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... continued on page 4

The Hidden America Comes Out of Hiding 
By Lafe Tolliver, Esq

Guest Column

The tumult and fractious arguments of the present day political discourse 
is  peppered with both angry rancor and name calling and a constant stream 
of fabricated lies from the White House.

One can get the sense, and a morbid sense at that, that the current politi-
cal roiling is taking a heavy toil on any semblance that American politics is 
seen as being benign, civil or well behaved.

To say that it has become a blood sport is apparent. The cauldron heat 
of the recent Kavanaugh hearings exposed a grand canyon of mistrust be-
tween the warring political parties and the resultant wounds may take years 
to heal.

Any remote semblance of party cooperation on important issues is seem-
ingly out of the window with both parties taking a “no prisoners” approach.

President Trump is, in my opinion, downright giddy with excitement 
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Herr Trump, the P.T. Barnum of political Kabuki, is quite content and 
cozy in his cocoon of mis-directions and lies that foment intense blowback 
from the opposing party wherever he campaigns and brazenly lies about 
obvious facts.

 From where I sit, Herr Trump has no inner moral code or compass and 
his levels of human empathy and compassion do not even register on a hu-
manity Geiger counter.

 The Republican GOP has totally abdicated any remote sense of checks 
and balances on the White House and are mute and deaf when they are con-
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ing for the middle class and having a vibrant foreign policy against strong 
men and outright thugs who masquerade as national leaders.

 It appears that the GOP is quite content with being amoral regarding the 
shenanigans of Herr Trump; and they do not wish to or want to stand up to 
him for their fear of being “tweeted to death” or Herr Trump castigating 
them at one of his tax payer-paid pep rallies held in safe red-ribbed states.

 The Democrats are still using smoke signals to try to cobble together a 
coherent message of healthcare, infrastructure, saving Medicare and Social 
Security and a compassionate plan for immigrants properly seeking asy-
lum.

A curse on both houses! Neither party is winning any plaudits for their 
negative conduct of not governing and especially not working with each 
other for the good of the commonweal.

 Lest anyone forget, Herr Trump is simply the poster boy of the seething 
anger and bitterness that his GOP base is channeling through him and if 
Herr Trump constantly lies and belittles people, so be it!

 His base is “good to go” about that. They are willing to turn a blind eye 
and deaf ear to his excesses and apparently even in cases wherein they will 
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A word of caution: Do not let the GOP con you by saying that your Medi-
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created when they brazenly gave away the treasury to give their cronies 
and corporate fat cats mammoth tax cuts.

You would think that Herr Trump’s base would be wise to the switch and 
bail tactics that the GOP is using but as long as Trump gives them a night-
mare that millions of immigrants will be any day at their front door eating 
their beans and bread and stealing their cars, his base will stay put.

 The politics of fear is not new.  White landlords in the South have used 
that tactics for decades to divide and conqueror poor white and black share-
croppers so that they would not organize and demand the rudiments of fair 
�����
��������
���	
	����

The fear mongers used race and intermarriage as their fear tactics to tell 
the poor white farmer that big, black and burly Negroes were wild eyed 
about their fair-skinned white daughters or that black people would be sit-
ting next to them in schools and in their churches...so watch out!

 Herr Trump is reading out of the same racist playbook that George Wal-
lace and David Duke used and he is doing so with gusto accompanied by 
bucking his eyes and saying how only he alone can solve these problems.

Mussolini would be green with envy if he could watch the sordid tactics 
of Herr Trump continually rip holes in the delicate gossamer fabric that we 
call democracy.

Trump has stirred the bottom crusty dredges of the pot and they have 
responded to his call (no longer a dog whistle!) and there is a coarsening 
of the political relationships between people. The battle lines have been 
drawn and there is no foreseeable end in sight.

If I was to get “spiritual” on you, I would say that a negative spirit has 
been unleashed in America and it is both energizing Trump and his base.

Trump has no use for democracy since it does not elevate him to the pin-
nacle of unbridled power and privileges, like the sultans of Saudi Arabia 
enjoy or Kim Jung Un (his lover in Korea) or other despots that rule by 
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The only check that the populace has on autocratic wannabees like Trump 

Save Money. Save Lives. 
A Better Way.

Vote FOR Issue 10. 

Issue 10 builds a Solutions Center so people 
who need help, get help. And people who 
need to be in jail, will be in jail. 

