:�����������A&����4��#����#�����������
�������� #������	�� ������� �������%��	�� ���� ��3#������	� �������� ��� ����
������������	���#�����"����#������ � �������	��%�� �����,��������������
��,�� ����������	�����	����� ��������������	���� ���������� ����'6�	����	����
����"�	���������0����%������:���������������A&����4��# �������������������
���A&����4��#��	��,����%������
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help.

You may also be interested in reading these publications: 
• Apply Online for Medicare — Even if You Are Not Ready to Retire 

www.ssa.gov/pubs/EN-05-10530.pdf.
 • 4���� ���5��
��6����
��2�6���
������/������ www.ssa.gov/pubs/EN-

05-10147.pdf.
Help a friend or family member by sharing this information.  It can im-

prove the quality of their life. 
APPLY FOR RETIREMENT BENEFITS ONLINE WITH SOCIAL SE-

CURITY
1�
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can make your planning easier.  Visit www.ssa.gov/myaccount to access 
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amount increases depending on the age you start them.  Don’t have a my 
Social Security account?  You can create one at www.ssa.gov/myaccount. 

You can also review your entire earnings history in your my Social Se-
curity account.  It is important that your earnings history is correct because 
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information corrected. 
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can complete our online application in as little as 15 minutes at www.ssa.
��,D%�����	D���������� �����
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mation.  You can check the status of your application with your personal 
my Social Security account too. 
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• Are at least 61 years and nine months old.
¢�+����������������������,����%�����	����������
��!������!�������������� 
¢�4�,���������������##��������������������%�����	 
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months in advance.)

• Find out more about our online services at www.ssa.gov/onlineservices.
THE MANY THINGS YOU CAN DO ONLINE WITH SOCIAL SECU-

RITY
Are you looking for new ways to save time?  Check out our online ser-

vices available through your secure my Social Security account.  We have 
���	���������������������
����������������,��%�����	������!������!��������
or not.

1����������������������������,��%�����	���������9
• Request a replacement Social Security card. 
• Review your earnings history and see an estimate of your future Social 

!��������%�����	 
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%�����	 
¢�+##������������������%�����	�
����������������� 
• Check the status of your Social Security application.
1�������������������,��%�����	���������9
¢�������%������,��������������#��������������������� 
• Request a replacement Social Security or Medicare card.
• Set up or change direct deposit.
• Change your address. 
¢���������#���������!������!��������>6))������|!!+3>6))} 
• Opt-out of certain mailed notices. 
Your personal my Social Security account includes a secure Message 

0������ 
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you can view your annual cost-of-living adjustments before you would 
normally receive them in the mail.  You will receive both mailed and online 
notices unless you opt-out of receiving notices by mail that are available 
online. 

We designed these online features to save you time.  Create your personal 
my Social Security account today at www.ssa.gov/myaccount. 

We offer many other online resources at www.ssa.gov/onlineservices.  
Please let friends and family know they can access them from the comfort 
���������������������������������������������������%����#����	 
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$28.00 / $35.00 Canada
224 pages

This is the Fire: What I Say to My Friends 
About Racism by Don Lemon
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

The Truth Contributor

This really makes your blood boil.
This. The racism gone amok, discrimina-

tion, the protests that don’t seem to work, 
nobody’s listening. You’re hot under the 
������� �,��� ��� ����� �������� ��������� ������
for real action, and in This Is the Fire by 
Don Lemon,����
�������	����	�������	3
warm, sometimes-scorching thoughts to sit with 
��	� 

Coincidentally or not, as a trial begins soon 
in Minnesota, this book opens with a poignant 
letter from Lemon to his young nephew on the 
evening of George Floyd’s death. Lemon writes 
of the legacy he got from his parents, his grand-
mother, and his beloved older sister, and he tells 
his nephew that the boy is “old enough to know 
what’s going on...” 

in this country. 
They demand that you think. Now.
+���	���
����������
����#���������������������������������%��������2�	����

warm talk with someone, this is the perfect time to read those words. This 
is the Fire will spark a discussion.

Don Lemon, photo 
courtesy CNN

Budget.
“We have the money,” noted Adams. She mentioned that the City’s last 

budget anticipated a $70 million surplus and that an additional $190 million 
is anticipated from the federal government as part of the COVID relief plan.

A host of community activists attended the Monday press conference spoke 
approvingly of the new department’s plans and goals, including Rev. Wil-
lie Perryman, president of the Toledo Chapter NAACP and Montrice Casey, 
community activist and summer league basketball organizer.

