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Michael Ashford

... continued on page 3

We should not permit our grievances to overshadow our opportunities.     
                           -  Booker T. Washington

For Such a Time as This
By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, Ph.D.

The Truth Contributor

Desperate to dethrone President Trump and a recalcitrant Republican-led 
U.S. Senate, the Lucas County Democratic Party has a critical decision to 
make. With voters being told to avoid crowds and practice social distancing 
because of COVID-19, the Dems face a potential disruption in the looming 
2020 general election process while the local Party is reeling from its internal 
leadership crisis. 

In politics, turnout is everything, and 30,000 Democrats in Lucas County 
failed to participate in the 2018 midterm elections. The number who disengage 
from the electoral process could swell in November 2020 as voters will have 
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Lucas County Dems, facing the clear and present danger of COVID-19, will 
�������������	����������
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can lead the Party in a time of crisis. 

Who is the right person for this time, position, and place?
I caught up with former state representative Michael Ashford, who makes 

his case to become chairman of the Lucas County Democratic Party for such 
a time as this. 

Perryman: First of all, why are you running for the Chair of the Lucas 
County Democratic Party?

Ashford: I’m running because I’ve been part of the Democratic Party for 
over 20 years. We have so much at stake, especially during the 2020 Presiden-
tial election and given the fact that we are living amid a pandemic. It will be a 
challenge to elect Democratic Party candidates. They need the help and new 
leadership to make sure that we continue to win these races in Lucas County 
and elsewhere.

At one point, the Lucas County Democratic Party was the most prominent 
Party in the State of Ohio. Still, we noticed that many people had walked away.  
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that to help the Party grow and move forward.  

Perryman: What is your assessment of the Party’s effectiveness, culture, 
goals, and stance on the issues?

Ashford: I have not seen the Party have goals in the past; that’s why I de-
cided to run. I plan to put together a dynamic team to rebuild the Party and its 
infrastructure to get a lot of people engaged. So, I will put goals in place to 
ensure that we are recruiting right; goals to make sure that we are identifying 
great candidates; and fundraising goals. I then, will put benchmarks in place to 
make sure that people are being held accountable.

Perryman:��	���������������
������	����
�������������
��������	�����
Ashford: Anybody can apply if they are 18 years old and a registered voter.  
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in and understand what it takes to move the Party forward.  Unfortunately, my 

opponent doesn’t have 
�	��� ������������ � $%���
been part of a guberna-
torial campaign and part 
of a presidential cam-
paign. I’ve been part of 
state reps’ campaigns 
that I have personally 
run.  So, you should 
	���� ������������ � &���
I like the current guy, 
he’s a nice guy, but he 
doesn’t have that depth 
or breadth of knowledge 
and understanding.  

The other most impor-
tant critical part is that 
as a candidate and as an 
�������� �������"� $� 	����
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the knowledge to work 
with people who are 
running and bring them 
resources.  My oppo-
nent doesn’t have that. 
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Perryman: ����
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Ashford: I was the top fundraiser in Toledo when I was on city council, and I 

was also one of the top fundraisers in Columbus. Fundraising is vital because it 
helps you get your message out.  People have to clearly understand that politi-
cians or candidates don’t get anything free. They have to pay for the yard signs, 
pay for the print ads, and have to pay for TV, radio, etc. So, for you to get your 
message out, you would have to raise money to get to that point.  

Not only do candidates have to raise money, the Party has to raise money 
to make sure that we support candidates and get our message out too.  So 
�������
���� �
� �������� �#�������� �
� ������	���� ��
�"� ���� $� 	���� �	�� ������-
ence of fundraising.  When I was a minority whip in Columbus, I raised about 
$400,000 in a little over two years.  I also, in my eight years there, wrote up 
to about $125,000 worth of checks.  In my role as city councilperson I raised 
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everybody, you just don’t keep it for yourself, you make sure other Democratic 
candidates or incumbents get elected by supporting their campaign.  So that’s 
the importance of fundraising.  If you’ve never done fundraising, don’t get in 
this game.

Perryman: One of the knocks on Mike Ashford has been that you are often 
seen as divisive. 

Ashford:  Well, let me respond to that.  I’ve been involved in over 70 cam-
paigns, and when people start throwing things out there, that means they’re 
nervous.  I’ve learned early on in my career I don’t worry about name-calling 
������	����������������������	������������
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answer because I want people to understand this.  

Divisive?  My opponent has openly told people he would not work with the 
unions. He’s anti-union.  How much more divisive can you get than that?  My 
successful track record speaks for itself.  I’ve been able to work with every-
body, Democrats and Republicans.  The Pew Institute honored me for being 
�	����
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lending. I helped over a million people in the State of Ohio get free of this 
predatory lending practice. And, I got more than half the Republicans to sup-
port that bill in Columbus, more than half.  And if you’re divisive like they say 
I am, you wouldn’t get 100 percent of the Democratic support and 50 percent 



Page 3May 27, 2020 ��������	
��
�
��
	��

The Diagnosis After COVID-19
By Lafe Tolliver, Esq

Guest Column

...continued on page 12
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HOME MORTGAGES

Watch James’ story and 
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Every part 
personalized.

JAMES BAILEY | FIRST-TIME HOMEOWNER

Dear Eagle, 

We wanted a backyard and enough 

bedrooms for all of us. When we got our 
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Sincerely, James Bailey
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Anthony Bouyer

...continued on page 6

Human Rights Violations in the 21ST Century 
of African Americans in the United States? 
By Anthony Bouyer, PhD

Guest Column

The subject of human rights has always been a debatable topic for 
years and will continue to be discussed as human rights are ever-evolv-
ing and expanding to include new rights. 