But jail is not the place for people with 
addiction and mental health issues.

Even better, taxpayers will save millions every 
year by focusing on treatment and not costly 
jail time.

Paid for by Citizens for a Safe Lucas County
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Why Issue 10 Is So Important
Sojourner’s Truth Staff
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Form No. 11-A Prescribed by the Secretary of State (08-17)

Absentee Ballot Application print clearly

R.C. 3509.03

Voter Name 
Required 1

First Middle

Last Suffix

Date of Birth 
Required 2 Date of Birth (do not write today's date here)

Address at Which 
you are Registered 
to Vote 
Required

3
Street Address (no P.O.  boxes) County

City/Village ZIP

Mailing Address 
Required only if you wish to 
have your ballot mailed to a 
different address than the 
address at which you're 
registered to vote.

4

Street Address (or P.O.  box)

City/Village

State ZIP

Identification 
Required 
  
You must provide ONE of the 
following.

5

Your Ohio driver’s license number (2 letters followed by 6 numbers) OR

Last four digits of your Social Security number OR

Copy of a current and valid photo identification, military identification, or a current (within the 
last 12 months) utility bill, bank statement, government check, paycheck or other government 
document (other than a notice of voter registration mailed by a board of elections) that 
contains your name and current address.

Election 
Required 
  
You must complete a separate 
application for each election. 6

Date of Election (do not write today's date here)

General Election

Primary Election

Special Election

For a PARTISAN primary election only, you must choose the type of ballot:

Political party ballot Name of Political Party Issues only ballot

Affirmation 
Required

7

� �� I wish to have an absentee ballot mailed to me at the address listed above. 

� �� I understand this request must be received by my board of elections no later than noon on the 
Saturday before Election Day if by mail or by 2 p.m. the day before the election if in person. 

� �� I understand that if an absentee ballot is mailed to me and I change my mind and go to my 
polling place to vote on Election Day, I will be required to vote a provisional ballot that cannot be 
counted until at least 11 days after Election Day. 

� �� I understand that, if I do not provide the required information, my application cannot be 
processed. 

� �� I hereby declare, under penalty of election falsification, that I am a qualified elector and 
the statements above are true. 

Signature X

Today's Date

To assist the board of election in contacting you in a timely manner if your application is incomplete, please provide the following information.

Telephone Number E-mail Address

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY OF A FELONY OF THE FIFTH DEGREE.

MM/DD/YYYY

 

 

MM/DD/YYYY

MM/DD/YYYY
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Hidden America... continued from page 3
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 Contact Lafe Tolliver at tolliver@juno.com
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The Case FOR Issue 9
Sojourner’s Truth Staff

Issue 9 supports Lucas County Children Services, the county agency 
responsible for protecting children from abuse and neglect. This issue 
renews an existing but expiring 1.85 mill property tax levy for child 
protective services in Lucas County.

Issue 9 is not a new tax and would be in effect for 10 years. I will 
generate $13.3 million annually and will provide LCCS with a stable 
sustainable source of income as it meets an increasing need for child 
protection in the community.

In 2017, LCCS spent a total of $45.5 million to protect children, up 
from $42.4 million in 2014 reflecting the increasing need for services 
as more children were placed at risk. Thanks to the support of the resi-
dents of Lucas County, LCCS has a second operating budget, assed in 
2016, of a five-year, 1.8 mill measure that runs through 2021 and repre-
sents $12.8 million in essential operating revenue.

These local levies are so important because of the dearth of support 
from the state for child protection. Ohio currently ranks 50th in the na-
tion in state funding for child protection – if current state funding levels 
were doubled, Ohio would still rank last. That means that counties and 
their residents must pick up the slack.

This issue – Issue 9 – means that the homeowner of a $100,000 house 
will pay $56.66 annually – about $4.72 per month – to help keep our 
children safe.

In order to ensure that taxpayer dollars are being used wisely, LCCS 

is committed to holding the line on spending while continuing to oper-
ate an agency that is one of the most innovative, efficient and effective 
child protection agencies in Ohio. LCCS spends the largest proportion 
of its budget - $12.8 million – to keep 150 caseworkers on staff. Foster 
care costs $67.5 million and contracts for services to clients cost $1.8 
million.

