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Stewart Burns

Where do we go from here?                        
                    -  Martin Luther King, Jr.

Chaos or Community?
By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, Ph.D.

The Truth Contributor

Just before his 1968 assassination, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. asked in 
the title of his last book, Where Do We Go From Here: Chaos or Com-
munity? 

King wrote during the most politically turbulent and socially traumatic 
years of the 20th century in the United States. Increasing antiwar senti-
ment, rising racial tensions and waves of violent protests intersected with 
��������	
���������	���	��������
��
���	����������������
�����������
repressive police tactics and assassinations of politicians and black lead-
ers. 

���������������������������	���	��	���������	����������	�������	����
times. A rampaging COVID-19 has infected over 25 million in America 
and claimed more than 407,000 U.S. lives. The disease disproportion-
ately affects people of color and low to moderate-income workers.

In addition, American democracy itself, was attacked on January 6, 
2021 by armed insurrectionists who attempted to mount a coup against 
the American peoples’ electoral will. 

���	�������������!�����	��"���#��	���$���������������������	��	�
��	�����%����������� ������ ��	�	��� ���&�����������������&�������	�
authoritarian autocracy. 

I spoke with noted Martin Luther King Jr. biographer Stewart Burns to 
view our 21st century “new normal” of disease and domestic terrorism 
through King’s lens. The following is our discussion.

Perryman: ����� ������������ ����	���� �����$��� ���� '()(� *������
Building in an attempt to overturn the election results. Of course, Martin 
+������/	
���������������������������������%�������(���������������
thoughts?

Burns: One way to think of it is that what happened at the Capitol was 
the white supremacists’ last desperate effort to prevent the changes that 
are taking place.  

Perryman: ��������	
�����������������	
3
Burns: From the supremacists’ perspective, the U.S. now has a black 

woman as Vice President, they’ve got Biden, and they’ve got a real com-
mitment (I hope) to deal with racial justice. The supremacists also see the 
looming demographic changes that probably terrify them. As one com-
mentator wrote, ‘the engine of history is on the side of this majority-mi-
nority society that we’re moving toward and that these diehard opponents 
are going to be sort of overtaken by events that they’re not going to be 
�&��� ����
��� �������(<��������	��������&��%����������	���	�� ����� =����
can’t tolerate the fact that it’s not going to be a white country anymore.  

Perryman: None of us can really speak for King today, but how do 
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People’s Campaign could be a way to head off fascism.  
Perryman: So, would King have been surprised?
Burns: I think he saw fascism even when he went to Chicago and saw 

mobs in the Chicago suburbs that were more vicious than anything he 
�������	�	�����)����(�/	
����	�������������	�������������������������
supremacist core that might only have to be a fuse that would just need to 
be lit for these white mobs to be more active.  

So, you were facing the combination of the white supremacist mobs in 
the North and the Johnson administration escalating the Viet Nam war 
and sending troops to Detroit and Newark and all the repression that was 
���	
����	����>�����&���$��������(����	��������&	������������������
the conspiracy trials for the draft resistance leaders as well as the Chi-
cago 7, Chicago 8, he could see that this was coming.  So, I don’t think he 
would’ve been all that surprised.  I do think he would’ve been surprised 
by the extent of complicity by people inside the government.

!������	@�������������	�E��>�����	(���������������	$��&�����������-
laboration and coordination by inside law enforcement and legislators?

Burns: King didn’t have illusions about the white supremacist’s es-
sence of the supposedly liberal Democratic government. On the one 
hand, President Johnson is pushing legislation that is essentially social 
democracy, unlike anything, at least since the New Deal.  

On the other hand, Johnson, J. Edgar Hoover and the FBI and COIN-
�Q+!RW��	������	�������	����&��������#���$�X�%���	���	������Y���
Left, we don’t know how much he thought that the effort to assassinate 
him was coordinated or managed from the highest level. 

So, I think in a way he probably wouldn’t have been that surprised be-
cause he already knew that there were people in the government at the 
highest level who wanted him dead. By the time he was approaching his 
own death he had seen it all with the death threats that he constantly got 
and the maneuvering of Army intelligence, FBI, and CIA. All of them 
were out to stop the black movement and you have to include the kill-
ings - the killings of Malcolm and later the attack in Oakland of the Black 
Panthers.  

I think that’s partly why he felt that things were really in a more critical 
situation than most people realized, including people even on the left. He 
was trying to wake people up and become aware of how serious white 
supremacy was.  

Perryman: How do you think King would’ve responded to the events 
on January 6?

Burns: First of all, King would do everything he could to explain why 
there’s all the difference in the world between a mass nonviolent protest 
where they are not going to harm anybody. Instead, they’re going to re-

you think Martin Lu-
ther King would’ve 
responded to the insur-
rection that took place 
on January 6?

Burns: You may re-
call that in the spring 
of 1968, just a few 
weeks before he was 
assassinated and in 
the course of organiz-
ing the Poor People’s 
Campaign, he felt that 
we were on the eve of 
a fascist takeover, es-
pecially if there was 
another summer of up-
risings and rioting. On 
the other hand, he was 
hoping that the Poor 

... continued on page 6
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Yes, It’s Quiz Time Again
By Lafe Tolliver, Esq
Guest Column

So, I think that my not giving quizzes on a regular basis has made my readers 
very, very lazy and they have allowed their brains to take a rest. There is no 
rest! You must be always vigilant and be on the watch for the slacker virus to 
attack you when you least expected.

���� ����� �����������%���%���	����� ����	����� ���� ������	
�>�\�>���-
tions. Remember the rules: (1) no collaborations with others (2) no resorting to 
outside news sources and (3) there could be more than one correct answer, so 
remember to circle all the possible answers.

Ready? Go!
QUESTION ONE: Which person has shown the most hypocrisy about vot-

	
����������	
������%���������������������
��%����3
(1) Ted Cruz
(2) Josh Hawley
(3) Kevin McCarthy
(4) Snoop Dog
QUESTION TWO: If a Black person were found on camera mercilessly 

&���	
������������	�������	���
������������������	�������������3
(1) Would be nicely told to stop it.
(2) Would be gently escorted out of the room.
(3) his body parts would be unable to be found after 60 slugs brought him 

down.
(4) he could say he was a patriot and his actions would be excused.
QUESTION THREE:  Who would be called out if thousands of Black folks 

�����	�������	�����*����������#+X���
���	�������&��������������&���-
ings?

(1) Local police with riot gear and shot guns.
(2) The National Guard with armored trucks
(3) 82nd Airborne paratroopers dropping onto the White House lawns.
(4) Four battalions of battle-tested Marines with loaded AR-15’s.
QUESTION FOUR: If Black people invaded the Capitol and shouted about 

hanging the Vice President or shooting the Speaker of the House, what would 
happen?

(1) All exit doors blocked off and everyone arrested and charged with treason 
and insurrection.

(2) Told that they were simply exercising their First Amendment rights of 
freedom of speech and allowed to continue.

(3) Each protestor stripped down and searched and arrested on the spot and 
taken to detention centers.

(4) Each protestor jailed with no bond due to the severity of their acts.
QUESTION FIVE: If the Black people were jailed and they said that they 

could not eat jail food for religious reasons but demanded soul food to eat, 
what would happen? (clue: one of the arrested white protestors told the judge 
that he could not consume food that was not organic!).

(1) They would be told, “Eat it or nothing!”
(2) The police would frantically scour the local restaurants and bring take out 

soul food meals to the jails for the protestors.
}�~������*+'������������������������������	
�	����	���������	�����	���

giving the Black inmates corn bread and greens and fried pork chops with cu-
cumbers and tomatoes on the side.

�'Q)��WY�)��@������������&�������	������������	����	%�����#���$����-
testors?

(1) President Trump would grant a blanket pardon for all of them and say that 
he loved them!

