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The Sojourner’s Truth, 1811 Adams Street, Toledo, OH 43604

Phone 419-243-0007 
thetruth@thetruthtoledo.com
www.thetruthtoledo.com

I want to trace the comings and goings of my people on the invisible plane of 
existence where so much of the substance of black life resides.
                                 – John Edgar Wideman 

... continued on page 5

Community Calendar
October 23
UT’s “Tricks Treats & Dunks:” 6 to 8 pm; Savage Arena; Trick or treat for kids 
from 6 to 7 pm; Costume contest at 7; Rockets players at various games

October 27
Calvary MBC 90th Church Anniversary: 4 pm; Speaker Northwestern Baptist Area 
Moderator LaMont Monford, pastor of Lima Philippians MBC; “Remembering the 
Past, Celebrating the Present, Looking to the Future”
Indiana Avenue MBC Trunk or Treat: 4 to 6 pm; Family, fun, food; Games, arts 
and crafts, pony rides, music face painting
Breast Cancer Awareness Forum: 3 to 5 pm; YWCA; Guest speakers, question and 
answer session, light refreshments

November 1
Braden United Methodist All Saints Day Community Festival: Toledo area youth 
invited for an evening of fun activities, treats and prize; Friendly costumes wel-
come: 419-386-2700

November 16
The Junction Coalition 7th Annual Health and Wellness: 10 am to 3 pm; Frederick 
��������	
�����	�������	�������	��������	�������	������	����
options, medical screenings, stress tests and evaluations, disaster
preparedness and water democracy: 567-255-4601 or 419-408-0998

The Style of Substance
By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, PhD

The Truth Contributor

Her brash and sometimes boisterous style has been often criticized by 
the uninitiated. Yet, the tone and volume of Toledo City Councilwoman 
Yvonne Harper’s political voice is often necessitated by the complex 
�����	 �����	 ���	 ������	 �	 ����������	 ���	 ������	 ��	 �������	 ��	 �	
politician who is in tune with the spirit of a community desperately need-
ing to draw attention to its plight.

�	������	�����	��	���	��	!���	"���	������#	$�����	�	��%	�!��	���	
political experiences as she campaigns for reelection.  

Perryman: You’ve only been on City Council since 2015 but it seems 
as though you have been active in the community forever. So, tell me a 
����	!�	�!��	����	��������	��������	���	�����	���������'

Harper:  (��	��������	������	����	����	��	���	)�����	������	���	
approached me about becoming involved in the NAACP and the Demo-
cratic Party and he encouraged me to stick with my church which was 
True Vine in those early days.

Perryman: What time period did this take place?
Harper: 	�*�	�����	���	��	��	+/*�	���	���	�	���	���	��	���	������	

position – people don’t realize it – and it was a precinct chair and then I 
���	�	����	�����'	(��	���	��	����	���	��������	�������'		

Perryman: You’ve also participated with many civic groups.
Harper:  Yes. I was the secretary of the NAACP and under WilliAnn 

Moore, I was a program chair of our Freedom Fund banquet for many 
years.  I got a chance to meet a lot of people and learned how to do fun-
draising through training I got when I was part of the Junior League.  
Also, I was a member for almost 30 years with the Perry Burroughs 
Democratic Women’s club.  That’s the oldest black women’s club in the 
city, the oldest in the State of Ohio and we still follow their doctrine 
which requires you be a registered Democrat and you must vote and de-
clare yourself, so you have to vote in the primaries and we still use their 
doctrine and bylaws.  

Perryman: What have you learned since arriving on council in 2015?
Harper:  I’ve learned to be up front and transparent.  Since I’ve been 

on council, I go to every meeting, even if I’m not on the committee. And, 
why do I go? People like you might call me and ask me a question.  I 
don’t wanna get back with you, I want to tell you that I was in the meet-
ing and this is what happened.  

Perryman: What has contributed to this drive to be transparent?  

Councilwoman Yvonne Harper

Harper:  Because 
when I’m in the 
community, even 
before Yvonne ever 
did anything, peo-
ple will always talk 
about how coun-
cil passed stuff and 
don’t nobody know 
about it. So, when 
I got on council, 
I said ‘I’m gonna 
learn and keep peo-
ple informed so that 
they will know the 
things that are hap-
pening.’  

Perryman: You 
have a new slogan, which says: “I’m in the community.” Please tell me 
what that means.

Harper:  I’m in the community because I visit various churches; I go 
to every block watch if somebody invites me; I go over to the Grenadier, 
�����	��	<��	=>�>@	"E�������#�	�	��	�	(��	K������	���	�	����	�	��	�	
The Elks.  I have not stopped doing what I was doing before I became a 
council person.

I’ve sat with some people, some gentlemen, that are retired that are over 
at McDonald’s. I go in there early in the morning because if you want to 
know what’s going on, go to any McDonald’s and see the retirees and 
they can tell you everything. I listen to them.

 I’m also involved in the community. When a person calls me, I go out 
there and listen to what they have to say. I take pictures of their concerns 
and come back and put it in Engage Toledo and then I follow up and give 
them the six-digit number and explain to them that they can call. But I 
even take it a step further.  
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Offer of credit subject to credit approval.

eMail

HOME MORTGAGES

Watch James’ story and 
start your conversation at 
First-Fed.com/EagleMail

Every part 
personalized.

JAMES BAILEY | FIRST-TIME HOMEOWNER

Dear Eagle, 

We wanted a backyard and enough 

bedrooms for all of us. When we got our 

house, it had everything we wanted and 

more. Thank you!

Sincerely, James Bailey

1707 Cherry St., Toledo
(inside the Seaway Marketplace)

419-214-4302

2920 W. Central Ave., Toledo
419-537-9300
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...continued on page 5

Kaptur Statement on the Passing of Chairman 
Elijah Cummings

Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur (OH-09) released the following statement 
in response to the tragic passing of Chairman Elijah Cummings of Maryland:

“Today, I join a grateful nation in mourning the death of an exceptional 
American - Chairman Elijah Cummings,” said Rep. Kaptur. “There was so 
much to Elijah - a magnanimous human being, a devoted patriot, a man of 
faith, a man whose heart for others never stopped beating. I have had the 
privilege to know well and serve alongside Elijah for many years, but it is the 
greatest privilege of all to be able to call Elijah my friend. The word great is 
often overused in our society - without question, Elijah was a great man. He 
served his district in a way that made clear to every person his unshakable 
love for the City of Baltimore and its people. It is with deep sadness as well 
as a heart full of gratitude that I extend my deepest condolences to his fam-
ily, his devoted wife Maya, extended family, his friends, and the people of 
greater Baltimore for sending a man of such substance and bearing to serve 
the people of the United States.”

Elijah Cummings 
1973

Toledo-Lucas County Health Department 
Observes National Lead Poisoning Prevention 
Week

The Toledo-Lucas County Health Department is pleased to recognize 
National Lead Poisoning Prevention Week, October 20-26, 2019. TLCHD 
will host and participate in outreach and educational activities designed 
to raise local awareness about the danger of lead exposure and poisoning 
and educate parents on how to reduce exposure to lead in their environ-

ment, prevent its serious health effects, and learn about the importance of 
testing children for lead.

 
National Lead Poisoning Prevention Week is a joint initiative of the 

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, and the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency. The goal is to encourage organized, local community events, 
and to empower families and other stakeholders to take action. “We are 
working to educate the community on the dangers of lead exposure while 
encouraging families to get their child tested,” said Eric Zgodzinski, 
Health Commissioner.

 
About 3.6 million American households have children under 6 years 

of age who live in homes with lead exposure hazards. According to the 
CDC, about 500,000 American children between ages of 1 and 5 years 
have blood lead levels greater than or equal to the level of blood refer-
ence value, the level at which CDC recommends public health actions.

