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Community Calendar
January 24
A Discussion and Information Session on Politics and the 202 Elections: 10 am; 
Mott Branch Library; Sponsored by Councilman Tyrone Riley

February 4
Credit Repair Seminar: 6 to 8 pm; Hosted by Jason White, 700 club Witness 
Riches; Mott Branch Library

February 8
VIP Breakfast for CEO’s VPs and Managers: 10 to 11:30 am; Complimentary; 
Crusaders for Christ Church; Register Eventbrite.com – Deadline 02.02.2020

February 16
The Movement on the Move: 2 pm; Over the Top Occasions (formerly Garden 
Lake); To inspire and energize young adults in the voting process: 419-304-2733 
or 419-283-8369

In the Spirit of MLK
By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, Ph.D.

The Truth Contributor

On the weekend before MLK Day, the Lucas County Mental Health and 
Recovery Services Board (MHRSB) announced that it had applied for and 
was awarded, $1 million to fund the Opioid Response Initiative developed by 
�������	�
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Church. 

New Concepts provides culturally competent and evidence-based treat-
ment and recovery support services for Substance Use Disorders (SUD). 
The million-dollar grant will allow the organization to provide treatment, 
manage education and outreach activities and disperse funds to other col-
laborators such as Adelante, UMDAOP Lucas County, and the Toledo Lu-
cas County Health Department.

A Critical Need:
In 2007 there were two opioid-related deaths in Lucas County’s black 

community. In 2017, the number of black deaths attributed to opioids rose 
to 32 after only 10 years. And, although the number of people with SUDs 
nationally outnumbers those who suffer from heart disease, cancer, or dia-
betes, an effective response to the problem of SUDs has eluded black and 
brown people primarily due to the public, institutional and internalized 
personal stigma surrounding addiction and treatment. 

Historically, blacks and Hispanics suffering from addiction have been 
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and steered directly into the criminal justice system. Conversely, whites 
have historically been viewed more sympathetically under the “disease” 
model of addiction and are thus more likely to be compassionately es-
corted into the health care system.

Notably, the grant award was announced to the public on the weekend of 
"#%�&������	�����
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In a poignant essay in The New Tri-State Defender titled ‘Day of Ser-
��	�*�����+��'�/�����5'��������<�'&'������������������=�������������������-
vice” that has accompanied Dr. Martin Luther King Day since 1994, has 
become “a sham.”

������*�����������>�
The typical “service” activities such as slapping a coat of paint on di-

lapidated inner-city buildings or cleaning up trash from broken glass and 
debris-strewn vacant lots in communities of color, subversively blames 
victims for their conditions by challenging them to “pray for those in pov-
erty, pick up more trash.” In other words, “to engage in charitable acts 
instead of advocating for justice.” 

�������	
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What if MLK Day became the day where elected officials, clergy and commu-
nity advocates presented progressive policy proposals to the public in Dr. King’s 
honor?                                       -  Earle J. Fisher 
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black lives, “Calls for service, in an inequitable environment, are concoc-
tions of deception and disrespectful to Dr. King’s transcendent legacy,” 
����������������'
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opportunity to improve our efforts to address the treatment needs of Afri-
can Americans, Latino and other minority populations,” says Scott Sylak, 
MHRSB’s executive director. “We hope that the intentionality of our efforts 
will positively impact treatment success rates while reducing the number of 
deaths related to an opioid-related overdose.” 

... continued on page 4

Scott Sylak of MHRSB
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Lafe Tolliver

Rock ‘em … sock ‘em!
By Lafe Tolliver, Esq

Guest Column

Well, if you are a boxing aficionado, the upcoming battle of the 
teams of lawyers that will duke it out on national television on the 
Senate floor regarding the impeachment of Herr Trump plans to be 
a doozy!

As you may have heard, Herr Trump plans to add to his brawlers 
the notorious Ken Starr of President Clinton impeachment fame and 
the, “I wanna be with the big boys” Alan Dershowitz, the famous 
Harvard law professor who claims to be on the side of the Constitu-
tion but has a blind eye for all things Trump.

For Dershowitz, what Trump has been alleged to have done, is no 
big deal and does not call for removal from office. Even if Trump’s 
intents were to sabotage the 2020 election for personal gain and to 
keep a death grip on the Oval Office.

One hugely big reason for Herr Trump’s feverish desire to keep in 
power is the fact that if he loses the 2020 election, he knows that 
subpoenas and warrants for his arrest will be awaiting him at the 
front gate of the White House.

From where I sit and eat my tuna salad sandwich, Herr Trump is 
as guilty as one putting ketchup on a prime rib steak! The man is 
wacko when it comes to having any semblance of being fit for the 
presidency, but his hypnotized base and the feckless GOP will glad-
ly crawl across a desert of glass shards and black mamba snakes in 
their undies in order to kiss his ring finger!

That is how bizarre so-called Republican oath takers have fallen 
in their duty to the country but now pledging allegiance to their cult 
leader, Herr Trump.

If you saw the chief justice of the United States Supreme Court 
swear in the senators when they were told to raise their right hand 
and affirm an oath of impartiality and to hear and deliberate on all of 
the evidence, surely, as I did think, that lightning would have struck 
the majority of the lying GOP senators who have already made up 
their minds to acquit Herr Trump.

Even Lindsay Graham and Mitch (Moscow Mitch) McConnell 
have brazenly confessed on national television that they have made 
up their minds and will do everything in their power to have Herr 
Trump walk out a free man.

Considering their oaths of office and those preconceived state-
ments of the innocence of Herr Trump, both Lindsey Graham and 
Mitch McConnell should be indicted on charges of perjury.

 If a common man who was to sit as a juror in a Lucas County 
felony criminal trial was to tell the judge upfront that he or she was 
going to acquit without deliberating on one witness or one document 
or on one word, the judge would has tossed that miscreant out on his 
or her tush.

But not in this twilight zone of hyper gibberish and the pummel-
ing of the constitution by those who think that Trump is a mandate 
from God!

Is democracy in trouble? You betcha! If Trump wins in 2020, the 
devil on steroids will be released via Trump’s vain imagination and 
fragile ego and he will explode with vengeance against all foes, real 
or imagined.