(2) They would lose their jobs.
}�~������������&����������	���	��������(
(4) They would be hailed as patriots and heroes and sheroes!
QUESTION SEVEN: If Black folks were found taking property out of the 

Capitol Building, what would be their fate?
(1) Cheers for simply liberating property wrongfully held by, “Da Man”.
(2) Photos taken of smiling liberators and then being charged with minimal 

crimes.
(3) Hundreds of bodies strewn on the Capitol grounds with the statement by 

President Trump: “When the looting starts, the shooting starts!”
������������������%���(�R��������>�����	��������	���	���������&����������	�

�	�����	��	��������	�������	�	�������&�����	����������������(���}����	
�
and handling included) c/o this newspaper and I will send you the secret de-
coder for the correct answers.  Do it today!

Contact Lafe Tolliver at tolliver@juno.com

United Way 2-1-1 to 
Assist in COVID-19 
Vaccine Pre-
Registrations

 In partnership with the Lucas County Health Department (LCHD), United 
Way 2-1-1 will be assisting individuals who have a disability, no access to 
technology or are experiencing technical issues in completing LCHD’s on-
�	���*W�������%���	��������
������	�������������	��������&�������
of when they can receive a vaccination. 

)����	�������������	��>���������&�%����	�����������������	����	�����
speak with a Community Resource Advisor. You must call during the fol-
lowing times and hours to pre-register: Monday through Friday from 8:00 
�(�(�����@����(�(���	��)�������������
��)�	����������@����(�(�����@����(�(�

The form itself can be found by visiting LCHD’s website at LucasCoun-
tyHealth.com. 

“We want to ensure that 2-1-1 is used as a resource for those who have 

TOLEDO EXCEL
37TH ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE  
FOR ASPIRING  
MINORITY YOUTH

SATURDAY 
Jan. 30 | 10 a.m.

VALERIE JARRETT
former senior advisor to 
the Obama administration

SYBRINA FULTON 
author and mother of 
Trayvon Martin

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS:

Visit 
utoledo.edu/success/excel 
to register.

zero access to a computer or smart device, 
�������	�������������������������(����-
tionally, if someone has any kind of condi-
tion that limits their capacity to use vari-
ous technology, or if they are experiencing 
technical issues, we also encourage them 
to call 2-1-1,” said Sandra De Steno, 2-1-1 
director for United Way of Greater Toledo.

 “Again, it’s important that if you do 
��%����������������%����	����	�������������
form yourself, that you do not call 2-1-1. 
We want as many lines open as possible 
for those who truly need assistance,” said 
De Steno. 

LCHD began distributing vaccines in 
late December to those in the “1A catego-
ry,” which includes demographics such as 
healthcare workers and emergency medi-
cal staff; nursing home, psychiatric and as-
sisted living residents and staff; and those 
with a disability, mental disorder or health 
disorder.

 Governor Mike DeWine recently an-
nounced moving on to the “1B category,” 
which includes those 65 and older, K-12 
staff and people with severe congenital, 
developmental or early-onset medical dis-
orders that make them particularly vulner-
able. 

“To ensure that the Health Department 
is able to pre-plan, and have a better un-
derstanding on the number of individuals 
interested in getting a vaccination – pre-
registering through their online form is 
essential to those processes,” said Wendy 
Pestrue, president & CEO of United Way 
of Greater Toledo.

 “We have already experienced a dra-
matic spike in 2-1-1 calls, so we ask for 
patience. If there is a wait time, you will 
be offered a call-back option. Our Com-
munity Resource Advisors are working as 
quickly as possible to get folks signed up,” 
said Pestrue. 

'	��������������������������������������
health and human service resource avail-
able to anyone in Lucas County. United 
Way 2-1-1 is also available to those in Ot-
tawa and Wood County, and United Way 
staff are in discussions with other health 
departments in its three-county footprint. 
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CSRN’s Response To Domestic Terror Attack
White Supremacy Will Not Win
As we approach Martin Luther King Jr. Day, CSRN would like to challenge 

each and every person who reads this message to heed Dr. King’s words “an 
injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.”

On Wednesday, January 6, 2021 the National Capitol was stormed by do-
mestic terrorists (white supremacists), insistent on the destruction of the Black 
Lives Matter Movement and attempted to disenfranchise millions of Black 
voters by challenging a legal and fair election. Our justice was openly and 
unapologetically threatened. We collectively stand in defense of Black Lives 
and the hypocrisy of the treatment of the men and women on January 6th 
who were attempting to overthrow the government was met with peace and 
�	������	�	
���������������
�������#���$��>��������������������	$��������

����%���	����	��&�����������������������������������>����������������	��	��
women. 

�����!���������������(�#���$�!�������Q>�����(
The Community Solidarity Response Network of Toledo has been standing 

����������%�����	���
��	
����������&�����	��������������������E������(�#���$�
Lives Matter has been a revolutionary call to action to support Black Men and 
����	�	��%���������������������(�����������$���������������	�>�%��������

that white supremacy and those who champion it will never win. Our resolve 
�	���������	�������������Q>�������	��"����������������������������������
strong.

We have remained unapologetic in our position of calling out politicians 
when their decisions harm our communities and in that vain we celebrate the 
����	����������	�������	���������������������������&���E�	����&���	��
hateful individual. He successfully peeled back the thin veil of civility and 
�E�����������
�����	���&��������������	��������������������������(��������
his followers who refuse to denounce his hateful rhetoric are as much a part of 
the problem as he is. 

Every single man and woman who: planned, supported, turned a blind eye 
or helped facilitate the storming of the Capitol on Wednesday are complicit 
and  deserve to be charged and found  guilty of Treason and designated as 
Domestic Terrorist.  

As a result, CSRN is NOT going anywhere and the belief that a white su-
premacist ideology will scare this movement into submission is faulty at best 
and asinine at worst. We are moving from protest to progress and there are mil-
��	���������	������
��(������		���&�����������	���������	���&���������(�
"������W��Q���(�QE�����')(

Public Statement from the Board and Staff of 
The Fair Housing Center

What happened last week was not just an attack on our Capitol building, 
it was an attack on the fundamental rights and freedoms upon which our 
democracy is built.

We emphatically condemn the actions of a violent, mostly white mob that 
desecrated the seat of our government in an attempt to subvert a sacred in-
stitution and overturn a lawful election. Everyone involved should be pros-
�����������������������E��	���������������������������������������������������
as anyone who incited and enabled this insurrection to take place.

Free and fair elections lie at the heart of our democracy, and enable us to 
�E�������	��������%�������%���
���(�W��������������������$���%�����������
to protect this process from attempts to undermine it, which includes ad-
dressing America’s long history of suppressing the rights of voters of color.

���� ��
��� ����������������������������	�������	��������	���� ���	����
that systemic racism and white supremacy are not just part of our nation’s 
������&�����	�	�������������	������	
�������	����������������������>�����	��
justice every day. We must hold accountable not only those whose words 
and actions perpetuate racial injustice, but those whose silence allow it to 
continue unchallenged. The responsibility lies with each of us to create op-
portunities for inclusion, to refuse to tolerate hate, and to be willing to dis-
����������������>��(

We recognize that our ability to be informed about last week’s events is 
only possible because of the dedication and integrity of journalists who strive 
to uphold truth, often while risking their own safety. The press will continue 
to serve a critical role as our nation takes steps towards unity, as there can be 
no healing without truth.

We echo the sentiments of President-Elect Biden who reminded us that 
���������������
��(�������������	���=����������	
������%������
��������
����	���<��������	
������%�����$�����
��	
������%�����������$���(�����
vigilance, we can ensure America is a place where “we the people” truly 
means all the people.
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The 2021 MLK Unity Day Celebration – A 
Virtual Experience
By Tricia Hall

Sojourner’s Truth Reporter

  ... continued on page 6

Austin C. Brown

shared U.S. Senator 
Sherrod Brown. 

The program also an-
nounced the recipients 
of the University of 
Toledo’s MLK Scholar-
ships:

• Jordan Bye, a ju-
nior, majoring in Me-
chanical Engineering, 
plans to lead a team of 
other strong engineers 
toward a common goal 

The 2021 Unity Day Celebration to commemorate the life and legacy of 
Martin Luther King Jr., PhD was held virtually on January 18. The celebra-
tion was organized by the City of Toledo Human Relations Commission and 
the University of Toledo and streamed live on YouTube. 

