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The Sojourner Truth Newspaper’s Presents:
 A Guide to Local Black History Month Events
Celebrate Black Heritage with family and friends at these February events. 

Dance & Fitness
Date: 2/3 | 7PM-9PM
Event: Harlem Globetrotters 
Location: BGSU Stroh Center 1535 E. Wooster St. Bowling Green, OH
Cost: Tickets start at $18
Host/Info.: Harlem Globetrotters and The Stroh Center
Details: The Harlem Globetrotters are coming to the Stroh Center on Mon-
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dunks and family fun!

Date: 2/4 | 12PM & 6PM
Event: Zumba & Zumbini with Chelley*
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Cost: Contact instructor
Host/Info.: Rochelle Morrishaw
Diamondbutterlfyent@gmail.com  
(567) 315-8860
Details: It’s Zumbini time for parents and children, Let’s Bond & Dancer-

cize! 

Date: 2/15 |  8PM
Event: Dance Theatre of Harlem: Passage
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Details: DTH will be dancing their new ballet Passage, commissioned by 
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Date: 2/28 | 6PM-8PM
Event: Dancing and Dessert Reception
Location: Monroe St. Community Center 3613 Monroe St. 
Cost: $10
Host/Info.: Toni Quinn
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nity programs. Your $10 ticket includes your donation, desserts and urban line 
dancing with TWO  fantastic instructors Waverly “Shakey Shakey” Hawkins 
and Toni Quinn.

Education, Literature & Leadership
Date: 2/4 | 6PM-8PM
Event: Credit Repair Seminar
Location: Mott Branch Library 1085 Dorr St.
Cost: Free
Host/Info.: Jason White: 700 Club Witness Riches
Details: Contact organizer

Date: 2/4 | 5:45PM
Event: Panel Discussion: How gun violence affects Toledo youth
Location: Mott Branch Library 1085 Dorr St.  
Cost: Free
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gun violence protection. 
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Event: VIP Breakfast for CEO’s, VPs and Managers
Location: Crusaders for Christ Church 
Cost: Contact Organizer
Host/Info.: Crusaders for Christ
Details: Please contact the church or visit Eventbrite to register by 2/2/20

(�
���<Yj�\�j���>�!=��
Event: Girl Power

Location: Imagination Station 1 Discovery Way
Cost: Contact organizer
Host/Info.: (419) 244-2674 ext. 129
Details: Girls interested in a career in science, technology, engineering or 
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Date: 2/16 | 2PM
Event: The Movement on the Move
Location: Over the Top Occasions (formerly Garden Lake Hall)
Cost: Free
Host/Info.: (419) 304-2733 or (419) 283-8369
Details: To inspire and energize youth/young adults in the voting process

Date: 2/22 | 2PM-4PM
Event: Dialogue on Boundaries: Racism, Mindfulness & Healing
Location: Washington Branch Library 5560 Harvest Ln. 
Cost: Free
Host/Info.: Black Radical Scholars
Details: We’re excited to announce that we will be having monthly conversa-

tions on topics related to racism, mindfulness and healing in the Black com-
munity. 

Date: 2/24 | 6:30PM-8PM
Event: The New Jim Crow Book Discussion
Location: Mott Branch Library 1085 Dorr St. 
Cost: Free
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ander. 

(�
���<Y<j�\������>�!^>�
Event: Women Who Lead
Location: The Summit 23 Summit St. 
Cost: $20 
Host/Info.: Inspired Sisterhood Ministry at Cornerstone Church
Details: Women’s History Month Kick-Off with keynote speaker Michele 

Reynolds, 
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munity Initiatives
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Date: 2/1 | 3PM-5:30PM
Event: Open auditions for the stage play Issues
Location: Lagrange Library 3422 Lagrange St.
Cost: Free
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script and details on the Facebook event page.

Date: 2/1 | 8PM-11PM
Event: Teen Talent Battle
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Cost: $3
Host/Info.: Midwest Talent Hub
Details: Teen Talent Battle for youth artists, dancers, singers, rappers, and 

poets may sign up now with free registration. We have talent from all schools 
coming together to showcase their talents.

Date: 2/6  | 7PM and 2/7 | 4PM
Event: Rebirth: Illumination through the forest
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Cost: Free

... continued on page 3
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Yes, It Is THAT bad…!
By Lafe Tolliver, Esq

Guest Column

The inner moral rot that has grabbed America’s gut and bladder has 
not yet run its full course. What I describe as rot is the lessening of the 
American will to courageously confront wrong when that wrong duplici-
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The kisses and hugs are no more than a ruse or a coverup for the real 
maiming of all things honest and just. Such things are now up for grabs 
– a situation that is being blatantly exposed in the current impeachment 
trial of a consummate con, Herr Trump.