Most political pundits have already resigned themselves to a farce 
of a “trial” and glumly predict that Trump will be acquitted. 

Of course, Trump will take that acquittal to also mean that the 
stain of the word impeachment is to be no longer associated with his 
name and his will probably signed an executive order removing the 
word impeachment from his name and legacy.

That will cause a hue and cry from those who still value the rule 
of law but unless the Democrats win the Senate in 2020, they will 
lose the high ground of trying to overturn with vetoes the madness 
of Herr Trump.

    What is all this leading to you say? A continued and
accelerated coarsening of the public good and further ill-will to all 

who oppose Trump.
    The polarization of the American society will be sharpened, and 

the specter of depression and listlessness will overtake many who 
believe that their voices are being stifled by a crime syndicate in the 
White House and a GOP whose only concern is

power and more pow-
er!

Has America lost its 
way? Undoubtedly so 
and as I said before, de-
mocracy is a fragile but-
terfly that unless it is 
protected from ill winds 
and cold drafts and is 
nourished with healthy 
nectars, it will fall to 
ground, lifeless and 
scarred.

So, watch the Senate 
proceedings and care-
fully note the voices 
that should be shouting 
for the care and safety 
of the butterfly become 
drowned out; and those 
who wish to harm the 
butterfly, become more 
bellicose and virulent in 
their professed love of 
the flag and all things 
American. 

Offer of credit subject to credit approval.

eMail

HOME MORTGAGES

Watch James’ story and 
start your conversation at 
First-Fed.com/EagleMail

Every part 
personalized.

JAMES BAILEY | FIRST-TIME HOMEOWNER

Dear Eagle, 

We wanted a backyard and enough 

bedrooms for all of us. When we got our 

house, it had everything we wanted and 

more. Thank you!

Sincerely, James Bailey

1707 Cherry St., Toledo
(inside the Seaway Marketplace)

419-214-4302

2920 W. Central Ave., Toledo
419-537-9300
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Maggie Walker

National Park Service and Zeta Phi Beta 
Sorority, Inc. Team up to Engage African-
American women and Young Girls in Historic 
preservation

The National Park Service (NPS) and Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. 
(Zeta) have established a national partnership that will provide new op-
portunities for African-American women and young girls to experience 
national parks, historic sites and monuments as well as promote interest 
in historic preservation careers.

Recognizing the strength and potential in linking the two organiza-
tions, NPS Deputy Director David Vela and Zeta International Centen-
nial President Valerie Hollingsworth Baker formalized the partnership 
during a signing ceremony at the National Museum of African Ameri-
can History and Culture in Washington on January 16, 2020, the 100th 
anniversary of the founding of Zeta Phi Beta.

“We are honored to celebrate this momentous partnership with Zeta 
Phi Beta Sorority on their centennial anniversary,” Vela said. “This 
partnership is not just about this day or this single celebration, but about 
every day that follows and the work that both of our organizations will 
put into this effort. The National Park Service is proud to join Zeta in 
this effort and will continue to build on our progress toward our shared 
goals as both of our organizations move into their second century of 
service.”

Zeta Phi Beta was founded on January 16, 1920 at Howard Univer-
sity and includes a membership of more than 125,000 college-educated, 
dynamic, community service-driven, diverse and professional women. 
Notable Zetas include Maggie L. Walker and Zora Neale Hurston.

“This signing commemorates the centennial celebration of Zeta Phi 
Beta, and showcases our dedication to providing opportunities for Afri-
can-American women and young girls,” Hollingsworth-Baker said. “We 

are committed to celebrating the roles 
women have played in America, and 
continue to create programs and train-
ing for women advancement. With the 
National Park Service providing ac-
cess to experience parks, historic sites 
and monuments, we will make our 
communities better.”

Among the 419 national parks man-
aged by NPS is Maggie L Walker Na-
tional Historic Site in Richmond, Vir-
ginia, which preserves the home and 
tells the story of the esteemed Zeta. 
As bank president, newspaper editor 
and fraternal leader, Walker served 
as an inspiration of pride and prog-
ress. The site provides visitors the op-
portunity to learn about the legacy of 
Maggie Walker and her contribution 
to civil rights advancement, economic 
empowerment, and educational opportunities for Jim Crow-era African 
Americans and women.

More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for America’s 
419 national parks and work with communities across the nation to help 
preserve local history and create close-to-home recreational opportuni-
ties. 

Valerie Hollingsworth-Baker
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DIXIE
DIXIE CARS DIV. DIXIE AUTO LEASING INC

OFF LEASE - 4 DOOR SEDANS

419-476-8678

$2,500
THIRTY DAY WARRANTY

5876 N. DETROIT AVE.     TOLEDO, OHIO 43612

Martin Luther King Jr.

What Is Your Life’s Blueprint?
Six months before he was assassinated, King spoke to a group of students at Barratt 
Junior High School in Philadelphia on October 26, 1967.

I want to ask you a question, 
and that is: What is your life’s 
blueprint?

Whenever a building is con-
structed, you usually have an 
architect who draws a blueprint, 
and that blueprint serves as the 
pattern, as the guide, and a build-
ing is not well erected without a 
good, solid blueprint.

Now each of you is in the pro-
cess of building the structure 
of your lives, and the question 
is whether you have a proper, a 
solid and a sound blueprint.

hosts of heaven and earth will have to pause and say: Here lived a great 
street sweeper who swept his job well. If you can’t be a pine at the top of 
the hill, be a shrub in the valley. Be be the best little shrub on the side of 
the hill.

Be a bush if you can’t be a tree. If you can’t be a highway, just be a trail. 
If you can’t be a sun, be a star. For it isn’t by size that you win or fail. Be 
the best of whatever you are.

— From the estate of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

I want to suggest some of the things that should begin your life’s blue-
print. Number one in your life’s blueprint, should be a deep belief in your 
own dignity, your worth and your own somebodiness. Don’t allow any-
body to make you fell that you’re nobody. Always feel that you count. Al-
ways feel that you have worth, and always feel that your life has ultimate 
������	��	�'

Secondly, in your life’s blueprint you must have as the basic principle 
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You’re going to be deciding as the days, as the years unfold what you will 
do in life — what your life’s work will be. Set out to do it well.