Lead can be found inside and outside the home, including in the water 
that travels through lead pipes or in the soil around the house. However, 
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DIXIE
DIXIE CARS DIV. DIXIE AUTO LEASING INC

OFF LEASE - 4 DOOR SEDANS

419-476-8678

$2,500
THIRTY DAY WARRANTY

5876 N. DETROIT AVE.     TOLEDO, OHIO 43612

When I get all that information and gather it together, I inform the may-
���	��	����	����'	�	��	���	%���'		Z���	�	��	�	���	���������	���	������-
�������	���	���	���������	�	������	���	���	�	�������	���	��	�����	�j����	
��	�	����	�	���	���������'		

`��	�	�%�	��	���	�	���	������	��	�*�	��	��	��������	���	��	���'		
�	��	�	�����	�����������	����	��	�����	��	���!���	������	���	�	��'		�	
��	�	��	`��	�����	$���	�����	������	���	�*�	��	��	���	��	������-
���	��'	
������	`���	���'		�	�%�	���	��	(�����	
��	
������	��������	
�������	��*�	�����	��'		�	����	�%�	��	�����	���	!������	�	���%	���	
��	�����	��	��	_����	��	��������	����	�*�	��	��	��	!����'		E���	��	
���	��	������	�������	���	������	�	��	��	��	���	�����'		�*��	���	������	
����	���	!�	�	���	��	��	��	���	�����'		

�*�	�������	���	������	�	%���	��	�*�	��	���	�	����	!�	�����	��	
�*�	��	��%���	���	�	��	��������	��	�	������*	��'		�*��	������	�����	
�������	�*��	����	����j�j����	���	��	����	����������	�	���	������	
��	���	����	�	�����	��	��	�����	�����	��*��	������	������	����	���	
��	���*��	��������!��	�	�������	��	�������	����	��	�������%	�	��	
�����	���	%���	�	�����'	`��	���	��	��	���	������	��	!�	��������'	������	
%���	��'		�*�	��	��	��������'		

Perryman:	Z��	��	����	������	���	��	��������	������	���	!�	��-
�������

Harper: 	 �	 ���	 �	 ��	 ������	 ����	 ��������'	 (�	 ��������	 ��%�	 ��	

�_)	��������	���	��������	��	����	���	����������'		X��	��������	���	
����	�	����	�	�/=��	���	����	�	!�	��	!�������	���	>	������	���	����	�	
%���	�������	��	����	!����	��������	���	��	��	����	���	���	����	�	
������������	����	���'		������	���*	%���	��'				�*�	��	��!	�	������	
���'		

(��	����	����	��	�	���	�	���%	���	��	�	���	�	������	��	���	����	
���������'	 	Z���	 �	 ��������	 �����	 �	 ���	 �	 �����	 ��	 ����	 �	
������	���	�	����	���	�����	����	!�	��	��	�������	���	��	!������	

���	���*	�����	�������	��	����	��	��	��������'	Z���	�	���	����	�	����	
����	���	��	���'		

E�����	����	��	�	���	�	���%	��	��	��	��!���	����	���%�'		���	���	
���*	!��	�	����	���%	���	���	���%	��	��	����'		������	���*	���������	
��'		(���	���%	�*�	��!���	���	�*�	��������	��	����	����������'		(���	
���*	��%�	��	!�	�*�	�����	���	���	��	����	��	���	���*	��	����'		

Perryman:	Z��	�!��	����	����j������	������	��	������	!������	��	(�-
�����

Harper:		E��	�*�	����	���	��%��	��	�!��	��'		�*�	��%�	�����	����	���-
���'		Z���	���	����	�	��	��	�����	���	��	�����	!�	�	��	�	���������	��	
���%	��%�	��	���	���	����	��	�	��������	����������'		`��	�	����	�	���%	
���	��%�	����	����	�*�	��	����	��	��	���������	��%�	����!���	��%�	��	
�	��������	�	���	������	�	%���	���	���*��	���%���	!������	�	���	��	����	
�����	!�	����*�	��	�����	�	�����	����'		`��	��	����	�	��%�	����	��	
���	���������	�������	��	���	��	��	��	���%	��%�	��	���	��	!��	������'		Z�	
����	�	������	����	���	�	���%	��	!��	��������	��	������	��	���%	��%�	
��	�	����	��	����	���	����	��	������'		[��	��%�	���	��!	��	��	����	����*�	
����	���	!��'		E��	���������	���	��	!��'		E����	�*�	��%�	����	�����������	
���	��	������	���	�	�����	��%�	������	��	�����	!���%�	!�	��	���*	����	�'		

Perryman: ���	����'	
������	��	����	����	���	��	���	���%	�!��	��-
���	����	����	�������

Harper:		�	�����	����	�	���	����	�����	������	�������	!�	���	���	���*	
��%�	��	��	��	�������	���	���%	���*��	����������	�����	!�	��	������	
�������'		(��	���	�������	��	���	���	���	�����	�	�����	��	������		(��*�	
��	���!����	������	��	���	�	����	�	���	���*	��	���	��	�����	���*��	��	
�	��������	��	��������	��	���*��	����������	��	�	�����	���������	
��	�������	��������	���	��	������	�	�������	���	���������'		

Perryman:	(���%�	
�����������	$�����|

 Contact Rev. Donald Perryman, PhD, at drdlperryman@centerofhope-
baptist.org

Perryman... continued from page 2

��	���	������	������	��	��������	��	����	����j!����	�����	�����	���	
����	��	����	�����	!���	!�����	=�+�'	E����	���	��������	���	��	����	
���	����	!�����	!�	!�������	��	��	����	���	"����������	������	��������	
����	��	�����������	�������	��	�������#	��	!�	����������	����	���	��	
�����	��	�����	����	����������	���������	������	������	������	���	����	
�������	��	�����	����	�����	��	����	��	������	����'

 

�������	 ���	 ����	 !�����	 �������	 �	 ����	 ���	 ����	 �����*	 ��!�	 ��	

��!!����	���	����	����	����	���	��	���	������	���	����j!����	����'	


�������	���	��	�������	�������	�	�����	���	������	��	������������	��	
��	 ����	 ���'	 (����	 ����������	 ������	 !�����	 �������	 ��������	 ���	
���j������	��������	���	����	����������'

 
(��	���!���	��	�������	�������!��	���	���������	�����	���	�����-

���'	`�%��������	 ���	���	 ��	������	 ���%�	 "��~�����'������������
�������������������������#�	 �	 �����	 ���	 !�������	 ���������	 ���	
������������	�	��	�����	�����'

 
(��	$����	��������	������	����	����������	���	��������	������	���	

��	������jX�����	�~>/	��	����	�~//	���	����	��	������'	X��	���������	
�����������	������	����	�=�j�=>j�=//'

Lead Poisoning... continued from page 4
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... continued on page 7

TARTA Seeks Renewal of Property Tax 
Before Seeking a Sales Tax
Sojourner’s Truth Staff

“We have support for a sales tax,” says Amy Mohr, director, Community 
Relations for the Toledo Area Regional Transit Authority. That sales tax, 
which up to now has been stymied by the opposition of the Sylvania Town-
ship trustees, is seen by the transit authority as the answer to funding issues 
that have plagued public transportation riders for years.

A study commissioned by TARTA concluded that the years old property 
tax funding model was no longer sustainable and that a sales tax made more 
sense. A sales tax, however, requires the approval of the voters in all the 
���!��	����������	�	����	����	��	��������	��	��	����*	�������	��	��-
ecutives, to be placed on a ballot.

In 2018, when TARTA attempted to gain that approval, two of the three 
Sylvania Township trustees blocked them, by declining to place the issue on 
a ballot for their constituents to consider even though polls showed that most 
voters in the Township would have approved.

Nonetheless, however strong they might estimate the support for a sales 

tax might be, the conclusion of TARTA management is that they will need 
at least until next November – 2020 – to educate voters on the need for the 
sales tax and to gain approval at the polls from all the member communities. 
At that point, the plan is to seek approval for a .05 percent sales tax.

However, the current 10-year property tax levy of one millage, which 
brings in about $5.3 million annually, is due to expire in 2020 and, therefore, 
(E{(E	���*	������	�	���	���	��	�������	��������	��	�	�����	��	�����	
involve. Therefore, the transit system is planning to ask for the renewal of 
the property tax in March 2020 and place on the ballot in November 2020 a 
request for a sales tax to replace the property tax.

The big task for the transit authority will be in overcoming confusion 
among voters as they request back-to-back funding approvals – as distinct 
as those requests might be. In November 2020, on a crowded ballot in par-
ticular, the message of how the authority is seeking a change in funding, 
rather than adding on more funding, may well get lost among so many other 
campaign messages.

}���	��	���	����	!�	��������	����	��	(E{(E	!����	�����	��	��������	���-
ing the November 2019 meeting but until then, management feels, according 
�	����	<��	����	������	��	������	��	�����*	���	������	!�����'@

Goodwill Industries Wil Increase Aid to 
Returning Citizens
By Asia Nail

Sojourner’s Truth Reporter

Goodwill Industries of Northwest Ohio is  the recipient of a Department 
of Justice, 2nd Chance grant totaling  $999,974. These funds will support 
a workforce development program for  returning citizens entitled, Stay the 
Course. The program will target  medium to high risk incarcerated individu-
als who need help preparing to  rejoin the community which includes getting 
and retaining a job. 

We all want to “Stay Woke,” yet with constant propaganda and hidden 

�����	 �������	 �	 ���	 !�	 �������	 �	 ���	 ��	 �������	 ����	 ��	 ��	 ���	 �	
#MakeAmericaSmartAgain.

$�������	 ��	 ����	 <���%	 !�����	 ���	 ������@	 ��	 ���%	 ���*��	 �����	 �	
Goodwill.  

