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Ashford In Class

Rep. Ashford Visits with Bowling Green State 
University Class

State Rep. Michael Ashford (D-Toledo) last month visited a Bowling 
Green State University (BGSU) class of future teachers who are learning 
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pact millions of Ohioans across the state who utilize short-term loans.

“I really enjoyed engaging with these future educators about the impor-
tance of consumer protections in the payday lending industry and showing 
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their future students,” said Ashford. “I hope that this conversation empha-
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crucial to have protections.”

Rep. Ashford Announces New Faurecia 
Interior Systems Facility in Toledo

COLUMBUS—State Rep. Michael Ashford (D-Toledo) today announced 
a plan for Faurecia Interior Systems Saline, LLC to build a new facility in 
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economy and provide more opportunities for our communities.”

Faurecia Interior Systems manufacturers automotive parts. The Ohio Tax 
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Tax Credit for this project.
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DIXIE
DIXIE CARS DIV. DIXIE AUTO LEASING INC

OFF LEASE - 4 DOOR SEDANS

419-476-8678

$2,500
THIRTY DAY WARRANTY

5876 N. DETROIT AVE.     TOLEDO, OHIO 43612

City Council Grapples with Neighborhood 
Agency Funding Decisions
By Fletcher Word

Sojourner’s Truth Editor

Toledo City Council turned down a fund-
ing request for two social service agencies last 
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Partners Announce Project to Combat 
Infant Mortality in Toledo Neighborhoods 
Ohio Department of Health Invests $850,000 
in Healthy Lucas County Project 

The Ohio Department of Health is investing $850,000 in a Healthy 
Lucas County project to combat infant mortality in Toledo’s central 
city area neighborhoods that includes working with residents to deter-
mine what they need to improve health and well-being, the partners an-
nounced while marking September as National Infant Mortality Aware-
ness Month.  

The project also involves recruiting 150 pregnant women who live 
in seven census tracts in the 43604, 43608, 43609, 43611 and 43620 
ZIP codes into home-visiting programs to support women in delivering 
healthy babies. These women also are eligible for rental assistance for 
up to 12 months and up to $500 for transportation, car care and utilities. 

The grant funding is part of a nearly $40 million investment in Ohio’s 
2018-19 budget to address infant mortality statewide. The Healthy Lu-
cas County project was one of three chosen for the Ohio Department of 
Health’s Infant Vitality Community Intensive Pilot Project. 

“The most effective infant mortality reduction strategies are imple-
mented at the local level,” said Sandra Oxley, Chief of Maternal, Child 
and Family Health at the Ohio Department of Health. “Working with 
local partners to identify evidence-based strategies provides the greatest 
opportunity to impact the community.” 

The grant was awarded to the Hospital Council of Northwest Ohio, 
which coordinates the project and the Healthy Lucas County coalition of 
community health improvement organizations. Key partners in the proj-
ect include Mercy Health, Neighborhood Health Association, ProMedi-

... continued on page 7

ca, Toledo-Lucas County Health Department, their home-visiting programs 
and the Northwest Ohio Pathways HUB care coordination system. 

As part of the project, four AmeriCorps service members are being hired 
to help work with central city area residents to determine what they need to 
improve health and well-being. Project partners also are inviting key orga-
nizational and resident leaders to take part in collaborative decision mak-
ing by serving on Healthy Lucas County’s Neighbor Advisory Council.  

“We really want to understand what these neighborhoods need to thrive, 
and that starts by getting input from our neighbors and truly listening to 
their concerns and suggestions,” said Selena Coley, project coordinator at 
the Hospital Council of Northwest Ohio’s Northwest Ohio Pathways HUB. 

In 2016, the infant mortality rate for African American babies in Lucas 
County was 14.2 per 1,000 live births, nearly three times as high as the 
infant mortality rate for white Lucas County babies at 5.0 per 1,000 live 
births, according to Ohio Department of Health statistics. 

The Healthy Lucas County project enhances existing efforts by home-
visiting programs to reduce preterm birth rates and low birth weight rates 
in the seven census tracts, which were chosen after Lucas County data 
related to infant mortality was assessed. More than half of the 11,372 
residents in these census tracts are African American, and 78 percent of 
female residents are living below 200 percent of the Federal Poverty Lev-
el, according to the U.S. Census Bureau. 

The area in the map below indicates the location of the project’s seven 
Lucas County census tracts in Toledo: 22, 23, 27, 28, 29, 30 and 103.

Medicare, Explained
By Erin Thompson, Social Security Public Affairs Specialist in Toledo, OH

Guest Column

 Social Security and Medicare have a few things in common. Both 
programs help safeguard millions of Americans as well as improve 
the quality of life for our family and friends. Although both programs 
are household names, many people may not be familiar with the de-
tails of Medicare. 