One could argue that the most important right humans have is the 
right to life. All humans, no matter what their position is in life, know 
of and understand the basic right to life. 

Beyond the basic right to life bestowed on all humans for having 
membership in the human race, comes conceptualization and the in-
terpretations of rights. Norberto Bobbio (translated by Allan Cameron) 
describes human rights as “Those recognition is a necessary condition 
for the improvement of humanity of the development of civilization”  

What is considered a right, beyond breathing? Patrick Hayden (The 
Philosophy of Human Rights, 2001), states the rights one has, by just 
being human, are both justifiable moral claims and contested political 
realities (p. XV). The contested political realities of human rights have 
been the battleground for formulation of human rights.

Hayden discusses early political expressions of the moral claim to hu-
man equality are found in the American Declaration of Independence, 
which asserts “all men are created equal.”  The framers of the American 
Declaration of independence were far from accepting all humans as 
equals, as stated by French (2004), 

Benjamin Banneker, black surveyor and astronomer, eloquently ac-
claimed “the Declaration of Independence represented a sacred cov-
enant with God. Banneker chided Thomas Jefferson and his fellow 
American patriots for violating the spirit, if not the letter, of that cov-
enant “in detaining by fraud and violence so numerous a part of my 

brethren, under groaning captiv-
ity and cruel oppression.” 

One could ask the question, 
were the framers of the Declara-
tion of Independence without mo-
rality as the institution of slavery 
was founded on the notion that 
some individuals were less than 
human, such as Africans and in-
digenous peoples, even though 
they were members of the human 
family? 

Many will argue that the fram-
ers of the Declaration were re-
sponding to the time in which 
they lived. However, human 
rights had been a matter of dis-
cussion for hundreds of years 
prior to the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, as noted by Hayden, 
“Cicero contributed greatly to the theory of natural law, arguing that 
individuals have an obligation to respect their fellow human beings and 
that the laws of all political communities are legitimate only insofar as 
they conform to the higher law of nature.” 

Several months ago, I wrote an op-ed on Ohio Republican law mak-
ers attempting to introduce a new bill HB228 “Stand Your Ground.” If 
passed the bill would eliminate a person’s “duty to retreat” if they feel 
their life is in danger. In such a case, the shooters would have to “rea-
sonably believe” that they or someone else is in imminent danger, even 
if in hindsight that belief turns out to be wrong. Deadly force could also 
be deployed to prevent commission of a forcible felony such as a kid-
napping or assault. 

Why am I questioning human rights violations of African Americans 
today?  History is fascinating and cruel. History also teaches us to rec-
ognize our mistakes and learn from them so that we don’t repeat past 
cruelties. 

A chief justice once elaborated that the Declaration of Independence 
wasn’t created with black people in mind. And here’s why. Many people 
tend to know “routine” black history facts. Every year, the same names 
pop up in searches. Yet, although they’re important, what about the lit-
tle-known facts which are equally important. In several cases, American 
history tends to water down events in its past — those which show the 
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DIXIE
DIXIE CARS DIV. DIXIE AUTO LEASING INC

OFF LEASE - 4 DOOR SEDANS

419-476-8678

$2,500
THIRTY DAY WARRANTY

5876 N. DETROIT AVE.     TOLEDO, OHIO 43612

Local Agencies Discuss the Impact of 
Covid-19 on Vulnerable Communities
By Tricia Hall

Sojourner’s Truth Reporter

Ohio recently launched the Restart Ohio plan that will gradually re-open 
different industries and implement safety guidelines, but African Americans 
are still at a higher risk of a COVID-19- related death. Local agencies dis-
��
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�
during a 90-minute Facebook live event on Thursday, May 21, 2020. 

Wendi Huntley, the president of Connecting Kids to Meals, served as 
panel moderator. The panelists included: Rachel Gagnon, the director 
for Toledo-Lucas County Homelessness Board (TLCHB); Tina Gaston, 
�	�����
	���^���������������#�'������
�������&����6��������&��������
Northwest Ohio; Rosalyn Clemens, the director for Department of Neigh-
borhoods City of Toledo; Joaquin Cintron Vega, the president and CEO 
for Lucas Metropolitan Housing Authority (LMHA).

The panelists discussed how vulnerable populations and African-Amer-
ican communities are impacted in the areas of housing, homelessness and 
employment during this pandemic. 

Recent conversations had focused on how COVID-19 has impacted se-
����
�������������
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��Z	��������&����6��������&������
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for local efforts that protect this population. “We are making sure that 
our older population and seniors are getting enough resources during CO-
VID,” explained Gaston. “We see the anxiety from caregivers, family 
members and even the seniors. We have set-up efforts to conduct contact-
less wellness checks on seniors by phone calls. We check-in to see how 
they are doing and are they in need.” 

LMHA is another agency that is focused on a targeted community; 
LMHA manages many properties in the community and wanted to provide 
��������##���������������
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cally. “Our biggest initial challenge was communicating with the resi-
dents at the various sites,” explained Vega. “We wanted to provide ample 
information, set-up a plan, work with the Toledo-Lucas County Health 
Department, and implement active prevention. Once communication was 
established, we worked with our community partners to make sure that 
���	���
������	���������������	��
�
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�
to water, clothing and warmth.” 