And I say to you, my young friends, doors are opening to you–doors of 
opportunities that were not open to your mothers and your fathers — and 
the great challenge facing you is to be ready to face these doors as they 
open.

Ralph Waldo Emerson, the great essayist, said in a lecture in 1871, “If 
a man can write a better book or preach a better sermon or make a better 
mousetrap than his neighbor, even if he builds his house in the woods, the 
world will make a beaten path to his door.”

This hasn’t always been true — but it will become increasingly true, and 
so I would urge you to study hard, to burn the midnight oil; I would say to 
you, don’t drop out of school. I understand all the sociological reasons, but 
I urge you that in spite of your economic plight, in spite of the situation that 
you’re forced to live in — stay in school.

And when you discover what you will be in your life, set out to do it as if 
God Almighty called you at this particular moment in history to do it. don’t 
just set out to do a good job. Set out to do such a good job that the living, 
the dead or the unborn couldn’t do it any better.

If it falls your lot to be a street sweeper, sweep streets like Michelangelo 
painted pictures, sweep streets like Beethoven composed music, sweep 
streets like Leontyne Price sings before the Metropolitan Opera. Sweep 
streets like Shakespeare wrote poetry. Sweep streets so well that all the 

Perryman... continued from page 2

The award, then, in the spirit of MLK, is a tribute to the bold and coura-
geous effort of Sylak to create a behavioral health system in Lucas County 
that is a model for diversity, inclusion, and health equity throughout the 
state of Ohio. 

Also, in the spirit of King, the successful grant is a testament to the ex-
traordinary vision of Bishop Duane C. Tisdale, when he created New Con-
cepts in 1994 as a tangible faith-based response to the destruction of black 
lives from the crack epidemic. 

The persistence of Janice Edwards, the staff of New Concepts, and John 
/����������\"]&]^<�������������
���������������
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diction begins to accept contemporary approaches such as alternatives to 
incarceration instead of continuing the criminalization of addiction.

It is the efforts of these individuals who, in the true spirit of MLK, were 
able to challenge racial and institutional stigmas to change how we think 
about and treat addiction in communities of color.

 Contact Rev. Donald Perryman, PhD, at drdlperryman@centerofhope-
baptist.org
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Civil Rights Leaders Respond to Trump 
Administration’s Latest Attack on Fair 
Housing, Legacy of Martin Luther King, Jr
��������	
���	��	��	�
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Leaders of The National Fair Housing Alliance, Lawyers’ Commit-
tee for Civil Rights Under Law, National Low Income Housing Coali-
tion, National Housing Law Project, and Alliance for Housing Justice 
held a media conference call last week to express opposition to the 
Trump administration’s latest attack against a critical Fair Housing 
Act tool for fighting housing discrimination. You can listen to a re-
cording of the full press call here.

The proposed rule released by the Department of Housing and Ur-
ban Development (HUD) just days before Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
would effectively eliminate the Affirmatively Furthering Fair Hous-
ing (AFFH) mandate under the Fair Housing Act. Congress passed the 
Fair Housing Act one week after the assassination of Dr. King in 1968 
as an honorific to the civil rights leader who had fought for passage 
of the bill. It remains an important part of his legacy.

In response to HUD’s proposal, a coalition of advocacy groups 
launched fightforhousingjustice.org, where those who oppose the rule 
and support the fight against housing discrimination can get more in-
formation and submit a comment to HUD.

These civil rights leaders released the following statements in re-
sponse to the Trump Administration’s move to eliminate the AFFH 
rule:

Kristen Clarke, President and Executive Director, Lawyers’ 
Committee for Civil Rights Under Law

“The 2015 Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing Rule was a his-

toric victory for the civil rights movement. Secretary Carson should 
do the right thing: withdraw this disastrous proposal and take steps 
to restart the implementation of the 2015 rule. Secretary Carson not 
only seeks to dismantle HUD’s system for providing oversight of its 
fair housing grantees, the proposed rule also doubles as a transpar-
ently ideological attack on equitable local policies that advance racial 
and economic justice. In no uncertain terms, we condemn this latest 
attempt by Secretary Carson to undermine fair housing efforts in our 
country.”

Lisa Rice, President and CEO, National 
Fair Housing Alliance

“This proposed rule is not a fair housing 
rule at all. It is a deregulation rule, cloaked 
in affordable housing language masquerading 
as a fair housing rule. This rule represents the 
antithesis of what fair housing is all about. 
It discards the anti-discrimination, equity and 
opportunity lenses that were key features of 
the 2015 regulation. It takes a free market ap-
proach to solving issues of inequality and segregation – a model that 
has never worked. It discards the requirement for jurisdictions and 
public housing authorities to complete a comprehensive analysis of 
barriers to fair housing and adopt plans to overcome them. It also 
does not give jurisdictions the directed guidance they requested to en-
able them to fulfill their fair housing obligations and will likely open 
them up to increased liability. The GAO issued a report admonishing 
HUD for not effectively enforcing the AFFH mandate. The 2015 rule 
addressed the GAO’s findings and incorporated its recommendations. 
This rule does neither. HUD must abandon this ill-fated effort and 
reinstate the 2015 regulation post haste.”

Diane Yentel, President and CEO, National Low Income Housing 
Coalition

“Secretary Carson’s proposal is a complete retreat from critical ef-
forts to undo historic, government-driven patterns of housing discrim-
ination and segregation throughout the U.S. This proposed rule under-
scores Secretary Carson’s fundamental misunderstanding or willful 
misreading of the Fair Housing Act and its obligations. His proposal 
would allow communities to ignore the essential racial desegregation 
obligations of fair housing law and is the latest of Secretary Carson’s 
attempts to weaken and disrupt HUD’s fair housing duties. Secretary 
Carson must abandon the ill-conceived proposal to gut the AFFH and 
instead work to vigorously enforce his obligation to further fair hous-
ing in our country.”