The celebration opened at 10:00 a.m. with Alexis Means of 13abc serving 
as mistress of ceremonies. “I want to thank and welcome everyone who is 
joining this live stream today. This is a special day of remembrance as the 
20-year anniversary.”

The program featured videos of Dr. King, presentation of the Honor Guard 
by the Lucas County Sheriff’s Department, and two pre-recorded welcome 
addresses.

“The University of Toledo is proud to partner with the City of Toledo to 
celebrate Dr. King’s legacy and celebrate 20 years of this partnership,” UT 
Interim President Gregory Postel, M.D.

“For 20 years the University of Toledo and City of Toledo have partnered 
to bring this celebration,” said Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz. “This year we 
gather in an unusual time – not able to get together in person and taken place 
virtually. COVID has changed our lives but other things create dark environ-
ments including the incident at the U.S. Capitol and even the civil unrest 
following the death of George Floyd. It’s important that we unite right now. 
It is important to gather to listen to Dr. King and listen to his call for unity.”

Toledo Opera vocalist Olivia Johnson and Toledo Opera pianist Emily 
Morin presented the National Anthem and the Black National Anthem. The 
celebration recognized the contributions and life of deceased Congressmen 
John Lewis, a theatrical reading performed by local community leaders, pub-
lic recognition of guests, dance presentation by Tahyay Dance Studio, and 
spoken word presented by Davion Williams. 

Several dignitaries delivered greetings including: Willie McKether, PhD, 
the University of Toledo Vice President of Diversity and Inclusion; Rev. Wil-
lie Perryman Jr, DMin, the incoming Toledo NAACP president; Erin Baker, 
City of Toledo Human Relations Commission president, and two elected of-
�����(�

“It’s a pleasure to speak to you today. This celebration since its conception 
has been about the live and mission of Dr. King. He has inspired generations 
of change makers,” shared Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur.

“The man we are here to honor today understood the power of the tongue,” 

	� �	� ������� ���&�������	�	������ ���&��� �	������� ������������������ �	��
future family.

��/����	����������R�&	����=�	������=��	
�	��	�	����	����	�
���	���
plans to complete an internship in summer 2021 with Key Bank’s Financial 
Analyst Program, earn a graduate degree in special education and own a non-
��������
�	\���	�������%�����������������������	
�������	����������������
passion and enjoy sports.

• Selena Farmer, a junior, majoring in Medicinal and Biological Chemistry 
with a pre-med concentration, plans to attend medical school to become a 
neonatologist or anesthesiologist in hopes of working at metropolitan hospi-
tal in order to help patients from all backgrounds.

• Rylee Harper, a junior, majoring in Psychology, plans to become a thera-
pist to help others especially minorities who feel like they can’t relate or 
��		���������������������������$�����������	����	�	���������(

• Marie Jackson, a senior and Corporal in the Ohio Army National Guard 
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MLK Unity Day... continued from page 5

...continued on page 7

Medicare does not cover dental care1. That means if you need dental 
work done, it can cost you hundreds or even thousands of dollars out 
of your own pocket.
Get Dental Insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company. 
It helps cover over 350 procedures — from cleanings and fillings to 
crowns and dentures.

• See any dentist you want, but save more with one in our network
• No deductible, no annual maximum
• Immediate coverage for preventive care 

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-844-334-8627
dental50plus.com/truth

1 “Medicare & You,” Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, 2020 
Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. Product not available in all states. 
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance 
solicitation. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, LA, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: 
C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN); Rider kinds B438/B439 (GA: B439B). 
6255

DENTAL Insurance

Guaranteed, modified whole life coverage 
from Physicians Life Insurance Company 
that’s affordable and easy to get.

Final Expenses
Check this off your to-do list!

Call for a FREE Information Kit.

1-855-961-2209
>> www.life55plus.info/truth

• Guaranteed acceptance for ages 45 to 85*
• No medical exam! No health questions!
• Lock in your rate for life

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies. Benefits 
reduced first two years. Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN). 
6238

as a Motor Transport Operator, majoring in Recreational Therapy, plans to 
work for a VA hospital as a recreational therapist helping veterans.

• Shadae Lee, a sophomore, majoring in biology, plans to pursue a masters 
degree in Physician Assistant studies at University of Toledo.

The annual celebration featured speaker was Toledo native Austin Chan-
ning Brown.  She is a media producer, author and speaker who focuses on 
������=������	�������(�)���������&��$��������������	�X���������&������
a bestseller on Amazon, the New York Times, and USA Today bestselling 
author of I’m Still Here: Black Dignity in a World Made for Whiteness. 
Brown earned a Bachelor of Arts in business management degree from North 
Park University and Masters of Arts degree in social justice from Marygrove 
College in Detroit. The featured presentation was facilitated by Rev. John C. 
Jones of HopeToledo.

#���	� ���$����&���������E����	����
���	
���� 	��������� ��������� ����
chapters of her book that explain how her perception about society was 
shaped.

“Toledo was a great place to grow up. I have wonderful family and friends. 
I knew everyone in Toledo but after graduating from Central, I moved to 
Chicago and now I live in Detroit. I actually return to Toledo about two to 
three times per month. I discovered early on that I had a boy’s name. While 
at Reynolds Corner library a librarian took my card and asked if I was sure 
about my name. I asked my mom why was I given that name, she explained 
the family history, but I still asked why was the name chosen for me. She said 
that anyone who saw my name but hadn’t met me would think that I was a 
white man, and that would at least ensure that I made the interview.”

Rev. Jones commented on several themes throughout the discussion in-
cluding whiteness, dealing with racism and four key traits of allies. 

“We would rather believe racism is individuals and that we just need to 
change the hearts and minds of people,” said Jones. “As long as you’re not 
storming the capital, then you’re considered a good white. Whiteness lives 
	������������	��	��������(���<������������������������������������������%��
rights moment. Dr. King and that civil rights moment focused on legislation 
which was necessary, by focusing on legislation it was easy to determine if 
�����	��������(���<������������������������������$	������������&�
	(��������
people to ask yourself ‘what are you passionate about?’ and begin there.”

�!��������������� �������&�� ��������&�������������	���� 	��	�������	��
raise expectations. Think about your needs. An ally should be less concerned 
about being nice and more concerned about being courageous; an ally must 

understand that I’m not the work; an ally should ready to assist, fund and 
support existing current movements; and an ally should be both teachable 
and committed.”

The discussion closed with a message for students from Brown.

“My question is what do you want. My duty is to clear the way so you can 
demand what you want. It matters how you foresee the future for yourself. 
You deserve equal education, healthcare, clean air and water, and a safe place 
to live,” said Brown.

“Thank you for joining us today. You are an inspiration and a product of 
������(�������������	���	�������������������&������&����������<���	��(���<��
been a pleasure to speak with you, Austin Brown today,” shared Jones during 
closing remarks.

The event was sponsored by the following community partners: Platinum 
Sponsor is ProMedica; Gold Sponsors are Multifaith Council of Northwest 
Ohio and Toledo Regional Chamber of Commerce; and Silver Sponsors are 
MercyHealth and Toledo Lucas County Public Library,

spect their adversaries even while they are trying to maybe block doors 
or entrances or whatever they might do. However, make it very clear they 
will not harm anybody and that they are going to have compassion for 
their adversary. And they’re not going to demonize their adversary.

Perryman: Totally different from all the things that the terrorists last 
week were doing.

Burns: Last week was an illustration of how once you engage in vio-
lence there’s no limit to how bestial you might go. Once you open the 
����
����� ��� %���	��� �����<�� 	�� �	�� ��� �(� � +���� ���$�� �� ���� �$�� ����
violence opened the door to a kind of madness. Whereas one of the great 
virtues of disciplined nonviolent protests is that it will prevent you from 
doing anything where you will lose your sanity and your equilibrium.  

Perryman: King was able to bring about a lot of social change due to 
nonviolent tactics. Why is nonviolence more effective than, perhaps, a 
violent insurrection?

