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Teach us to realize the brevity of life, so that we may grow in wisdom.
                   -  Psalms 90:12 (New Living Translation) 

Community Calendar
November 28
Happy Thanksgiving!!
Thomas Temple C.O.G.I.C. Annual Free Thanksgiving Dinner: 1 to 3 pm; All are 
carry out: 419-320-4984

November 30
2019 Christmas Bazaar: 10 am to 4 pm; Indiana Avenue MBC; Holiday gift ven-
dors

December 14
Christmas at The Truth Art Gallery: Vendors for last minute shopping; entertain-
ment, refreshments

Time and Wisdom
By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, PhD.

The Truth Contributor

The words of Benjamin E. Mays, the late sage, preacher and university 
president are enduring:

I’ve only just a minute,
Only sixty seconds in it.
Forced upon me, can’t refuse it.
Didn’t seek it, didn’t choose it,
But it’s up to me to use it.
Give an account if I abuse it,
Just a tiny little minute,
But eternity is in it.
Mays’ words are really a prayer that his followers and others might com-

prehend the brevity of time in order to seize upon important opportunities 
and not allow them to slip by.

In less than a year, American voters will be facing, perhaps, our most con-
sequential election, even surpassing the vote which preceded the “blood-
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American history in terms of the number of lives lost to the total American 
population.”

Further, the 2020 election occurs at a time when - because of voter sup-
pression efforts along with past and current outside attempts to interfere with 
our election, it is not entirely clear that our ballots will be protected.

This momentous election also comes at a period that Miguel De La Torre 
describes as where “white nationalism has been brought back into the main-
stream of American public life; racial tensions are running high fueled by 
explicit bigotry such as slurs against Hispanic immigrants; excessive force 
is perpetrated against citizens of color by law enforcement; and the rhetoric 
of identity politics pervades the media rather than racial justice and recon-
ciliation.”

These issues ultimately manifest themselves in urban problems such as 
senseless gun violence and other problems, all of which are the outgrowth 
of poverty and nihilism or hopelessness derived from exposure to long-term, 
persistent tragedy and trauma in communities.

What should we do? 
While life presents us with opportunities, Mays’ larger question invites us 

to think about what we might do with them. In other words, do we seize the 
moment and bring about change? If so, we don’t have much time.

Strategies for Change:
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is an action list which comes from Carol Anderson via the Miami Herald’s 
Leonard Pitts, Jr. Here are some of the not only wise but urgent actions that 
Anderson, an Emory University history professor and author of “One Person, 
No Vote” advises and which I recommend: 

1. Check and double check to make sure that you are properly registered 
and have not been purged.
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3. Beware of the “okey-doke” such as fake sample ballots or other dirty 

tricks.
4. Be sure to research candidates and their platforms and be able to discern 

truth from lies.
5. Support civil-society organizations involved in “heavy-lifting” voter 

registration and Get Out The Vote activities such as the NAACP, the ACLU 
or VoteRiders.

6. Be prepared to stay in line: Take water, snacks, chairs, power packs for 
electronics to help counter delays.

Wisdom means that we have comprehended the shortness of time and 
reached the conclusion that we must prepare right now so that, in the words 
of Pitts, “our votes are not stolen and our voices silenced – again.”  

A consequence that would be not only foolish, but calamitous.
 Contact Rev. Donald Perryman, PhD, at drdlperryman@centerofhope-

baptist.org

tinued success in your future,” shared Steve Robinson, PhD, president of 
(�����	���&�
���	��������&�
���������
�����������$

Workforce Development at Cherry Street is designed to provide access to 
services, personal plan development, provide wrap around support to stu-
dents, while meeting the needs of each unique human being. Those gradu-
ating from a workforce development course have gained skills they can use 
in new and exciting careers. 

Students invested their time to learn the latest skills, learn best practices, 
master technology and how to provide the highest quality of work. 
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what you have accomplished here today is incredible. You have demon-
strated that you can overcome situations,” said Michael Thompson, PhD, 
����
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ments. 

Cherry Street Mission Ministries mission is to serve all who come to us 
in need, and to provide purposeful discipleship by rescuing the downtrod-
den, restoring hope to the hopeless and releasing God’s greatness to our 
communities. For additional information about training classes, transporta-
tion, child care, temporary employment, disability employment assistance, 
behavioral health care, and access to social services call 419-214-6776.

Workforce Development... continued from page 16
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Offer of credit subject to credit approval.

eMail

HOME MORTGAGES

Watch James’ story and 
start your conversation at 
First-Fed.com/EagleMail

Every part 
personalized.

JAMES BAILEY | FIRST-TIME HOMEOWNER

Dear Eagle, 

We wanted a backyard and enough 

bedrooms for all of us. When we got our 

house, it had everything we wanted and 

more. Thank you!

Sincerely, James Bailey

1707 Cherry St., Toledo
(inside the Seaway Marketplace)

419-214-4302

2920 W. Central Ave., Toledo
419-537-9300
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Black Mayors Celebrate The Historic  
Inauguration of Steven L. Reed  
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 This week, the African American Mayors Association’s (AAMA) President 
Hardie Davis joined mayors from across the country in Montgomery, Alabama 
to celebrate the inauguration of the city’s new mayor, Steven L Reed.