Shamus Roller, Executive Director, National Housing Law Proj-
ect

“HUD has proposed a rule that advances the Trump Administra-
tion’s deregulation agenda under the guise of fair housing. Make no 
mistake:  this rule promotes neither fair housing nor affordable hous-
ing objectives. Instead, this proposal continues the Administration’s 
pattern of attacking civil rights and housing access. HUD’s proposal 
releases jurisdictions from having to examine whether they are per-
petuating discrimination and segregation. Pretending our country’s 
legacy of housing discrimination does not exist is not a valid federal 
housing policy. Putting our heads in the sand will not suddenly cre-
ate inclusive communities, nor will it address the enduring impacts of 

Lisa Rice

%%%	��������$	��	����	&'
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Se. Brown Joins Sen. Booker in Introducing 
Legislation to Ban Discrimination Based on 
Hair Textures and Hairstyles
Senators’ Legislation Follows Recent Reports of Hair Discrimination in Ohio and Across the Nation
Special to The Truth

U.S. Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-OH) has 
joined Sen. Cory Booker (D-NJ) in introduc-
ing the Create a Respectful and Open World 
for Natural Hair (CROWN) Act, legislation 
to ban discrimination based on hair textures 
and hairstyles that are commonly associ-
ated with a particular race or national ori-
gin. Reps. Cedric Richmond (D-LA), Mar-
cia Fudge (D-OH), Ayanna Pressley (D-MA) 
and Barbara Lee (D-CA) have introduced a 
House version of the bill.

Right now, existing federal law prohibits 
some forms of hair discrimination as a type 
of racial or national origin discrimination. 
However, some federal courts have narrow-
ly construed those protections in a way that 
permits schools, workplaces, and federally 
funded institutions to discriminate against 
people of African descent who wear certain 
types of natural or protective hairstyles. The 
CROWN Act changes that by making clear 

DALE-RIGGS FUNERAL HOME, INC
(419) 248-4254 • DALEFH.COM

Full Service Funeral Package
                              STARTING AT $2,695.00 

Let an old friend help you through tough times. 
We have served the Toledo community for more than 100 years. Give us 

the opportunity to serve you again. Call us for more information. 

572 Nebraska Avenue • Toledo, Ohio 43604
Sheryl A. Riggs, Managing Director

that discrimination based on natural and protective hairstyles associ-
ated with people of African descent, including hair that is tightly coiled 
or tightly curled, locs, cornrows, twists, braids, Bantu knots, and Afros, 
is a prohibited form of racial or national origin discrimination.

“No one should face discrimination in the workplace or in school for 
wearing their hair the way it grows naturally,” said Senator Brown. 
“We’ve heard too often of black workers or students targeted and 
treated unfairly, simply because of their hair texture and hairstyle. If 
we truly value the dignity of work, we cannot accept discrimination 
of any kind. This legislation will make a much-needed clarification 
that will help ensure civil rights in our schools, workplaces and fed-
erally funded institutions are protected.”

“Discrimination against black hair is discrimination against black 
people,” Senator Booker said. “Implicit and explicit biases against 
natural hair are deeply ingrained in workplace norms and society at 
large. This is a violation of our civil rights, and it happens every day 
for black people across the country. You need to look no further than 
Gabrielle Union, who was reportedly fired because her hair was ‘too 
black’ - a toxic dog-whistle African Americans have had to endure 

for far too long. No one should be harassed, punished, or fired for 
the beautiful hairstyles that are true to themselves and their cultural 
heritage. Our work on this important issue was enhanced by the tire-
less advocacy of my colleagues in the Congressional Black Caucus, 
Crown Coalition advocate Adjoa B. Asamoah, and the NAACP Legal 
Defense and Educational Fund.”

Pervasive discrimination against natural hair also remains a signifi-
cant barrier to the professional advancement of people of color, espe-
cially black women. A recent study found that black women are 50 per-
cent more likely to be sent home from the workplace because of their 
hair, and 80 percent of black women feel the need to change their hair 
from its natural state to fit in at the office. The same study found that 
black women’s hair is three times more likely to be perceived as unpro-
fessional.

Cincinnati City Council voted in October to make it illegal to discrim-
inate against people with natural hair, making Cincinnati the second city 
in the country to pass such a law.
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Brandon Tucker, Bishop Rudolph McKissick Jr, and John Jones

The Men of Alpha Phi Alpha Host Annual 
Scholarship Breakfast 
By Tricia Hall

The Sojourner’s Truth Reporter

Over 450 attendees enjoyed the 28th annual event sponsored by the Al-
pha Xi Lambda Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc., held on Janu-
ary 18.

Kristian Brown, 13abc news anchor, was the mistress of ceremonies and 
introduced Franklin Brewer who led the Negro National Anthem, and Rev. 
James Jones who delivered the invocation and video presentations of the 
scholarship recipients. 

`���
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Kapszukiewicz. “I bring greetings from the city of Toledo. This breakfast 
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jor for Justice Award. The 2020 recipient was David Fleetwood who is 
the business manager of LIUNA, Laborers Local 500, that has over 1,200 
members. Fleetwood also serves as associate pastor of The Body of Christ 
��!�	�� ���`������ ������������`���#!	�����!����{��|���	��&�����
-
ment Board and is vice chairman of The Toledo-Lucas County Port Au-
�������'�~�������������������������������"�	����������������������������
a proud father and grandfather. “I am a product of grace. I didn’t achieve 
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Richard Jackson, Keith Nelson, and Greg Walker
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Council Woman  

Cecelia Adams, 
PhD

���!��������`�������������!�	���{�����]��#����
• Taking a comprehensive approach to issues facing

 the city - Economic Development and Job Creation; Finance, Human Re-
sources and Information Technology; Neighborhoods; Public Safety, Crimi-
nal Justice and Law; Utilities and Public Service; Youth, Parks and Recre-
������������������<���������������	�������������������������������!���
���
hole repair and sustaining clean water for our city.
• Updating the public consistently on budget, income, and expenditures.
• Having accountability measures in place at all levels. 
��%��
��������
���������!�������	������!�����������	�������	�������������
city’s labor movement to keep Toledo progressive for the future.

�������	!�����������������	������	��������!������	�������������������
strengthening the partnership with the city and Toledo Public Schools.
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Albert and Helen Easterly

BROADWAY NIGHT  
WITH RENÉE ELISE  
GOLDSBERRY
JANUARY 25, 2020, 8 PM 
STRANAHAN THEATER
Michelle Merrill, conductor

Renée Elise Goldsberry rose to fame as Angelica  
Schuyler in the musical phenomenon Hamilton, 
winning a Tony and Grammy Award for her role.  
Now, see her with the TSO as she performs music  
from Broadway, including shows like Rent 
and The Lion King. Not to be missed!
 FROM 

BROADWAY’S 
HIT PHENOMENON 

HAMILTON!