The City of Toledo’s Department of Neighborhoods interacts with the 
community and local agencies through many different sub-departments 
and services. In addition to managing the recently announced mini-grant 
program and COVID-19 relief funds, the department oversees the federal 
housing related dollars that focus on homeless populations and service 
to low-to-moderate income communities. The department is preparing to 

�
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“This department is charged with many tasks including supporting qual-
ity housing, code enforcement, workforce development, and oversight of 
federal housing related dollars. Our community, the black community, 

Wendi Huntley, Connecting Kids to Meals CEO

is more likely to live 
in distressed housing, 
48 percent of African 
American city of Tole-
do residents live below 
the poverty line,” said 
Clemens.

According to the City 
of Toledo’s draft annual 
action plan, there are 
��� ���
�� ���� �������
�
that focus on homeless 
prevention, including 
Toledo-Lucas County 
Homeless Board. “The 
current homelessness 
population and those on 
the brink of homelessness are the vulnerable populations during this pandemic. 
This conversation couldn’t have come up at a better time. The homeless in 
general already deal with a combination of issues that may also impact 
African Americans disproportionately more than other populations, these 
issues are redlining, racism and factors within the criminal justice system,” 
said Gagnon.

The Governor stated during last week’s Thursday 2:00 p.m. press confer-
ence that African Americans are dying at a higher rate due to COVID-19 
����X��#��
����������
����������#���
��	���
����������	�
�
����#�����

“Our community, the black community, is impacted because we have the 
direct service jobs and we’re not able to teleport our work from home. Our 
jobs require interaction with the public. We need to look at developing real 
workforce development that provides a living wage. Our health concerns 
in the black community are exacerbated during COVID,” said Clemens.

The City of Toledo Department of Neighborhoods has provided masks 
����	����##������������������
������������
���
�������Z	��������#�����
�
partnered with Stop & Go to distribute additional community masks, plans 
to partner with Toledo City Council members to distribute masks to each 
district, and launch a renter’s assistance program.

 “We’re presenting this new program to city council soon. This $2 mil-
lion-dollar program would assist existing tenants that have loss income 
over the last three months, it will also aid the homeless who want to transi-
tion into a rental,” said Clemens.

The Toledo-Lucas County Health Department reports that as of May 24, 
</</� ����
� X������	���:@�/������#�����
�
"�:��������#�������	
"� ����
12,762 tests performed.
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Human Rights... continued from page 4

country in a dark state. While it’s supposedly “in the past,” those events 
tends to linger today for African Americans. 

While the Declaration of Independence is an American heritage, black 
people only became included in that particular history nearly 100 years 
after its creation— by then, having been treated less than human for the 
course of a century. 

Before black citizenship, it was legal to hunt black people and use 
their children as “gator bait.” Yes, literally. Alligator bait, a/k/a gator 
bait, is the practice of using little black children of slaves as bait to 
catch alligators. 

After slavery in U.S. numerous laws were enacted in the states of the 
former Confederacy – Black Codes – and intended to assure the con-
tinuance of white supremacy. Enacted in 1865 and 1866, the laws were 
designed to replace the social controls of slavery that had been removed 
by the Emancipation Proclamation and the Thirteenth Amendment to 
the Constitution.

Enforcement of slave codes also varied, but corporal punishment was 
widely and harshly employed. Jim Crow laws were a collection of state 
and local statutes that legalized racial segregation. Named after a black 
minstrel show character, the laws—which existed for about 100 years, 
from the post-Civil War era until 1968—were meant to marginalize 
African Americans by denying them the right to vote, hold jobs, get 
an education or other opportunities. Those who attempted to defy Jim 
Crow laws often faced arrest, fines, jail sentences, violence and death.

Violence was on the rise, making danger a regular aspect of African-
American life. Black schools were vandalized and destroyed, and bands 
of violent whites attacked, tortured and lynched black citizens in the 
night. Families were attacked and forced off their land all across the 
South. The KKK grew into a secret vigilante society terrorizing black 
communities and seeping through white Southern culture, with mem-
bers at the highest levels of government and in the lowest echelons of 
criminal back alleys.. 

Events in the 21st century mirror our present to our past with respect 

to African Americans and their quest for human rights. Breonna Tay-
lor’s and Ahmaud Arbery’s fatal shootings by Louisville police of-
ficer and two white men in the state of Georgia, respectively, are 
only a few who have died for the rights one has by just being human. 
Ahmaud’s for having the audacity to partake in a free activity by 
jogging, and Breonna being secured and asleep in her own home. 
Both were denied their rights as members of the human race. 

There are some human rights violations so egregious, just by defi-
nition are un-defendable including but not limited to genocide, and 
mass rape. Some human rights were challenged. Cranston states the 
reason for the challenging of rights  can be traced in history, first, in 
the great twentieth-century evils, Nazism, fascism, total war, and ra-
cialism, which all have presented a fierce challenge to human rights.”    

Yet we see the attempted challenging of Breonna’s and Ahmaud’s 
human rights. Two prosecutors refusing to indict the shooters of Ah-
maud and questionable obtaining of no knock warrants to kill Bre-
onna and to arrest her boyfriend for protecting his family in their 
own home. 

My uncle was shot by Toledo police in the eighties during a no 
knock warrant. The warrant was for the upstairs unit and the police 
in their zeal to execute their no knock warrant entered my uncle’s 
home, who at the time had a developmentally-challenged adult liv-
ing with him. My uncle was shot in the foot, and by the grace of God 
his right to life was not taken from him. 