The agency helps one in eight children in Lucas County, so continued 
funding is vital as the job of child protection continued to get more 
complex and challenging. Overall referrals for suspected child abuse 
have increased nearly 14 percent since 2014. The number of children in 
LCCS care and custody remains steady at about 1,000 every day

In 2017, Lucas County experienced 1,600 confirmed cases of child 
abuse and neglect – twice the number of children the case workers saw 
in 2011, largely a result of the ongoing heroin and opiate epidemic. In 
fact substance abuse is the most frequently cited reason.

Issue 9 will allow LCCS to continue its efforts to keep children with 
family whenever possible by providing caseworker and financial sup-
port and will help LCCS maintain its position as n of the top-performing 
public children services agencies in Ohio. It will allow LCCS to con-
tinue its move to mobile technology, allowing caseworkers to be more 
efficient and effective. It will allow the agency to continue its collabo-
ration with law enforcement, organized labor and other area partners.

Issue 9 protects children. Vote FOR Issue 9

Vote Early for Ohio Democrats
Ohioans have a tremendous opportunity in 2018 not only to shape the fu-

ture of our state for many years to come but also to send a message to the rest 
of America and the world.

On Nov. 6, we have the chance to declare that the Buckeye State is still the 
heart of it all --  that we reject the politics of division, corruption and chaos 
we are seeing in Columbus and Washington today, and that we embrace fair-
ness, and community, and opportunity for everybody.
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Democrats up and down the ticket to make sure Ohioans have access to af-
fordable health care, quality education and good-paying jobs. It’s time to 
elect leaders we can trust.

If we can turn Ohio blue, retake the governorship, win Ohio’s other four 
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that Ohio is a state that will take the lead and make change happen.

Every election matters, but the 2018 election matters more than most. With 
the Ohio governor, secretary of state and auditor sitting on the redistricting 
commission, the results of those elections this year will reverberate in Ohio 
until 2031.

And you can cast your ballot almost every day between now and Election 
Day -- even on Saturday, starting on Oct. 27.

For Attorney General, Steve Dettelbach will continue the work he’s done 
as a U.S. Attorney and a career federal prosecutor. Steve has vowed to stand 
up for the vulnerable and hold the powerful accountable.

Auditor candidate Zack Space is running a hard-charging campaign to re-
store faith in Ohio’s broken political system. Zack is on a crusade to shine a 
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eradicate partisan gerrymandering in Ohio that results in political extremism 
and dysfunction. 
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Kathleen Clyde is a leading state legislator who has focused her entire career 
on protecting voter rights. Kathleen is committed to making sure our elec-
tions are secure, our districts are fair, our map-making is transparent, every 
voice is heard, and every vote is counted.

Clyde recently attended a NAACP candidate forum in Cincinnati that her 
opponent said he would attend but never showed up. As Sherrod Brown of-
�	
������������	�	
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����������+������1�	������
�������
��+�������1�	�����-
ing against.

Rob Richardson, a longtime champion for workers across Ohio, is running 
for state Treasurer to bring accountability, innovation and opportunity back 
�����	����
	��

For the Ohio Supreme Court, Judges Melody Stewart and Michael Don-

	�������	��������*�����	����		����������
��	���
��+�����	������
�����	����-
ance to the court. They will work (as they have worked for years) to increase 

access, accountability, and transparency in Ohio’s criminal justice system.
Find all the information you need to make your voice heard by voting early 

or on Election Day Nov. 6 at IWillVote.com/OH.

Paid for by the Ohio Democratic Party.
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Meet the Mayor Draws Questions from 
Concerned Citizens
By Tricia Hall
Sojourner’s Truth Reporter

Dozens of professionals, residents and City of Toledo employees crowded Our 
Brother’s Place, located in downtown Toledo, on Wednesday, October 24, 2018 
for a question and answer forum featuring Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz.

Event organizers Keith Mitchell and Paul Hubbard opened the forum by ex-
plaining that the Mayor would answer any question that is asked, laying out the 
question format, and introducing the mayor. In addition to the mayor, there were 
two staff members and two city council representatives in attendance.
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Block Grant (CDBG) that has been featured in local news lately. 

“Every organization listed on the resolution is worthy of support. The actual 
question is whether the federal government rules are followed, the rules must be 
followed to receive the funding. CDBD is federal money that funds neighborhood 
initiatives. We went through this process of collecting applications and presenting 
�
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ganizations. City Council passed Councilman Sykes’s resolution, and I signed it. I 
support those organizations and signed the ordinance, but the federal government 
decides if we are following the rules or not,” explained Kapszukiewicz.