Rev. Albert and Helen Easterly Celebrate 
Their 68th
WOW! 68 years as a couple – What A Blessing!
By Karen Cession, Albert and Helen Easterly’s Daughter

Special to The Truth

In a recent conversation with daddy, I asked him how he and momma met. You 
see, I knew their anniversary would be coming up on January 9, 2020, but I did 
not know the background story.

Daddy stated that as a young man, his mother (Big Momma) asked him to 
walk to a wedding with her, so he did. The wedding was at the home of George 
and Alice Sparks, (my grandparents). He stated that at the wedding, he saw my 
mother across the room talking to someone and knew right then that she had cap-
tivated his heart. Maybe not his exact words, but the meaning is the same. After 
two years of dating and 66 years of marriage later, they are still hanging tough.

“You have captivated my heart, my sister, my bride; you have captivated my 
heart with one glance of your eyes, with one jewel of your necklace.” Song of 
Solomon 4:9

I say hanging tough because as every married couple can attest to, not every 
day is one of sunshine, blue skies and roses; sometimes you have to go through 
the rain and through some storms to appreciate the sunshine, blue skies and the 
roses that bloom from the rain. I learned from them that you have to put God in 
the midst of it all, and sometimes you just have to turn it over to God and he will 
work it out.

They both have a beautiful spirit and a very loving heart. They love children, 
family and friends. They love showing you their love by giving of themselves in 
service, by feeding you, teaching you, and if you are in need, they will help you 
if they can. Family and fellowship with family is very important to both of them.

This past December when I came home for Christmas, I noticed something 
very special happen. Every morning daddy would come downstairs and sit in 

his recliner and then shortly after, momma 
��!���	��������'�`�������� ������ ����� ����
did was not to go into the kitchen but to go 
over to him. They hugged each other, and 
then gave each other a good morning kiss 
and would say, “I Love You and I Love You 
Too.” I could see the love and I could feel the 
love that they continue to have.

Do you still greet your spouse with a kiss 
and a hug in the morning? Could this be one 
of the keys to a lasting marriage? Ever-last-
ing, Ever-loving, Never-ending LOVE!

These two beautiful people are not just my 
parents however I am the youngest, Karen. 
They are also the loving parents of, Chee-Si 
(Althea), Derek and Niecey (Dennis). They 
have 11 grandchildren and I am not sure how many great-grandchildren.

Momma will be 86 years young this year and daddy will be 88 years young. 
We are so thankful that God continues to bless and shine his grace and mercy 
upon them.

“Let love and faithfulness never leave, bind them around your neck, write 
them on the tablet of your heart. Then you will win favor and a good name in 
the sight of God and man.” Proverbs 3:3-4
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Bishop McKissick Jr

* Savings amounts are averages based on information from The Hartford’s AARP Auto Insurance Program customers who became new auto insurance policyholders between 1/1/18 and 12/31/18 and provided data regarding their savings and 
prior carrier. Your savings may vary.

** Based on customer experience reviews shared online at www.thehartford.com/aarp as of April 2019. 

*** The gift offer is good for first time responders who provide a valid email address. Responders will be sent an email to confirm the gift. All responders in IA, IL, MA and RI who do not provide an email address are still eligible to receive the 
gift The gift offer is not available in GA, ND, NM or PA, but residents may still request a quote. The gift is available only as a limited time offer. Please allow 4-7 weeks for delivery. Bottle not included.

† If you are age 50 or older, once you’re insured through this Program for ait least 60 days, you cannot be refused renewal as long as applicable premiums are paid when due. Also, you and other customary drivers of your vehicles must retain 
valid licenses, remain physically and mentally capable of operating an automobile (not applicable in MA), have no convictions for driving while intoxicated and must not have obtained your policy through material misrepresentation. Benefit currently 
not available in HI, MI, NH, NC and TX.

§§ Limitations apply.            

AARP and its affliates are not insurers. Paid endorsement. The Hartford pays royalty fees to AARP for the use of its intellectual property. These fees are used for the general purposes of AARP. AARP membership is required for Program eligibility in most states. 

The AARP Automobile Insurance Program from The Hartford is underwritten by Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its affliates, One Hartford Plaza, Hartford, CT 06155. It is underwritten in CA by Hartford Underwriters Insurance Company; in WA, by 
Hartford Casualty Insurance Company; in MN, by Sentinel Insurance Company; and in MA, MI and PA, by Trumbull Insurance Company. Specific features, credits, and discounts may vary and may not be available in all states in accordance with state 
filings and applicable law. Applicants are individually underwritten and some may not qualify. The program is currently unavailable in Canada and U.S. Territories or possessions. 
1In Texas, the Auto Program is underwritten by Southern County Mutual Insurance Company, through Hartford Fire General Agency. Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its affiliates are not financially responsible for insurance 
products underwritten and issued by Southern County Mutual Insurance Company.                                                                                                                                                                                                            006131

No Clipping Required.

Saving is easy! With this policy, experienced 
drivers who switch save an average of $449*  
in the first year alone — and they get all the  
benefits and privileges you’d expect with 
the AARP Auto Insurance Program from  
The Hartford. Your own savings could actually 
be greater. 

The AARP® Auto Insurance Program from The Hartford.1

  

ON AUTO INSURANCE

GEICO, State Farm and Allstate
Call The Hartford
1-866-934-1379

ON AVERAGE, AARP MEMBERS ENJOY

$449* SAVINGS$449* SAVINGS

Your savings could 
be even more!

when they switch from companies like

FREE duffle bag when you 
request your free quote!***

Call The Hartford now to request a FREE money-saving quote. 

1-866-934-1379
No coupon necessary. 

Not an AARP member? If you’re 50 or over, request a FREE quote and more information today! 

� 24/7 claims service 
� Lifetime renewability† 
� Lock in your rate for a full 12 months 
� New car replacement§§   

The only national auto insurance  
program endorsed by AARP.

of customers recommend 
The Hartford**96%

es based on

this on my own. God did this for me, he made all of this possible,” said 
Fleetwood during his acceptance remarks.