The world regards human rights violations as a moral wrong of 
the most serious nature, and presumably continues to condemn such 
practices. Some relativists would even agree that a few basic human 
rights such as the right to life and freedom, are absolute in the sense 
that cultural traditions (black codes, Jim Crowe etc) may not over-
ride them. All human beings deserve protection regardless of where 
people are situated, 

Responsibility for a person’s human rights falls on all and not just 
those who participate with this person in the same social system. It is 
our responsibility collectively, to structure this system so that all its 
participants have secure access to the objectives of their human rights.
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Megan Davis in hospital bed

Avenging COVID 19: The Fight to Live
By Megan Davis

Sojourner’s Truth Reporter

  ... continued on page 9

I’m a Marvel fan, Iron Man is my favorite, and my husband knows al-
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any worse than the other larger than life foes? 
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Program subject to change with or without notice. Other restrictions may apply. Please see lender 
for complete details. Subject to credit approval.  
1As updated annually by the FFIEC (Federal Financial Institutions Examination Council). 
2Property must be located in a census tract within the following counties: Allen Ohio, Allen 
Indiana, Defiance, Delaware, Franklin, Hancock, Lucas, Madison, Union, Williams, and Wood. 
Actual amount applied at closing.

YourStateBank.com
Member FDIC | Equal Housing Lender

ELIGIBILITY QUALIFICATIONS 
• Purchase of a primary residence 
• A signed purchase agreement must be presented to reserve funds
• Must meet income eligibility requirements at or below 80% of the area 

median income1

• Property must be located in federally designated low or moderate income 
census tracts where State Bank lends2

State Bank CARE Grant funds are limited, so APPLY TODAY.

A Grant up to $1,500 towards your  
Mortgage Closing Costs

1900 Monroe Steet, Suite 108 
Toledo, OH 43604

419.508.0806

930 W. Market Street
Lima, OH 45805

419.228.3361
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Promo Code: 285
Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, 

Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

1-866-275-2715

CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS
OR YOUR MONEY BACK
GUARANTEED!

*The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated 
professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License# 
41354 License# 99338  License# 128344 License# 218294 License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946 License# 
2705132153A License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 License# WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License# H01067000 Registration# 
176447 Registration# HIC.0649905 Registration# C127229 Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475 
Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# PA069383 Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H 

YOUR ENTIRE LEAFFILTER PURCHASE*
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THE FIRST 50
CALLERS WILL
RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL

15% OFF

YOUR ENTIRE INSTALL!
**Offer valid at estimate only

10% OFF SENIOR &
MILITARY DISCOUNTS

FINANCING 
THAT FITS

������������1

1Subject to credit 
approval. 

Call for details.

5% OFF
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How Covid-19 affected my senior year?

Covid-19 cut my senior year very short. I was unable 
to really get to  know my third trimester teacher and have 
certain events like prom, my  last band competitions, band 
concerts, band banquets and graduation. Online learning 
is the only alternative but it can be challenging to  have 
authentic learning when you’re not in a classroom setting. 

Discount applied at time of purchase. Terms and Conditions Apply. * Subject to 3rd party credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required.  Receive a free 
American Standard Cadet Toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation Shower, or Deluxe Shower. Offer valid only while supplies last. Limit one 
per household. Must be first time  purchaser. All offers subject to change prior to purchase. See www.AmericanStandardBathtubs.com for other restrictions and 
for licensing, warranty, and company information. * CSLB B982796; Suffolk NY:5543IH; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. LLC does not sell in Nassau NY,  
Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY.

 �EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST! 
Only American Standard has OVER 

140 years of experience and offers  

the Liberation Walk-In Bathtub.

 �SUPERIOR DESIGN! 
Ultra low easy entry and exit design, 

wide door, built-in safety bar and 

textured floor provides a safer bathing 

experience.

 �PATENTED QUICK-DRAIN® 
TECHNOLOGY
 �LIFETIME WARRANTY! 
The ONLY Lifetime Warranty on the 

bath AND installation, INCLUDING 

labor backed by American Standard.

 �44 HYDROTHERAPY JETS! 
More than any other tub we’ve seen.

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,500

Lifetime Warranty! 
Finance Options Available*

FREE!
An In-Home  

Evaluation Will  

Be Scheduled 

At Your Earliest  

Convenience

FREE!
Savings Include an 

American Standard 

Right Height Toilet 

FREE! ($500 Value)

855-481-9036
Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/truth

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

Walk-In Tubs

Class of 2020 • Class of 2020 • Class of 2020 • Class of 2020 • Class of 2020 • Class of 2020 • Class of 2020 • Class of 2020 • Class of 2020 

After graduation, my plans have stayed the same to pursue 
a Nursing degree at  Bowling Green State University, but 
how the “college experience” will look for most 2020 high 
school graduates will surely be different from what our el-
ders experienced. 
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The COVID-19 disease has impacted me in multiple 

ways. It has made me open up my eyes to see the world in 
many different ways, and to see the world fall into a blank 
state and everything being closed all over. 

I also don’t like how it affected my graduation because 
I really wanted to have a graduation this year and I really 
wanted to walk across the stage in front of my family and 
friends. 

It’s disappointing that we couldn’t at least have had 
something to recognize us in everything that we did, and 

not just in an electric way like a virtual graduation. 
I hope the COVID-19 pandemic clears up by 

the summer and we can have events and things 
to look forward to in the summer because as 
many more opportunities open up I would love 
to explore my future options as I go on to col-
lege and experience new things.
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Special to The Truth

The transition from in-person to online learning isn’t easy, particularly when 
�����#�
����#��	�#����
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-
room learning and individualized attention from their teacher.