Burns:  It’s ironic because people on the left were saying that after 
King died nonviolence died with him and that there was no hope for that 
�����(�#���	����������������$��������	�E����������������������	����������
after another, especially in other countries.  Although there were some 
horrible exceptions like Tiananmen Square in China, in many other coun-
tries, the Velvet Revolution in eastern Europe and the mass nonviolent 
action proved to be incredibly effective even in overthrowing oppressive 

Perryman... continued from page 2
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Did you know a frequent New Year’s resolution people make is to read 
more books? Reading can transport you to another world, providing escape 
from life’s everyday stresses – which we could all use right now! Increas-
	
���� ��������� ����� ������ ����� ����	
����������� ����� ����� &�	����� ����
health and well-being such as:

- reducing stress levels (which can contribute to illness and disease)
- slowing cognitive decline
- improving sleep
- increasing social skills and empathy

Let the Library help you resolve to read with Winter Read!

• Make a resolution of how many books you want to read in January and 
February.

• Track what you read online, or with a paper bookmark tracker (pick up 
in the lobby of any Library location or download online.)

��*�����������\����������	
��	����

	
��������������&��$�@��	���\������

most TLCPL touch screen gloves for adults and kids, or red mittens for 
little ones (while supplies last.)

• Every additional book you read and log also increases your chances of 
winning a grand prize. You can log up to 10 books before Feb. 28.

• Grand prizes include memberships to local organizations such as Imagi-
nation Station, Metroparks, Toledo Museum of Art, Toledo Zoo, and a To-
ledo Symphony gift voucher. There are also Amazon gift cards, LEGOs 
484 piece classic set, Build a Fort kit, Magna-Tiles 100 piece set, Kindle 
PaperWhite, Cricut Explore Air 2, and a Nintendo Switch Lite. Winter 
Read grand prizes generously provided by the Library Legacy Foundation.

If you track your reading on a bookmark instead of online, you must 
contact your neighborhood Library or call 419-259-5200 before Feb. 27. 
Library staff will log your reading online to be eligible for the grand prize 
drawings. All prizes must be picked up at your neighborhood Library by 
March 27, 2021.

The Library is here for you to help you achieve your reading resolution! Visit 
toledolibrary.org/winterread or call 419.259.5200 or any location for help.

Resolve to Read

regimes.  
Perryman: )�����������	�������������	�	%���	��������������%�3
Burns: Part of it was that you have these nonviolent, sort of a vanguard 

of nonviolent activists or protesters. Because of the way they comported 
themselves, the way they acted, the way they treated their adversary, the 
values that they were living out, you’d win more and more support from 
the larger public. What happened last week, instead, alienated and turned 
people off those even who had been supporting Trump. 

Whereas with a mass nonviolent protest, it would snowball and con-
tinue to build support because people could see the contrast between the 
virtues expressed by the demonstrators, the protestors and the brutality 
of the regimes. That contrast would just build more and more public sup-
port behind their goals so that the regimes or whoever it was they were 
up against would realize that they had to change because they were losing 
public support. 

Perryman: How about King and COVID?  Can you project a response 
from King, had he been here, dealing with COVID’s disproportionate 
negative impact on low income and people of color?

Burns: King would’ve been the leader that we needed.  This is where a 
charismatic leader can make such a difference. This past year, we didn’t 
have anybody remotely close to his stature who could really speak against 
the Trumpian narrative.  King could have, in his powerful way, really 
questioned and attacked the Trump administration in a way that would’ve 
built a whole lot of public support around perhaps an alternative way of 
dealing with COVID. There would’ve been a powerful national 
voice that would be able to take Trump to task and challenge him every 
step of the way.  

Perryman: Talk about King’s response to combat the misinforma-
tion, disinformation, the use of propaganda and lies that has been used to 
maintain oppressive power.

Burns: Not only was there so much force in King’s rhetoric, but he 
������ ����$� %���� �������� �	�� ����������� �	�� ���� ���� ������ ����� ������
be harder to dismiss as fake news. Today, there is no national voice that 
could stand up to Trump. King could have had rallies too and would’ve 
been able to rise above the cacophony of voices on social media and be 
heard. 

Perryman: )��� ������� ���� ��������/	
<���	���&��$��������������
��
from here?

Burns: Yes, Chaos or community? I think that we have to really think 
about reimagining American Democracy and think about it in terms of 
creating an alternative to the party system, which I think is a big part of 
the problem we face. The party system is dying.  At one time it was more 
participatory, but right now it’s moribund at the local level and at the top 
level its oligarchy. What happened to Bernie Sanders is, case in point, of 
how the party system will eat up any kind of truly progressive voice.  

I think we need, instead, to create an alternative through organizing 
grassroots democracy as if it was a fourth branch of government.  We 
need to organize the grassroots instead of having people going in all dif-

ferent directions and lacking real coordination.  We need to have that 
whole force of ‘the people’ be organized in a way that can serve as what 
the party system has been doing for almost 200 years. 

I think we need something new to organize popular forces.
Ed. Note: Highly regarded historian of the Civil Rights Movement, au-

thor or editor of eight books, Stewart Burns served as an editor of the 
King Papers at Stanford University, where he also taught U.S. History. 
���������	

���
�����
��������
�� ������������������������ ��������������
been the most widely used college text on the subject. His documentary 
����
��� 
�� ���� �
��!
����� 	"�� 	
�
���� #��	����� 
�� $���%
�� ����&���
'��� ��%�� ���
� ���� �()� ����"��� ���� (
�
��� �
�� '���� ��� 
��"���%���
winner of the NAACP Image Award in 2002. 

Contact Rev. Donald Perryman, PhD, at drdlperryman@enterofhope-
baptist.org

Perryman... continued from page 6
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Wendi Huntley, 
Connecting Kids to 

Meals CEO

Alpha Phi Alpha ‘s 26th Annual MLK 
Scholarship Breakfast
By Fletcher Word

Sojourner’s Truth Editor

This year’s various celebrations of Founders’ Day for black fraternities 
and sororities – the Divine Nine as they are known – are taken on a different 
tone due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The annual Alpha Phi Alpha celebra-
tion, the 26th MLK Scholarship Breakfast presented by the local Alpha Xi 
Lambda chapter, did take place on Saturday January 16 but, as with so many 
events over the last 10 months, it was a virtual presentation.

���� ��	� ��������� �� +��&��� �����	���� ������������ ��� �%�� ������	�-
ing area students, honored Wendi Huntley with the Drum Major for Justice 
Award and introduced the audience to Candi Castleberry-Singleton for the 
keynote address.

����������	����������(�X������)��&&����������)�������������������	��
during his introduction of the scholarship program, is “looking for young 
men who follow the precepts of Alpha Phi Alpha” in their lives and stud-
��(���������<������������������	��#��	��������	������)��	
������
��
School; Mekhi Henderson, St. John’s Jesuit; Kevin Foster, Start High School; 
Kam’Ron Jones, St. John’s Jesuit and Thomas “TJ” Winston, Jr, Anthony 
Wayne High School.

Dominic, the son of Mark and Asha Barnes has been involved in music, 

��	�������	������$��	������(�#���������������%��������	����	�����������
will be majoring in mechanical engineering when he starts college, with a 
minor in music.

Mekhi, the son of Michael and Stephanie Henderson, is a member of the 
Diversity Committee and Culture Club, along with his involvement with Up-
ward Bound. He will have a major of psychology in college.

Kevin, the son Marvella Foster and Elijah Jones, is a football and track 

Wendi Huntley, 
Connecting Kids to 

Meals CEO TJ Winston 

Candi Castleberry-
Singleton Kevin Foster Dominic Barnes ... continued on page 9
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Cubana
by JaQuavis Coleman

How to be
an Artist
by Jerry Saltz

Happiness
Becomes You
by Tina Turner

The Devil They
Made Me
by Shea Swain

toledolibrary.org

419.259.5200

WHAT
WE’RE
READING
NOW

Open for     healing

OPEN FOR YOU
From preventative 
care to treatment of 
complex orthopaedic 
and rehabilitation 
needs, we are open to 
serve our community.

utmc.utoledo.edu

Tyree, UTMC Physical 
Therapy Patient

star, a participant in Upward Bound and a member of the National Honors 
Society. He will attend Northern Ohio to major in mechanical engineering 
and continue his football career.