And for good reason.
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Goodwill... continued from page 6  They are using every resource available to help individuals.  “If child 
support is an issue, if counseling is an issue, if addiction arises...we have 
referring partners housed within the coalition we can use to help individuals. 
Ohio Means Jobs is a strategic partner as well and must not go without men-
tion,” stated McConnell.

“Some individuals may wonder why Goodwill is the recipient of this grant 
because most members of our community know us for our stores being a 
great place to donate, but we are most proud of being recognized as premiere 
workforce development provider.  We have been providing workforce devel-
opment services since we’ve been here in Toledo since 1933, so this grant 
which really does specialize and allow us the opportunity to perform very in 
depth workforce development services for individuals reentering our com-
munity.  This blends perfectly with our mission here at Goodwill of helping 
people with disabilities and barriers to employment get jobs, said Wachob, 
excitedly.

When asked how locals can help, Wachob shared, 
“The community can HIRE individuals who are reentering the workplace.  
Part of Goodwill’s ‘Stay The Course’ initiative is to break down the stigma 

surrounding community members having a police record of convictions.  
Community business owners can show your support by opening your doors 

and providing an opportunity for HIRE to returning citizens.  This is one 
HUGE way the community can help Goodwill’s effort with this DOJ grant.  

To put this into a different perspective, this award was given under the 
second chance act.  

The Second Chance Act in its title is giving individuals a second chance 
at life.  

“Understand, we are helping people returning from prison but we cannot 
do this without the community’s help!  We must not place a stigma on these 
citizens.  Even if it may be a citizens’ third or fourth chance...people deserve 
another chance. Allow people to live in society without this stigma and help 
employ them so they can get back on track and have a productive future, ” 
stated McConnell. 

“One of the great things about this grant is that it is 1 person or 1 family at 
�	���'	���	���������	����	���%	������������	���	��������	�������	�	���	
out their interests and what career they want to have within their community.  
Then it is our job to navigate through any barriers they may have personally 
so they can ultimately have success garnering employment,” said Wachob.

There are incentives and employer tax credits for interested businesses 
willing to hire returning citizens.  Contact Goodwill if you are an owner who 
would like more information.  

Goodwill Industries’ top program initiatives include two job connection 
centers here in the Toledo area. Their services are FREE for any job seeker 
who feels they may need help learning new skills such as: resumes, online 
employment navigation, interviewing, dressing for success, etc. These are 
walk-in services and you will be assigned a personal navigator to assist you.  

Their Job Connection Center in collaboration with ProMedica Ebeid 
Neighborhood Promise (ENP) is located in on Madison Ave in downtown 
Toledo. The other Job Center is embedded within the Goodwill retail store 
located at the Deveaux Village Shopping Center. 

No appointments are needed and any walk of life can take advantage of 
these free services.

Remember, most of us only donate things. Few donate opportunity. Now 
you know who Goodwill is, what they do and most importantly WHY they 
do so.

 “Think before you donate,” we think you’ll donate to Goodwill.  

While most of you know Goodwill Industries as the place to donate your 
used household goods, many of us are still unaware of their mission.  

Goodwill works to enhance people’s dignity and quality of life by strength-
ening their communities, eliminating their barriers to opportunity, and help-
ing them reach their full potential through learning and the power of work.

“Goodwill’s mission of helping people with barriers to employment, linked 
���	 �	 ��!	 ��	 ���	 ���	 ���	 �	 �������	 ��	 �	������	�	 ���	 ���	 �������	���	
grant opportunity,” said Goodwill Industries of Northwest Ohio President 
and CEO Amy Wachob. 

“Returning citizens have barriers that many of us take for granted; such 
��	�	������*�	��������	�	!���	���������	���%	�������	��	�	������	��������	
work experience. We are grateful that the Department of Justice has taken 
notice of the workforce challenges that exists for returning citizens and has 
recognized our hard work in the reentry space by awarding us this grant,” 
said Wachob.

Goodwill was founded in Boston by Reverend Edgar J. Helms, an early 
social innovator who coined the Goodwill philosophy of “a hand up, not a 
handout.”

There is a need for a deeper understanding of the relationship between pris-
on, people, and places. Community organizing is all about building grass-
roots support.  When everyday people come together with a common goal, 
exceptional things happen. 

“We received the Department of Labor grant for re-entry in 2016.  This 
is when we launched into the re-entry world,” shared Karyn McConnell, 
Goodwill’s Director of both Mission Services and Workforce Development. 

The 2016 Department of Labor grant was to help returning citizens who 
����	 ��	 ��	 �������	 ������	 ���	 ���������	 ���	 ��������	 �����	 �������	
with wrap around services directed at tackling anything posing a barrier to 
potential employment for the citizens.

“We have been helping people in halfway homes faithfully here at Goodwill 
Industries for some time now, and very successfully, might I add,” chimed 
Wachob humbly, during our interview. 

This new ‘Stay The Course’ grant is an opportunity to expand on Good-
will’s previous work.

The 2019 Department of Justice grant will impact 150 individuals over the 
next 48 months as Goodwill and Toledo Correctional partner to better under-
stand the challenges and identify path- ways to potential workplace reentry 
solutions.  The new initiative will target both those in halfway houses and 
now include those who are in prison transitioning back to the workforce.  

“The grant states we have a hard number of 150 but with a 48-month term 
we have the chance to truly transform individual families and our communi-
ties in tandem,” said Wachob.

This project is positioned to stimulate a more thorough understanding of 
today’s reentry citizen. The primary use of the funds’ allotment is to allow 
wrap around services with the end goal being employment.

<(��	�������	��	����	���	������	����	�����	���	�����	���	��	������	
population looks like.  Our 2016 grant represented an almost equal ratio of 
African-Americans to Caucasuians and although Goodwill does not make 
this determination, we will service anyone based on the grant criteria and its 
non-discriminatory nature,” said McConnell.

Goodwill is also a part of the ReEntry Coalition, placing key employees 
��	!����	���!���	��	���	���%	�����������'		�����	���	Z��������	��	��	
month, they have a free resource fair for returning citizens. 

Fly nonstop from

Toledo     Florida

Fort Myers / Punta Gorda
Tampa / St. Pete

Orlando/Sanford

Toledo
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Recruitment and Retention of Medical 
Students at UT
Sojourner’s Truth Staff

University medical students of various ethnic backgrounds and disciplines 
gathered for a new student mixer on Friday, October 18, 2019 at the Uni-
versity of Toledo’s Medical Campus Mulford Library café. The event was 
organized by the university’s President’s Committee on African American 
Recruitment, Retention and Scholarship Support (PSARS). 

“The University of Toledo is on top of the medical issues and disparities 
that impact our communities. The success of these medical students is one 
vital goal of PSARS and The University of Toledo,” said PSARS president 
Jan Scotland.

The mixer opened with an ice breaker activity, which encouraged students 
to interact and mingle with fellow medical students, PSARS members, and 
community members who support PSARS. 

About 30 African, African-American and other under-represented ethnicity 
students have entered the university’s graduate programs of medicine, nurs-
ing and pharmacy.

“We want to give them a nice practical foundation, Said Monica Holiday-
Goodman, PhD, associate dean of Student Affairs and Diversity and Inclu-
sion in the College of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences.. “And the 
opportunity to meet people from the other colleges and connect with them.”

In addition to the students, also present were PSARS committee members, 
and community supporters such as Scotland and Rev. James Willis, pastor of 
St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church. Mixer attendees enjoyed refreshments 
and door prizes.

The program consisted of a short address from Dr. Michelle Boose, MD, a 
family medicine practitioner who completed her medical studies at UT. She 
encouraged the students to embrace the challenge ahead of them but also to 
seek help when necessary.

“You are here for a reason, you are worthy of being here,” she told her au-
dience. “We have the resources for you, to help you overcome the struggle.”

Also addressing the incoming students were four students from the various 
colleges who shared their experiences of coping with the twin challenges of 
taking on a more rigorous academic challenge while often feeling isolated as 
one of a few students of color.

Monica Holiday-Goodman, PhD, and Rev. James Willis

Dr. Michelle Boose, MD
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Community Organizations Sponsored a 
Candidate’s Forum to Address Local Concerns
By Tricia Hall
Sojourner’s Truth Reporter

Community agencies collaborated to organize a candidate’s forum on Sun-
day, October 6, 2019 at the YMCA on Jefferson Ave. The two-hour forum 
brought together candidates to explain their platforms or opinions about down-
town Toledo, current t�����	������	���	���������	������	��������	��	��	!���%	
���������	�����	�����%����	�������	����������	��	���������	���������	
and to share information about themselves. 

The forum’s structured outline allowed candidates to respond within two 
������	�	���	��	���	��������	��	����	��%��'	

The forum was organized by The National Association of Negro Business 
and Professional Women’s Club, the Toledo Club and the Maumee Bay Club; 
Top Ladies of Distinction, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Incorporated, Phi Del-
ta Kappa Sorority Incorporated and YWCA of Northwest Ohio. 