The keynote address was delivered by Bishop Rudolph McKissick Jr, 
senior pastor of Bethel Church located in Jacksonville, Florida. Bishop 
McKissick has authored several books, is a board member of the National 
Action Network, a member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., and Sigma 
Pi Phi Boule. He earned a bachelor’s degree from Jacksonville University, 
a masters of Divinity Degree from the Samuel DeWitt Proctor School of 
Religion and has received an honorary doctor of divinity degree from Bet-
hune Cookman University and Virginia Union University. 

He reminded the audience that the black community has reached mile-
stones, but the work isn’t done. “Dr. King is romanticized now, but back 
than he wasn’t allowed in some churches. He urged us to take our seat at 
the table but be careful what table you’re invited to sit at. Our blood and 
sweat has paid for that seat, but not every invitation is worth our time. It’s 
not about taking photos, because sometimes they just want us in the room 
��������������������'�5!���	�������!��������?!�����!�����'�`����������!�������
still continues.”

The program concluded with the presentation of the 2020 scholarship re-
cipients, special acknowledgements, and introducing the fraternity’s men-
toring program. 

The 2020 scholarship recipients are: Brandon Burks, current senior at 
Cardinal Stritch High School who has a 4.06 GPA. Burks is a member of 
�������������~��������	�����������<//'�~�������������������	���������	�-
sion between The Ohio State University, Penn State and three others. Jabari 
Jackson, current senior at Bowsher High School has a 3.13 GPA. Jackson is 
������������]��&�����`������/[	��'�~�������������������	���������	������
between University of Toledo, Kentucky State University and Tennessee 
State University. 

Christopher Lash, current senior at St. John’s Jesuit High School has a 
3.85 GPA. Lash is a member of the National Honors Society and athlete. He 
�����������������	���������	��������������^�\�����\�������������"�	������
��������������'�{�|����<��������5�'�	!�����������������	����~�����	�����
�������'���<]����� �������� �������	����'�<�������� ���	�
�������� ������������
soccer team and member of the school band. He plans to attend The Ohio 
State University. Dannie Young IV, current senior at Emmanuel Christian 
School has a 3.5 GPA. Young is the captain of the varsity basketball team 
and plays two additional team sports. He plans to attend Johnson C. Smith 
University. “This opportunity allows me to pursue my dreams which are 
important to me,” explained Burks.

2020 event sponsors are: Presenting partner is Ohio Council of Commu-
nity Schools; Jewel Legacy partners are LIUNA Laborer’s Local 500, Mer-
cy Health Partners, Owens Corning, Toledo Lucas County Port Authority, 
`����������\�������������`���������	�����&���������������	�!�������������
College of Pharmacy; Gold Sustainer partners are African American Lead-
ership Council of United Way Brother’s United, Columbia Gas of Ohio, 
First Federal Bank, Key Bank, Mann Insurance Group, Namay Dentistry, 
Principle Business Enterprises, and Toledo Lucas County Public Library; 
ABrydseyePhoto Photography, Baptist Minister’s Conference, Southern 
Baptist Church, Books 4 Buddies, BP, NAACP Toledo Unit, United Vision, 
Rise and Shine Academy, Ruby’s Kitchen, Target Company, Theta Zeta 
Lambda chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha, Transformation Church, University of 
Toledo division of Student Affairs and Toledo Excel. 

“This time last year I asked each of you in attendance to support our vi-
sion to create a larger impact in Toledo, and now that vision is a reality with 
our Alpha Esquires. Our fraternity has awarded over $150,000 in scholar-
ships, and this is possible because of our sponsors and all of you who sup-
port this worthy cause,” said Rev. Brandon Tucker, chapter president.

Men of Alpha Phi... continued from page 8

Dr. Burney Jr and Alpha Esquires

Lutricia and Jocelynn Prater

Mary Beal Thomas, Calvin Burney Jr, PhD and 
Tashlai Burney, PhD

David Fleetwood

Bishop Pat McKinstry and 
Overseer Luther McKinstry



Page 11January 22, 2020 ��������	
��
���
	��

Civil Rights Leaders... continued from page 6

Toledo Opera presents La Bohème Giacomo 
Puccini on February 7 & 9 at the Valentine 
Theatre

Young love. Bohemian artists. Exquisite music. Set in Paris in 1830, La Bo-
���������������������!�����������
!��!�������������������������������������
friendship in the midst of great hardship. Toledo Opera presents the most be-
loved opera of all time, Puccini’s La Bohème, on February 7 & 9 at the Valen-
tine Theatre.

This new, fully staged production will be presented in Italian with English 
subtitles and will feature the Toledo Opera Chorus, Toledo Opera Children’s 
Chorus  and Toledo Symphony under the baton of James Meena. Veteran di-
rector Jeffrey Buchman who directed Carmen last season is back.

The dashing writer Rodolfo is played by tenor Zach Borichevsky. Bo-
richevsky has performed the role Rodolfo for both the Finnish National Opera 
and English National Opera.  Soprano Jessica Dold will play Mimi, the ailing 
seamstress. Dold made her company debut with Toledo Opera in Magic Flute 
last season and we are thrilled to have her returning to us.

 Alicia Russell, who was a Toledo Opera Resident Artist last year and also 

�����������!����������������������
�����������������������������������"!-
setta. Russell just won the Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions for 
North Carolina.  Brian Major, familiar to Toledo Opera audiences from Magic 
Flute & Carmen, will play Marcello, a young painter.

Playing two of Roldolfo’s starving artist friends are bass-baritone Peter Mor-
gan as Colline, a philosopher and baritone Keith Harris who plays the musician 
Schaunard. Donald Hartmann is Alcindoro/Benoi. Jeawook Lee is a current 
Toledo Opera Resident Artist and is playing the role of the toymaker, Parpi-
gnol.

Tickets are now on sale and begin at just $59. Visit toledoopera.org or call 
�!����[�^��	���������������������������	|���'�̀ ����
���!	���������
�����������
KeyBank, Elizabeth T. Wolfe for the Wolfe Family Charitable Foundation, and 
the Toledo Opera Guild.