Medicare is our country’s health insurance program for people age 
65 or older. The program helps with the cost of health care, but it 
doesn’t cover all medical expenses or the cost of most long-term care. 
You have choices for how you get Medicare coverage. If you choose 
to have original Medicare coverage, you can buy a Medicare supple-
ment policy (called Medigap) from a private insurance company to 
cover some of the costs that Medicare does not.

Medicare has four parts: 
• Medicare Part A (hospital insurance) helps pay for inpatient 

care in a hospital or skilled nursing facility (following a hospital 
stay). Part A also pays for some home health care and hospice care. 

• Medicare Part B (medical insurance) helps pay for services from 
doctors and other health care providers, outpatient care, home health 
care, durable medical equipment, and some preventive services. 

• Medicare Part C (Medicare Advantage) includes all benefits and 
services covered under Part A and Part B. Some plans include Medi-
care prescription drug coverage (Medicare Part D) and other extra 
benefits and services. 

• Medicare Part D (Medicare prescription drug coverage) helps 
cover the cost of prescription drugs. Some people with limited re-
sources and income may also be able to get Extra Help with the 
costs—monthly premiums, annual deductibles, and prescription co-
payments—related to a Medicare prescription drug plan. The Extra 
Help is estimated to be worth about $4,900 per year. You must meet 
the resources and income requirement.

Medicare’s different parts are further explained in our publication 
at www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/EN-05-10043.pdf. If you can’t afford 
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KeyBank Mortgage is a division of KeyBank National Association. All credit, loan, and leasing products subject to credit approval. Key.com is a 
federally registered service mark of KeyCorp. ©2015 KeyCorp. 
KeyBank is Member FDIC.  ADL8306  151005-13338

KeyBank Mortgage® offers affordable home loan solutions. We 
take the time to find the right mortgage at the right price that will 
meet your specific needs:
•  Purchase and refinance mortgage options

•  Conventional, FHA, VA, USDA and Portfolio mortgage
programs available

•  Low-down-payment loan programs

Go to key.com/mortgage or call 419-469-1610 for a 
consultation with a KeyBank Mortgage Advisor.

We make  owning a 
home easier.
Visit any KeyBank branch to get the 
answers you need.

A Mental Health Moment
By Bernadette Joy Graham, MA, LPC, NCC
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It is the beginning of the school year and re-
gardless of your children’s ages or grades, there 
are many things that parents and/or guardians 
must communicate for children to learn to be 
safe, healthy, successful, determined and moti-
vated and most of all full of hope.  

They have their whole lives ahead of them 
but someone, somebody, must instill words of 
wisdom and be able to successfully communi-
cate for their own success and future as they 
grown into adulthood.  As a clinical therapist 
I have raised two boys as a single mother, but 

Bernadette Joy Graham

Health Section • Health Section • Health Section • Health Section • Health Section • Health Section • Health Section • Health Section 

to communicate words of wisdom towards their 
own future success.  As I see it, who would not 
want their own children to be successful?  But 
it begins with communication.  

I understand there is a plethora of family is-
sues surrounding custody and “baby daddies 
and baby mommas” which were not always 
positive, but we can often forget the most im-
portant common denominator in the relation-
ships is our CHILDREN.  

Being a single parent is not easy. Often em-

only working to pay 
for the cost of day-
care.  We can become 
depressed, isolated, 
angry and often lose 
hope.  

Counseling is a 
great way for single 
mothers and couples 
to regroup and figure 
out their best strategy 
for their unique situa-
tion.  Whatever your 
situation is please 
take a mental health 
moment and think 
about the things you 
are communicating 
to your children or 
grandchildren, foster 
children, any children 
because it goes a long 
way.  

My oldest son Aaron 
is a junior at Towson 
University in Mary-
land.  I have spoken 
openly to him all his 
life.  While we lived 
in the Washington DC 
area we visited the 
gay pride festival, he 
asked me many ques-
tions and I answered 
them point blank.  I 
felt no problem in 
assisting him in un-
derstanding why two 
men or women were 
kissing and holding 
hands.  I taught him 
not to judge and to fo-
cus on his own needs 
and wants because no-
body else’s business 
would do him no good 

I have never held back on the communication key.  My children are 12 
years apart but that never made a difference.  