<�*�	�������	���	��	��	�����	�	%���	���*�	�����	��	��	���	���������@	
explained NANBPWC Maumee Bay President Pattie Poston.

All candidates were invited. The attendees included: City Councilman Ty-
rone Riley, incumbent for District 1; Shaun Strong , candidate for District 1; 
Tom Names, candidate for District 5; Councilwoman Yvonne Harper, incum-
!��	���	������	��	[���	_����	��������	���	������	��	(�����	
���%	��	
���	
Vallie Bowman English; Tom Puffenberger, candidate for Municipal Court 
judge; Stephanie Eichenberg, incumbent for Toledo Public Schools board, 
and Sheena Barnes, candidate for Toledo Public Schools board.  Candidate 
���������	���	�����	��	�����	��	����	���	��������	�	�	��!����	�������	����	
the facilitator. 

Councilwoman Yvonne Harper
<(����	����*	��	����	�����	�	�����	������	�!��	��	�������	!�	��*�	��%	

�!��	��	�������	���%���'	�	�������	�	��	������	!�������	!�	��	}����-
!��	=	��	����	���%���	!�����	==~//	�'�'	����	!�	��������	���	����	������'	
I do enjoy the activities that are held downtown. When businesses come before 
(�����	
��	
������	��%���	���	��������	�	����	��������'	��	���	���	�	�����	
partner with The City of Toledo, I question that. I’m not willing to sell out Dis-
trict 4, because building a drug rehab is not economic development.

���	�����	���	!��	���	��*��	�����	�	��	���'	$�������	�����	������	��	
��	��!��!�	���	���	������	���	��	���	�%��	����	��	����	�����'	Z�	���	
�����	��	�	���	�	���%	���	��	����������	!������	��	�����	��	��	!��	����	
now. We’re facing several problems, street conditions are a problem because 
���	���	��������	������	���	!����	!����	����	���	������	!��%����	���	����'	
Z�	���	���%���	��	���	��	��'

You can’t have it both ways. If you call the police to settle something in your 
house, you must follow the law. When the police stop you, the police are the 
judge and jury because they run it. I personally got stopped by two white police 
�������'	���	������	���	���	����	��	���	����	���	��	����	���	�������	����	
�����	�	!�	�����'	$�	������	��	����	�	��	����	��	��	����'	�	���*	%���	��	��	
������	%���	���	�	���	����	��	��%��	���	��	������*�	��������	!�	�	%���	���	
���	�����	��'	�	����	��	��	�����	���	��	��	!��%	���	��	��	����	���	��%��	
��	������	��	��	�����	���!	�	���	��	��	�����	�'	Z�	���	����	���	��	������'	
�*�	���	����	��	���	��������	����*	����������	�	������'	�	%���	��	��	������	
����	����	�������	���	���	������	����	�	���%	���	���	%���'	�	!�����	���	
because it starts in the home.  There was a law that didn’t pass that would have 
required police to live in the city. We lost. They offered this to the police and 
��������	���	���	�����	��	�	����	��	��	���'	�	���%	���	������	����	��	��	����	
!�	���	�����	��	�	����	��	��	���'	Z���	�	����	�	���%	���	���������	�����	
I had to live in the city of Toledo. However, now they got around that require-
ment. Community police has always been on the table for discussion. I would 
����	�	���	��	������	���%���	����	��	����'

$����	(�����%���	��������	��	!������	�*�	�����	!�	�������	�����	��	���	
��������	���	��%�	�������'	�	����	�����	�	�����	�����%���	�����	���%���	
��	�	!�������	��	���	��	�������	���	���	����	�����'	�	����*	%���	���	���	��-
ing on. Later we found out the cages were holding youth. It is close to you. I 
need to be trained on how to recognize it. We as city council should be trained 
��	���	���	��������	����	���%���	���	��	������	�	�����	��	���	�	���������	
the signs. We also need those nosy neighbors. I had an incident that neigh-
bors called me about. There was a gentleman selling cars on the street, people 
������*	���%	��	����	���	����'	E�	�	������	�=	����	����	����'	

I have cleaned alleys, ���%��	��	����	���	������	������'	����	��������	���	
��	����	���	�������	������	����	���%	���	����	���	������	���'	`������	
��	�	����������!��	��	��	���	��	���%'	

Candidates - seated - with representatives of organizing agencies

“As an attorney and your former Mayor, 
��������	
�������
��������������������
�	��������
����
�������������� 
- State Representative Paula Hicks-Hudson

�������	�
������
�	��	�������������������

...continued on page 10

�	����	�������	�	���%	��	
�������	����������	_���%	)���	���	��-
plain how you can get the money. The city receives $7.2 million-dollars, but 
����	�='+	�������j�������	����	�	��	��������'	Z�	����	�	���%	��	��'	�	
����	�������	�	���%	��	�!�����	���������'	(���	����	�����	!��	��	����-
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erty, rent it, and the cycle continues. Third, I will work on the Special Use 
Permit ordnance that Tyrone Riley is working on. It allows us to have some 
control in our community.”

Councilman Tyrone Riley
“Councilwoman Harper was one of four councilmembers that voted against 

the new parking policy for downtown. I think the decision to eliminate the free 
lunch parking was a bad decision, it will hurt businesses. Downtown Toledo 
will be okay, even though business workers are complaining about the deci-
sion. I say that because there will be an increase of money coming into down-
town, through grants and taxes. We don’t want downtown Toledo to grow at 
the expense of the neighborhoods. Downtown Toledo won’t be this great with-
out the neighborhoods.

I agree with Councilwoman Harper about the roads and construction, you 
can’t have it both ways because we must take the bitter with the sweet at this 
time. Residents want roads paved and repaired, which means we’re going to 
have to suffer for a little bit with the congestion. Certainly, the engineering de-
������	���	��	�	!���	��!	��	������	��	������	!�	��	���	��%�	����	��	
streets are repaired. If roads aren’t repaired, that’s when you blame city council 
and the government claiming we’re not doing our job. Construction in some 
aspect is good, that means we have the money to pay for the construction. We 
must ask the Engineers and Department of Transportation to design a better 
���	�	������	��	�����	���	��	������	���	��	�	�����	���	���	�	��	������'

The issues between the black community and police can be bridged by edu-
cators and training. Educating must happen on both sides, the police and the 
��������'	��������	��	���	�	�������	����	�	������	������	����	���	���	
������	��	�������	��	���	��	��	��	��������	���	���%���	���'	(���	!���%�	
down to respect and not knowing the expectations of each other. When the 
police enter a situation, they are coming in to take command. If they stop my 
�������	��	��	�������	������*�	��������	��	���	����	��	�	������	����	���	��	
‘why did you stop me.’ That one encounter will determine what happens next. 
��������	 ���	 ����	 �	 ����	 ��	 ���	 ���	 �������	 !������	 ��	 �����	 ������	
has the same upbringing or experiences or that when you ask why you were 
stopped it’s just a question and not meant to be disrespectful. We must also 
understand what the law requires if you don’t have a front license plate on your 
�������	���	��	�������	����	���!�!��	�����	�	���	����	�������'	��	�*�	���	��	
two o’clock in the morning coming from a crime infested area or even a party, 
and don’t have a front plate that’s probable cause.

We must have discussion like this to address and bring awareness to human 
�����%����	������	���	������	��������	���	�������'	Z�	���	���	���������	��	
problem does exist. There are so many young ladies that are exposed to human 
�����%���	���	��	���	����	���������	������!��'	���	����������	�������	

Sheena Barnes, Councilwoman Yvonne Harper, Clerk of Court Vallie Bowman-
English

know where the problem is, like the I-80 truck stop which operates as a human 
�����%���	��!'	��*�	���	�����	�	������	������	���	���	��������	�'	

Neighborhood development has been mu mission, and one of the best ways 
to increase that mission is through community engagement. I have established 
���	 ��������	 !���%	 ����	 �������������	 ��	 ���	 ������	 �����!������	 ��-
provement associations. The residents who attend don’t want to be perceived 
as snitching, but they are talking about neighborhood problem solving. We 
���!������	���	�	_�������	_����	
������	����	�������	�������	`'	����	
Church, and Redeemer Church. We must get the people out of the government 
�����	���	����	���	����	�����!������'	��	���	�����	����	��	����	�����	
that you travel and see what you see. That’s why they were established so we 
can work together, neighborhoods and city council, to improve neighborhoods. 
It’s working there is now an illegal dumping task force.