With closures affecting schools and universities for the foreseeable future, 
sustaining one’s math skills is very important, as research has shown that aca-
demic gains can quickly be lost without practice -- on average, students lose ap-

proximately 2.6 months 
of learning in math over 
a typical summer, ac-
cording to the Harvard 
Graduate School of Ed-
ucation.

During the COV-

...continued on page 12
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Avenging COVID-19... continued from page 7

...continued on page 10
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that we only saw on the news because of how 
scary it was. 

As much as I disliked it, I shopped at Kroger 
which is one mile away from home. I knew that, 
since it was dangerous to go places where large 
crowds would be, that it was best to stay near 
home, where our neighborhood store isn’t nor-
mally packed. I cringed at the grocery bill that 
told me a couple cases of water, gatorade, banan-
as, bread and milk was near $40 when I knew it 
would be about half at Walmart. But I was doing 
the safe thing-I had my mask on, my sanitizer in 
my pocket, and went early in the morning when 
the people were few. I went in and came right out 
and returned home, washing hands and sanitizing 
the car handles and steering wheel. 

�Z	����
������ $�	����� 
������ 
�#���#"� �����
�
a Monday toward the end of March, and only a 
������� ���
� ������ �	�� �������� 
���� 	�#�� �����
�
had been issued. I’d recently got over an upper 
respiratory infection because I have asthma and 
a history of them.

 I coughed one time on that day in the morn-
ing and later, around 5:00 PM, had to take my 
����	���� ��� �	���#�������� ���#��'	��	���Q����
building up in her head and we needed to see if it 
was on the brain. They’d just started screenings 
for COVID 19, and I passed the screening, my 
temperature was about 99 degrees which is a low 
grade fever, but I didn’t have any other symp-
toms before that day or at the very moment I was 
there, so I was permitted to accompany her into 
the ER with my mask that I already had on. 

I didn’t think the cough earlier that morning 
warranted any concern because it was literally 
one cough. But I do remember that in my mind I 
was saying, I hope that wasn’t a “corona-cough”. 
I never coughed again that day, or the next day 
or the next.  

It was my shorter work week, so I didn’t have 
to work but a couple days. But by the end of that 
week, maybe Thursday, I began having fevers day 
and night, some as high as 102.3. I took Tylenol 
because the news told us not to take Ibuprofen 
because it could be a deadly treatment. Thank-
fully, I am allergic to it, so all I take is Tylenol, 
also known as acetaminophen. 

I had chills and the bones in my legs were 
almost like frostbite-they were both cold and 
burning simultaneously. I wore double layers of 
clothing and covered up, even my head which 
then turned into a furnace, and I sweat through 
my clothing because my fever broke.  Every time 
a fever spiked, I was in denial. I didn’t think I 
had it, but I had to act like I did. 

I didn’t go out, I stayed in my room as much 
as possible. Over the weekend, the dry coughing 
began, then I called the Coronavirus hotline to 
discuss the symptoms and was instructed to take 
Tylenol, get plenty of rest and quarantine away 
from my family for 14 days. 

They didn’t recommend me going to the doc-
tor or the hospital. By Sunday night, I was be-

side myself and every step I took was a struggle. 
I can’t remember having fevers or coughing as 
much because I was trying to focus on walking 
without being winded. I thought about the health 
warnings and symptoms, and at this time, short-
ness of breath was not being widely mentioned 
as a symptom. It was only three: a cough, a fever 
and fatigue. 

I began wheezing and had the mind to use my 
inhaler, something that, although I have had 
asthma attacks, I haven’t needed in two or three 
years. I took two puffs, but I needed them more 
than every two to four hours. I needed them more 
like every half hour. Heeding the Health Depart-
ment’s advice, I stayed home, I was away from 
the family as much as I could, and I was resting 
and taking Tylenol; and I was getting worse. 

Monday, I couldn’t scale the stairs. I felt like 
every step was a mile and every breath was stolen 
as if it weren’t mine to breathe. I was weaker and 
more concerned than the day before. By Tuesday, 
I thought I was going to faint all day. The kids 
carried on as usual and my husband kept asking 
what I wanted to do. By nightfall, I asked him 
to take me to the hospital- I couldn’t breathe at 
all. I remember getting in the car and closing the 
door-I almost passed out. If I hadn’t gotten my 
leg in and closed that door, I would have fallen 
out of the car. 

���������������������
�
���

The Test of Fate
We pulled into Toledo Hospital and went 

through screening. I had a fever, a cough and 
shortness of breath. The triage nurses gave me 
a mask and wheeled me away, telling my hus-
band he couldn’t stay with me. I already knew 
he wouldn’t be able to stay, so I had to tell him 
I’d see him later, I purposely didn’t say goodbye. 

It set in as I was taken into an emergency CO-
VID room that I probably had the virus. It was 
small and cold, the halls were loud. Everything 

�����������



Page 10 May 27, 2020��������	
��
�
��
	��

GUARANTEED 
Life Insurance
up to $15,000.00

Modified Whole Life Insurance from Physicians Life Insurance Company

Call for your FREE Information Kit

1-855-961-2209
or go to life55plus.info/truth

Cash to help 
pay your 
funeral, 
medical bills 
or other final 
expenses.

• Guaranteed acceptance ages 45 to 85*

• No medical exam, no health questions
• Lock in your rate for life

�

6236

Plus — you’ll also get a FREE 
Final Wishes Planner!

*Ages may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies. 
Benefits reduced first two years. Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L770OK; TN: L770TN). 