According to the executive summary, ultimately the goal of the City of 
CHOICE proposal (Community Collaboration, Healthy Neighborhoods, Op-
portunity for All, Inclusive Innovation, Commitment to Capital Investment, 
Educational Excellence) is to establish “a framework for collaborating with 
community partners in the areas of parks and recreation, youth services and 
education to establish community needs and priorities and to develop strate-
gic plans and goals for addressing those priorities.”

Toledo Parks.. continued from page 11

ers much that’s new. 
George, Breonna, 
Jacob, Stephon, San-
dra, their names are 
familiar, and abso-
lutely no one has for-
gotten the last White 
House administra-
tion. Readers get a 
bit of biography and 
that delicious Lemon 
sense of wry humor, 
but what else?

Perspective.
Lemon’s thoughts 

are the kind that make 
you gasp. They’re 
I-never-saw-it-that-
way avowals that 
leave room for self-
education, reparation 
with wisdom, honest 
����������������&����
what’s so deeply and 
wrongly embedded 

There’s been enough complacency: “Silence is no longer an option.”
Once was a time, though, when things were kept quiet.
“My life has been blessed...” says Lemon, “but let’s be real: I grew up 

gay and Black in the South in the 1970s.” 
Raised by an extended family of women, he heard stories of voter sup-

pression, the denial of education, and too many hard times. Several years 
ago, Lemon went to Africa with his mother, to a fortress where slaves 
left that continent; he grew up in Louisiana and knew about the area’s 
dark past. He acknowledges that things have changed; that some things are 
“’different this time’,” but they’re still the same, whether you live in pov-
erty you’ve been manipulated to be in, or you live in a well-to-do enclave 
and try to Shop While Black.

Racism, he points out, is so endemic that we don’t always see it some-
times, or know its entire history. We condemn White Supremacy without 
�����	����������
�����,����&�	�������������	��#������
�����������B�������
the police” but forget that many Black families likewise fear a neighbor-
hood without them.

“Racism... is a contagious assailant,” he says.
“Healing is you and me standing on the John Lewis Bridge. We can get 

there... if we’re willing to do the work.”
As today’s books go, This is the Fire is pretty thin. It doesn’t look like 

much, but dive inside for ten minutes and you’ll see that it’s thick with 
hope.

And yet, one might argue that, despite that the words here are fresh and 
current, author and CNN Tonight anchor Don Lemon doesn’t tell read-

Visit with other fully vaccinated people indoors without wearing masks or 
staying 6 feet apart;

Visit with unvaccinated people from one other household indoors without 
wearing masks or staying 6 feet apart if everyone in the other household is at 
low risk for severe disease;

Refrain from quarantine and testing if they do not have symptoms of CO-
VID-19 after contact with someone who has COVID-19.

Where can I get a vaccine?
If you live in Lucas County, visit https://lucascountyhealth.com/coronaviru-

supdates/ and click on the “schedule appointment” box in the upper right-hand 
corner. If you need assistance scheduling an appointment online, please contact 
�����������53>3>�|�����5>>����������#����}��������+����/��������+��������E>)3
*@536(5E 

Any Ohio resident can also use the state portal: gettheshot.coronavirus.ohio.gov.
Where can I get more information?
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/index.html
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/covid-19-vaccina-

tion-program
https://www.promedica.org/covid/vaccines

Vaccine Info... continued from page 9
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CLASSIFIEDS        

Call to place your ad: 

419-243-0007

www.TheTruthToledo.com

INVITATION FOR BIDS                                                                                                                                             
 IFB21-B011 CASUALTY LOSS                                                                                                                                             

   3 UNITS (GROUP 2B) 
Lucas Metropolitan Housing (LMH) will re-

ceive bids from General Contractors for the 
renovation of 3 casualty loss units, 2 in 2 
story buildings and 1 single family residence 
in Lucas County. Received in accordance 
with law until April 13, 2021, 3:00 PM ET. 
see documents: www.lucasmha.org; 201 
Belmont Ave., Toledo, OH 43604; or 419-
259-9446 (TRS: Dial 711). Affirmative Ac-
tion and Equal Employment Opportunity re-
quirements (Executive Order #11246). This 
contract opportunity is a Section 3 Covered 
Contract and any Section 3 Business Con-
cerns are encouraged to apply.