I would like to continue to improve our educational system, by encouraging 
and supporting it. The system has an impact on everything that we do. We can’t 
improve technology without those students learning those skills. Jobs must be 
accessible to men who look like me, we must give jobs to male so they can 
support these families and make a decent living. This will also address crime. 
There is a correlation between crime and education, black males are jailed at a 
higher rate. A stable community and families are possible if we address crime.”

Tom Names, candidate District 5
“The Toledo Mudhens announced they were relocating to downtown Toledo 

���	�������	��	���%���	�����	!�	!���	���	��	�����	
����	{��������	
Center. That promise wasn’t kept. The new parking policy will cause prob-
lems for people who visit the municipal court and disenfranchise people visit-
ing family court. I think if you pay a meter for parking, you should receive 
a receipt. There are cities like Ann Arbor and Columbus that will give you a 
receipt for meter parking. There has been too much development and focus on 
downtown Toledo, it’s too crowded. I would like to see development move out 
��	��������	���	���	��	�����!�������'	Z��	����	�����	���%	�������	�	�=	
million-dollar improvement plan. All they did was tear it down and rebuild it 
the same as it was before. I grew up in New Jersey and have lived in Toledo for 
��	�����'	�	���	��	!������	��	�����	������	���	��	!��	�����	���	���	����	
and travel from one side of Toledo to the other in 20 minutes. It’s amazing. It’s 
beautiful. 

There is an issue with construction. One example is Monroe Street and Se-
cor. I mention those two streets because that’s my district. It’s taken the entire 
summer to lay one mile of pavement, Monroe and Secor is one of the busiest 
intersections in the city. There isn’t an excuse for construction workers to place 
the orange barrels out and not complete the work in a quicker amount of time. 
I recently attended a Wednesdays with Wade and listened to our mayor as he 
spoke the streets, even with his plan and budget we may not caught up to all the 
needed repairs. I’m still waiting to hear back about a new plan.

I attended a meeting at the Frederick Douglas Center a few months ago and 
the police’s outreach was wonderful. The police also have an outreach program 
called, Explorers, where students can prepare themselves to become police of-
�����'	�	����	��	X���	��������	��	�������	�	�����	��	����	�	��������	
diversity and Interfaith Council of churches is developing ways for people to 
!���%	����	���	�����������	�����������	!�����	�������	���	������	�������'

Z����	�������	�	!���%	����	�������	�	�����	�	���	�������	������	�����	
��	�����	�����%���	��	��	��	�����	��	(������	!�	��	�����	��	��	���	����	

Camdidates... continued from page 9

Tom Names, Councilman Tyrone Riley

... continued on page 11
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I-80 and I-90. I disagree with that statement, in order to deal with human traf-
��%����	��	���	������	����	���	���	����������	�	���������	���	��	
�����	��	�����	�����%���	���	��	���	�����!�������'	(���	���	������	�	!���%	
����	�������'	�*�	�������	��	���	�����!�������	���	�	���	��	��	�������	
��	���	���!���'

��	�������	�	�����	�������	���	����	�����'	(��	����	�����	������	!�	
�������������	��	��	��!��!�	���	���*	���	��	���	����	��	����	���	����	
�����'	�	�����	�����	��	�����!��������	�����	��	�����	���	�������	��%���	
�����!�������	������	���	�����������	%���	 �	!�����	����������	���	 ��!	
�������'	(���	����	%���	������	���	��������	��	��	��������'	�	�����	����	
��%�	����	��	�������	������	�����*	����	���	�����'	
��	�������	������	
�����	���	��%��	�����	!�	�	�����	��%�	����	��	����	��	��������	���*	
������	�������	�������	������	!�	��	��������	�	�����'@

June Boyd, candidate District 4
<������	�	��	�	���	��	�������	(������	��	�	��	��������	��	��	�������-

���	��	�������	(�����'	��*�	��	�����	��	�������	��	����	�	�����!��-
����	!������	��������	����	����	��'	����	��	���	���%	��	��	����������	��	
��	����	�����	���%���	��	�	!��	�����	��	����	��	�����	�	�������	��	�����-
!�������'	(�%�	�	�����	�	���%	�	��	������	���'	(����	��	�	��	��	�����	
���	��	��	����	�����!������	��	�����*	����	!���������	��%�	����	
�����*�	
������	�	�����	�����	���	��	����	��������	�����'	��	����	���	��	��������	��	
����	�	�����	����	���	�����	�����!������	!�	����������	��	������	���'

���������	��	��	�����	��	��	���	�������	���������	�����	���	����	���	�	
����	��	!���%	���	����'	��*�	��%	�!��	��	����	������	������	��	���	��	
!���%	���	��	���	������	�����	�	���	��	��	����'	���	��	��	%��	���������	�	
�����	E������jE�������	���	���	��������'	`��	����	��	�	���!���'	�	���	�	
���������	��	����	������'	�	�����	��%�	�	���	����	��	����	�����	���	���	
�����	����	����	�����	������	������	!�	���	���	���	����	����	�����	���	
�����'	(����	���*	������	��	��	!����	����'	(�����������	��	����	�	����	

��������	�������	�����	���	������	��	��	������	�����'	�	���	������	����	
���	����	�	����	����	���	�����	�����	��	��	�����'	�*�	��	�	��	��	������	
���	�����������	�	���	�������	����	��������	��	���	���	�	!�����	�	����	
���	���	%���	��������	�����'

Stephanie Eichenberg, incumbent Toledo Public School board
<�	��	�������	��	��	���	���������	���	���	�����	������	��	���	�����	

���	��	�������'	Z�	���	�	��%�	����	��	���	����	��	�������	���	!�������	
������������	������	��	������	!��������	���	������'	(��	�����	�������	��	
��	����	���	�	�������	���%������	���	�	���%	��	��	�	�������	�����	!������	
�����������	!�������	���	��������	��	�������'	�	����	�����	����������	��	
����	��	������	����	��%��	�!��	���	���*	����	���	��������	��	��'	�	����	
��	����	���	�����	��	��	���	��	�	������	���	��������	���	�������	��	
���	��������	�������	�������	!�����'

Z�*��	�������	�	����	��	������	��	��	����	���	����	���������	�!��	��	
����	��	�����	�����%����	���	�������*	�����	��	��	������'	`��	��	��������	
��	��������	������	���%	������	!�	�����	��	����	��	�	�����	���%	������'	
Z�	����	�����	������	�	��	�������	���	�����	�����	��������	����	��������	
��	��	��	�������	�����	��	������	��	�	������	�����	��	�����	�����%���'	�	
��	�!��	���������	���*�	����������	���	���	�������	���	����	�������	���	
!��	��������	�	����'	�*�	�������	���	����	���	������	���	����	�!��	���	
����	�	%���	��	������	�*�	�������	�	����	����	����	������	��%�	��	�����	
�����	�����	�	�����	���	��%	���	����'	(���	���	�������	������	������	��	
������	���	���	����	���	��	����'	

DALE-RIGGS FUNERAL HOME, INC
(419) 248-4254 • DALEFH.COM

Full Service Funeral Package
                              STARTING AT $2,695.00 

Let an old friend help you through tough times. 
We have served the Toledo community for more than 100 years. Give us 

the opportunity to serve you again. Call us for more information. 

572 Nebraska Avenue • Toledo, Ohio 43604
Sheryl A. Riggs, Managing Director

Camdidates... continued from page 10

�	�����	���	��'	_�����	��	��	����	�	�����	����j������	��������	�	���	
������'	�	���	�	{�����	����	������	�������	���	���	��������	��	��	������	
������	 ����'	 �	���	�������	�!��	���	 ��	��������	����	 �����	!�	 ���	 �	
���	��	�����'	Z���	���	��	���%	��	�����	����	��	���%�	%���	����	�	��	
�	������'	Z�	����	�!��	�	�������	�����	��������	�	��	������	��	���	���	
��	!���'	��	���	��������	����*	����������	���	��	����*	��������	����	����j
������	��������	���	��	����	��	!�	�!��	�	����	���	��������'	�	�����	��%�	
�	���	�����	��������	���	�����	�����	��������	����'	Z�	����	����	�������	
���	���������[�!�	 �	 ������	 ��	������	����	�����������	 �	 �����	 ���	
��!�	��	���	������!��'	Z�	����	����	�	�������	���	���������	����	���	��	���	
���!��	���	��������!��'	Z�	��	����	����	��������	���������	�����	(�`	��-
�������	��	̀ ����	������	���	��������	���	���������'	�	�����	��%�	�	���	!��	
!�����	��������	���	�����	��	���	������'	Z�	����	�	����	���	�����	�	���	
������	���	%���	���*�	�����	��'	Z�	����	����	�	��%�	����	��*��	�������-
���	�������	�������	����������	���	���	������	���	��������	���	���	����'@

Shaun Strong, candidate District 1
<
�������	��������	��	���	�����	��	�	!�����	��	�	��	������	�����'	Z�	