Reed joins an impressive class of newly elected, history making black 
mayors including: Colin Byrd the youngest mayor elected in Greenbelt, MD; 
=
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“As the president of the African American Mayors Association, it is my 
honor to join Mayor Reed in Montgomery to celebrate his historic elec-
tion. As one of the most important cities during the Civil Rights Move-
��������������&������������������+��
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tice, which pays homage to the legacy of enslaved people, Montgomery 
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Reed’s election honors the legacy of those that fought and died, on the 
same streets on which we celebrate today, for the opportunity to vote 
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working closely with him as a col-
league mayor.”

The African American Mayors As-
sociation (AAMA) is the only organi-
zation exclusively representing over 
500 African-American mayors across 
the United States. AAMA seeks to 
empower local leaders for the ben-
���� ��� ���
�� �
�
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AAMA includes taking positions on 
public policies that impact the vitality 
and sustainability of cities; providing 
mayors with leadership and manage-
ment tools; and creating a forum for 
member mayors to share best practic-
es related to municipal management.
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�������	�����������

Toledo Native ‘Kid of Pop’ Featured in 
HBO Documentary
Special to The Truth

There is a rising star out of Toledo known as the “Kid of Pop” that is shin-
ing brighter as he is featured in a new documentary currently premiering 
on HBO. This documentary, The Apollo, highlights the rich history of the 
world-famous Apollo Theater, and how over many decades they have united 

people from all walks of life 
through the medium of mu-
sic and entertainment.

The Apollo Theater is in-
ternationally renowned for 
���
��� 
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and pop culture in a major 
way, providing and outlet 
for new talent to be seen 
and heard. That famed stage 
served as a springboard for 
many legendary artists in-
��&�
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�{��������=���
`������� ~�� @������ }�����
���
Diana Ross, The Supremes, 
Stevie Wonder, Lauryn Hill, 
����� 	���������� `
�
� Z��-
drix, and so many others...

Ziynne - Kid of Pop performing

including Toledo’s star the Kid of Pop!
Ziynne also known as the Kid of Pop is in this documentary along with a 
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DIXIE
DIXIE CARS DIV. DIXIE AUTO LEASING INC

OFF LEASE - 4 DOOR SEDANS

419-476-8678

$2,500
THIRTY DAY WARRANTY

5876 N. DETROIT AVE.     TOLEDO, OHIO 43612

Multisport Youth Athletic Field in Old South 
End Neighborhood 
Rick and Nancy Corbett Athletic Complex presented by Group1001 will provide local youth with a 
clean, safe place to learn, play and grow
Special to The Truth

The Cal Ripken, Sr. Foundation and the City of Toledo last week 
unveiled a new youth development park located at Danny Thomas 
Park in the Old South End neighborhood.  Rick and Nancy Corbett 
Athletic Complex presented by Group1001 features a 75,000-square-
foot multisport synthetic turf field that will be used for football, 
soccer, and baseball/softball and provide local youth with a safe out-
door place to play.

Speakers at the ribbon cutting ceremony included Cal Ripken, 
Jr., Baseball Hall of Famer and Ripken Foundation vice-chairman; 
Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz, City of Toledo; Rick Corbett, Toledo-
native & project donor; Melissa Jacobs, Vice President, Sponsorships, 
Group1001; and Steve Salem, President and CEO, Ripken Foundation.

“The name Cal Ripken is synonymous with excellence, and so it is 
no surprise that his foundation has produced a world class sports fa-
cility,” Mayor Kapszukiewicz said. “Toledo is the only city in Ohio 
that has been awarded a Ripken field, and children of all ages will 
benefit from this investment for many years to come.”

Rick and Nancy Corbett Athletic Complex presented by Group1001 
was designed for multisport play, including dugouts, backstop, digi-
tal scoreboard, bleachers, foul poles, soccer goals and field light-
ing. The facility will serve as the central location for the YMCA of 
Greater Toledo and The Believe Center programs, directly support-
ing thousands of at-risk youth who are exposed to high-risk factors, 
such as above-average crime rates, families living below the poverty 
line, and a high number of children being raised in single-parent 
homes. 

Afterschool programming, such as organized team sports, is a pow-
erful alternative during widely unsupervised time between 3 p.m. 
and 6 p.m. Research suggests 29 percent of all violent crime com-
mitted by juvenile offenders occurs during those hours.

“Being active and playing sports taught me so many valuable life 
lessons,” said Ripken. “Thanks to the City of Toledo, the generous do-
nors and supporters, kids in the Old South End community will have 
a safe space to play and grow, and learn a lot of those same lessons.”

“Nancy and I are so excited for the community that this great fa-
cility will be available for youth sports in the Historic South. It is 
our sincere hope that it serves as a positive place for neighborhood 
kids to develop friendships, teamwork, discipline, and healthy fun,” 
added Corbett.