Fortunately, they had fathers – although different – who were willing 

ployers see women who seek work as weak when they will want or 
need time off for doctors’ appointments, teacher meetings, etc. but un-
less we work, the bills are unpaid and often the math equation between 
working and the cost of day care is daunting. Many of us feel we are 

Aaron Milan Graham

...continued on page 10
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Christmas Planning Has Started at The 
Salvation Army

Fall has just begun but The Salvation Army is getting ready for 
Christmas. In October, The Salvation Army will be accepting applica-
tions for Christmas assistance from Lucas County residents. Applica-
tions will be accepted at The Salvation Army at 620 N. Erie St., To-
ledo, OH 43604 on Oct. 9-12, 22, and 24-26 from 9 to 11 a.m. and 1 to 
3 p.m. and on Oct. 23 from 1 to 6 p.m. Those who apply and meet the 
requirements will receive holiday assistance right before Christmas, 
which includes a gift card for food and toys for all children under the 
age of 14. 

The following documentation is required for all applications:

1. Picture ID for all adults in the household;

2. Proof of income for the household, current within the past 30 days 
(Note: everyone living under the same roof in a single family home is 
considered a household member) such as a pay stub, unemployment 
or SS/SSI/SSD printout;

3. Proof of address with the applicant’s name, address and dated 
within the past 30 days, such as a utility bill or mail received in the 
past 30 days;

4. Birth certificates for each child in the household or one of the fol-
lowing that must include a birthdate: official school records, printout 
from Social Security or income tax return from 2017; and

5. Custody papers if child is not your birth child.

Wood County residents can apply for Christmas assistance at The 
Salvation Army Building in Bowling Green, 1045 N. Main St., Suite 
8. Applications are accepted Monday-Friday from 9 to 11 a.m. and 1 
to 3 p.m. from Oct. 1 through Nov. 30. Ottawa County residents can 
get an application from Jobs and Family Services in Ottawa County, 

all Ottawa County Public Libraries or The Salvation Army in Port 
Clinton, 1834 E. Perry St. Applications can be turned in at the same 
locations where they are distributed and will be available starting Oct. 
1 and must be returned by Dec. 1. 

In 2017 The Salvation Army accepted 2,853 applications throughout 
Northwest Ohio, which assisted 10,114 individuals, 6,112 of whom 
were children. The Salvation Army has a few programs that collect 
donations for families receiving assistance during the holidays. One 
of these programs is Adopt-a-Family in which an organization, group, 
family or individual signs up to provide a family with a holiday meal 
and 3-4 toys per child. One of the largest supporters of the Toledo 
Adopt-a-Family program is The University of Toledo. For the last few 
years the UT Division of Student Affairs organizes members on cam-
pus to adopt families, which last year benefited 70 families in the 
community. 

“The campus rallies around the Adopt-a-Family program as a way 
we can give back and ensure families in our community can enjoy the 
holidays,” UT Vice President for Student Affairs Dr. Phillip “Flapp” 
Cockrell said. “The University of Toledo is proud to be this city’s 
university and the positive impact we can have on our community. 
We appreciate this partnership with The Salvation Army that provides 
such a great opportunity to serve.”

 
There are plenty of opportunities to get involved during the holi-

days with The Salvation Army. If you would like more information or 
want to sign up to Adopt-a-Family program, contact Dr. Tonia Pace 
at AdoptaFamily@use.salvationarmy.org. For additional ways to sup-
port The Salvation Army during the holidays or throughout the year, 
contact and follow them on Facebook at facebook.com/TheSalvation-
ArmyNorthwestOhio.

City Council... continued from page 5

Grant monies from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment and passed $36,609 of that amount on to the Grace Community 
Center. Big Brothers Big Sisters did not receive any CDBG funds this 
year.

Big Brothers Big Sisters had requested the funds to replace monies 
from other sources, such as the federal government, that have started to 
dry up in recent years, bringing the agency to a crisis point soon. The $75 
that was requested would enable the agency to avoid laying off several 
critical staff persons and ending its “I Am Somebody, I Count” program. 
That program works with as many as 80 youth per year in what Executive 
Director Johnny Mickler terms a leadership development training pro-
gram – preparing high school-aged students for college and careers. The 
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inform and instruct and helps the youth obtain scholarships.

The three-year-old program began by working with students at Scott 
and Bowsher high schools, but has had to drop Scott as funds have dried 
up. Unless there is an infusion of money, the program will end at the start 
of the New Year, said Mickler.

In addition to Harper and Sykes, Council members Tyrone Riley, Cece-
lia Adams, PhD, and Peter Ujvagi voted in favor of funding for the two 
agencies last week. Council members Matt Cherry, Nick Komives, Sandy 
Spang, Gary Johnson, Rob Ludeman, Tom Waniewski and Chris Delaney 
were opposed.