The second question asked about the retention rates of minority Toledo Police 
���
	���

“I don’t know the answer to that question, but when it comes to gender or race 
or other areas of improvement, we have to focus on recruitment and the pool of 
applications that meet the criteria. We are going to tweak the standards to increase 
��	���������*�����	��
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only lowers the available pool of candidates,” said the mayor.

Paul Hubbard, Mayor Kapszukiewicz, Keith Mitchell

WWW.JUDGEZMUDA.COM

HARDWORKING EXPERIENCED FAIR
Paid for by Zmuda for Judge Committee

19 years as a private practice attorney, representing clients in 

15 years as a judge
Taught at the University of Toledo College of Law
Chair of the Civil Law Committee of the Ohio Judicial Conference

both trial and appellate courts 

 VOTE JUDGE ZMUDA

Vote Nov. 6th

Johnny Mickler Sr.  and Mayor
Elgin Rogers, Councilman Tyrone 

Riley

Audience

... continued on page 14
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Perryman, Issue 5 & 6.. continued from page 12

not talking about only urban schools, I’m talking about all school districts 
because when you look at our thematic schools, a good percentage of the 
students come from the suburbs.  

Perryman: The reality is that we’re talking about 21st Century urban edu-
cation, which is very different from that which I experienced several decades 
ago or that you went through recently. Urban education today has numerous 
challenges, evidenced by the F received by TPS on its most recent State Re-
port Card. 

Durant:  So, if a child was already 2 years behind before they even start 
school, it’s a social issue that says we’ve got a system that’s not aligned to 
today’s time and these kids are showing up already a year to 2 years behind. 
#�	����
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they might be establishing that there are a lot of failing communities.

Perryman: So, the difference between TPS and others, including charter 
or even private schools, is that TPS educates kids who are disadvantaged or 
disabled and they are factored into the mix whereas other schools are able to 
exclude these particular students from their systems. 

Durant: That’s exactly right.  Here’s the thing, just this year we added 452 
kids, who have never been in TPS, with Individual Education Plans (IEP), 
special ed. Educating those students is something we’ve got to take on.  20% 
of our student population is in special ed.  We have 2000 kids who are home-
less and another 360 are in foster care. When you put it in perspective, that’s 
close to about 3200 and 3300 kids within one district are either homeless or 
foster care, which is larger than some suburbs have total enrollment. The bot-
tom line is we don’t have a choice in who we do or do not educate because 
our door is open to everybody.

Perryman: Along those lines, a recent study done by scholars at the Uni-
versity of Virginia concluded that kids that went to a private school did no 
better than those who attended public school when you control for family 
income and family resources.  So private schools are not a better choice for 
low-income students.

Durant:  As poverty decreases, performance goes up.  The issue is that we 
haven’t solved the issue of poverty.  

FIND THE  
RIGHT PROGRAM
GRADUATE DEGREES
• Master of Health Administration �
• Master of Science in Nursing  �

BACHELOR’S DEGREES
• Biology
• Healthcare Administration �
• Medical Imaging  �
• Nursing 
• Nursing /RN to BSN  �

ASSOCIATE DEGREES
• Health Information Technology  �
• Health Sciences 
• Nursing (Day and Evening/Weekend)
• Radiologic Technology

CERTIFICATES
• Community Health Worker
• EMT
• Medical Coding  �
• Ophthalmic Technology 
• Paramedic
• Phlebotomy
• Polysomnographic Technology 
� Denotes online program

� 
Start your journey

OPEN 
HOUSE
SATURDAY,  
NOVEMBER 3, 2018 
10 a.m. - Noon
mercycollege.edu

Perryman: So that grade of F on the report card is really a measure of the 
amount of poverty in the district.

Durant: I keep telling people that this is not a grade of this district; this 
is the grade of the social system that the district operates in and that’s not 
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nerships, which provide the opportunity for our students to have a great edu-
cational experience. We have been building the bridges to accomplish that 
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Perryman: Developing community partners, in my opinion, appears to be 
invaluable.

Durant: There’s no way TPS can do this alone.  You need social service 
agencies and you need the churches. My thing is we’ve got to awaken the 
faith-based community to take back our community.  I listened to you once 
give a sermon that asked, “When did we turn over our responsibility of rais-
ing kids to the schools?”  I took notes, because it was the truth. It is impos-
sible for schools to both rear or raise children and also educate them. 