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help cover the 
services you’re most likely to use —

Dental Insurance

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive 
Benefi ts Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. 
Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is 
not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-4433 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate 
C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: 
P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.
6154-0120

X-rays CrownsCleanings Fillings Dentures

1-844-334-8627
dental50plus.com/truth

Preventive care starts right away

Helps cover over 350 services

Go to any dentist you want – but save more 
with one in our network

No deductible, no annual maximum

...continued on page 11

happened at warp speed from there. I told them I was sure I was dehy-
drated, that’s why I was feeling dizzy and faint- that’s how it felt before 
because as I said earlier, shortness of breath wasn’t a known or rather, 
publicized symptom of COVID 19. 

� $� �
���� �	�#� ���� �� 
���
"� �	��	� �
� �� ������ Q��� ��� $E� Q���
� ��� 	����
with dehydration (after 20 plus years in healthcare, you know learn a few 
things). They said they couldn’t. They took my temperature and blood 
pressure. I had a fever and my oxygen level was around 84 percent. I was 
hypoxic and they immediately started two IVs, the second was in case I 
needed ventilation. Hypoxia is a  condition that when the body isn’t get-
ting enough oxygen, it has the potential to be deadly. Acute hypoxia, which 
is what I had, is also called silent hypoxia because its onset is rapid and 
without warning.  If I waited another day, I may not have been able to write 
about my experience. 

The treating nurse immediately gave me oxygen, I think between three 
and a half and four liters, and started two IVs because of the dehydration 
and the possibility of needing additional interventions. She couldn’t give 
me a bolus because I presented with signs of the coronavirus and it is 
���������Q�����	������
"����������������#����Q���
�������	����
���������
drowning from the inside. 

She swabbed my nasal cavity in a way that made me want to strike her-it 
hurt and I wasn’t happy, but it was necessary because that was how they 
test for the virus. I was whisked away shortly after for a CT Scan and 
chest X Rays which showed the likelihood that I had the virus, although 
���������%��
�������#����������	�����	������������������	�����������
���
��

I was admitted into Toledo hospital and placed on the transfer list right 
away. ProMedica set Bay Park up as a COVID site. They were sending all 
ER patients there for treatment. By now it was April 1 or April Fool’s Day. 
It was the 14th anniversary of the day that I was rushed by ambulance to 
Toledo Hospital after suffering a stroke, and I wasn’t being pranked. 

&����������������	���
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�������
������)����������������_�Z
�
came to transport me. They were donned in hazmat suits, protective gar-
ments that prevent toxic materials from permeating their clothing or skin. 
They had headgear that looked like NASA created them, goggles, face 
masks, shields and helmets. 

They secured me to a narrow stretcher and rolled me down the hall- I was 
light-weight offended because everyone I passed knew I was contagious, 
but there was nothing HIPAA could do for me at that point, it was what it 
was. The ride to the hospital was like driving down Manhattan Blvd. in the 
curb lane, every bump was felt and I was exhausted and annoyed. 

Upon arrival at Bay Park, I was transported to my room. I remembered 
that the spirit of the unit was both sweet and frightening. The nurses were 

#���������������#���"�
����	���������
��	������������������	���������
their lives and I was fully aware. They assessed me, which is typical, and 

Avenging COVID-19... continued from page 9

I was connected to monitors and left in bed. When the door closed, I be-
lieve I fell asleep a while. When I woke, I was alone. I turned the TV on 
for company and it kept telling me the statistics of those infected with the 
coronavirus and those who died. Every newscast on every channel from 
CBS to CNN said the same thing:

“This many people have contracted COVID 19 
 and this many people have died; 
 this location is a hotspot and 
These are the cures we have tried.
This many thinks COVID is fake;
Those Ideas have put lives at stake.
This many people are unemployed
That many people are poor;
This many families are struggling,
And these perished behind closed doors.” (Megan Davis, 2020)

It was like the song that never ends, a melody you hate but gets stuck in 
your head. I was lying in the hospital and I was one of the numbers-one of 
the infected. There were only two categories being reported, so the chances 
that I could wind up in the second category were ever present in my mind. 

By now, I’d learned that my cousin was somewhere in the same hospital, 
on a ventilator and a church member who was being tested for the virus-
this was well past hitting home. There were no conspiracy theories that 
could convince me this thing was a hoax, so scrolling on Facebook came to 
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expertise

Experience
from the most experienced

You can trust our expert 

hospice team. We have more 

eligible clinical staff certified in 

hospice and palliative care than 

any other area hospice.

Insist on Hospice of Northwest Ohio

hospicenwo.org 419.661.4001
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compromised. 
Even now, with slow reopening taking place, we tend to stay in unless 

we go to the store or do drive bys at the grandparents’ houses. Our 11 year 
old son, who is asthmatic, had one day where he couldn’t breathe and 
we thought he had the virus, but it was the only day he had shortness of 

����	��Z	�����������	����
������&������������
������"�	��������%��
#����
anything, we thought he had it, but he was okay. 

Our daughter had a loss of smell for at least three weeks while we were 
in and out of the hospital, but no other symptom but as I was writing my 
experience last week, she began having recurring fevers and headaches. 
Everything stopped in time for two days as we monitored her symptoms 
and treating the fever with Tylenol. 

No one wants her child to be hospitalized without being able to be there 
for her! You have to have three days of no fevers to be in the clear for not 
spreading the virus, she has been fever free for one day at the time I am 
writing this. 
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is no vaccination to prevent it, you’re always wondering if the tickle in 
your throat or the cough you just made was from dry air, allergies or CO-
VID. I imagine it will always be in the back of your mind even though 
you’ve recovered from it. It’s like the Boogey Man who appears in a 
recurring nightmare. 