������	����	��������	��������'	�������	������	����	��	��	�����!�������	
��	���	�����	������	��	��	��!��!�'	Z���	���	����	��	��	�����!�������	
��	���	������	�������	��	�	%���	����	�����!�������	!����	����	��	����	
���������	��	!��	������	���	�������	������	���	��������'	_��	�����	����	���	
��	�	���*	����	�	����	���	!������	���	����	����	��	����'	(���	����	!����	
�	����	�������	���	�����	��������'	������	���*	��	�	!���%	��	�	�������	
��	���	%���	�	���	�����	��	��	�����!������'	`��������	����	���������	���	
����	!�������	!��%��	����'

������	 �������������	 ������	 ����	 ��	������*�	����'	 �	���	 �	 ��������	
����	���	����	������	���	��%	���	���	���%	�!��	������	��	���	��������	
!�����	���	�������'	����	�	����	!��%�	�	��	��	��!	�	�����	�	���	�������	���	
������	!����	��	���	��	������	���'	

�	�����	��%�	�	��%�	����	��	����	���	����������	!���%	����	�����	���	
�����!������	�������������	!������	 ���	���	 ��	�������	 �����'	E	�����-
!������	�����������	���	��	������	�	�����	���	�	�/=�>	���	������	�������	
���	�����!������	�����������	��	����	����	���	���	��	������!��	�	����-
������	������'	(����	���	�������	�����!������	������������	�����	������	=	
���	��%	����	�����!������	�����	���	������	�	!���%	����	��	�����!������	
�����������'	Z���	�	�����!������	���	!��	������������	�����	�	�������	

... continued on page 12
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Tolliver... continued from page 3

Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

4 0 4 5  A  L a n g s t o n  P l a c e ,  S y l v a n i a ,  O h i o  4 3 5 6 0
P :  4 1 9 - 8 4 2 - 8 4 8 0   E :  i n v e s t e k m a n a g e m e n t . c o m

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample
storage, high ceilings and
breath-taking views! Stop in
today to see our beautifully
landscaped grounds, resort-like
swimming pool and clubhouse
with its fully-equipped fitness
center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.

Six: You are at a park with your two girls when 
���	���	��	������	�������	�����������	���'	���	
���������	������	���	���	��	�!��	�	!�'	(��	����	
say that two women reported that there is a black 
man chasing around two little girls who are scream-
���'

You tell the cops that those two girls are your kids 
���	 ���	 ���	 �������	 ����	 ���	 ���%'	 (��	 �������	
tell you to get on your knees so they can cuff you, 
but you resist saying that you have done nothing 
�����'	���	�����	������	����	���	���	����	������	
ID showing that you are an assistant professor at 
(�����	  ��������'	 _��	 ����|	 ���	 ������	 ���%�	
��	���	�	!�	��	�	���	���	����	����	����'	���	��	

����	���%'
Moral of the story:  Do not go to public places and 

��%�	���	���	����	%���'	�	���	!�	����	���������'
Seven:  Your brother is accused of shoplifting by 

�	����	�������	�������'	���	���	������	��	����	
����	!�	���	�	����	�	��	�����	��	��	�������'	
(��	 ���	 ����	 ���	 ����	 !�����	 ��	 �	 ���%�	 ����	
and you protest and struggle to free your brother, 
!�	���	��	��	 ����	��	���'	(��	���	�����	���	
the other store cop comes over and shoots you 
thinking you were trying to reach for the detective 
���'	�����	��	��	����~	Z�������	�����!���	����	
�����'

Eight: You are in your backyard listening to a 
!�������'	`��������	�	������	����	���	����	����	
!����	������	!�	����	������	�������'	���	��	����	
���	������	���	��	�����	��|

You get up and go into the house to get your 
���������	 �	 ������	 �	���	 ��	���������'	Z���	

you return and raise the camera up, one of the cop 
������	<)��|@	���	��%�	��	����	��	�	�������	���	��	
�������	����	����	���%	��	����'	�����	��	��	����~

It is better to listen to sport programming inside 
�	��������	������'

    As you can see, police can and will invent 
practically any excuse to use deadly force when 
other least drastic means are available to the of-
����	�	������	��	�������'

	 _�	 ����	 ����	 ���������	 �����	 �����	 ����	
upon deadly force than engage themselves into a 
����	��	��	�������	�����	���	��	���'

Z��	����	���	���	�����	`�����~	E��	�������-
tation with police can be a deadly encounter and 
���	�������	��	���	���	������	�	��	���'	{��-
����	������	���	������	���	����	�	��	����-
emy on the use of deadly force and other means 
of control that do not involve your family meeting 
���	���!���	��	(��	���	X������	$���'

Contact Lafe Tolliver at tolliver@juno.com

the neighbors can come together and realize they have more similarities than 
�����������'	(���	����	!�����	����	�������	�	�����	���������	���	��-
���	������	���	��	��������	��	�����������'	�	�����	����	��%�	�	���%	��	��	
affordable housing plan, where people with jobs can own a house instead of 
������	�	�����'	��	���*��	�!��	�	������	��	������	���*��	����	�����	������	
���	����������	��������	��	����	��������'	������	̀ ���	���	�	����	�����-
!������	����	���	�*�	������	�!��	�'	(����	���	��	����	������	���	���	
to own their own company but may not know how to write a business plan or 
���%	�����'	�	���	�	������	���	������������	��%�	��	��!�����	!������	��*��	
!���	����	��	���%	������'	�	���	�	����	���	���	�	�����	���	�����	��	
!�������	�����	�	�������	��	�����	�	���	����	���	!�������	��	�����������'	
(����	!���������	��	������������	���	���	����	��	��������	���	��������	
�����������'@

Vallie Bowman English, current Clerk of Courts 
“I plan to increase technology in electronic records, this will make the court 

���������'	(��	�������	����	��������	��	������	����	���	%��	!�	��	����	
���	��	�	�/	�����'	(����	���	!�	=//�///	�����	��	����	������	��	�����	
�����	�����	��	���*	����	�	!�������	�������	�	%���	����	�������	��	���'	Z�	
must pay for offsite storage and would like to make those records completely 
���������'	(��	�����	�����	��	�	��������	��	���	��	�������	��	�	���	��-
������	��	���	��	��	���%���	�	���������	����'	�	��	����	���	��	�	������	
���	�	���%������	����	������	���	��%�	����	�����	���	����	���%���	�	X���	
)���	��	`��*�	
��!'	(��	�������	��	��	����	���	���	��	�������	�	���	
���������	!�	��	���*	�����	���	���%���	������	�	���	���	�	������-
���	������'	�	�����	����	��%�	�	��������	������	�	��	�����'	(����	���	������	
in the community who believe the court is inaccessible, like the attorneys or 
������'		�	�����	��%�	�	�������	�	���������	������	!�	�����������	���	�	
�%�	����	��	����	�����	��	����	���'	(����	��	���	�������	���	����	�����	
������	����'	�	����	������	��	����������	��	���	��!����	��	������	����	
����	�������!����'	<

Tom Puffenberger, candidate Municipal Court judge
<[�������	���������	�����	��%	�!��	������'	(����	���	����	�����	�	�����	

��%�	�	��	���	��	����'	�	�����	��%�	�	����	��	����	�����	!�	�����	����	
��	����	�����������'	������	���	����	�	����	�	����	���	����	!�����	����	
case is resolved, but I would like to change that with just offering a pre-trial 
���	�	����'	�	����	��	����	��	��	���!��	��	����	���������'	�	�����	����	�	
����%	���	���	������	
���%	��	
����	!�	�	�����	��%�	�	���	���	�����	�����	
������	������	��	�����	������	��	�������	������	����'	Z��	��	����	�	��	
�������	��	������	(��	�����	����	��	����	��	����	����	���	������	����	

�����������'	�	�����	��%�	�	��	��	�����	������	���������	�	����	�����	
��	������	������	�����	��	����	���'	�*�	���	��	���	!�����	������	�����	��	
����	���	��	���	���	���	������	�	�����	����	��	��	���	����	���'	�	��	��	
��	�����	��	��	������	�������	!�	�	%���	��	������	���'	�	�����	��%�	�	�����	
����	���������	��	��*��	������	�	��	����	�	������	����	������	���	���-
������	����	��������	���	������	���	%���	���	���	���	�����	��	��	����'	
(��	����	����	�	���	�	�������	��	�	�������	��������	���%��	�	���	��	!�	
�����!��	��	������	�����	����'	���	���!���	��	���	����	������	�	�������-
����	���%�	��	�	�������	��������	���%��	�*�	����	��	
��������	�����	����	
���	������	������	��	���	�	����	���	�������	��������'@

Sheena Barnes, candidate Toledo Public Schools board
<(��	���������	���	���������	��	��	���	��	��!����	���	����	_�����	