Kam’Ron, the son of Tia Wright and grandson of Greg Wright, has been a 
member of the cross country and track teams and is an All-Academic in the 
conference. He is part of Toledo Excel and an active volunteer with a number 
of programs. He will major in civil engineering.

Thomas, the son of Thomas and Kelli Winston, plays football and basket-
ball, participates in Jack and Jill of America, Youth Leadership Toledo and 
volunteers with the Boys and Girls Club. He will attend Butler University, 
major in biology and play Division I football.

 In his introduction of Huntley, this year’s Drum Major honoree, John C. 
Jones, breakfast committee chairman and chapter vice president, called the 
honor, “the highest award we give within the community.” Martin Luther 
King, Jr. “spoke about the qualities one needs to be connected to greatness,” 
said Jones. He cited a King quote: “Everybody can be great because every-
body can serve.”

Huntley is the CEO/executive director of Connecting Kids to Meals. A 
Notre Dame Academy graduate, she earned an undergraduate degree from 
Bowling Green State University and a law degree from The Ohio State Uni-
versity.

“We serve the underserved,” said Huntley of her agency, which provides 
healthy nutritious meals for thousands of Toledo area youngsters year round. 
“It’s a privilege to work with my staff who are so committed and really care 
about the children in our community.”

Huntley expressed her evident pleasure at being honored and explained the 
reason for her commitment to working to help those in the community.

“I am humbled to receive this award and humbled to be called a leader. I 
have a service heart and that comes from my parents. They instilled in me 
the care we have to have for one another. We are part of the tapestry we call 
this community.”

This year’s mistress of ceremonies, Kristian Brown of 13 abcTV, called 

Kam’Ron Jones 

Huntley, “the epitome of a phenomenal woman.”
This year’s speaker, Castleberry-Singleton, is vice president of Diversity 

Partnership Strategy & Engagement at Twitter and the founder of the Dignity 
& Respect Campaign and other innovative programs on diversity and inclu-
sion, employee and community engagement, and work-life integration. She 
has developed successful strategies and initiatives in technology, telecom-
munications and healthcare with Xerox, Sun Microsystems, Motorola and 
UPMC. She is well-known for her commitment to organizational behavior 
change and inspiring people and communities to work better together.

Castleberry-Singleton earned her bachelor’s degree from UC Berkeley, an 
MBA from Pepperdine and completed the Stanford Executive Human Re-
sources program.

John Jones introduced Castleberry-Singleton and conducted a question and 
answer session with her. Opening their discussion Jones asked Castleberry-
Singleton what she would have described as a “low-low” for the past year 
and what she had experienced as a “high-high.”

Of course, the answer to the “low-low” was easily anticipated.
“If you have not been touched personally [by COVID], you should feel 

grateful,” she said. “It doesn’t feel like the US where we all expected to grow 
up in.”

Castleberry-Singleton’s sister is a physician, she explained, and the ter-

... continued on page 12
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Social Security Column

Five Ways SSA.GOV Saves You Time 
By Erin Thompson, Social Security Public Affairs Specialist in Toledo, OH
Guest Column

Our online tools and services save you time and make your life easier.  
W���	�������<��	��	���������	�������(������������%�����������&��
����������	�
make your life easier:

�(������������	������	������)�����)������������	���������	���>�����
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����������&�	����
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�%�����-
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and emails.   
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�������������
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Increasing Wealth in the Black Community
By Paul Hubbard
Guest Column
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guided by
goals

2920 W. Central Ave., Toledo | 419-537-9300
1707 Cherry St., Toledo | 419-214-4302

(Inside the Seaway Marketplace)

YourPremierBank.com  .  Member FDIC

When you say goals. We say, let’s go! Our 
local teams are here to bring your ideas to life.
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Taxpayer Advocacy Panel (TAP)   

Want to improve the IRS? SPEAK UP 
Andrea Price, TAP member representing Ohio
The Truth Contributor

The Taxpayer Advocacy Panel is comprised of civic-minded citizen volun-
teers from all walks of life representing each state, D.C., Puerto Rico and an 
international member (citizens living, working or doing business abroad). TAP 
is a Federal Advisory Committee whose mission is to listen to taxpayers, iden-
tify taxpayers’ issues and make suggestions for improving the IRS service and 
customer satisfaction.

Everyone has something to say about taxes and the IRS. Please take a mo-
ment to give us your suggestions for TAP to consider by contacting one of the 
following:

TAP Ohio member: tapohioandreaprice@gmail.com
Call Toll-free at:1-888-912-1227
Website: www.improveirs.org 
The Taxpayer Advocate Service (TAS) is your voice at the IRS. TAS is re-

quired to report annually to Congress under Section 7803(c)(2)(B)(ii) of the 
Internal Revenue Code (IRC). 

 National Taxpayer Advocate introductory remarks to Congress- 2020 
Year Annual Report

������������R)<���%��������������	���	�
	
�������	
������	��	������-
����������	
������
	���	����=��������Q��	�����������!����	���}Q�!�~��
�������E��������E����	������=������&�������	�������
�	�������	����������
fully transparent about its struggles. Four areas stand out: 

 1. Millions of taxpayers experienced lengthy delays in receiving their 
tax refunds(������
	���	����=����������E�����������������E������	������%��
refunds, and the average refund in recent years has exceeded $2,500. Particu-
larly for low-income taxpayers, timely receipt of refunds can be critical. In 
����������������������
	���	�����������������	��������(������������������
IRS’s inability to timely open and process the roughly 16 million paper tax 
�����	��������%��(�������=����������������E��������$����������	�����������-
funds, yet they had to wait many months longer than usual to receive them.  
According to an update posted on the IRS website, there were still 7.1 million 
unprocessed individual returns and 2.3 million unprocessed business returns 
as of November 24, with some dated as early as April 15 — more than seven 
months earlier. 

������	����������������	����������������������������R)<���������������	���-
����(�Q�������������������	������	
�����	�������������������
������������
	���
to detect fraudulent wage or identity theft-based claims. For many years, the 
���������%��
�	��������
�� ����������%�� ������� ����	
� ��� ����	��������� ����
�����������	����

��(��������&��������������	����	������&������������R)�
	��������E��������������	��������&�������	���������	��	�����	�������R)�����
delayed both in sending notices and in processing taxpayer responses. Overall, 

�����R)<�����������������

����(������	������	��
claiming refunds. For about 25 percent of the 
�����	����

������� 	�����%�������	�� ����	���
took longer than 56 days. For about 18 percent 
������������	����

���������	����%�������	����-
funds took longer than 120 days.  While we sup-
port the IRS’s goal of identifying and preventing 
fraudulent refund claims, we encourage the IRS 

THE BUTCHER’S DELUXE PACKAGE
4 (5 oz.) Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins

4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops

4 Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 lb. pkg.)

8 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers

8 (3 oz.) Gourmet Jumbo Franks

8 (3.8 oz.) Individual Scalloped Potatoes

8 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets

Steak Seasoning (1 oz.)

$298.87* separately

INTRODUCTORY PRICE $129.99

TRY THE EXCLUSIVE OMAHA STEAKS
BUTCHER’S CUT TOP SIRLOIN
     Taller, thicker steaks, expertly hand-cut.

     Double-trimmed for 100% fl awless bites.   

     Aged 21 days for the most tenderness.

The best steaks of your life or your money back.

FREE PORK CHOPS & 
CHICKEN BREASTS
Get even more for the 

holidays when you buy 

this package today!

*Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. Limit 2. 4 free (4 oz.) pork chops and 4 free chicken breasts 

(1 lb. pkg.) will be sent to each shipping address that includes (66762). Free product(s) may be substituted. Standard S&H added per address. Off er available

while supplies last. Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Cannot be combined with other off ers. Other restrictions may apply. All purchases

acknowledge acceptance of Terms of Use. Visit omahasteaks.com/termsof-useOSI or call 1-800-228-9872 for a copy. Expires 1/31/21.