Soon up for City Council – a request from developer Bruce Douglas 
seeking forgiveness for a $500,000 loan so he can sell his 52-unit Up-
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abatement the owner received.
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We Are Not Yet Equal: Understanding Our Ra-
cial Divide by Carol Anderson with Tonya 
Bolden, foreword by Nic Stone
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

The Truth Contributor

Your blood is red.
You were born with the same number of 

bones, ears, and appendages as everybody else 
and your requirements are food, air, water, 
shelter and love. Indeed, you’re just like other 
humans – but as you’ll see in the new book We 
Are Not Yet Equal by Carol Anderson with 
Tonya Bolden, you may’ve been set apart.

We are all the same. Or, at least that’s what you’ve been told and you 
know that’s right, despite that racism is alive and (un)well in America. 

It comes, say Anderson and Bolden, from “white rage” driven by “black 
advancement” that “wreaks havoc subtly, almost imperceptibly.” It’s often 
silent, in other words, and it’s been around awhile: our third president ap-
proved the idea of shipping black people away and out of the U.S., but 
Anderson and Bolden start with the Civil War. 

At the very beginning of the War, Lincoln held a meeting with several in-
���	���������������$�	
��	���������������������������2�����������3����J�����
America. He seemed to believe that if they did, there would no longer be 
a war. That, of course, didn’t happen and there was a war. At the end of it, 
the Thirteenth Amendment was introduced to seemingly abolish slavery. 

Or not quite: Plantation overseers and landowners in Southern states dis-
covered ways to keep newly-freed blacks enslaved with the sharecropper 
system and jails to ensure that newly-gained rights were lost, sometimes 

c. 2018
Bloomsbury

$19.99 / $25.99 Canada
270 pages

Author Carol Anderson, courtesy David 
Wetty, Cloud Prime Photography 

for good. Many Southern 
states passed laws that 
further held black peo-
ple from getting ahead, 
economically, politically, 
emotionally, and educa-
tionally, even though le-
gal and constitutional ef-
forts were made to squash 
those states’ efforts. Ev-
ery time there was prog-
ress, it was thwarted in 
some way.

And so it continues.
Though the Constitu-

tion guarantees equality, 
say the authors, white 
rage still affects the day-
to-day existence of most 
African Americans today, 
in that “black achieve-
ment” continues to be 
seen as threatening. 

“We know the conse-
quences” of it, say An-
derson and Bolden. So 
are we bold enough to choose a “different future” instead?

As an “adaptation” of an adult book entitled White Rage, We Are Not 
Yet Equal is supposed to be a book for young adults. That’s close – but not 
quite.

There’s still a lot to absorb inside this book that alterations didn’t change. 
Author Carol Anderson (with Tonya Bolden) didn’t pander to a younger 
�����	����	�������	�����
����������������P��	
�����������������%���������
-
tory into a narrative that still seems more like something an adult might 
easier grasp. Younger “young adults” – those who are twelve to perhaps 
������	�{�
���������	����������������������
��������	����
����#���5
��	
���P�
older teens may not have any trouble, but if they can handle this book, why 
not give them the original?

To the good, We Are Not Yet Equal �
�������#��������
��������5
���
���-
ing and real, hidden and little-known, and it’s absolutely compelling – for 
an adult. Give it to a teen who’s not ready for it yet, though, and it might 
make them see red.
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Call to place your ad
419-243-0007

www.TheTruthToledo.com

NORTHGATE APARTMENTS

610 Stickney Avenue 
Toledo, Ohio 43604

*Now Accepting Applications for 1 and 
2 Bedroom Apartment Homes*

Senior Community for persons 55 years and 
older. Rent is based on income. Our Activity and 
Service Coordinators are on site. Heat included. 
Chauffeured transportation to nearby shopping 
and banks available. 

EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY/EQUAL 

OPPORTUNITY 
EMPLOYER

 

 

 