Perryman:�[�
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needle forward. Yet, people want immediate results without understanding 
the complex dynamics of the large-scale institution that you lead. You’ve had 
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You’ve had to build the bridge as you walk on it, so to speak. 

How have you done it?
Durant: No sleep.  (Laughter). Literally having all hands on deck and see-

ing the big picture. Seeing that I’ve got to work on the front end so I can get 
it on the back end. Sometimes you just don’t know what you don’t know, you 
need to try it out.  It’s really doing all those things as well as embracing the 
community, going to the churches, getting more and more people involved. 
The average tenure for a superintendent is 3 years, if you’re African Ameri-
can or minority it’s less than 3.  You’ve really got to really keep moving.

I’m just TPS proud and I appreciate the support from yourself and others.
Perryman:  Thank you.
Vote yes on Issue 5 and Issue 6!
 (contact Rev. Dr. Donald Perryman at drdlperryman@enterofhopebaptist.

org)
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NORTHGATE APARTMENTS

610 Stickney Avenue 
Toledo, Ohio 43604

*Now Accepting Applications for 1 and 
2 Bedroom Apartment Homes*

Senior Community for persons 55 years and 
older. Rent is based on income. Our Activity and 
Service Coordinators are on site. Heat included. 
Chauffeured transportation to nearby shopping 
and banks available. 

EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY/EQUAL 

OPPORTUNITY 
EMPLOYER

 

 

 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
UNIFORM SALES & SERVICES  

RFP#18-R013 

NATURAL RESOURCES 
TECHNICIAN EAST 3

Metroparks Toledo has an opening for a Natural 
Resources Technician East 3 to maintain the natu-
ral areas throughout Metroparks. Position location: 
Pearson Metropark.  Experience in land manage-
ment/natural areas stewardship required. HS Diplo-
ma or equivalent required. $16.05/hr. Full time po-
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�
com/careers to view the job description, position re-
quirements and apply online. EOE

Lucas Metropolitan Housing Authority (LMHA) 
will receive proposals for Uniform Sales 
& Services.  Received in accordance with 
law until November 9, 2018, 3:00 PM ET.                                                                                                                               
See documents: www.lucasmha.org;                                                                                                                                      
201 Belmont Ave., Toledo, OH 43604; 
or 419-259-9446 (TRS: Dial 711).                                                                                                                                          
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nity requirements (Executive Order #11246).  This 
contract opportunity is a Section 3 Covered Contract                                                                                                                                         
and any Section 3 Business Concerns are encour-
aged to apply.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Lucas Metropolitan Housing Authority (LMHA), 
located in Toledo, OH is seeking experienced ap-
plicants for the following position(s): Field Opera-
tions Supervisor. For complete details, visit www.
lucasmha.org/Careers. Deadline: 11/11/18.  This 
is a Section 3 covered position(s).  HUD recipi-
ents are encouraged to apply and are to indicate 
on the application if you are a LMHA Public Hous-
ing client or Housing Choice Voucher Program 
participant. Persons with disabilities are encour-
aged to apply. NO PHONE CALLS.  Equal em-
ployment opportunity shall be afforded to all quali-
���� ���	
�	� ��
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�
� ������� 

� ����� ������ �
�
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religion, religious creed, gender, military status, 
ancestry, disability, handicap, sexual orientation, 
genetic information or national origin. 
. 

 
Oklahoma 

In 2016, Oklahomans voted to reclassify low-level 
drug possession and property crimes from felonies 
to misdemeanors and direct the savings toward reha-
bilitative services. Since the law took effect, felony 
cases have dropped dramatically, setting the state on 
a path to lower incarceration rates without an increase 
in crime, according to a new report by the Oklahoma 
Policy Institute and Policy Matters Ohio. 

Oklahoma’s amendment mirrors Issue 1, which 
Ohio voters will decide this November. State Ques-
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property crimes from felonies to misdemeanors. State 
Question 781, a companion ballot initiative, directed 
the state government to calculate the savings of those 
measures through lower incarceration and distribute 
that money to counties to fund mental health, sub-
stance abuse, and other rehabilitative services. Okla-
homa state legislators also passed laws that encour-

Shows Issue 1’s Promise for Ohio
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as misdemeanors and that raised the threshold for 
charging property crime as a felony.