Shop Now! OmahaSteaks.com/dinner345 or call 1.888.384.1335
and ask for free pork chops and chicken breasts with off er 66762MMB

Embrace the warmth of family and create

oments  

HOLIDAYPERFECT 

Send gifts they’ll love, make meals they’ll 

remember... with Omaha Steaks, Christmas 

this year will be worth the wait. 

�����	�	���������	������������������������������	������������
�����������-
sion. 

2. Millions of eligible individuals did not receive some or all of the EIPs 
for which they were eligible. Last spring, the IRS took the position that it 
generally would not correct EIP mistakes in 2020. We pointed out that the 
CARES Act directed the IRS to pay EIPs “as rapidly as possible,” and we 
urged the IRS — both internally and externally through our mid-year report 
and in blogs — to correct EIP underpayments in 2020. As 2020 progressed, the 
�R)��
���������E����������
��������Q�!����&�����������	
��	����&����������
could be corrected through automation. The IRS did not create programming 
�����������	������=�����	������	�%����������	����	���)�����&�����	���%�	�
then, only a limited number of issues could be manually corrected. While the 
IRS’s inclination to use automation wherever possible is understandable in 
light of its human resource constraints, its approach left taxpayers frustrated 
and without the funds some of them desperately needed. 

The IRS is quickly issuing the second round of stimulus payments autho-
rized by the COVID-19 relief provisions included in the Consolidated Appro-
priations Act, 2021, signed into law on December 27, 2020. I am optimistic the 
�����	������	��������������������	��������$��������������
����������������	�
2021, and to the extent there are any inconsistencies or errors, taxpayers will 
&���&�����������������������������	
��������������	�������E������	���������
than waiting for the IRS to correct erroneous payment amounts. 

3. Millions of taxpayers received late notices bearing dates that had 
passed and, in many cases, response deadlines that also had passed. Dur-
ing the time crucial IRS functions were shut down last spring, the IRS au-
tomatically generated more than 31.2 million notices. By the time the IRS 
was ready to mail them, the dates on the notices had passed, some by several 
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Increasing Wealth... continued from page 10

Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

4 0 4 5  A  L a n g s t o n  P l a c e ,  S y l v a n i a ,  O h i o  4 3 5 6 0
P :  4 1 9 - 8 4 2 - 8 4 8 0   E :  i n v e s t e k m a n a g e m e n t . c o m

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample
storage, high ceilings and
breath-taking views! Stop in
today to see our beautifully
landscaped grounds, resort-like
swimming pool and clubhouse
with its fully-equipped fitness
center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.

Paul Hubbard

Improve IRS... continued from page 11

months, and some notices included response dead-
lines that also had passed. Nevertheless, the IRS 
mailed 18.9 million notices (after purging the bal-
ance). The IRS included an “insert” with about 1.8 
million notices because it needed to give taxpay-
ers an extension of time to act. However, the IRS 
failed to include these inserts with other notices 
that should have contained them and had to issue 
supplemental letters informing affected taxpayers 
of additional extensions. 

Late notices caused considerable confusion and 
anxiety for taxpayers who feared they had missed 
critical response or payment deadlines. At the time 
�� ����� &��

��� �&���� ���� ������	� 	� "�	��� ���
believed it was a one-time occurrence. We were 
wrong. During November 2020, the IRS was un-

able to timely mail out over 11 million additional 
notices after they were automatically generated. 
+$���������������������R)����
�������	�����	�-
tices that could not be mailed timely. The nearly 
�%������	� ����		
� ����� ��	��%��	������ ����
&�	
�������	������&����	��"�	����(����������
the IRS is including yet another insert extending the 
response time. The IRS must take steps to ensure 
this does not happen a third time. 

4. Public information about the status of IRS 
���������
����������

�����������
���
���
���-
cient. While the IRS took some steps to keep the 
public informed about COVID-19-related delays, 
particularly later in the year, taxpayers often did 
not understand what was happening with their tax 
returns, refunds, balances, or EIPs. Many taxpay-
ers called the IRS or TAS simply to get information 
because they did not have access to the IRS web-
site, did not know how frequently the IRS updated 
its website information, or did not know where to 

turn to obtain information. The IRS could have 
placed a “COVID-19 Dashboard” on its website 
and updated its estimate of the number of returns 
it was processing weekly and the anticipated time 
for payment of refunds.11 It could have issued 
weekly news releases to publicize this informa-
tion. Similarly, the IRS could have posted a chart 
listing the major sources of EIP problems and in-
dicating which ones it would address and when. It 
also could have provided more detailed informa-
tion about the status of its operations. 

For much of the year, relatively limited infor-
mation was released, and comments made by IRS 
������������	������	������������������	
(�����
�E��������R)���������������������
�	�����������-
���	���������	������������&�����"���(�X�	���&-
servers reasonably interpreted those statements as 
indicating the IRS would be fully operational. In 
fact, some operations continued at limited capac-
ity, bringing only a small percentage of employees 
	�����������������������������������>�����������
����	�	
(��������	���� �����������	
������	�� ��
strongly urge the agency to widely disseminate 
weekly updates on any processing delays and on 
the status of agency operations both on its website 
and through weekly news releases. 

The challenges created by the COVID-19 
������������������������������������"�#�������
season and possibly for months longer, affect-
ing both the IRS and taxpayers. 

tion, etc. White and Asian millennials are not 
experiencing these problems on the same level.

However, the US economy will have a lot of 
future opportunities after the virus with a new 
president and vice president along with Demo-
cratic control of Congress.

Now is the time for African-American millen-
nials and African Americans in general to start 
thinking and planning about generating wealth. 
You do not need a lot of money to get started 
in order to generate wealth. Let’s take a look at 
some areas we can consider.

Stocks: Doesn’t take a lot of money to get 
�������� ������ 	%���� �
��(��������	�	�������	-
ner to assist you. You may be able to get started 
with $500 to $1000. Look at tech stocks, social 
media stocks, self-driving cars stocks, cashless 
payment stocks.

Bonds: Earnings on many bonds are tax free 
because you are investing in government im-
provements.

Options: Takes a little more money to invest 

but this is a way to cut down on your risk. You 
pay a fee to buy stock if it increases to a future 
price. If it doesn’t increase, you don’t have to 
buy the stock but you lose your fee.

Bitcoins: Cryptocurrency .This is online cur-
rency that replaces money. People buy and sell it 
as they do with stock. You can also use bitcoins 
to buy products and services online. If you buy 
bitcoins you want the value to increase.

My son, Paul A. Hubbard, who is in the health 
care industry says that this is a good industry to 
invest in.

My daughter, Melissa Winbush, who is a wealth 
manager, says, “Our community needs to do a 
better job preparing for our next generation. We 
need to explore avenues that foster generational 
wealth like estate planning.”

Real Estate: This is one of the easiest ways to 
start wealth growth. We have to live somewhere 
so why not own where we live instead of paying 
someone else. There are a lot of programs that 
can help us buy real estate. There are a few, down 
payment assistance program��� ��������� �����
buyer grants, bridge loans and grants, and VA 

zero down loans. If you have a low credit score, 
a credit repair program can help. You can invest 
in rental property to rent out. You can buy houses 
that need repair at a low cost and sell them at a 
�
���������}���	
~(��������������������
�	�����
assist you.

Where there is a WILL to increase your 
WEALTH there is a way. There are also people 
and programs that can assist you.

ror her family has felt on a day-by-day basis kept 
them “literally praying.”

Given the inconsistent impact of COVID on mi-
nority communities and the government’s uneven 
response, she noted that “COVID showed us who 
we really were in America – it put a spotlight on 
��	����	
����������
��	
����(�

She replied that if there was a high point for the 
���������������&�	�����������	
������	���������	�
to use technology. In Castleberry-Singleton’s fam-
ily, they structured a weekly Zoom call “to stay 
informed and connected,” a practice they are com-
mitted to continue, well past the time that COVID 
is no longer an all-consuming issue.