Rick and Nancy Corbett Athletic Complex was made possible as 

Cal Ripken, Jr Photo courtesy Bob Welly

part of a generous $5 
million donation to 
the Ripken Founda-
tion from Dan Towriss 
and Group1001, used to 
build a total of 10 Youth 
Development Parks with 
supporting programming 
���������������
���#��
�-
ies across the country.

“We believe that edu-
cation and sports have 
the power to transform 
communities which is 
why it was so important 
for us to support the ef-
forts to bring this trans-
formational park to the 
deserving Toledo com-
munity,” added Towriss.

Major charitable 
project donors also in-
cludes Rick and Nancy 
Corbett, Group1001, the City of Toledo, Andersons Fund Supporting 
Organization, Historic South, Owens Corning, Owens-Illinois (O-I), 
ProMedica and KeyBank. The Ripken Foundation has completed 90 
multipurpose synthetic turf facilities in 23 states and Washington D.C.
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Ohio Slowdown Continues with Job Losses 
in October 
By Policy Matters Ohio

Special to The Truth 

New seasonally adjusted data released last week by the Ohio De-
partment of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) show Ohio employers 
cut 1,000 jobs in October. Monthly job data are always reported as 
preliminary and subject to revision. This month ODJFS revised Sep-
tember data, which now shows employers added 400 jobs instead of 
eliminating 1,500.

Longer-term trends are better indicators of Ohio’s economic health 
and these suggest that Ohio’s economy is slowing down. Overall, 
Ohio employers have cut jobs in five of the last 10 months. In Octo-
ber, Ohio had 10,300 fewer jobs than it did in January. Over the last 
12 months Ohio’s job growth rate is just 0.4 percent compared to the 
national average of 1.4 percent.

“The trade war with China and the GM strike were among the fac-
tors dragging down Ohio’s job growth rate,” said Hannah Halbert, 
project director with Policy Matters Ohio. “The strike ended and 
a trade deal with China looks a little more likely at the moment, 
but Ohio’s job weakness extends beyond manufacturing. Ohio poli-
cymakers should be working to insulate the state against the next 
national recession. They should extend unemployment insurance 
coverage to more low-wage workers, and encourage employers to 
participate in the state’s workshare program which helps people stay 
employed during a downturn.”

Employers in production work, which includes manufacturing, con-
struction and mining, eliminated 10,400 jobs in the last 12 months. 
Much of that was in construction (-8,600). Employers in administra-
tive, support, and waste services eliminated 8,500 jobs, while retail 
employers cut 5,200 jobs over that time.

Ohio employers are hiring, but mostly in the high- and low-pay-
ing jobs. Companies in the “Professional, Scientific and Technical 
Services” sector added 12,500 jobs in the last 12 months. Health 
care and social assistance organizations, which employ both highly 
paid workers who require years of formal education and very-low 
paid assistants and aides, have added 13,600 jobs. Firms in food and 
accommodation services, which tend to employ low-wage workers, 
added 8,700.

ODJFS data project that fast food companies will have the most 
annual job openings in Ohio through 2026 (+31,702/year). The data 
predict there will be 12,020 openings for home health aides, which 
is projected to be the state’s single fastest-growing job (+43.7 per-
cent). Fast food employers pay a typical service worker $9.21 an 
hour. A typical home health aide earns barely more, $10.33.

“The low rates the state pays for home health aides through Med-
icaid and an insufficient minimum wage mean these workers are 
among the most poorly paid. It is no coincidence that women, espe-
cially black women, hold an outsized share of these jobs. Employers 
should be paying these workers the full value of their work. State 
polices can ensure they do. That would transform Ohio and ensure 
there are enough workers to keep up with demand. This is how Ohio 
can build a new middle class,” said Halbert.

A separate survey of households released today by ODJFS showed 
the unemployment rate holding at 4.2 percent and a slight increase 
in the number of Ohioans working or looking for work (+200). Ohio 
needs 155,000 people to join the labor market just to return to the 
pre-recession labor force size. 
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Take the next step to 
homeownership with our 
Community Home Loan

JacQuelon C. Wilson
Community Development 

Mortgage Loan Originator
C 419.508.0806

JacQui.Wilson@YourStateBank.com

930 W. Market Street
Lima, OH 45805

1900 Monroe Street, Suite 108
Toledo, OH 43604

NMLS 1638079
Subject to credit approval. 

Sound advice. Smart money.

YourStateBank.com
877.867.4218

Andrea Price

Fly nonstop from

Toledo     Florida

Fort Myers / Punta Gorda
Tampa / St. Pete

Orlando/Sanford

Toledo

Taxpayer Advocacy Panel (TAP)   
Want to improve the IRS? SPEAK UP  
Taxpayer Road Map to the U.S. Tax System 
By Andrea Price, TAP member representing Ohio

Guest Column

In July 2019, the Taxpayer Advocacy Service (TAS) released a de-
tailed “Subway Map” illustrating a Taxpayer’s Journey through the 
U.S. tax system.