Don’t kid yourself, naïve citizen. Herr Trump is calculating and he is 
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will allow his entourage of professional liars to rule the day which could 
allow Herr Trump  to see another four years of infesting the White House 
with his obscene political swagger.

 Also, don’t kid yourself as to Herr Trump being an outlier of a person-
ality or just a one-off politico.

Unless you are willing to pull up the rug and see the dirt beneath it, you 
will always be puzzled as to how America came to this perilous crossroad 
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can be transformed into national opinion sodden with lies and half-truths.

Herr Trump is the singular, most visual, personality that is emoting on 
the national scene; his moral sheddings have infected the national con-
sciousness. 

The sobering reality is that America, and especially white America, 
championed this political buffoon and did not clip his wings when they 
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White America by feverish acclamation and by lazy and lax moral 
default, has allowed this perp to shovel his manure around the willing 
“news” media outlets and he thus struck a homogenized chord with the 
underbelly of the estranged voting public.

Herr Trump smelled the putrid air of hatred, discontent and dissatisfac-
tion with the corruption in Washington, D.C. and like a blood hound to 
the scent of a cornered possum, he stuck his knife into it and greedily 
gobbled at the open carcass.

Yeah. America allowed, condoned and permitted Herr Trump to live 
and survive in this toxic political landscape that was littered with rac-
ism, capitalism gone amuck, phobia of “others”, hatred of women, mind-
boggling stupidity and willful ignorance of all things pertaining to the 
US Constitution and respecting  human rights.

 Herr Trump was the proverbial Pied Piper who caught riffs of the ugly 
and nascent tune of bitterness and angst in the American politic and he 
played his odious song until his lungs gave out and then he blew some 
more…and it worked!

The so called “deplorables,” the disenfranchised fringe groups, right 

Offer of credit subject to credit approval.

eMail

HOME MORTGAGES

Watch James’ story and 
start your conversation at 
First-Fed.com/EagleMail

Every part 
personalized.

JAMES BAILEY | FIRST-TIME HOMEOWNER

Dear Eagle, 

We wanted a backyard and enough 

bedrooms for all of us. When we got our 

house, it had everything we wanted and 

more. Thank you!

Sincerely, James Bailey

1707 Cherry St., Toledo
(inside the Seaway Marketplace)

419-214-4302

2920 W. Central Ave., Toledo
419-537-9300
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Ballet:  An Artform That Belongs To Everyone 
By Asia Nail

Sojourner’s Truth Reporter  

Dance Theater of Harlem is a dance company synonymous with uplifting 
black culture.  It strongly represents ballet as an artform not exclusive to just 
one type of community - but an artform belonging to everyone.

Toledo-born, Anna Glass, currently serves as the Executive Director of the 
Dance Theater of Harlem where she co-launched with Virginia Johnson a col-
laborative initiative addressing racial inequity in ballet.  “We are a ballet com-
pany representative of people from all over the world. We have come together 
under the banner, mission, and vision of a colorful dance movement created by 
Arthur Mitchell,” explains Glass to The Truth.

When talking about ballet in the 20th century few people have had more 
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“At the time, it was believed that people of color couldn’t participate in this 
art form, that we didn’t have the skill or ability,” says Glass, executive director 
of DTH since 2016. “Arthur Mitchell was out to prove those naysayers wrong, 
and he did. He inspired what’s possible in the world.”

The Dance Theater of Harlem is ensuring a lack of black ballet dancers will 
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you, then young dancers may not even consider ballet,” says Glass. 

The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation has respectfully awarded DTH a $4 
million gift to support the organization’s capacity building efforts, which will 
include improvements to salaries for artists and staff; investments in fundrais-
ing infrastructure and leadership, innovative artistic and community building 
initiatives and more. This gift, the largest in DTH’s history, will immensely 
support the organization in realizing its future vision and attain operational 
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Mellon Foundation for steadfastly believing that the expression DTH brings to 
the art form is unique and necessary,” says Glass.

Glass’s passion for art began at an early age and would routinely bring her 
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young age.  My beloved godmother, Kate Jackson, was both an AKA and a 
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me to the Ebony Fashion Fair shows,” says Glass recalling her early memories 
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where she grew up and studied ballet at the nearby Flint Institute of Music. 
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“I didn’t grow up visiting my grandparents; they passed away before I was 
born. I grew up visiting Aunt Kate and Uncle Jack in Toledo. They really taught 
me quite a bit about our black heritage and the importance of upholding our 
culture,” states Glass when asked about her Toledo connection.  

“I have only worked for predominantly black institutions and I think it was 
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There are two opposing opinions in the ballet world about the image of danc-
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ballet, should look identical onstage. The second opinion is ballet should de-
pict a celebration of human diversity and movement.
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commissioned by the Virginia Arts Festival in partnership with American Evo-
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Inspiration—as well as pure passion through movement—is what Glass 
promises DTH will bring to its Toledo audience Valentine’s Day weekend.  
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an important ballet in the canon of classical ballet works, it has been re-staged 
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toxic nature of this ballet, revealing only the beauty true of classical dancing. 