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help cover the 
services you’re most likely to use —

Dental Insurance

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive 
Benefi ts Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. 
Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is 
not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-4433 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate 
C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: 
P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.
6154-0120

X-rays CrownsCleanings Fillings Dentures

1-844-334-8627
dental50plus.com/truth

Preventive care starts right away

Helps cover over 350 services

Go to any dentist you want – but save more 
with one in our network

No deductible, no annual maximum

Alicia Russell Brian Major

practices such as redlining and government-sanctioned segregation.”

Maria Zamudio, Associate Director, Housing Rights Committee 
of San Francisco with the Alliance for Housing Justice and Homes 
for All

“With these proposed changes to AFFH and HUDs fair housing poli-
cies, Trump and his administration are simply trying to remove regula-
tions to allow his developer friends to profit off of discrimination, ex-
ploitation and displacement. We can see through these false solutions. 
Our communities are organizing to protect ourselves and are winning 
new protections to fight for real solutions to the housing crisis. Instead 
of gutting fair housing protections, HUD and the federal government 
should invest in renter protections like rent control and just cause evic-
tion protections, full funding to rehabilitate and maintain public hous-
ing, and in millions of new units of social housing for all people that is 
safe, dignified and sustainable for our people and the planet.”
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Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

4 0 4 5  A  L a n g s t o n  P l a c e ,  S y l v a n i a ,  O h i o  4 3 5 6 0
P :  4 1 9 - 8 4 2 - 8 4 8 0   E :  i n v e s t e k m a n a g e m e n t . c o m

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample
storage, high ceilings and
breath-taking views! Stop in
today to see our beautifully
landscaped grounds, resort-like
swimming pool and clubhouse
with its fully-equipped fitness
center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.

LED Streetlight Announcement
Toledo Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz last week announced the city 

would soon begin converting the city’s 28,000 conventional high-pres-
sure sodium bulb streetlights to energy-efficient LEDs with the help of 
Toledo Edison - a change that will save $580,000 annually on energy 
costs.

“We committed to converting every streetlight to LED by the end of 
2021, and we are now following through with that promise to make our 
streets safer, more illuminated, and do so less expensively over the long 
run through the efficiency of LED lights,” Mayor Kapszukiewicz said. 
“This will save the residents and business owners of Toledo signifi-
cantly over the next decade.”

The $580,000 annual savings will cover the cost of the infrastructure 
upgrades. There is a 10-year or better return on investment for the con-
version.

The mayor was joined by Toledo Edison Regional President Rich 
Sweeney for the announcement.

“LED streetlights represent a significant improvement over existing 
street lighting technology, providing a longer service life, reduced ener-
gy consumption, and brighter, higher quality light,” Mr. Sweeney said. 
“We are pleased to be working with the city of Toledo on this project, 
which we plan to complete in 2021, which also marks Toledo Edison’s 
100th year of service to the community.”

A pilot program in the Old South End converted 200 streetlights to 
LED.

“That change in the Old South End led to brighter, safer streets, and 
that is what we expect citywide through this upgrade,” the mayor said. 
“Our community will be safer as a result of this long-overdue conver-

for the upgrade was initially estimated to be about $9.6 million but that 
was recently reduced to $5.8 million through tariff modifications with 
the Public Utilities Commission of Ohio.

The citywide conversion will begin in The Junction neighborhood of 
Toledo, where Mayor Kapszukiewicz made the announcement. All of 
the streetlights in Central Toledo and East Toledo should be converted 
in the first year, the mayor said.

“LEDs are more efficient - they consume 50 to 75 percent less elec-
tricity than the sodium lights - so Toledo can recover the conversion 
cost through energy-bill savings within 10 years,” Mayor Kapszukie-
wicz said. “The city has been working on this for several years and we 
are extremely excited to get this started now and completed by end of 
2021.”

A Toledo Edison crew replaced the sodium bulb streetlight at the 
southwest corner of Indiana Avenue and Hawley Street to an energy-
efficient LED so residents can see the significant difference.

sion.”
Toledo City Council 

received legislation 
Friday, Jan. 17 that 
will authorize a need-
ed agreement with To-
ledo Edison to begin 
the upgrades and allo-
cate necessary funds. 
The proposed 2020 
city budget includes 
$1.5 million for the 
first phase of the LED 
conversion. The cost 

Maumee Chamber 
of Commerce Joins 
Maumee City Schools 
to Host Career & Job
Expo on February 18

The Maumee Chamber of Commerce will partner with Maumee City 
Schools to host a Career & Job Expo on Tuesday, February 18 from 
2:30 – 6:30 p.m. at Maumee High School, 1147 Saco Street, Maumee, 
Ohio.

This event is free for job seekers and open to the public. Job seekers 
will have the opportunity to network with many Greater Toledo area 
employers who are seeking individuals to fill open positions.

Employers will be recruiting for exciting positions in the areas health-
care, sales, food service/restaurant, education, insurance, retail, cus-
tomer service, and much more.

Booth reservations are still available for employers who are looking 
for great talent. The cost is $75 and includes a table and chairs. Maumee 
City Schools will have close to 100 graduating seniors in attendance 
seeking full time and part-time positions. In addition, the Maumee 

Chamber of Com-
merce has invited 
students from the 
University of Toledo 
and Bowling Green 
State University who 
are also pursuing em-
ployment.

For more informa-
tion or to reserve a 
booth for your com-
pany, please contact

the Maumee Cham-
ber of Commerce at 
419-893-5805. Job 
Seekers should enter

Maumee High 
School through door 
#1.
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c.2018
University Press of Mississippi

$30.00 / higher in Canada
193 pages

Delivered by Midwives: African American Mid-
wifery in the Twentieth-Century South by Jenny 
M. Luke
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

The Truth Contributor

The mailman’s come and gone for today.
He never brings you much anymore 

anyhow, just a few bills and a card some-
times; now and then, you might get a box 
of something you purchased and that’s al-
ways fun. You know, though, that the mail-
man doesn’t always bring you what you 
ordered. As in Delivered by Midwives by Jenny M. Luke, someone else 
brings a different kind of package.

At the turn of the last century, if you were an African-American woman 
and you were pregnant, you might have struggled with more than just la-
bor: white doctors simply didn’t have to treat black patients if they didn’t 
want to. Because of this, “many African-American women in the Jim Crow 
South had no expectation of medical care for pregnancy and childbirth.” 