MANAGER, SENIOR SERVICES
Administers, coordinates, and oversees the 
various components of the senior services 
programs provided by Neighborhood Health 
Association and ensures the effective opera-
tion and management of two senior centers.  
Also responsible for supervising and manag-
ing program staff and volunteers.
Responsibilities also include developing 
partnerships that assist in serving Seniors; 
assisting in the design and supervision of 
activities; developing budget and program 
billing and managing community outreach 
and education to ensure that all area Seniors 
know about and have access to services.
The right candidate will have a degree or cer-
tification in recreational, geriatric or activities 
therapy; a minimum 2 years in management/
supervisory role; minimum 2 years working 
in culturally diverse and low-income envi-
ronment; ability to pass a background check 
and drug screening; be physically fit; have 
an ability to adapt with strong organization 
and time management skills; possess excel-
lent resource management, computer, record 
keeping, interpersonal, decision making and 
verbal and written communication skills.
The deadline to apply is March 26 at 5 pm.
Contact Roy Hodge. 419-514-1600 or rho-
dge@rehsystems.com

JOB POSTING

The Rudolph Libbe Group is a one-stop pro-
vider of construction and consulting servic-
es that range from site selection and financ-
ing to ongoing facility management. RLG, 
comprised of Rudolph Libbe Inc., GEM Inc., 
GEM Energy, Lehman Daman and Rudolph 
Libbe Properties, operates as one team.

The Rudolph Libbe Group is seeking an HR 
Generalist. This position is responsible for 
providing generalist and administrative sup-
port to the Human Resources/Organization-
al Development (HR/OD) department.

��������	
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resources or business, with two or more 
years of HR administrative experience, or 
an equivalent combination of education and 
experience required. SHRM Certified Pro-
fessional (SHRM-CP) or HRCI Professional 
Human Resources (PHR) credential pre-
ferred.

For additional details and to apply, please 
visit www.rlgbuilds.com/careers.

The Rudolph Libbe Group is an Equal Em-
ployment Opportunity Employer.

PUBLIC BID ADVERTISEMENT 
(ELECTRONIC BIDDING)                                                                                                           

STATE OF OHIO STANDARD 
FORMS AND DOCUMENTS 

Project # 1080-21-239                                                                                                                                      
Centennial Mall Hardscape Improvements                                                                                                            

The University of Toledo                                                                                                                                           
   Lucas County

Bids Due: 2:00pm EST April 6, 2021; 
�
����

�
	
����	��
	�	�������
�������
���-
tem at: https:// bidexpress.com 
EDGE Participation Goal: 15.0% of contract                                                                                                       
Domestic steel use is required per ORC 
153.011.
Contract 
General Contract – Centennial Mall Hard-
scape Improvements
Estimated Cost
$1,088,127.00                                                     
Pre-bid Meeting: March 23, 2021, 
10:00am – 11:00am via Webex. The We-
bex address is: https://utoledo.webex.com/
meet/tracey.brown                                                                                        
Walkthrough: A walkthrough of the project 
site is scheduled for March 23, 2021 at 2:00 
pm. 
Walkthrough Location: The Mall Area, 
East Side of Memorial Fieldhouse, Toledo 
Ohio, 43606 
Bid Documents: Available electronically 
at: https://bidexpress.com
More Info: A/E contact: Sharon Schultz, 
Phone: 419-255-5335, E-mail: sschultz@
edgela.com

ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION 
PROGRAMMER

This position is located at Wildwood Pre-
serve Metropark. Must have completed 
sophomore year towards college degree in 
environmental science, biology, education, 
outdoor recreation or related college pro-
gram, or equivalent work experience.  Pre-
vious work or volunteer experience work-
ing with groups of children and experience 
leading outdoor education programs for all 
ages required; previous experience as a 
�����	���
��
����������
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�
�
����	���
����

preferred. All seasonal positions, up to 40 
hours/week.  $10.47/hr.

Go to www.metroparkstoledo.com<http://
www.metroparkstoledo.com> for complete 
job requirements and descriptions; must 
submit online application and resume.  
EOE

BUILDING MAINTENANCE

Metroparks Toledo has openings for two 
����
 ���	
 ��������
 �	����	�	�������
 ��	
 ��

Oak Openings Preserve, and one at The 
Manor House at Wildwood Preserve. The 
persons in these positions will be expected 
to perform a variety of housekeeping, janito-
rial, and basic maintenance functions at the 
Cannaly Treehouse Village and The Manor 
House. Up to 35 hours per week. $11.73/hr.  
High school diploma or equivalent required. 
����
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 ��-
clude evenings, weekends and holidays. 