“What can we do to address the issue of inequi-

���3����$���"�	������*�����&�����)	
����	(
She replied with a three-part answer – a thor-

ough examination of how she feels the world can 
begin to change.

First, “we have to develop a level of respect for 
people who are different from us,” she said. “We 
should be treated with dignity and respect …. And 
we should treat everyone with dignity and respect 
… and equity and inclusion begin with treating 
everyone with dignity and respect.”

Second, she said, we have to get out of our com-
fort zones. People have a tendency, said Castle-
berry-Singleton, “to interact only with people like 
us – we have to reach out, make new friends.” She 
stressed that if an individual was constantly going 
into rooms where everyone looks like him or her, 
it’s time to reassess the social situation. “Become 

allies of people who are different from us.”
Third, get “evidence that you are more than an 

accomplice.” She advised people to “have cour-
age.” The courage, she said, to stand up for change, 
“having courage to just not be a bystander.” 

Overall, Castleberry-Singleton asked people “to 
understand that intent does not equal impact … 
gain an awareness of what happens.” She noted 
that an entire community can be offended by re-
marks even though the speaker might have had the 
best of intentions with his statement or comment.

Pastor Brandon Tucker is the chapter president 
�����������+��&����	��R������*(�"��$��	�������
Breakfast Committee co-chairman.

This year’s MLK Breakfast was coordinated by 
������������	��
�	���� �� �������� X#Q(�����-
deus Washington is the president.

MLK Scholarship... continued from page 9
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SSA.GOV... continued from page 10

c.2021
Simon & Schuster

  $28.00 / $37.00 Canada 
259 pages

Kamala’s Way: An American Life by Dan 
Morain
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

The Truth Contributor

One step at a time.
That’s how you get anywhere: methodical, 

with purpose, one foot in front of the other 
until you get where you’re going. You never 
waver. You never take shortcuts, side roads, 
or easy-outs, and as in Kamala’s Way by 
Dan Morain, you keep your eyes on the goal 
every minute of the journey.

At this point in time, Kamala Harris almost needs no introduction.
Much of what you need to know is summed up in this: says Morain, she 

“misses little and forgets even less.”  Still, a lot of things about her life were left 
out of her biography, The Truths We Hold, or ignored by most articles written 
about her.

Much has been said about Harris’ mother but little has been said about her 
father, for example. Harris herself has said that they were “not close,” and Mo-
rain offers reasons why, as well as some background on Harris’ paternal side.

Outside of California, Harris’ rise to political fame might be perceived as 
meteoric, but the truth is that it took more than 30 years of focus. While study-
ing at Howard University, Harris worked as an intern in Senator Alan Crans-
��	<�������¢�����������	
�����*�����	��&����E��������&��������������������
�����	������������������*��	���������������	��<���������	������
��������$�
���������¢��������$���	������������������)�	����	��������	���=���������-
��������������������������������������	��������&��*��	���	�	�����)�	�����	��
is now in the second-highest position in America. Along the way, as one can 
expect from a no-nonsense woman, there were controversies.

Morain shares little-discussed details of Harris’ relationship with bigger-
���	����������#���	������������������)�	����	����(��������������������
Harris’ vow not to call for the death penalty on any California inmate. He ex-
plains the strange tie between Harris and Kimberly Guilfoyle.  And he writes 
��������������
������	
����	���	������	<����������������������������§����-
one’s] feelings.”

���������������������Kamala’s Way, hold it in your hands, and think a min-
���(�����������������&�
������������������������3������������	����<%����-
������������&������������	���������&��$¢�	���������������	�X���	��&�������
�����>���������������&�(����������������������	��¨�����������������%�	<�������
¨�����������	
3

Probably, yes, if you’re excited beyond measure to have Kamala Harris as 

There are a few ways you can identify a scam call or email.  Remember 
that we will never:

���������	���������&�	���������	��	���������������������
�������	��	�����
�����������	�������e.

��!��������&�	����	����������������������	���	��E���	
�����������	�(
• Require payment by retail gift card, cash, wire transfer, internet currency, 

or prepaid debit card.
������	�������������������	���	��	
���)�����)������������������&���(
��)�	������������������������������	��		
������	�������	���&���	�����-

tion via email.
����������	�����%���	
�	
�&��	�������������
�	���������	�$�����������

contact you.  Again, if you get a suspicious call claiming to be from Social 
)���������������������	
�����	��������� ���
���������������W������������
�	����������	���������
(���(
�%(��

�����������	���&����)�����)������������*�	������¡���!��	�¡����R�-
tirement

)����� )������� &�	����� ���� ����� ��� ���� �������	�� ���	� ��� ������� �%����
������	����$��(��������<������	
�������	�����������%������	����)�����
)�������������������$	��������������������&�	��������&�(����������	�����
payments may be a vital part of your retirement income.

���&���������&�	���������	���	�����������������	������	
���������$-
	
�������(���
��������������		
���������	��
����&�	����(����������������
�����������������	<�����$���������������		
��������&�	��������	������
be lower than if you had worked steadily.  Even if you have never worked 
under Social Security, you ����&���&������
���������<���������	��&�	�������
you are at least 62 years old and your spouse receives retirement or disability 

&�	����(��
Our online retirement portal at www.ssa.gov/retirement is a great place to 

start mapping out your retirement plan.  There, we provide important infor-
����	�����������������$	��(�������E���������%��������	������@��

���	����������������������������������	��&�	����3
�����������	�������	����������%��3
������������������������������������	��&�	����3
���������������������&������������������������������������	��&�	����3
You can use your personal my Social Security account at www.ssa.gov/

�������	�����
����	�	���	��������������������������������	��&�	����(��¡���
��	������������������������������	
�������������	��&�	��������������	���
��(��

#�	������������������&�������������&��������	��������(�����	�����������
����%	
�)�����)��������������	��&�	���������&����������������������
�����>�������������%��&�	������	������������(��¡�����	�����	������������(
���(
�%�&�	����(� �!������������ ���� 	�������	����� �������	�� ���	��� ���
help them prepare for retirement.  

*Produced at Taxpayer Expense

Vice President, because 
Morain gives details on 
Harris’ life that will be 
new to a good number 
of readers, especially 
political outsiders and 
non-Californians. These 
are the things Har-
ris herself has avoided 
discussing, but Morain 
hasn’t.

They’re not all hot-
&����	�� ����
�¢� 	� ������
Morain shares stories 
of Harris when the cam-
eras are gone, and he 
does it in a way that’s 
not sensational or tab-
������(� �	������� �<��
thorough, honest, and a 
quick-to-read education 
about our new Second 
in Command, so if you 
think you don’t know 
much about her, add it 
to your Must-Read pile. 

Having Kamala’s Way 
is a great next step.
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CLASSIFIEDS        

FREE JOB TRAINING - Earn your Manufac-
turering Skill Standards Council CERTIFIED 
PRODUCTION TECHINCIAN certificate in 8 
weeks.  Classes start January 25th (9am-
1pm Mon - Fri). Call Sue at 419-243-9178 
for more information or to register.

 

RFQ BUILDING ENVELOPE/
WEATHERPROOFING PROJECT

Request for Qualification (RFQ) to Hire an 
Architect/Engineer (A/E), Inquiry # FY21-30, 
Project #1130-21-232.  The University of To-
ledo intends to retain professional services for 
�������	
�������	����������������������������
Project Construction Cost: $2,000,000. Please 
mail your response to The University of Tole-

��������� ������ !�����"�� %&'� &*+6;<=�� ��������
#1130-21-232, MS 216, 2801 W. Bancroft St., To-
ledo, Ohio 43606 or bring directly to the Universi-
ty of Toledo, Plant Operations, Room 1060, 2925 
East Rocket Drive, Toledo, Ohio 43606. DATE: 
Friday, January 15, 2021, TIME: 2:30 p.m. All 
questions and inquiries can be emailed directly 
to robert.waddle@utoledo.edu.  For a copy of the 
RFQ visit our Construction Website: http://www.
utoledo.edu/facilities/construction/ or. http://ofcc.
ohio.gov  Please reference Inquiry # FY21-30, 
Project #1130-21-232, Building Envelope/Weath-
������������������������������
���?�����	������
�
include 6 (six) copies and 1 (one) electronic copy 
of the SF 330 Form with your response.