The “subway map” visually demonstrates, at a very high level, the stag-
es of a taxpayer’s journey through the tax system – from getting answers 
to tax law questions through audits, appeals, collection and litigation. 

The map makes clear the complexity of tax administration, with its 
many connections, overlaps and repetitions between stages. Notably, 
it shows why the road to tax compliance isn’t always easy to navigate.

The National Taxpayer Advocate’s (NTA) 2018 Annual Report to 
Congress included a series of “roadmaps” depicting a taxpayer’s 
“journey” through the tax system. The subway map expands on the 
earlier roadmaps by providing a visually clear depiction of the tax-
payer’s journey. 

The subway map and a video viewing are now available. A hard 
copy is available as a print map. To place an order, call 800-829-3676 
and request Publication 5341 or order your copy at taxpayeradvocate/
irs.gov/roadmap.

“Anyone looking at this map will understand that we have an in-
credibly complex tax system that is almost impossible for the aver-
age taxpayer to navigate,” Nina Olson, NTA Director said. “I’ve been 
fortunate to work with so many committed members of Congress and 
their staff, in the House and the Senate, on both sides of the aisles. The 
Taxpayer Advocate Service’s remit – to ensure taxpayers are treated 
right by the IRS and their rights protected – has no party affiliation.” 

This year in the 116th Congress, the Senate and House enacted Tax-
payer First Act, H.R. 3151 introduced by U.S. Representative John 
Lewis [D-GA-5] and co-sponsored by Representative Brad Wenstrup 
[R-OH-2]. The Taxpayer First Act (HR 3151) protects taxpayers from 
tax-related identity theft by expanding to all taxpayers the ability to 
obtain an Identity Protection Personal Identification Number (IP PIN), 
establishes an independent office of appeals, includes provisions to 
exempt low-income taxpayers from the IRS’ private debt collection 
program and other measures to improve overall IRS customer service. 
The bill was signed into law on July 1, 2019. 

The IRS has adopted a Taxpayer Bill of Rights as proposed by Na-
tional Taxpayer Advocate Nina Olson. It applies to all taxpayers in 
their dealings with the IRS. The Taxpayer Bill of Rights groups the 
existing rights in the tax code into ten fundamental rights, and makes 
them clear, understandable, and accessible.

Watch the video and download a copy of the Taxpayer Bill of Rights 
(in English and en Español) at taxpayeradvocate.irs.gov/taxpayerri-
ghts

Taxpayer Advocacy Panel’s 
(TAP) mission is to listen to tax-
payers, identify taxpayers’ issues 
and make suggestions for improv-
ing the IRS service and customer 
satisfaction. We not only listen to 
taxpayers; we try to do something 
about it. TAP is supported by and 
aligned with the IRS but is not part 
of the IRS and are not employees 
of the IRS. TAP is comprised of civ-
ic-minded citizen volunteers from 
all walks of life representing each 
state, D.C., Puerto Rico and an in-
ternational member (citizens living, 
working or doing business abroad).

Everyone has something to say 

Economy and Financial Health • Economy and Financial Health • Economy and Financial Health • Economy and Financial Health

about taxes and the IRS. Please take a moment to give us your sug-
gestions for TAP to consider by contacting one of the following: TAP 
Ohio member: tapohioandreaprice@gmail.com, Toll-free at:1-888-
912-1227, Website: www.improveirs.org, Facebook: https://www.
facebook.com/TheTaxpayerAdvocacyPanel 
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JumpStart Inc. has announced its second round of the Core City: Toledo 
Impact Program participants. Five local entrepreneurs form the newest cohort 
to participate in a 12-week business assistance program designed to drive eco-
nomic impact in the city of Toledo.

The program will culminate in a pitch competition on December 3, where 
participants will present their business plan to a panel of judges for a chance 
to win up to $10,000 toward their business.

MEET THE CURRENT NORTHWEST OHIO IMPACT PROGRAM
Jera’s Heavenly Sweet, LLC
Jera Stewart
Jera’s Heavenly Sweet is a made-from-scratch bakery with traditional style 

customer service. They produce and sell cookies, cakes, pies, breads, brown-
ies, cake balls, candy and a variety of pastries—always made the old-fash-
ioned way.

ALL 4 KIDS, LLC 
Camille Harris
@������
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�
��������������������
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years of age. All 4 Kids’ primary goal is to keep your children happy, healthy 
and safe while engaging them in purposeful learning and play.

MANE MEDIC HAIR REJUVENATION 
Timiko Kiner
Mane Medic Hair Rejuvenation provides comprehensive consultations and 

treatments during the early stages of hair thinning and hair loss, as well as 
����������� ���� ������ �
�������$� [���� [��
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��� ����'���������� ���
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������������������������&�������������
���
and cost-effective approach.