... continued on page 5
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DIXIE
DIXIE CARS DIV. DIXIE AUTO LEASING INC

OFF LEASE - 4 DOOR SEDANS

419-476-8678

$2,500
THIRTY DAY WARRANTY

5876 N. DETROIT AVE.     TOLEDO, OHIO 43612

Anna Glass

...continued on page 9

Ballet... continued from page 4

He takes away the story and leaves you with the 
raw emotion of dance,” states Glass excitedly.  “It 
is phenomenal seeing our dancers performing this 
work. The way Santos staged this ballet truly show-
cases the strength and power of women of color.”

Next the audience will experience This Bitter 
Earth choreographed by Christopher Wheeldon. 
“This is not the typical way one is accustomed to 
hearing ‘This Bitter Earth’ as the rich vocals of Di-
ana Washington are layered in as a backdrop to this 
passionate duet,” explains Anna.  “The music by 
Diana Washington is overlaid with an alluring yet 
haunting score by Composer Max Richter that will 
have your heart beating with excitement.”

The next piece audiences will enjoy was com-
missioned to commemorate the 400th anniversary 
���
����
�
��

��������
������������>�
�'����
��
����
country.  It premiered last year at the Kennedy Cen-
ter and at the Virginia Arts Festival.  The ballet is 
entitled Passage choreographed by Claudia Sch-
reier with original music by Jessie Montgomery - two talented black women 
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how we got to this country. It is about hope. It is really, truly, one of my favorite 
ballets and is a highlight of this program,” shares Glass. 

The performance will close with a work by female choreographer, Annabelle 
Lopez Ochoa entitled Balamouk. “It is a fun and joyful piece about people 
of different backgrounds coming together and it is perfect for a company that 
looks like Dance Theater of Harlem,” states Anna. 

Dance Theater of Harlem will have a Dancing in The Streets Event taking 
place at Owens Corning Headquarters Friday February 14 to kick-off Valen-
tine’s Day Weekend.  Smiling, Anna states, “We will teach you excerpts of a 
select ballet while dancing to Aretha Franklin and James Brown.  We then give 
folks an opportunity to dance and we will end by all doing one big soul train 
line together in the streets...it’s so fun!”

“We always try to do community engagement wherever we go. It is a really 
big piece of who we are and what we do at DTH. The best way for you to truly 
represent that ‘the ballet belongs to everyone’, is by being in community with 
others says Glass. 

While performing arts on television and cell phones streaming apps are be-
coming increasingly diverse, progress in the world of ballet is painfully slow.  
The percentage of classical black ballet dancers around the world is still mini-
mal.  When asked how the residents of Toledo can support DTH and diversity 
in ballet Anna says, “If you know of a young child who is interested in dance, 
sponsor a student and send them to Dance Theater of Harlem for the summer. 
It is an investment in your own community.  I’d love to see more students from 
Toledo coming out to New York to study.”

 “Let’s start by selling out the Valentine Theater, Toledo family.  You can 
watch so much on television these days, but I think it is more important than 
ever for our communities to help our youth develop the habit of experiencing 
life and art.  There is something special about seeing beauty live right in front 
of you in living color.”

Arthur Mitchell

and military. 
Host/Info.: Toledo Museum of Art
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of legendary storyteller and Nobel prize-winner Toni Morrison who was born 
in Lorain, OH.

Date: 2/22 | 1PM
Event: Winter Crafternoon
Location: Braden United Methodist Church 4725 Dorr St.
Cost: $10
Host/Info.: Braden UMC 
Details: Enjoy a relaxing afternoon hand crafting Afro Centric decor for the 

home. Materials included in class fee.

Date: 2/22 | 4PM
Event: Sounds of Black History 
Location: St. Mark Baptist Church2340 S. Holland-Sylvania Rd. 
Cost: Free
Host/Info.: Dramatically Inspired Works
Details: Celebrate heritage with poetry, games, skits and vocal music per-

formances

Date: 2/23 | 3PM-4PM
Event: Great Performances: Black History Month Celebration
Location: Toledo Museum of Art 2445 Monroe St. 
Cost: Free
Host/Info.: Toledo Museum of Art
Details: Organized by soprano, educator, and community organizer Marga-

ret Barron and visual artist and educator Yusuf Lateef, this two-part program 
features conversation, spoken word and music. 