SQ 780 and 781 took effect July, 2017. During the 
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“In 2016 Oklahoma had the highest incarceration 
rate in the nation. Low-level drug offenses and property 
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district attorneys,” said Director of Open Justice Okla-
homa, at OK Policy, Ryan Gentzler. “The huge drop in 
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Total crime in Oklahoma fell by nearly four percent 
between 2016 and 2017. Nonviolent crime dropped by 
more than three percent. Rates of petty larceny, which 
is covered by SQ 780, fell since it was implemented. 

OK Policy estimates SQ 780 will save the state 
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haven’t been realized yet because Oklahoma’s reclas-
���
����
�� ��	� 
��� �	����
��$	�� �	
�7�	�� ������ ?
�	��
Ohio Issue 1, people with low-level drug possession 
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to misdemeanors. Policy Matters Ohio estimates Issue 
1 will redirect $136 million from state prison spending 
to community-based programs a year. 

“With Issue 1, Ohio has the chance to build on what 
Oklahoma has done,” Gentzler said. “We’d like retro-
�
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selves from the baggage of a felony conviction. Ohio 
has the chance to help thousands of people rejoin so-
ciety. I hope you take it.” 

The OK Policy team penned an open letter encour-
aging Ohioans to vote for Issue 1. 

The third question asked how the new jail will, if the 
issues passes, impact homeowners in Lucas County.

�0���	�}>��������������������

�	��	�����	������8��#�	�
funds would be used to build a new jail. I don’t want 
to speak for the commissioners, but I will do my best 
to answer your question. This, issue is not pushed by 
the City of Toledo, but proposed by the Lucas County 
Commissioners, who operate the jail. The jail would 
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area, not just a jail but a campus. If the issue passes, 
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need for a new jail. A federal judge issued an order 
about the jail and its current poor condition. There is 
some controversy about the proposed location, but 
the commissioners and even the Sherriff believe the 
proposed space and campus is the best option. The 
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and diversional services, in hopes of reducing the jail 
population. There isn’t enough room in the old jail site 
and vertical buildings aren’t the best anymore. Rea-
sonable people can agree or disagree, reasonably,” he 
answered.

The fourth question asked what the difference be-
�+		
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��#��	���@	�ropolitan Area Council 

of Governments’ (TMACOG) plan.
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water plan. Honestly, the suburbs are our customers 
and if the suburbs leave and get water elsewhere like 
Detroit, we could face higher rates. Toledoans could 
pay three times our current rate. We want to create a 
board, a regional board or commission to set the rates, 
and make decisions. Toledo would still maintain the 
ability to veto, this issue still protects Toledo. It’s just 
changing the charter. Honestly, the difference between 
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making authority with the suburbs. It’s an achievable 
compromise,” answered Kapszukiewicz.
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“What is going on with St. Anthony Church. Why 
can’t we save it, it’s such a beautiful building.”

“We saved it, we did save it. That building would 
have been demolished in 72 hours if we hadn’t stepped 
�
��#�	�
���	�����+����������
���	�}]>>���
����	�}>���
tallest cathedral in the country. We don’t know what 
the plan is, because the neighborhood must decide the 
plans. The Padua Center, the Junction Coalition and 
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szukiewicz replied.
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ledo is working to attract and retain businesses. 

“When I talk to corporate leaders or even small 

business owners, and I ask them what they see in their 
future as possible threats, they say the same. They 
are worried about workforce development. There are 
businesses who invest in Toledo but invest less than 
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build or transport their products or services. There are 
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pand, but only had enough workforce for two,” said 
the mayor.

#�	��
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 asked what the City of Toledo 
was planning to do for youth who need recreation ac-
tivities.

“We currently have a basketball program that meets 
on Fridays between 8:00 p.m. and 1:00 a.m. We don’t 
do a good job of publicizing what we do well in the 
City of Toledo, but we do need more positive options. 
I promise by the time the weather breaks this spring, 
we will have new ideas for youth in the recreation 
area,” Kapszukiewicz said.

Event co-organizer Keith Mitchell delivered clos-
ing remarks and words of gratitude to the Mayor for 
participating in the open discussion. “I want to thank 
the mayor for coming today. I also want to encour-
age more events like this in the future. I know Paul, 
Fletcher {Fletcher Word, the third organizer] and I 
would love to see more events like this in the city.”
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