��!����	���	!�������	!������	�	���%	���	������������	������������	����	
���	���*	����	��������	�	����	���	���	��	���������	���	�	��������'	
���������	�������!����	�	��	�����������	��	�������'	Z�	����	�����	��-
���	��	 ��	�������	(�����	 ��	��	���	�������%���	!������	��	���	 ����	
��������	���%���'	����	�����	�	��	�������	�	����	���%�	!�	���%	�	���	��	
����������	��	��	���	�������	��	��	!�������	���	�����	������'	

Z���	��*��	��%���	�!��	���������	����	��	�������	��	����	����	�	��%	
�!��	�����	��	������	��	����'	E�	�����������	���	�	�����	���	������	
�������	���	����'	���	��	 ��	�������	 ��	 ���%��	 ��%�	��	 ��	 ��	���	���*	
�����	��%�	���	��	!�������	��%�	���	���	���	���*	��	��������'	(��	������	
!������	���	��	�	��������	���!��	���	��������	���	����	���	�	�����'	�	
have an eleven-year-old who was riding his bike in the new neighborhood that 
��	�����	���	!�	��	������'	��*�	!�	�����	����	��*��	��%���	�!��	������'	
�	���	����	!�	���������!��	���	����	���%�'	��*�	!�	�����	�!��	��	���	
��	������	E�!��*�	����	���	��	���	E������jE��������'	�	�����	��	��	����	
�������	���	��������	���	��	������	�������'	�������	������	��	����	�������	
����	���	����	����	���	���	����������	���	��	��������	������'	(����	
�������	������	�����	���	�	�����	�	���	����'	�	���%	���	����	�������	
�����	�������	���	���	����	�������'	

�	��������	��	�	������	������	�����	�������	���%��'	Z�	����	�	���	������	
honest classes, education about sexual health, healthy relationships, and body 
������'	$����	 �����%���	��������	!������	������	 ���%	 �*�	�	����	���	
��	�	���	���	��	%���������	%���'	$�������	�����	����	�*�	������	������������	
!����������	 ���	 �������	��	 ������	 ��	 ���	 ���������'	(��	�������	������	
��	�	����	����	����������	���	�����	�����	���	���	����������	!������	���	
���	�����	�����%��'	$����	�����%���	������	���	����	���	��������	������	
���%���	���	������	���%���'	�*�	��	���	��	����	����	��	��	������	!�	��	
E������jE�������	����	���*�	��������	%������'	

I was shocked when I attended my last few school board members, because I 
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Sweet Taste of Liberty: A True Story of Slavery and 
Restitution in America by W. Caleb McDaniel
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

The Truth Contributor

Home Sweet Home.
Be it ever so humble, there’s no place 

like it. It’s where your family is, where you 
hang your coat, where you keep your stuff. 
Even the word “home” equals safety and 
comfort, and in the new book Sweet Taste 
of Liberty by W. Caleb McDaniel, getting 
home could mean payback, too.

For many years, Zebulon Ward bragged about being “the last Ameri-
can… to pay for a slave,” but that wasn’t quite true. 

He paid her, not for her, and Harriet Wood made sure he did.
Born in a small town in northern Kentucky, Wood guessed that she en-

tered the world in 1818 or 1820, but no one knew for sure. Moses Tousey 
owned her then and when he died in 1834 after a series of misfortunes, she 
was sold to a Louisville man named Henry Forsyth. She toiled two years 
for him, and when Forsyth’s business fell on hard times, he sold Wood 
to William Cirode, a French immigrant who was living “a version of the 
American dream.” 

Cirode purchased Wood in Lexington and, because he was “restless,” he 
moved to New Orleans shortly afterward, taking her with him. Although he 
������	�	�������	����	���	�	����	
�����	�����	�������	��	����	��������	
troubles in early 1844, so he abandoned his family and sailed to France. 
His wife, Jane, took the slaves she’d retained and returned to Kentucky, 
and then she took Wood to Ohio, which was a free state. 

Agreements between Kentucky and Ohio meant that Harriet Wood was 
still a slave until Jane Cirode freed her, which happened at some point in 
1848. Finally, Wood was free and she had the papers to prove it.

She didn’t have them with her, though, when Zebulon Ward conspired 
to kidnap her and take her to market to sell back into slavery. The papers 
never surfaced during a lawsuit challenging Ward’s ownership of Wood. 
She didn’t have them when he sold her down the river to Natchez.

And for 17 years, she burned at what he’d done…
Don’t be surprised if, as you’re reading Sweet Taste of Liberty, you begin 

to feel rather overwhelmed. There’s a lot going on inside this book.
(��	������	������	���	�����	���	�	����	!��%	���	����	 �	�����!��	

who’s who; that this is a highly-peopled account is only a part of the issue, 
never mind the similarity of some surnames. You’ll truly have to take your 
time here – which you won’t wish to do, since it’s a story you’ll want to 
gobble up.

Author W. Caleb McDaniel tells a breathless tale with an ominously dark 
feel through many of its pages, because the monsters here were real. Yes, 
it’s a complicated tale that races from north to south, but the righteous au-
�����	��	��������	��������	��	����	��	=�+/	��%��	�	����������	��j
pumping, and satisfying. 

Historians, of course, will want Sweet Taste of Liberty. Feminists shouldn’t 
����	�'	X��%�	���	��	�������	��	����������	������	���	�'	E��	��	���	����	
want to take it home.

was only one of a few parents in attendance. The school board meeting where 
the Lady Rams received their award was standing room only, but afterwards 
everyone cleared out. We are involved when we want to be involved. School 
board meetings are at 5:30pm, when most parents get off work at 5:00pm. The 
question is are we providing that opportunity for parent involvement when 
that occurs. Let’s use technology and smart phones, incorporating live streams. 
Why not video record teachers during their lunch break for ten minutes if they 
have a matter or topic to discuss for the school board meeting, instead of ask-
ing them to work all day and then attend the school board meeting. We could 
look at holding meetings on the weekends because I see parents at City League 
games, and Smith Park. There is parent involvement. 

As a proud TPS mom and advocate I am willing to work on communication, 
equity and wrap-around services in TPS schools. I should know more than four 
days in advance, which school my child will attend in the fall. There should 
be equity, so every child feels welcomed in our schools. These students should 
feel restricted because of their zip code, race or gender identify. There should 
also be wrapped around services and connections with community resources. 
These things are needed to move us further along and higher education for all. 
Increase teachers, para-professional, and minority para-professionals.”

The general election is November 5 at assigned polling locations, and 
early voting is currently at 1301 Monroe Street until November 4, 2019. 

Camdidates... continued from page 12
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CLASSIFIEDS 

NORTHGATE APARTMENTS
  

610 Stickney Avenue 
Toledo, Ohio43604

*Now accepting applications for One and 
Two bedroom Apartment Homes*

Senior Community for persons 55 years and 
older. Rent is based on income. Our Activity and 
Service Coordinators are on site. Heat included. 
Chauffeured transportation to nearby shopping 

and banks available.  419-729-7118 

Equal Housing
 Opportunity/Equal 

Opportunity Employer

CHURCH CUSTODIAN
First Church of God has an immediate open-
ing for a Church Custodian who has the basic 
knowledge and skills to perform daily duties 
consistent with the maintenance and general 
upkeep of the church facility. This includes rou-
tine tasks anywhere from daily in-house clean-
ing to minor repairs. Those interested please 
���������
���
���
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ATTENTION AFRICAN AMERICAN 
VENDORS! 

Join us for the 2nd Annual REAL BLACK FRI-
DAY TOLEDO! Black Business Expo. If you are 
an African American owned business looking to 
market your products or services to HUNDREDS 
of customers, register today to be a vendor at the 
largest Black Business Expo in Northwest Ohio.

The REAL BLACK FRIDAY TOLEDO! Black 
Business Expo is conveniently located within the 
central city of Toledo at The New Life Center on 
the campus of Bethlehem Baptist Church. This 
attractive, secure, one-level building offers 7,000 
square Ft. of opportunity for vendors to have a 
wonderful and interactive experience with conve-
nient and easy to access parking. The event is 
inside and will take place come rain or shine!

The event will take place November 29, 2019, 
from 11:00am until 5:00pm. Early bird registration 
is open now and you can take
advantage of a 25% discount on the purchase of 
your table until September 27, 2019. Tables are 
�������#� ������'�������������� �
�������������%� ���
sell on the hottest shopping day of the year. 

Visit www.ivinstitute.org<http://www.ivinstitute.
org> to register.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS 

SEALED PROPOSALS for bidding on Me-
troparks Toledo – Wildwood Resurfacing will 
be received; opened; and read aloud at the Met-
ropolitan Park District of the Toledo Area, Fallen 
��������������X���#��[z[��������������������#�
Maumee, Ohio 43537 Friday, November 8, 
2019 at 3:00 p.m. local time.