Live Music &  Night Life
Date: 2/7 | 6:30PM-7:30PM
Event: It’s Friday! Music: Hector Mendoza, guitarist
Location: Toledo Museum of Art 2445 Monroe St. 
Cost: Free
Host/Info.: Toledo Museum of Art and Hector Mendoza
Details: Enjoy the Afro-Peruvian sounds of Toledo-based guitarist Hector 

Mendoza performing Latin, classical, and jazz music in the Cloister Gallery.
Date: 2/8 | 5PM-9PM
Event: Dilla Day Party
Location: The Peacock 2007 Monroe St.
Cost: $5
Host/Info.: KOOL2DOS DJ Dre Wills
Details: Celebrating the musical legacy of super-producer J. Dilla! Cash 
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Black History Month Events... continued from page 3
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Is Utoledo Finally Ready to Admit John 
Rudley into Its Athletic Hall of Fame?
By Fletcher Word

Sojourner’s Truth Editor

The University of Toledo’s grudge against John Rudley, his supporters claim, 
has gone on far too long. It’s a grudge that started in the 1960’s and seemingly 
persists to this day.

It was a trying time for athletes – the second half of the 1960s. When Muham-
mad Ali spoke up, became a member of the Nation of Islam and denounced 
racism and the Vietnam War, a standard of behavior was set. A symbol of hero-
ism has been accepted, almost universally.
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reclaimed the heavyweight crown and earned plaudits as an American hero.
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podium when the U.S. National Anthem was being played. As the decades 
have passed, that symbol of protest against racism has become an iconic por-
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than their personal ambitions.

Football’s Jim Brown and basketball’s Bill Russell spoke out against op-
pression, injustice and racism and spent time with protesters, such as Ali, sec-
onding his calls for change. Years later, Russell and Brown, both in their pro 
sports’ Halls of Fame, are remembered fondly for their athletic exploits as well 
as their involvement in various causes.

However, for John Rudley and his teammates, who formed the core of a Uni-
versity of Toledo basketball team that would go 23-2 in 1966-67 and win the 
MAC Championship, no such future athletic plaudits have been forthcoming. 
Indeed that 1966-67 team, during Rudley’s sophomore year, has been called 

the best team that has ever taken the court at UT and, for too many at the uni-
versity, it’s as if they never existed.

Rudley, a point guard and team captain, one of his teammates, an sat out a 
game, in 1969, his senior year to protest the actions of their coach, Bob Nich-
ols, who suspended a teammate, Bob Miller, for missing class. Nichols was 
white and had been struggling for several years with that team, says Rudley, 
trying to balance the playing time of his white and black players – a very tricky 
proposition in the 60’s.

Bill Russell, who became player coach for the Boston Celtics in the late 60’s 
was heard to say about a coach’s dilemma on playing those black athletes who 
were superior to their white teammates – “play three [blacks] at home, four on 
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For Nichols the dilemma was particularly poignant because he was the one 
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... continued on page 8

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated® Zeta Alpha Omega Chap-
ter congratulates Zeta Phi Beta, Zeta Xi Zeta chapter on its Centennial 
Celebration. It was founded 100 years ago on the campus of Howard 
University in Washington, D.C. on January 16, 1920.

Alpha Kappa Alpha and Delta Sigma Theta sororities held a “Welcome 
to Campus” reception in the assembly room in Miner Hall at Howard 
University, in honor of the new sorority.  We are proud to have Zeta 
Phi Beta in the Toledo/NW Ohio community since May 1965.

Andrea Price
President ����	��32
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Seniors Gather to Celebrate MLK
By Tricia Hall

The Sojourner’s Truth Reporter

The J. Frank Troy Senior Center, in partnership with Neighborhood 
Health Association (NHA), organized an evening activity for seniors on 
January 23. This event was organized because the center was originally 
'���������
�������
��
����'������
�'��������(
?���

���%�
��
�������
?

Twenty attendees enjoyed games, socializing, music and the food that 
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age. This is a great place for seniors,” explained Cynthia Harrison.
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operates weekdays from 8:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. 

Join The University of Toledo Medical Center  
and International HIV Activist  

and Humanitarian, Hydeia Broadbent

Reclaiming our Narrative:  
Ending the Epidemic

National Black HIV/AIDS Awareness Day

Saturday, Feb. 8, 2020
4 – 6:30 p.m.

The University of Toledo 

Medical Center

Collier Building,  

Room 1000 A & B

3000 Arlington Avenue, 

Toledo, OH 43614

Sponsored by The Ann Wayson Locher Memorial Fund for HIV Care in partnership with  

The University of Toledo Office of Diversity & Inclusion

This event is free and open to the public. 

Visit utmc.utoledo.edu/ryanwhiteprogram/event/  
for more information.

Hydeia Broadbent
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* Savings amounts are averages based on information from The Hartford’s AARP Auto Insurance Program customers who became new auto insurance policyholders between 1/1/18 and 12/31/18 and provided data regarding their savings and 
prior carrier. Your savings may vary.