JumpStart Announces Northwest Ohio Im-
pact Program Participants 
Five Local Businesses to compete for $10,000 following 12-week business assistance program

Tickets $65 per 
person 

can be purchased 
at TUFCU or 

Eventbrite.com

1441 Dorr St., Toledo, OH 43607
Nexus Building • 1415 Jefferson St. Toledo, OH 43604

Phone: 419.255.8876 • Fax: 419.255.4390
Email: info@toledourban.com • www.toledourban.net

at 6 p.m.
at The SeaGate Center
410 Jefferson Ave., Toledo OH 43604

for our  Annual

Howard Hewitt
Congratulations to This Year’s Honorees

 Andrew Kinsey Alexis Means  Lindsay Webb Jeffrey White 

Join Us for
an elegant evening of dinner and dancing

Saturday, November 23rd

 Monica Armstrong William Ellis Jr. Theresa Gabriel Jerel Harris Doug Keetion  
     

ABYRDSEYEPHOTO PRODUCTIONS 
Ambershaun Byrd
Abyrdseyephoto Production is an inner-city photography studio that serves 

the community through corporate and event photography. Abyrdseyephoto fo-
cuses on capturing candid, off-guard portraits that reveal your true character 
(a-byrdseye-view), presenting a creative, professional, convenient and amaz-
ing experience for customers.

ELEGANT BEAUTY SALON
Tiffany McMorris
Located in West Toledo, Elegant Beauty Salon provides high standards of 

excellence and the most updated professional haircuts, colors, nail services, 
and skincare needs. Elegant Beauty Salon is known for attentive client care, 
inviting interiors and premium products. There is no cost to participate in the 
Northwest Ohio Impact Program, which is offered two times per calendar year. 
Businesses not selected are still eligible for business assistance services in-
cluding free advising, workshops and pitch competition opportunities.

JumpStart is a nationally recognized investing, entrepreneurial support and 
economic development organization dedicated to unlocking the full potential 
of diverse and ambitious entrepreneurs to economically transform entire com-
munities. For more information, visit www.jumpstartinc.org and follow @
JumpStartInc on Twitter.

Economy and Financial Health • Economy and Financial Health • Economy and Financial Health • Economy and Financial Health

Jera Stewart

Ambershaun Byrd of AByrdseyephoto Productions
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ASSETS Toledo in collaboration with community organizations sponsored 
their fourth annual business-to-business expo at University of Toledo’s Scott 
Park Campus on Wednesday, November 13, from 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

The expo’s objective was to match small business entrepreneurs with local 
corporations. Over one hundred entrepreneurs networked with 12 corpora-
tions during the day’s event. 

)=�����������
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they had, and we wanted to match the corporations with small business en-
trepreneurs that provide those services. Our goal was to ensure the entrepre-
neurs had opportunities to learn about and compete for contracts, explained 
Olivia Holden, ASSETS Toledo executive director. 
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owners and individuals who are interested in a career. There were workshops 
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plans, featured luncheon speaker, and utilizing social media for marketing. 

David Hall, a University of Toledo business major learned about different 
resources that will assist him in creating his new business. “I want to open 
a construction company a few years after I graduate from the university. I 
learned a lot in the workshops that I attended today and had the opportunity 
to sit down and speak with companies in our area.”

The local corporations that attended: Lathrop, Mercy Health, University of 
Toledo, Columbia Gas Company, Toledo Zoo, Toledo Public Schools, Lu-
cas County Public Library, Lucas County Port Authority, Hollywood Casino, 
(�
�����������������������������������
��������
���������&�
�����������
and City of Toledo. 

Entrepreneurs and Corporates Connect at 
Business Expo
By Tricia Hall

Sojourner’s Truth Reporter

Economy and Financial Health • Economy and Financial Health • Economy and Financial Health • Economy and Financial Health

Northwest Ohio is  POWERED

OWENS.EDUClasses begin January 20.

BY the proud alumni of   OWENS COMMUNITY COLLEGE.
More than 70% of Owens alumni choose to 
live and work in our community.

CONNECTED
Allison Schroeder, ‘00
Marketing Director  
Levis Commons
Perrysburg

CARED for
Theresa Hamlin, RN, BSN, ‘12 
Nurse
Blanchard Valley Hospital
Findlay

INVESTIGATED
Andre Tiggs, ‘07
Fire Investigator

City of Toledo Fire Department
Toledo

)=����������������
���������������������������������������������������
attending this year over previous years,” explained Holden.
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Social Security Questions and Answers
By Erin Thompson, Public Affairs Specialist in Toledo, OH

Guest Column

Question:
We adopted a baby girl overseas and brought her home with us to 

the United States. We need to get a Social Security number for her. 
What do we do?

Answer:
In general, to apply for a Social Security number for your child 

you must:
• Complete an Application For A Social Security Card (Form SS-

5), which you can find online at www.socialsecurity.gov/ssnumber; 
• Show us documents proving your child’s:
  - U. S. citizenship or immigration status;
  - Adoption;
  - Age; and
  - Identity.
• Show us a document proving your identity; and
•  Show us evidence that establishes your relationship to the child 

if your name is not noted as the parent on the child’s evidence of 
age. The adoption decree or the amended U.S. birth certificate will 
suffice.