What I believe to be my saving grace was my faith, because every 
breath I took was every breath I prayed for. While in that closed room, 
you only have air and time to focus on it. I wanted to get better, I wanted 
to see my family, I didn’t want to have help to breathe, so I fought hard 
and I prayed hard. 

Before I got sick, I’d been juicing, which keeps the body cleansed, so 
that is why I didn’t produce the mucus that many have. I also had caring 
nurses and doctors, people who wanted me to live, who did their job, 
knowing the risks. They gave me my meds on time, held my hand and 
encouraged me to keep breathing. They were my heroes and I was a part 
����	�����#��$���
����&������"������q�����	���$�	����������������������#��
healing too.  
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My husband was one, my brother was one, our church members and 
friends recovered too. There were still casualties, but there were more 
victories. Only now has the media begun to share the middle category-- 
those who have recovered from COVID-19. I am grateful to be a part of 
that number.

Avenging COVID-19... continued from page 11 The Lucas County 
COVID-19 numbers 
for Monday, May 25, 
are as follows:

·    2143 total cases 
�������:@KK������#�����
�

     o 177 probable cases
·    214 deaths
���������:��������#�������	

     o   29 probable deaths
·  850 male cases
·  1290 female cases
������&��
����������#��:����:/@
·   12,874 total tests performed

would be best if you had someone with the experience of having gone to Cin-
cinnati, Cleveland, and Columbus or going to the State Legislators of the Mid-
west Institute in Chicago to dialog with other political operatives. You need the 
experience of being engaged in a political race or campaign.  I have that track 
record. My opponent doesn’t.  

Perryman: Before we go, please talk about your support.  
Ashford:  We have put together a great team of the private sector, public sec-
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Perryman: Is there anything you would like to add?
Ashford: Let me close by saying this.  The Party needs change, and every-

body knows we need change.  Thirty thousand people, 30,000 Democrats in 
Northwest Ohio, stayed home in 2018 for the governor’s race.  I like Keith 
Mitchell and he’s a nice guy, but being in a leadership position over the last 
��������
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���������
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�
but never did. In fact, as chair of the screening committee, he gave the Party an 
embarrassing black eye because he did not do his homework and ask the right 
���
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the organization with egg on its face. 
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Lucas County Democrats.

Contact Rev. Donald Perryman, PhD, at drdlperryman@centerofhopebap-
tist.org

Perryman... continued from page 3

ID-19 crisis, consider accessing the following free distance-learning tools 
���#�X�
���&#�����"�$���"��	��	�������
���������
���������������
"�������
�
and students K-12 and beyond:

• Tools for calculation, graphing, geometry, statistics and more can be ac-
cessed at ClassPad.net, an all-in-one web-based platform with an interactive 
#�����	������
��
�
������
���������	��
������������#����������
�����	����
and input calculations as they would on real scratch paper. Users can also plot 
data points and add text labels, expressions and pictures to graphs or geometry 
diagrams.

¡�_#������������������
��������������������	�������������������
�������������
graphic calculators, including Casio’s PRIZM fx-CG50 and fx-CG500, is sup-
ported in Windows and Mac operating systems.

• Downloadable math activities created by teachers for students in grade 
levels kindergarten through college can help students practice their math skills 
and learn new techniques for their continuing education.

For access to these resources, as well as online support, visit CasioEduca-
tion.com/remote-learning.

Formal class may not currently be in session, but that doesn’t mean the 
learning needs to be put on hold. Leveraging available resources can help 
students maintain their math skills so that when schools reopen, students can 
enjoy a successful return to the classroom.

Courtesy Statepoint

Math Skills... continued from page 8
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Cheryl Willis Hudson, photo courtesy Stephan 
Hudson 
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128 pages

Brave. Black. First. by Cheryl Willis Hudson, 
illustrated by Erin K. Robinson
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

The Truth Contributor
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Brave. Black. First.
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CORRECTION
Braden UMC Honors the Legacy and Future of Education: The 

Class of 2020
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CLASSIFIEDS     

Call to place your ad:  

419-243-0007

www.TheTruthToledo.com

INVITATION FOR BIDS
MAINTENANCE & SMALL GENERAL 

CONSTRUCTION
IFB20 – B015

Lucas Metropolitan Housing Authority (LMHA) 
will receive bids for Maintenance & Small 
General Construction. Received in accor-
dance with law until June 2, 2020, 3:00 PM 
ET. see documents: www.lucasmha.org; 201 
Belmont Ave., Toledo, OH 43604; or 419-259-
��������	
���
��������������
������������
���
Equal Employment Opportunity requirements 
(Executive Order #11246). This contract op-
portunity is a Section 3 Covered Contract and 
any Section 3 Business Concerns are encour-
aged to apply.

 

ABUNDANT LIFE OF PERRYSBURG 
ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

Abundant Life of Perrysburg is accepting 
applications for its subsidized apartment com-
munities.  Abundant Life #1 offers independent 
living for senior citizens 62 years of age or 
older and individuals 55 or older with a physi-
cal impairment.  Abundant Life #2 is a sup-
portive living complex for people 62 and older.  
To apply individuals must meet the age and 
annual income requirement of no more than 
$25,200.00 for one person or $28,800.00 for 
two people.  