** Based on customer experience reviews shared online at www.thehartford.com/aarp as of April 2019. 

*** The gift offer is good for first time responders who provide a valid email address. Responders will be sent an email to confirm the gift. All responders in IA, IL, MA and RI who do not provide an email address are still eligible to receive the 
gift The gift offer is not available in GA, ND, NM or PA, but residents may still request a quote. The gift is available only as a limited time offer. Please allow 4-7 weeks for delivery. Bottle not included.

† If you are age 50 or older, once you’re insured through this Program for ait least 60 days, you cannot be refused renewal as long as applicable premiums are paid when due. Also, you and other customary drivers of your vehicles must retain 
valid licenses, remain physically and mentally capable of operating an automobile (not applicable in MA), have no convictions for driving while intoxicated and must not have obtained your policy through material misrepresentation. Benefit currently 
not available in HI, MI, NH, NC and TX.

§§ Limitations apply.            

AARP and its affliates are not insurers. Paid endorsement. The Hartford pays royalty fees to AARP for the use of its intellectual property. These fees are used for the general purposes of AARP. AARP membership is required for Program eligibility in most states. 

The AARP Automobile Insurance Program from The Hartford is underwritten by Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its affliates, One Hartford Plaza, Hartford, CT 06155. It is underwritten in CA by Hartford Underwriters Insurance Company; in WA, by 
Hartford Casualty Insurance Company; in MN, by Sentinel Insurance Company; and in MA, MI and PA, by Trumbull Insurance Company. Specific features, credits, and discounts may vary and may not be available in all states in accordance with state 
filings and applicable law. Applicants are individually underwritten and some may not qualify. The program is currently unavailable in Canada and U.S. Territories or possessions. 
1In Texas, the Auto Program is underwritten by Southern County Mutual Insurance Company, through Hartford Fire General Agency. Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its affiliates are not financially responsible for insurance 
products underwritten and issued by Southern County Mutual Insurance Company.                                                                                                                                                                                                            006131

No Clipping Required.

Saving is easy! With this policy, experienced 
drivers who switch save an average of $449*  
in the first year alone — and they get all the  
benefits and privileges you’d expect with 
the AARP Auto Insurance Program from  
The Hartford. Your own savings could actually 
be greater. 

The AARP® Auto Insurance Program from The Hartford.1

  

ON AUTO INSURANCE

GEICO, State Farm and Allstate
Call The Hartford
1-866-934-1379

ON AVERAGE, AARP MEMBERS ENJOY

$449* SAVINGS$449* SAVINGS

Your savings could 
be even more!

when they switch from companies like

FREE duffle bag when you 
request your free quote!***

Call The Hartford now to request a FREE money-saving quote. 

1-866-934-1379
No coupon necessary. 

Not an AARP member? If you’re 50 or over, request a FREE quote and more information today! 

� 24/7 claims service 
� Lifetime renewability† 
� Lock in your rate for a full 12 months 
� New car replacement§§   

The only national auto insurance  
program endorsed by AARP.

of customers recommend 
The Hartford**96%

es based on

who recruited Rudley and the other black players and then tried over time, as 
the black players saw it, to minimize their playing time, catering to the sensi-
bilities of the time.

Nichols brought in Rudley, an outstanding point guard from Benton Harbor 
who had led his team to two undefeated seasons and two Michigan state cham-
pionships; John Brisker, from Detroit, who would go on to play profession-
ally with the ABA along with a brief stint in the NBA; Calvin Lawshe from 
Macomber; Bob Miller from upstate New York and Steve Mix, a standout at 
Toledo’s Rogers High School who would eventually play in the NBA for 14 
seasons, including on some championship teams. All but Mix were black.

Those Super Sophs, when they won that championship in 66-67, frayed a 
bit by the time they were seniors. Brisker, a volatile mix at best with Nichols, 
says Rudley, had left the team. Lawshe had suffered a serious knee injury and 
his career was over. In early 1969, the coach learned that Bob Miller had been 
skipping classes, confronted him on that fact, ordered him to start attending 
and suspended him from the team when he learned that Miller had skipped 
again.

Rudley joined protesters at mid court before the next game – several dozen 
black students and teammate Jim Miller – and walked out of the gym, missing 
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a second stellar career in academia as the interim president of the University of 
Houston and then an eight-and-a-half-year tenure as president of Texas South-
ern University, retiring three years ago.

Bob Miller did not graduate – deprived as he was of about two dozen credits; 
Rudley, despite his outstanding years as team leader, point guard, impressive 
scorer and assist leader, (“one of the best point guards I ever had a chance to 
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members – and the 1966-67 teams does not even have its photograph posted. 

Rudley returned to Toledo and attended this year’s Unity Day event at UT 
with two local supporters who are pushing the case for his inclusion into the 
Hall this year – Vince Davis, State Farm insurance agency owner, and former 
Toledo Mayor Carty Finkbeiner. Finkbeiner was a student intern in the UT 
Athletic Department during Rudley’s years there.