The Sylvania Township Fire Department is seeking candidates for a Full-time Administrative Assistant to 
�����
������
�����K����L������������"��?�����
�����	���
K����������������������������� ���	�
�����V�������
limited to the preparation of monthly reports and Agenda items for the Board of Trustees meetings; coor-

���������?�����������
�K�����������?����		�������������Z���������������
�K�����������?�V�
������������Z�
��
�����
���������?���������������������?�����
�����K������������	��

Additional information concerning this position is available at www.sylvaniatownship.com.  Three -Five 
[<�\�]^�"�������_���������
K�������������_���������������?����
����������������`�������������������
K��-
�����������������������������	���	"���	���
�V����������	
�����	������?����
���

Please submit cover letter, resume, references, and salary expectations by 4:00 pm Friday, January 29, 
2021 to:  Human Resources, Sylvania Township 4927 N. Holland-Sylvania Rd., Sylvania, OH  43560 or 
by e-mail to:  HR@sylvaniatownship.com.  

Sylvania Township, an Equal Opportunity Employer, does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity and gender expression, national or ethnic origin, age, 
status as an individual with a disability, protected veteran status, genetic information, political beliefs, 
marital/family/parental status, or other protected classes under state or federal law. Sylvania Township 
is committed to an inclusive welcoming work environment with cultural diversity and a drug-free, nicotine-
free workplace.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Lucas Metropolitan Housing (LMH), located 
in Toledo, OH is seeking experienced ap-
plicants for the following position(s): Vice 
President of Resident Services. For com-
plete details, visit https://www.lucasmha.org 
and click on Careers. Deadline: 02/05/21. 
This is a Section 3 covered position. HUD 
recipients are encouraged to apply and are 
to indicate on the application if you are a 
LMHA Public Housing client or Housing 
Choice Voucher Program participant. Per-
sons with disabilities are encouraged to ap-
ply. NO PHONE CALLS. Equal employment 
opportunity shall be afforded to all qualified 
persons without regard to age, race, color, 
religion, religious creed, gender, military 
status, ancestry, disability, handicap, sex-
ual orientation, genetic information or na-
tional origin.

 
 

Call to place your ad: 

419-243-0007

www.TheTruth
Toledo.com

FRONT DESK ATTENDANT

The City of Fremont is accepting applications 
for a part-time Front Desk Attendant at its 
Recreation Department.

• Starting pay $8.80.
• Work hours will vary and may include eve-
nings, weekends, and some holidays.
• Work is normally performed under the su-
pervision of a permanent/full-time employee.

Please direct any questions to Recreation 
Department Superintendent, Cody Bischoff 
at 419.334.5906. A properly completed online 
application must be submitted in order to be 
considered.

Start a Career in Healthcare?
or
Achieve Your DREAM!

Earn from $10.00 to $34.00/hr.

FREE Short Term Trainings in:
STNA, LPN, RN
Home Health Aide
Pharmacy Technician
EMT/Paramedic
Dental Services
Behavioral Health

To Learn More Call (419) 213-6388

HPOG is part of a study funded by the fed-
eral government which is being conducted 
to determine how these training opportuni-
ties help people improve their skills and find 
better jobs. During the study, all new eligi-
ble applicants will be selected by lottery to 
participate in these training opportunities. 
Not all eligible applicants will be selected.

SEEKING A VISUAL AND 
QUALITATIVE REPORT

The Mental Health & Recovery Services 
Board of Lucas County (MHRSB) seeks to 
fund an individual or organization to develop 
a visual and qualitative report and presenta-
tion based on quantitative data collected by 
the MHRSB. This information will be used 
as a baseline report to the community on the 
}~%����� ���	��� �����"� �??������ �������	��
are to be delivered no later than 5:00 p.m. 
ET on January 22, 2021. All questions should 
be submitted to crs@lcmhrsb.oh.gov. Details 
regarding the project deliverables and sub-
K�������������������� 	�����
��������}~%�����
website: http://www.lcmhrsb.oh.gov/public-
notice/.
 

HEARTLAND OF PERRYSBURG 
JOB OPENINGS

 1.  Heartland of Perrysburg has immediate 
openings in their Dietary Department. Open-
ings are for FT Cook, PT Cook, FT/PT Dietary 
Aides. Wage is based on experience. We of-
fer flexible scheduling, excellent benefits. For 
more information please call 567-336-4015.
  
2.  Heartland of Perrysburg has immedi-
ate openings in their Housekeeping Depart-
ment. Openings are for FT Floor Tech, FT/
PT Housekeepers. Wage is based on experi-
ence.  We offer flexible scheduling, excellent 
benefits. For more information please call 
567-336-4015.
 

PC SUPPORT SPECIALIST

Lucas County Children Services is seeking 
a PC Support Specialist. If interested review 
requirements and apply at www.lucaskids.
net.  EOE Valuing Diversity
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The Toledo Catholic Diocese celebrated Kingdom Day, a day of living the 
dream, at Saint Joseph Catholic Church in Sylvania on Sunday, January 17 
and presented its Drum Major Awards to Suzette Crowell, CEO of the Toledo 
Urban Federal Credit Union; Earl D. Mack Jr., president of the Toledo Buf-
�����)��������	��������������	�������	����������	���	���X����	�����-
munity activist, adjunct professor at Owens Community College and retired 
�������������������(

According to the Diocese the honorees “openly and actively, support social 
=������������������� ���������������� ������ ����	��������%�� ���������	���
and strive for racial equality.”

“Today, it was an awesome lifetime achievement and honor to receive the 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s 2021 Drum Major Award. Dr. King, was the 
Drum Major for justice; he was the Drum Major for peace; and he was the 
Drum Major for righteousness; Dr. King was also the moral compass of a na-
tion. I am so honored to receive this award in representation of Dr. King and 
what he stood for,” said Mack.

 “As the leader of the Toledo Buffalo Soldiers, I receive this awesome 
honor, standing on the shoulders of our members as well as the shoulders of 
our supporters. Your unwavering commitment and dedication to peace and 
enhancing the quality of life for children and their families in the communi-
ties we serve, is the reason for this recognition.”

 Madison spoke of the Word the Toledo Diocese, Bishop Thomas delivered 
before the ceremony. “His message was simple yet profound. He said, ‘dur-
ing these times of a pandemic, civil unrest and political chaos, we should 
hear with our ears but listen with our heart, we should look with our eyes but 
see with our mind and soul.’ That really struck a chord with me! We should 
all strive to apply those principles as we continue in the work of serving our 
community. Earl Mack, Suzette Cowell, Bishop Daniel Thomas, Anita Madison

The Toledo Diocese Honors Its Drum Majors
By Fletcher Word

Sojourner’s Truth Editor

Bisa Butler

 Here to serve the community. 

Dr. Lawrence E. Monger Jr. 

Now Accepting New Patients

Dr. Monger is a veteran of the United States Army with over 25 
years of Internal Medicine experience caring for patients in both 
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Toledo Museum of 
Art Reopens for MLK 
Unity Day

On Monday, the Toledo Museum of Art reopened its doors in time to help 
the community celebrate MLK Day. Hundreds of families waited in line out-
side in the cold to gain access to the museum’s exhibits, particularly the 

“Radical Tradition: Amer-
ican Quilts and Social 
Change.”

This quilt by Bisa But-
ler is titled “The Storm, 
the Whirlwind and the 
Earthquake.” The large 
piece of art (88 inches by 
50 inches) is a portrait of 
Frederick Douglass and is 
crafted from cotton, silk, 
wool and velvet – quilted 
and appliqued.

The Bishop had a special blessing and encouraging words of gratitude for 
each of us! “