And so, as did their foremothers when they were slaves, laboring women 
relied on “granny midwives” to “catch” their babies. Doing so was a natu-
ral conclusion, says Luke, since both men and women in early black com-
munities were “authorized to be healers,” which was “a power that the 
white medical establishment could not undermine.”

What the white establishment could do, however, was to point out the 
high rate of maternal and infant death in black communities. Because of 
this, laws were made in the 1920s to regulate midwives of all races. Class-
es on hygiene and cleanliness were taught to help improve the health of the 
most poverty-stricken mothers and their families, and joining a “midwife 
club” was mandatory. 

As World War II began, however, so did the perception that not calling a 
doctor for a baby’s birth indicated “an indifferent negligence toward” the 
child. Black mothers still reached out to midwives but it was increasingly 
��	������=�����|����������!�}����������=*�	������	*}��������������
�����
birth. By 1970, and though racism persisted and “hospital care and medical 
expertise were… not expectations of African Americans...” nine out of 10 
black women delivered their babies in hospitals.

The tide is turning back again, says author Jenny M. Luke, but there are 
���!������
�	��	��������!	�����������!�������������
���������������������
�������	��������
������	��	������������!������������������������'����������
Delivered by Midwives, she shows a continued need for midwives, espe-
cially in poorer communities – though getting to that point here can some-
times feel a lot like labor.

Luke moves her history at a good pace before repetition forces every-
����������������������������
�����!
�����������������������!�	|����������
this book – and then they don’t. We’re treated to painful, wincing tales 
of past midwives and what their patients endured, and those things might 
make you scream before you hurry-up-and-wait for relevant-but-scholarly 

information that slows the process down. It ends in a somewhat-frazzling, 
acronym-laden whoosh.

That doesn’t make this a bad book – it makes this informative and inter-
esting, good for students and prospective midwives, but not a curl-up-by-
�������������������������'������������*������|�����������	���]���	���]����-
can or feminist history you’re looking for, Delivered by Midwifes is the 
total package.

Subject to credit approval. 

State Bank GIVES (Gathering Individuals to Volunteer, Empower and Serve) is a 
Volunteer program created to provide local nonprofit organizations access to  
State Bank employees who volunteer their time to make a difference in the  
lives of the people and communities where we live, work, and play. 

Request volunteers at YourStateBank.com/GIVES

State Bank GIVES

“Everybody can be great…because  
  anyone can serve.” – Martin Luther King, Jr.

Honoring
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

1900 Monroe Street, Suite 108
Toledo, OH 43604

Sound advice. Smart money.
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803 N. Reynolds

January 8, 2020

803 N. Reynolds

January 22, 2020
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Call to place your ad:  

419-243-0007
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The Village of Ottawa Hills is an equal op-
portunity employer.
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KAPTUR ENCOURAGES NORTH-
ERN OHIOANS TO APPLY FOR 
2020 CENSUS JOBS
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MOVE TO AMEND IS SEEKING 
NATIONAL INTERNS FOR 

SPRING 2020! 
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EDUCATIONAL SERVICES TRAINER
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Scholarship recipients Tayana White, Emir Moore, Juwaan McGee, Mariah Hutchins, 
Kourtnee Dallas-Robinson, Josephine Aduba

2020 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Unity Day 
Celebration 
Sojourner’s Truth Staff

 
 

The City of Toledo and the University of Toledo joined hands for the 
19th year and brought together a number of speakers, performing artists, 
��!������!���������� ��	!�������� ������ �������	�������	���� ���	��������� ����
life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr, on Monday, January 20 at 
UT’s Savage Hall.

The morning’s event began with a song from Karen “Lady K” Harris 
(“Intuition”), followed by a musical introduction by the UT Blue & Gold 
Pep Band, before Mistress of Ceremonies Alexis Means of 13abc News 
called the assembly to order and brought in the Lucas County Sheriff’s Of-
�	��	������!�������
�����������	�����'

After the National Anthem – sung by Toledo School for the Arts’ student 
Camille Wilburn – and the Black National Anthem – sung by soprano Ali-
cia Russell of the Toledo Opera – the audience saw a welcome video by 
Sharon Gaber, PhD, president of UT, and Wade Kapszukiewicz, mayor of 
the City of Toledo.

The UT TRIBE Dance Team performed next with an African-inspired 
routine, followed by Russell again, who performed a rendition of “Give 
Me Jesus,” which had the Savage Arena crowd on its feet with a sustained 
applause at the conclusion.

“Being black in America doesn’t mean it can’t happen,” said UT stu-
dent Laycee Horn, as she offered a reading of her poem, “The Dream That 
Could.” 

“You have to believe, to succeed,” she said. “You have to believe you will 
live your dream.”

Andrew Kinsey, WTOL 11 anchor and teen journalist and blogger, Jaden 

Call us – your
primary experts.

utmc.utoledo.edu/primarycare

@utoledomedicalcenter

@UTMedCenter

Blood pressure, blood sugar, pulmonary issues and  

other conditions require regular monitoring and  

occasional referral to a sub-specialist.  

Whether you have a common health ailment or a  

specialized condition, your primary care provider  

is an important and consistent participant in  

your circle of care.

Build a relationship with your primary care provider  

at The University of Toledo Medical Center and  

discuss your ongoing health needs.

Blood pressure  
on a roller    
  coaster?

Start a conversation 
today, 419.383.4000.

Jefferson, presented a video explaining how important 2020 Census will 
be. Then followed the presentation of the MLK Scholarship Awards.

The scholarships were presented by Willie McKether, PhD, UT vice pres-
���������&���������������	�!������������	������������"����|������'�`����
year’s scholarship recipients are: Josephine Aduba, Kourtnee Dallas-Rob-
inson, Mariah Hutchins, Juwann McGee, Emir Moore and Tayana White.

Will Lucas presented a tribute to Dr. King and the ceremony closed with 
performances by a dance troupe from the Toledo School for the Arts, a 
vocal performance by Ayanna Hicks of TSA, a praise dance by Kurt Carr 
������������
��������\`�����������	|�������������������
����������������
the city and the university.

Camille Wilburn sings the National 
Anthem

Laycee Horn recites her poem
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tress of Ceremonies Alexis Means looks on

UT Blue & Gold Pep Band