The following day, a larger group of supporters gathered at the African 
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and to put a plan into action to correct the oversight.
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student-athlete to be. If they can’t correct this, there is a problem.”

“We’ve got a lot of work to do,” said Finkbeiner. “The athletic director is 
not being as broadminded as he should be. But the light has not shown any 
brighter on a former athlete than it has shown on John Rudley.”

About 25 supporters attended the event at the Legacy Project and were treat-
ed to Rudley’s account of the events of that fateful January 1969.

“[Coach] Nichols wasn’t used to the type of guys he had,” said Rudley of the 
man who brought him into the university. During the group’s three year-tenure 
on the varsity, the team became very popular within the community, the black 
community , he noted. Nichols, however, felt the pressure in dealing with a 
�
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black and white players so that the white community would not feel alienated.

After Brisker left the team, said Rudley, Nichols “took it out on Bob [Mill-
er.]”

As he recalled, “there was a lot of resentment in the community for what 
happened and from a team standpoint, dysfunction set in – we lost our en-
thusiasm, we lost Bob Miller and his 12 points and 12 rebounds a game. This 
wasn’t what I had signed up for.”

After Rudley left Toledo, diploma in hand, he didn’t return for decades and 
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champions of Rudley’s induction into the Hall.

The group gathered last week are also taking up the cause, following the 
lead provided by Davis and Finkbeiner. They will be speaking with UT staff, 

UToledo.. continued from page 6

Front row (left to right): John Brisker, Bob Miller, Steve Mix, Bill 
Backensto, Willie Babione, Don White, John Rudley.

Back row (left to right): Head Coach Bob Nichols, Mark Paluszak, 
Calvin Lawshe, Len LePla, Dennis Perzynski, Jim Hayes, Joe McPeek, 

Assistant Coach Bob Conroy

... continued on page 9
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Alicia Russell

Alicia Russell Returns to Toledo Opera for 
La Boheme
Sojourner’s Truth Staff

Soprana Alicia Russell is back in town, this time singing the role of Mu-
setta when the Toledo Opera performs La Boheme at the Valentine on Feb-
ruary 7 and 9. The Asheville, NC native has been singing throughout the 
United States since 2013 when she made her debut in her hometown with 
the Asheville Symphony Orchestra.

Russell spent the 2018-2019 season with the Toledo Opera as the soprano 
resident artist singing a variety of roles during that year’s productions of 
Magic Flute, The Ballad of Baby Doe and Carmen, including a principal 
role, Frasquita, in Carmen. “The staff and season aligned with my style,” 
she recalls.
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of talented youth and the opportunities afforded in church and school – 
church choirs, middle school musicals, high school chorus – up to a point. 
That point arrived when a teacher suggested that she attend a production of 
La Traviata during one of her summers.

She attended the opening performance, went back on four other nights 
and each time wept throughout, so overwhelmed was she by the music and 
the production. Opera, after that, was her passion. 

Her recent performances include Daisy Buchanan in John Harbison’s The 
Great Gatsby and Charlene in Christopher Weiss’s Service Provider dur-
ing her second season as a young artist at Seagle Music Colony. She has 

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help cover the 
services you’re most likely to use —

Dental Insurance

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive 
Benefi ts Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. 
Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is 
not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-4433 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate 
C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: 
P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.
6154-0120

X-rays CrownsCleanings Fillings Dentures

1-844-334-8627
dental50plus.com/truth

Preventive care starts right away

Helps cover over 350 services

Go to any dentist you want – but save more 
with one in our network

No deductible, no annual maximum

faculty and board members, and most critically, the committee members who 
vote for the Hall of Fame admission.
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recognition for the greatest UT men’s basketball team of all time. The second 
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More on that later.

also appeared, as Donna Elvira in Don Giovanni, the title role in Savitri, 
and Elaine in Later the Same Evening with Northwestern University Opera 
Theater; Rosalinde in Die Fledermaus with Boston University Tanglewood 
Institute; and Pamina in �������	�
��
��with Seagle Music Colony and Fur-
man University.

After La Boheme, she will be heading to Chicago and making her company 
debut in June with Lyric Opera Unlimited in the Chicago premiere of Blue.

UToledo.. continued from page 8

Date: 2/13 | 8PM
Event: Thursday Night Live Featuring Art Bishop
Location: The Spotlight Lounge 710 S. Reynolds Rd.
Cost: $5
Host/Info.: Tracy Haynes
Details: Come out and enjoy this week’s rendition of “Thursday Night Live” 

with Karaoke from 8-10 then right after the a performance from legendary 
Saxophonist  “Art Bishop”.