In most cases, you can mail or take your application and origi-
nal documents to your local Social Security office. Remember, all 
documents must be either originals or copies certified by the issuing 
agency. We cannot accept photocopies or notarized copies of docu-
ments. You may not yet have proof of your child’s citizenship, but 
we can assign a Social Security number based on documentation 
issued by the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) upon the 
child’s arrival in the United States. When you do receive documen-
tation of your child’s citizenship, you can bring it to us and we will 
update your child’s record. We will mail your child’s number and 
card as soon as we have verified your documents with the issuing 
offices. 

Question:
Can I use the metal or plastic versions of Social Security cards that 

some companies make?
Answer:
We don’t recommend it. There is no need to have a replica of your 

card. In most cases, the only time you may need to produce your So-
cial Security card is when you apply for employment. At other times, 
we strongly recommend that you keep anything with your Social Se-
curity number on it with your other important papers. Do not carry 
your Social Security card with you. Also, we strongly advise against 
laminating your card. Your Social Security card has many security 
features, which are not detectable if laminated. Those features in-
clude latent images you can only see at an angle and color-shifting 
ink. You should question anyone else other than your employer who 
asks for your Social Security number or your card. Not everyone you 
do business with needs it. Learn more at www.socialsecurity.gov/
ssnumber. 

Question:
Can I get a new Social Security number if someone has stolen my 

identity?
Answer:
We do not routinely assign a new number to someone whose iden-

tity has been stolen. Only as a last resort should you consider re-
questing a new Social Security number. Changing your number may 
adversely affect your ability to interact with Federal and State agen-
cies, employers, and others. This is because your financial, medi-
cal, employment and other records will be under your former Social 
Security number. We cannot guarantee that a new number will solve 
your problem. To learn more about your Social Security card and 
number, read our online publication Your Social Security Number 
and Card at www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/10002.html. 

Question: 
What should I do if an employee gives me a Social Security number 

but cannot produce the card?
Answer:
Seeing the card is not as important as putting the correct infor-

mation on the worker’s Form W-2. You can verify employee Social 
Security numbers by using the Social Security Number Verification 
Service. Just go to www.socialsecurity.gov/bso. This online service 
allows registered employers to verify employee Social Security num-
bers against Social Security records for wage reporting purposes. 

��������	�
������
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Judge Puffenberger Receives Sam Burnett 
Award

Judge Jack R. Puffenberger, presiding judge 
of the Lucas County Court of Common Pleas, 
has been selected by the Board of Directors of 
The Pat Miller Foundation as the 2019 recipi-
ent of the prestigious Sam Burnett Award. The 

award was created in 2018 and is presented an-
nually to an individual who has contributed to 
the quality of life of our senior citizens.

“I have had the privilege of assisting our se-
�
��� �
�
{����� ���� ����� ����� �
��
������ ������
challenges in their lives. It is truly an honor 
to receive an award named after a man who 
is widely regarded as the champion of our se-
niors’’, said Judge Puffenberger.

Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

4 0 4 5  A  L a n g s t o n  P l a c e ,  S y l v a n i a ,  O h i o  4 3 5 6 0
P :  4 1 9 - 8 4 2 - 8 4 8 0   E :  i n v e s t e k m a n a g e m e n t . c o m

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample
storage, high ceilings and
breath-taking views! Stop in
today to see our beautifully
landscaped grounds, resort-like
swimming pool and clubhouse
with its fully-equipped fitness
center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.

The award was presented on November 8, 
2019 at the Eleanor Kahle Senior Center in To-
ledo, Ohio.



Page 11November 20, 2019 ��������	
��
�
��
	��

Volunteers Gather to Pack 3,000 Weekend 
Meal Kits for Kids 
Special to The Truth

Nearly one in every four children are considered “food-insecure” here in 
Lucas County and United Way of Greater Toledo (UWGT) volunteers plan 
to address this troubling issue by packing 3,000 weekend meal kits at their 
upcoming event, “United & Thankful.”

“Thanksgiving is just a few weeks away, which can be an incredibly dif-
��&����
���������
����������
��
����������&�������
�������	_(�����
�=$

“Thousands of kids in our community truly depend on breakfast or lunch 

meals they receive at school. It’s sometimes the only food they have readily-
available during the week – and what happens to those hungry kids when 
school is out during the holidays? Where are they going to receive nutritious 
���� �������&�������$

(��}�
�����+��������""��������|##��$�$�����|¡#��$�$�������~##����&�������
�
���������������&�����������������������
�������
�=*������������������
������������"��`���������$

Kits will be distributed to children the following week, prior to Thanksgiv-
ing by Connecting Kids to Meals. They will contain various items, which 
will provide ongoing food during the long holiday weekend.

)
����������������
�����}���������}
���	��������@&�����
���������&�-
porting this event. Generous corporate partners and individual donors make 

������&��������
�����
�����
��������=�����&������
��������
�������&�$
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�&�&���� �&����� ����&����
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�
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������
������&����������������������
�=*��
rear-lot, where local food trucks will be parked for lunch. Live music, tent 
coverage, chairs, tables and standing heaters will also be present.