THE SCOPE OF WORK consists of removal and 
replacement of approximately 59,645 square 
feet of asphalt pavement with ground tire rubber 
����������
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asphalt paving, pavement marking, and con-
crete walks.  Bidders may obtain copies of plans, 
������������#� ��������� ���������� ���� ����_
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West Woodruff, Toledo, Ohio 43604 between 
8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday 
(check made payable to Newfax Corporation) or 
via the Newfax Digital Plan Room at www.new-
faxcorp.com.  Newfax can be contacted at 419-
241-5157 or 800-877-5157.  A non-refundable 
fee of $15 is required for each set of full-size 
documents obtained.  For additional information, 
please contact Jon Zvanovec @ 419-360-9184, 
jon.zvanovec@metroparkstoledo.com.  

EACH BIDDER MUST FURNISH either (1) a 
bond for the full amount of the bid or (2) a certi-
����
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of credit in an amount equal to ten percent (10%) 
of the bid with its bid.  The successful bidder 
must furnish a 100 percent (100%) Performance 
Bond and a 100 percent (100%) Labor and Ma-
terials Bond.

No bidder may withdraw its bid within thirty (30) 
days after the actual date of the opening thereof.

THE BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS OF 
THE METROPOLITAN PARK DISTRICT OF 
THE TOLEDO AREA reserves the right to reject 
any or all bids, and to waive any informality in 
bidding.

By order of the Board of Park Commissioners
METROPOLITAN PARK DISTRICT OF THE TO-
LEDO AREA

David D. Zenk, Executive Director 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

The Mental Health & Recovery Services Board 
of Lucas County (MHRSB) is issuing a Request 
for Proposals for a demonstration grant, and is 
seeking to fund innovative approaches to Assisted 
Outpatient Treatment services and/or prevention 
programming in targeted zip code areas. Propos-
als are to be delivered no later than 5:00 p.m. 
on November 20, 2019. All questions should be 
submitted to crs@lcmhrsb.oh.gov by November 
18, 2019. Details regarding the project deliver-
ables and submission criteria are located on the 
�?@<&'�� 	������{� 
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publicnotice/.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS 

SEALED PROPOSALS for bidding on 
Metroparks Toledo - Wabash Cannonball 
Trail North Fork Extension, Fulton County, 
Ohio will be received; opened; and read 
aloud at the Metropolitan Park District of the 
Toledo Area, Fallen Timbers Field Office, 
6101 Fallen Timbers Lane, Maumee, Ohio 
43537 Friday, November 15, 2019 at 3:00 
p.m. local time.

THE SCOPE OF WORK consists of 
construction of a 12 foot, 6.14 miles long 
multi-use trail along the abandoned Wabash 
Railroad from State Route 109 to the Lucas 
County line including railing upgrades 
on a bridge over Swan Creek.  General 
construction includes earthwork, erosion 
control, aggregate base, asphalt pavement, 
wooden guardrail, pavement markings, 
signage, mulching and seeding.  Bidders 
may obtain copies of plans, specifications, 
��������� ���������� ���� ����_
�����'�� �����
through Newfax Corporation, 333 West 
Woodruff, Toledo, Ohio 43604 between 8:30 
a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Tuesday 
(check made payable to Newfax Corporation) 
or via the Newfax Digital Plan Room at www.
newfaxcorp.com.  Newfax can be contacted 
at 419-241-5157 or 800-877-5157.  A non-
-refundable fee of $40 is required for each 
set of full-size documents obtained.  For 
additional information, please contact Jon 
Zvanovec @ 419-360-9184, jon.zvanovec@
metroparkstoledo.com.  

EACH BIDDER MUST FURNISH either (1) a 
bond for the full amount of the bid or (2) a 
�����������
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letter of credit in an amount equal to ten 
percent (10%) of the bid with its bid.  The 
successful bidder must furnish a 100 percent 
(100%) Performance Bond and a 100 percent 
(100%) Labor and Materials Bond.

The bidder must be an Ohio Department 
of Transportation (ODOT) pre-qualified 
contractor. Pre-qualification status must be in 
force at the time of bid, at the time of award, 
and through the life of the construction 
contract. 

The Disadvantaged Business Enterprise 
(DBE) goal for this project is minimum seven 
percent (7%).

No bidder may withdraw its bid within thirty 
(30) days after the actual date of the opening 
thereof.

THE BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS 
OF THE METROPOLITAN PARK DISTRICT 
OF THE TOLEDO AREA reserves the right 
to reject any or all bids, and to waive any 
informality in bidding.

By order of the Board of Park Commissioners
METROPOLITAN PARK DISTRICT OF THE 
TOLEDO AREA

David D. Zenk, Director 

CUSTODIAN/CLERK/COURIER - 
PART TIME

WGTE Public Media seeks a responsible and 
reliable person for a part-time (approximately 20 
hours per week) custodial, mail processing, couri-
er and general maintenance. Previous experience 
needed providing basic building maintenance 
services: electrical such as changing light bulbs 
and ballasts, repairing outlets and switches, etc.; 
and plumbing such as repairing/changing faucets, 
toilet repair, cleaning drains, etc. Must have valid 
������'�� �������������������� ���	������%���<����
your letter and résumé to: Human Resources, 
1270 South Detroit Ave, Toledo, OH  43614, or 
employment@wgte.org. EOE/AD
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Grace Executive Director Elaine Page and 
Board Chairman Bryce Harbaugh

50 Years of Grace Community Center’s 
Service to Toledo Central City
Sojourner’s Truth Staff

In 1969, under the auspices of the United Church of Christ, Betty Amison 
opened the doors to the Grace Community Center. This past week end, on 
October 19, 2019, the Grace Community Center staff, along with its board of 
directors, community members and supporters, commemorated the organiza-
tion’s 50th Anniversary with a celebration at the First Church of God recogniz-
ing some key moments and the important accomplishments of some notable 
������	��	)����*�	������'

First and foremost, there is Betty Amison, without whom there would be no 
Grace Community Center. Amison founded the agency and led it for 42 years, 
until her retirement in 2011 and she is still active in the Grace Community 
Center neighborhood.

In 1977, Amison led the agency into the United Way family of social service 
agencies, allowing the hiring of additional staff and increasing the program-
ming. In 1984, a successful capital fund drive raised the money to build a com-
munity center which stand in operation today.

Also, during her years, she established a neighborhood school (the Colling-
wood Learning Center); created the “Homemakers Program” cultivating car-
pentry skills in unemployed women and rehabbing homes in the Fulton Street 
neighborhood; established an Adopt a School  program which evolved into 
today’s Partners in Education program; established a personal leadership pro-
gram for women called “Getting Ahead” which enabled dozens of local resi-
dents to set personal and business goals; revitalized the Toledo Olde Towne 
Community Organization, started a summer feeding program; established a 
summertime Educamp program and started the ever-popular Afro Ball for ju-
nior high youth.

Others recognized during the evening’s program were current director Elaine 
Page, who assumed leadership of the agency in 2011 upon Amison’s retire-

ment; Jay Shavers, the current youth director and facilities manager; Kathy 
Placzkiewicz, the longest serving board member and Mattie McAlister, the 
longstanding education director.

The keynote address was delivered by U.S. Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur 
who has been instrumental, over the years, in working with the agency to get 
some of those positive results – such as the Homemakers Program and the Get-
ting Ahead program, to name a few.

Today, according to Harbaugh, the agency offers programs and services spe-
��������	��������	�	��������	���������	�����	���	����j�����	��������	���	
social development programs for young people. There are also a variety of 
family case management, employment and career development training, youth 
leadership and numerous recreational programs.

During her eight-year tenure, Page has established a 10,000 square-foot co-
op garden, established an annual series of neighborhood gatherings and ex-
panded partnerships supporting the provision of services at the Center.

The work of the Grace Center is family focused, striving to create self-suf-
�������'	(��	����	��	��������	�	����������	��	�����!�������	��������	��	
building and renovation of homes and ensuring safe streets and community 
cohesion.

Discover your limitless opportunities at The University  
of Toledo. Join us and meet a community dedicated to 
your success.

▪ Meet representatives of UToledo’s academic 
programs.

▪ Learn about scholarships, financial aid and funding 
your education.

▪ Tour campus housing and academic facilities.
▪ Meet your admission counselor and apply to UToledo.

Come and explore – Find YOUR TOMORROW.

Register today at utoledo.edu/admission/preview. 
Consider additional visit options at utoledo.edu/visit.

Questions?  
1.800.5TOLEDO voice 
419.740.4540 text 
enroll@utoledo.edu email

FUELING
           TOMORROWS

Plan to visit The University of Toledo 
Tuesday, Nov. 5 for Preview Day. 

Councilman Larry Sykes and 
Juanita Greene

Katrina Barnhill Betty Amison