Date: 2/14 | 9PM-1AM
Event: Love’s Holiday: A Tribute to Earth, Wind & Fire
Location: The Distillery 4311 Heatherdowns Blvd.
Cost: Contact Organizer
Host/Info.: The Overton Project & Carmen Miller Music
Details: An evening of Live music honoring the legendary band Earth, Wind 

& Fire.
Date: 2/16 | 6PM-10PM
Event: Love & Laughter 9
Location: Kip’s Retro 3922 Secor Rd.
Cost: $10
Host/Info.: Wall Music/ M3M Management
Details: Enjoy a night of live music featuring local performers and musicians

Date: 2/20 | 8PM
Event: Thursday Night Live featuring Wall Music
Location: The Spotlight Lounge
Cost: $5
Host/Info.: Tracy Haynes
Details: Your Thursday nights just got better with a musical event to groove 

to. Enjoy karaoke, live music and drink specials all night.

Date: 2/23 | 5PM-9PM

Black History Month Events... continued from page 5 Event: Dop Hoodie Day Party
Location: The Peacock 2007 Monroe St. 
Cost: $5
Host/Info.: KOOL2DOS & DJ Syck 
Details: Rock a DOPE hoodie & come through for music, food, fun, & priz-
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Date: 2/27 | 8PM
Event: Thursday Night Live featuring The Katch Band
Location: The Spotlight Lounge 710 S. Reynolds Rd.
Cost: $5
Host/Info.: Tracy Haynes
Details: Enjoy “Thursday Night Live” with Karaoke from 8-10 followed by 

a performance from the extraordinary “Katch Band”. $2 Burgers and drink 
specials to match. 
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Every Sunday 
morning, you get 
to do your favor-
ite thing. You get 
to sing.

You know the 
words to all the 
songs without 
even looking. Every tune is one you’ve sang be-
fore, one your Mama’s known since she was little, 
one your Grandma sang once upon a time. All you 
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lifted high, and as in the new book By and By by 
Carole Boston Weatherford, illustrated by Bry-
an Collier, your praise rises beyond the clouds.

Though you’ve always liked to sing, Charles Al-
bert Tindley’s entire life was a song.

It started as a sad song, when he was born in 
Maryland nearly 170 years ago: his father was a 
slave and his mother was a free woman. The law 
said that Charles was free like his mother and 
so, when she died and because his father had no 
rights, the boy suddenly had no parents! His aunt 
took him in and sent him to work on nearby farms.

The work was hard but singing gave Charles 
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tween the crops. This inspired him to want to learn 

By and By: Charles Albert Tindley, the Father of 
Gospel Music by Carole Boston Weatherford,  
Illustrated by Bryan Collier
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

The Truth Contributor

January 29, 2020

c.2020
Atheneum Books for Young 

Readers 
$17.99 / $23.99 Canada

48 pages

Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

4 0 4 5  A  L a n g s t o n  P l a c e ,  S y l v a n i a ,  O h i o  4 3 5 6 0
P :  4 1 9 - 8 4 2 - 8 4 8 0   E :  i n v e s t e k m a n a g e m e n t . c o m

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample
storage, high ceilings and
breath-taking views! Stop in
today to see our beautifully
landscaped grounds, resort-like
swimming pool and clubhouse
with its fully-equipped fitness
center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.

��������	��
�������
�������������)q������
�����
���
hearth, he taught himself to read the newspaper 
and then, a Bible.

Young Charles was inspired! Soon, he started 
looking for a church to attend and when he found 
one, he went – and even though he had no shoes, 
the preacher there welcomed him and let him tes-
tify before the congregation. Charles promised 
himself that nothing would ever come between 
him and God, ever.

As he grew with God, Charles Albert Tindley 
became Reverend Tindley, who had a wife and a 
church and a congregation all his own. His church 
helped people during the Great Depression. They 
had an orchestra. And every Sunday, the songs 
that Reverend Tindley wrote were lifted up to God 
– just as they are now, this week, perhaps, in your 
own church…

If your household is like most, music surrounds 
your child from a variety of sources: oldies, new 
artists, classics, and hymns. Some come from 
what may be a surprising source, and By and By 
tells the tale.

And yet, use caution when introducing this story 
to your kids: for the smallest reader, the story of 
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more explaining. Author Carole Boston Weath-
erford’s poem-biography tells a lot but perhaps 
not enough so that preschoolers will easily under-
�
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to be of further help – or, alternately, you can let 
the lush artwork from Bryan Collier teach your 

elite, but it does mean that God has more in store 
for her. A lady of distinction wears and accepts 
her crown with honor, and anyone that she comes 
into contact with is completed simply because 
������	������?�

The program concluded with the presentation 
of four special recognitions and closing remarks. 
Toledo City Council Members Yvonne Harper 
and Larry Sykes presented a proclamation to the 
Top Ladies of Distinction and a proclamation to 
Bishop McKinstry.
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to join us this afternoon. Thank you, Bishop, for 
the word. Thank you to our ladies, lords and top 
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ter president during closing remarks.