UWGT is still seeking donations and volunteers for the event. To sign up 
����
�������������
������=�����&�����_������
��$��
�����
�=*���&��������
���������&���¢�#$##���������
��������&���������
��������
������
������$

“United Way is proud to work with our strong partners at Connecting Kids 
���[�����������
��������=�����&�$�%��"#������������������
��������������
�-
lion hot, nutritious meals to children in need. We are very happy to be put-
�
�������������������������������
��������
�������������
��+���������(�
����
������������&�$

UT Nursing Students 
Donate Hundreds of 
Hygiene Kits

UT Nursing students donated hundreds of personal hygiene kits to Mildred 
������	�
�
����������Z�����������+���������¡��"#�������|¡#���$

The Mildred Bayer Clinic for the Homeless, a member of the Neighbor-
�����Z������@����
��
����
������������������
�
�����������
������������
����
and dental services to Toledo’s homeless population.

These services are available to adults and children.  Children are seen by 
+Z@����
���
�
��������������
�
���������������������
�����������������&���$��

In addition to these services, Mildred Bayer also provides personal hygiene 
kits to their patients that can include shampoo, soap, deodorant, a toothbrush 
��������������$�)=������
����������������
���������&���&��������������
�
��������
����������������
��$�������	���������[��
������������������Z�����������-
vices at Mildred Bayer. 

������������������&�����������
�
����������������������=�+&��
�����&������
decided to start a collection at the college for toiletries that they could donate 
to Mildred Bayer. The collection concluded this past week with an over-
�����
��� ��������� ����� ���
��������������� ����{��� �������
����������
���
personal hygiene items for Mildred Bayer’s homeless population.

The students plan to coordinate another such drive when they hear that the 
�����������
����������$

+Z@����������
��������
�������~#�������������������������������&��������-
tral city residents who wanted to ensure access to quality medical care for 
everyone, regardless of their ability to pay.

%����&���&����
��������
�������
������&��+Z@��������������
������������
visit www.nhainc.org.
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Lights Before Christmas at Toledo Zoo 
Opens Nov. 22

Kick off the 2019 holiday season at Opening Night of Lights Before 
Christmas presented by KeyBank on Friday, November 22 for the an-
nual tree-lighting ceremony at approximately 6:10 p.m.!

The opening night ceremonies kickoff the five-week long display 
that, as always, features over one million lights, the award-winning 
Big Tree, more than 200 illuminated animal images spread out across 
the Zoo and much more. The 2019 electrical spectacle is sure to be 
both merry AND bright!

The annual lighting of the award-winning Big Tree, an 85 ft. Norway 
spruce decorated with 35,000 LED lights, will take place in the Garden 
area at approximately 6:10 p.m. and be broadcast live on WTOL 11.

Fan-favorite traditions continuing at Lights this year include: the 
Ice Slide and Winter Village sponsored by Kroger, visits with Santa 
in the Arctic Encounter®, the Dancing Northern Lights sponsored by 
St. Luke’s Hospital and Scenes of Wonder 3-D display sponsored by 
Comfort Line, Ltd.! And it would not be Lights without the Zoo’s fa-
mous hot chocolate, homemade fudge and baked goods!

Also returning this year, Santa will be ziplining in toward his Arctic 
Encounter workshop at 4:30 p.m. daily from Nov 23 – December 23. 
Gather on the Africa Overlook to see the jolly man in red arrive in 
high style! Additionally, the Arctic Blast, a snowball launcher game is 
back but relocated to the Broadway Pavilion in the historic Amphithe-
atre! For $3 each participant receives three blasts from an air launcher 

to hit a holiday-themed target with snowballs. Height restrictions apply.

New this year, is an interactive LED light display in the historic 
Amphitheatre. Guests can move or dance on the floor and see their 
silhouettes in lights on the stage. In addition, a variety of photo op-
portunities and “chill zone” complete with concessions and fire pits 
has also been set up on the Amphitheatre floor.

This is also the first holiday season of the ProMedica Museum of 
Natural History at the Toledo Zoo. Be sure to stop in, warm up with a 
seasonal beverage or treat from the Café at the Museum and check out 
����&�
^&��(�
�����
���������&��������������������£

Lights Before Christmas will be open November 22 – December 31, 
2019, including Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and 
New Year’s Eve. Admission gates for Lights Before Christmas are open 3-8 

p.m. Sunday through 
Thursday and 3-9 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday. 
The Zoo will close one 
hour after last admis-
sion. Visitors can save 
$1 per ticket by order-
ing online at toledo-
zoo.org/lights<http://
www.toledozoo.org/
lights>.
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c.2019
University of Minnesota Press

$19.95 / higher in Canada
274 pages

Kid of Pop... continued from page 4

What God is Honored Here? edited by Shannon 
Gibney and Kao Kalia Yang 
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

The Truth Contributor

You’re doing okay.
Shaky, most days, and you can’t stop 

crying but you’re doing okay. Thanks for 
asking, although nobody ever really wants 
to know. They look away, up or down or 
anywhere but at the truth: you’ve lost a baby 
but in What God is Honored Here? edited 
by Shannon Gibney and Kao Kalia Yang����&*��������
��������$

In long days after the loss of their unborn babies, journalists Gibney and 
Yang began a different kind of healing journey, looking “desperately for an-
�����¦����
�������
���
���&���������
����$��@���������������������'��
���
women, it was lacking. 