Go to www.MetroparksToledo.com<http://
www.metroparkstoledo.com/> to view de-
tailed position description, job requirements 
and to apply.

CAMP INCLUSION PROGRAMMER

This position is located at Wildwood Pre-
serve Metropark. Must have completed 
sophomore year towards college degree 
in environmental science, biology, educa-
tion, physical, occupational or recreational 
therapy, nursing, special education, out-
door recreation or related college program, 
or equivalent work experience. Previous 
work or volunteer experience working with 
individuals or groups of children with physi-
cal and/or cognitive disabilities preferred. 
Experience leading outdoor education pro-
grams for all ages required; previous ex-
perience as a counselor or naturalist at a 
�
����	���
����
��	�	��	��
���
�	������
��-
sitions, up to 40 hours/week.  $10.47/hr.

Go to www.metroparkstoledo.com<http://
www.metroparkstoledo.com> for complete 
job requirements and descriptions; must 
submit online application and resume.  EOE
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Protests Around the Nation on Anniversary 
of Breonna Taylor Murder
Sojourner’s Truth Staff

Around the nation protesters took to the streets on Saturday, March 
13, to commemorate the anniversary of the death of Breonna Taylor, a 
young Black woman, at the hands, and guns, of White police officers in 
Louisville, Kentucky.

Most of the protests and marches, like the one here in Toledo, were 
peaceful but on the West Coast, in Portland, Seattle and Los Angeles, 
some marchers clashed with police.

In Louisville, hundreds of demonstrators gathered and listened to 
speeches by Taylor’s family and attorney Ben Crump. Crump, who has 
served as the Taylor family lawyer, was particularly busy last week as 
he helped settle a judgment for the George Floyd family against the 
City of Minneapolis for $27 million.

President Joe Biden also acknowledged the anniversary in a Twitter 
post: “Breonna Taylor’s death was a tragedy, a blow to her family, her 
community and America. As we continue to mourn her, we must press 
ahead to pass meaningful police reform in Congress.”

Taylor’s aunt, Bianca Austin, spoke during the Louisville commemo-
ration: “All eyes are on Louisville today, and we are here to represent 
Breonna with dignity and respect.”

In Toledo, demonstrators organized by the New Order National Hu-
man Rights Organization gathered at the corner of Detroit and Monroe 
to acknowledge the event and chant for justice. 

Louisville police had obtained a “no-knock warrant” to search Tay-
lor’s apartment on the evening of March 13, 2020. The warrant includ-
ed her apartment, which she shared with boyfriend Kenneth Walker, 
because police suspected that her former boyfriend, Jamarcus Glover, 

Open for 
   emergencies

OPEN FOR YOU
From heart attacks,  
to strokes, to breaks  
and sprains, we are open 
for immediate care.

utmc.utoledo.edu

UTMC 1587 Print_TheTruth_ChestPain_5x8.indd   1 2/12/21   1:13 PM

Schedule a  
Colonoscopy 
TODAY!

We know no one looks forward to having a colonoscopy, but it’s the 
best way to find colon polyps and colorectal cancer early, when most 
treatable. If you wait until colon cancer symptoms appear, it’s much 
harder to treat.

The good news is that in recent years, having a colonoscopy has 
gotten easier. It requires less prep solution and most people only 
have to take the day of their procedure off from work. If you’re healthy 
and have an average risk for colon cancer, you can also bypass the 
initial consult with our specialist and opt for a phone call instead.

Up to 90% of colon cancers could be prevented  
if people were scoped at the appropriate times. Don’t put it off; 
schedule yours today.

ProMedica’s open access colonoscopy program lets you easily 

schedule a screening colonoscopy within 30 days.

Visit promedica.org/colonoscopy. Schedule your 
colonoscopy today. 

© 2021 ProMedica

Colorectal Cancer
PREVENTABLE. TREATABLE. BEATABLE.

Y!

ABLE

had received packages of drugs there.
The warrant declared that Glover had been seen leaving her apartment 

months earlier with packages believed to be illegal drugs and that this 
event was verified “through a US Postal Inspector.” The U.S. postal 
inspector would later announce that such collaboration between the 
postal service and the Louisville police had never occurred.

When the police arrived at Taylor and Walker’s apartment, they 
banged on the door, according to Walker, but never announced who 
they were. The police would later say they did announce. Regardless 

... continued on page 6