We are located in the Three Meadows subdivi-
sion near the Manor of Perrysburg. Our garden 
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bedroom, secured buildings with private patios 
and individually controlled heat and air condi-
tioning.  
 
We have a bus that transports all residents to 
area grocery stores and monthly outings.  We 
offer exercise, worship services and a variety 
of opportunities for our active and not so active 
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more about our fabulous communities and our 
availability for apartments.  You may also visit 
us on the web at abundantlifeperrysburg.org.

MENTAL HEALTH & RECOVERY 
SERVICES BOARD OF LUCAS 

COUNTY
DIRECTOR OF FINANCE 

Mental Health and Recovery Services Board 
of Lucas County is accepting applications to 
fill the positions of Director of Finance until 
position is filled.  Additional information re-
garding the duties is available on the Lucas 
County web site (www.co.lucas.oh.us).  Click 
on “Apply for a Job” and then select Director 
of Finance from the list to read more or apply.  

An Equal Opportunity Employer
 

COVID-19 HOTLINES OPEN

Effective Friday, May 1, Mercy Health and Pro-
Medica will operate their Nurse COVID-19 ho-
tlines to answer medical questions related to 
the virus from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday through 
Friday, the two health systems announced in 
cooperation with the Northwest Ohio Health-
care Emergency Management Coalition and 
Lucas County Emergency Operations Center.
The hotline phone numbers are 419-251-4000 
(English only) and 419-291-5355 (multilin-
gual). After hours and weekend callers may 
leave a message, and their calls will be re-
turned on the next business day.
The Ohio Department of Health also oper-
ates a COVID-19 hotline, and the number is 
1-833-4-ASK-ODH (1-833-427-5634).

 

HORTICULTURAL TECHNICIAN

Metroparks Toledo has an opening for a full 
time Horticultural Technician to provide op-
erational support and encourage community 
involvement for Toledo Botanical Garden. HS 
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preferred. Moderate level of hands-on horti-
culture experience required with some expe-
rience directing volunteers or leading group 
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40 hrs/week. $13.50/hr. Full benefits. Go to 
www.MetroparksToledo.com<http://www.me-
troparkstoledo.com/> to view detailed posi-
tion description, job requirements and to ap-
ply.  EOE
 

 PARK TECHNICIAN

Metroparks Toledo has an opening for a full 
time Park Technician to provide maintenance 
of grounds, facilities and equipment at as-
signed park.
HS degree or equivalent required. Entry level 
experience in general turf, grounds and build-
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Work schedule may include evenings, weekends 
and holidays. 40 hrs/week. $13.50/hr. Full ben-
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www.metroparkstoledo.com/> to view detailed 
position description, job requirements and to ap-
ply.  EOE 
 



��������	
��
�
��
	��Page 16 May 27, 2020

Graduation Day Comes Early for Bowsher 
Senior
By Sojourner’s Truth Staff

The traditional pomp and circumstance of graduation is eluding the 
class of 2020 and is being replaced by virtual commencements and drive 
through celebrations. One Bowsher High School senior feared that he 
might even miss this year’s replacement events due to his prior commit-
ments.

Toledo Public Schools Superintendent Romules Durant, EdD, and 
Bowsher Principal Teri Sherwood were determined, however, that senior 
Parker Drane, who has joined the U.S. Army and is scheduled to leave 
before the school’s June 4 drive-thru graduation at the Stranahan Theater, 
should not be deprived of the celebration of the honors he has achieved 
during his four years.

On Thursday, May 21, Durant and Sherwood joined Parker’s Army re-
cruiter, Sgt. Gauje Rush, and surprised the senior at his home – delivering 
his diploma and thanking him for his years of hard work and the example 
he set during those years as he strove to help others.

“During my years as superintendent, I have shaken hands with every 
graduate,” said Durant. “It would hurt me not to be able to take that pic-
ture with you. We are proud of you and we want to thank you for your 
service.”

Parker’s lifelong ambition has been to serve in the military. “I always 
wanted to protect people I love and I still want to do that,” he said.

Parker’s “graduation ceremony” was a huge surprise, and a great relief. 
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orders to report to Fort Lee in Virginia before the June 4 Bowsher cer-
emony. The young man enlisted in the Army at the end of his junior year 
and completed his basic training last summer before senior year taking 

Parker Drane accepts diploma from 
Romules Durant, EdD

advantage of the Army’s “split option.” He reports to Fort Lee in order 
to start Advanced Individual Training, after which he will be a “complete 
soldier,” said Rush.

During his high school career, Parker has been in the band and partici-
pated in soccer. 

“From day one, he never wavered,” said Sherwood of Parker’s time at 
Bowsher. “He always stood up for the little guy and did the right thing – 
the little kid being bullied or picked on … he’s a great kid.”

Parker’s mother, Lori Wilburn, was perhaps even more excited than 
her son about the effort made to bring the graduation to him before he 
leaves for duty. “I’m excited and nervous, he’s doing such a big thing but 
he always wanted to serve his country.” Wilburn had been greatly disap-
pointed that her son wouldn’t be able to join his fellow students for the 
graduation ceremony.

The event was not what exactly Parker has been waiting for to end his 
high school career – but it provided great comfort.

“I’ve been waiting for that one day to graduate from high school,” he 
said. 

“The real estate agent said we 
might be more comfortable 

living in a different 
neighborhood.”

If you suspect you are being 
steered because of your race, 

religion, or ethnicity, contact us.

419-243-6163
toledofhc.org
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Teri Sherwood, Briana Palmer, Parker Drane, Lori Wilburn, Romules Durant, EdD