%������ ����� ����� ����������� ��������
���� ����
������� ����
��� ����
��� �����
Native women and women of color – tales that were painful to tell, or that the 
tellers had suppressed. This book is made from those stories.

Here are tales of women who knew their babies were dying; they knew about 
�����������������������������
��������*����&�
��
������&���*���
��X�������
�
-
mized news of birth defects. Mistakes were made, maybe; guilt was involved, 
or a doctor was particularly uncaring. No matter; those mothers wanted their 
���
�������
��������������������������������������������
��*������$�=��
�����-
born that didn’t live.
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����
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�'���������@�
���@���
��������������
��������[�����
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who didn’t speak his language enough, each left with empty arms, dealing 
�
���)�� �
��������� 
�������� �������������������� �����������������
��� �����
makes no sense at all. Each wondering what happened, and getting answers 
������������������������&���������
����������
������*�����
��)��&���������
���&��
answers altogether.

@��������������*�������
����
������$
Hope in the tales of the future, and babies that will live to hear about a miss-

ing sibling. Hope for twins, though there should’ve been triplets. Hope, when 

�������*�������)�������������
�����������
���������������������
���������
���
else.

Without a doubt, What God is Honored Here? may be the most painful book 
you read this year – not because of what’s in it, but because of its content.

That may seem like a contradiction, but here: the pain doesn’t come from the 
stories and poems themselves, but from what they say and what they mean for 
women of color. Statistics, seen in the introduction, don’t lie. It’s what’s told 
that feels like a knife.

Some of the tales are recalled in the most emotionless voices imaginable, 
�
�����������������������'�����
����
��$�(��������
���
����������
������
���
guilt, and an Everest of grief. Every now and then, humor peeks between lines 
of this book, forcing a quick lightness before plunging back in. 

@�������������*�����������¦
For mothers who grieve, this book is great but it’s also for fathers, grandmas, 

aunties, and friends. Just know this: it may be cathartic to cry through What 
God is Honored Here? but take it slow. Give yourself time, and this book’ll be 
more than just okay.
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cans face today with ������������
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Theater has stood throughout many trials and tribulations, and yet, it still 
remains in Harlem as a vibrant beacon of hope. It is with that same hopeful 
�������������§
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forming with the legendary Jacksons, brothers of the iconic Michael Jack-
son...to touring across the United States with many of the biggest stars in 
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playing athletics.
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Call to place your ad:  

419-243-0007
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ATTENTION AFRICAN AMERICAN 
VENDORS!
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 VETERANS
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE 
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CUSTODIAN/CLERK/COURIER - 
PART TIME
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BP-HUSKY REFINING 
PROCESS OPERATORS NEEDED 
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Earl Mack; Evelyn Robinson, owner of School 
Matters Uniforms; Lorinda McCalebb

... continued on page 2

Workforce Development Programs Celebrate 22 
New Graduates
By Tricia Hall

Sojourner’s Truth Reporter

The workforce development program of Cherry Street Mission Minis-
tries held a graduation on Sunday, November 17 in partnership with Owens 
Community College and Northwest State Community College. 

The ceremony began with greetings, a student perceptive testimony, and 
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ter, and digital literacy were presented. 

“Today is a great day for a graduation. We’re here to see the fruits of their 
hard work. Regardless of their current situations, these students are exam-
ples. Congratulations to all of you,” said Ann Ebbert, president of Cherry 
Street Mission Ministries during her opening remarks. 
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encouragement to his fellow graduates. “We have all gone through some-
thing and my story is no different than anyone else’ on this stage. I arrived 
at Cherry Street on April 8 after years of incarceration, but now I have an 
apartment, church home and good health. I am truly grateful that we made 
it.”
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Graduates
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“You will always remember the obstacles in your life, but we are here 
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easier for you, because you have already started the process. I see con-

UTOLEDO IS COMING TO YOU!

JOIN US FOR AN

Application and Scholarship Workshop

Let us help with your path to a University of Toledo education!  
Our admission staff will be in your neighborhood to meet one-on-
one with students and their families about the University application 
process. Submit an application, review next steps and learn about 
scholarship and other financial aid opportunities.

SYLVANIA
Monday, Nov. 25
King Road Branch Library ▪ 3900 King Road

TOLEDO
Tuesday, Nov. 26
Lagrange Street Branch Library ▪ 3422 Lagrange St.

All events are 4-7 p.m.

Ann Ebbert, president Cherry Street Kevin Esmond

Toledo Buffalo Soldiers 
Assist Adopted Schools
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followed up with the girls on school and home matters. The uniforms were 
purchased by the club along with a number of belts which were delivered to 
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