The Toledo Chapter of Top Ladies of Dis-
tinction are: Lady Ann Battles, organizer; Lady 
Mary McKinley-Reed, president; Lady Denise 
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ond vice president and project chair; Lady Wanda 

Terrell Galloway, recording sec-
retary and director of operations; 
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secretary and chaplain; Lady 
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treasurer; Lady Delores An-
derson, Sargent at Arms; Lady 
Delores Bates, historian; Lady 
Madeline Standard. Top Teens: 
Teen Taiya Miller, president; 
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ident; Teen Esparenza Mallauer, 
second vice president; Teen Daiya 
Miller, treasurer; and Teen Amari 
Wilson, secretary. Lords: Everett 
Anderson, Larry Cardwell, Rovert 
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Reed, and Willie Tucker.

Top Ladies of Distinction have 
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of America, status of Women, 
senior citizens, community beau-
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literacy, and sickle cell disease 
awareness.

 

Ladies of Distinction.. continued from page 12

child everything he needs to know for now about 
this inspiring tale.

The four-to-eight-year-old child who loves 
to sing, who loves to dance, and who loves her 
church will want you to read this book. By and By 
could become her favorite thing.
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KAPTUR ENCOURAGES NORTH-
ERN OHIOANS TO APPLY FOR 
2020 CENSUS JOBS
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MOVE TO AMEND IS SEEKING 
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Top Ladies, Top Teens, Lords, Toledo City Council, Bishop McKinstry

Top Ladies of Distinction’s Prayer Breakfast
By Tricia Hall

The Sojourner’s Truth

Pink, gold and white decorations welcomed dozens of guests to the To-
ledo Chapter of Top Ladies of Distinction and Top Teens of America’s an-
nual prayer breakfast on Saturday, January 25, 2020.

Lady Denise Black Poon served as the mistress of ceremonies and pro-
gram co-chair. The program opened with a congregational song, praise 
dance presented by Top Teens, and prayer delivered by Lady Clara Brank. 
The program also provided information about three programs that the 
chapter supports. LaShardaw Scott spoke about sickle cell, Paige Reyes 
spoke about March of Dimes, and Lady Delores Bates spoke about Boots 
for Bare Feet.

Immediately following breakfast, Lady Wanda Terrell Galloway, pro-
gram co-chair introduced the featured speaker Bishop Pat McKinstry. The 
bishop also blessed the prayer cards that were collected from attendees.

Bishop McKinstry has held the position of Worship Center pastor for 30 
years, worked in ministry a total of 60 years, married to her husband Luther 
McKinstry Jr. for 50 years and mother to Prophet Luther Luther McKin-
stry III. The bishop connected the breakfast theme with the organization’s 
name and focused on why a Lady of Distinction shall wear a crown.

“Serving as a lady of distinction allows people to recognize the calling 
or blessing on your life. That doesn’t mean that a lady of distinction is 

Discount applied at time of purchase. Terms and Conditions Apply. * Subject to 3rd party credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required.  Receive a free 
American Standard Cadet Toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation Shower, or Deluxe Shower. Offer valid only while supplies last. Limit one 
per household. Must be first time  purchaser. All offers subject to change prior to purchase. See www.AmericanStandardBathtubs.com for other restrictions and 
for licensing, warranty, and company information. * CSLB B982796; Suffolk NY:5543IH; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. LLC does not sell in Nassau NY,  
Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY.

 �EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST! 
Only American Standard has OVER 

140 years of experience and offers  

the Liberation Walk-In Bathtub.

 �SUPERIOR DESIGN! 
Ultra low easy entry and exit design, 

wide door, built-in safety bar and 

textured floor provides a safer bathing 

experience.

 �PATENTED QUICK-DRAIN® 
TECHNOLOGY
 �LIFETIME WARRANTY! 
The ONLY Lifetime Warranty on the 

bath AND installation, INCLUDING 

labor backed by American Standard.

 �44 HYDROTHERAPY JETS! 
More than any other tub we’ve seen.

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,500

Lifetime Warranty! 
Finance Options Available*

FREE!
An In-Home  

Evaluation Will  

Be Scheduled 

At Your Earliest  

Convenience

FREE!
Savings Include an 

American Standard 

Right Height Toilet 

FREE! ($500 Value)

855-481-9036
Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/truth

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

Walk-In Tubs

Irish Highlights
Self-Drive from $949

CALL 866-861-0829
Book your dream Irish adventure today!

Drive the iconic Ring of Kerry 
or sample whiskey in 
Tullamore. Explore the 
Emerald Isle your way with 
go-today. Call now!

... continued on page 10

Lady Denise Black Poon, Lady Mary McKinley Reed, Bishop Pat McKinstry, Lady 
Wanda Terrell Galloway

Toledo City Council presenting proclamations

Top Teens Bishop McKinstry