AWESOME PANAMA TRIP

AWESOME Panama Trip

Panama City, Panama

The most cosmopolitan capital in Central 

America

6 days, 5 nights

May 2-7, 2019

Included: Tours, Breakfast and more, 

$695 land ppd

Powell & White Elegant Tours

Call 419-536-1519 or 248-890-8345 cell

Ophelia Powell

Notice to Bidders: Inquiry # FY19-20, 

(Project # 5012-18-1852) for Glendale 

Medical East Renovations, Phase 3 for the 

University of Toledo Health Science Cam-

pus. Sealed bids for this project must be 

clearly marked with the project number on 

all inner and outer envelopes and/or ship-

ping containers.  Bids must be addressed 

and delivered to the University of Toledo, 

Main Campus, Facilities and Construc-

tion, Plant Operations Room 1100, 2925 

E. Rocket Drive, MS 216, Toledo, Ohio 

43606 before 2:00 p.m., Tuesday, Octo-

ber 23, 2018 Bids will be publicly opened 

that same day at 2:05 p.m. in the Plant Op-

erations Building, Room 1000. Copies of 

Plans, Specifications, and Bid Forms may 

be obtained from Becker Impressions, 4646 

Angola Rd., Toledo, Ohio 43615. Call 419-

385-5303 for an appointment to pick up bid 

package. A cost of $300.00 will be charged 

per set. Any further information may be 

obtained from Bob Siebenaller of SSOE 

Group at 419-255-3830. One Pre-Bid Con-

ference will be held on Tuesday, October 

16, 2018 at 10:00 a.m. in the Health Edu-

cation Building, Room 227, at the Universi-

ty of Toledo, Health Science Campus, 3000 

Arlington Avenue, Toledo, Ohio 43614.   

Total Bid Guaranty and Contract Bond are 

required per section 153.54 of the Ohio 

Revised Code. EDGE Participation Goal: 

15%. Project Estimate: $3,592,000.00; 

Breakdown: General: $1,495,000.00; 

Plumbing: $547,000.00; Fire Protection: 

$56,000.00; HVAC: $804,000.00 and Elec-

trical: $690,000.00.

APPLICANTS FOR BOARD AND 
COMMISSIONS

Toledo Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz is seeking 
interested applicants for the following board 
and commissions:
• Toledo Sister Cities International. There are 
two vacancies on the board. The city is seeking 
��������	� ���� �� ��������� 
�� ������� ����-
ground or interest.
• Joe E. Brown Park Board. The administra-
tion is seeking four people to create this board. 
Residents living near the park should apply.
• Savage Park Board. The administration is 
seeking one person to sit on this board. Resi-
dents living near the park should apply.

Anyone interested should submit a letter of in-
terest and a resume to mayor@toledo.oh.gov.

. 

TOLEDO LEGAL AID SOCIETY 

TLAS Fellowship Program is hiring up 

to four attorneys in Lucas County, Ohio.  

Successful candidates must be licensed 

with the Ohio Supreme Court.  In ad-

dition, graduates from an accredited 

college of law who are awaiting Ohio bar 

results will be considered for the fellow-

ship program.  Please see http://www.

nlada.org/node/20021 for a more de-

tailed description. Email cover letter and 

resume by October 12, 2018 to: Toledo-

LegalAidSociety@Yahoo.com

. 

RENT SPECIALS

3 Bedroom Home, 2258 Whitney

2 Story, 1.5 Bath, Cozy

2 Bedroom Apartment, 2018 Glenwood

Spacious, 1800 sq. ft

No Credit, Bad Credit OK, S8 Welcome

Call 419-865-7787

. 

SPECIAL NOTICE

RE: Examinations for Journeyman 
Wireman

Applications for the Journeyman Inside 
Wireman test will be accepted October 1-5, 
2018 at the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers Local 8, 807 Lime City 
Road, Rossford, Ohio between 9:00 a.m. 
and 3:00 p.m. The qualifications to be eli-
gible for this examination are:

1. Must be 18 years of age or over,
2. Must live in the jurisdiction of Local 8 for 
one year prior to application.
3. Must have proof of 4 years employment 
in the commercial/industrial electrical con-
struction industry.

. 

SNOW PLOW OPERATORS WITH 
VEHICLES

The City of Toledo, Streets, Bridges, & Har-
bor Division is interested in contracting with 
owners/operators of snow plow vehicles for 
plowing on residential streets during heavy 
snow conditions. All bids must be received 
by 1:30 PM October 16h, 2018, for a copy 
of the bid proposals and specifications visit 
https://www.planetbids.com/portal/portal.
cfm?CompanyID=22576
or contact:

STREETS, BRIDGES, & HARBOR
1189 W. Central Ave. Toledo, Ohio 43610
PHONE: 419-245-1589

MANAGER OF COMMUNICATIONS
LUCAS COUNTY

The Mental Health & Recovery Services 
Board of Lucas County is accepting appli-
cations to fill the position Manager of Com-
munications until position is filled.  Additional 
information regarding the duties is available 
on the Lucas County web site (www.co.lucas.
oh.us).  Click on “Apply for a Job” and then 
select “Manager of Communications” from 
the list to read more or apply.  

An Equal Opportunity Employer

. 
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Harvey Savage Jr.

... continued on page 11

Sundresses and Big Hats Party Day
Sundresses and Big Hats Day Party Fundraiser was held on Saturday, Au-

gust 25, 2018 at the Manhattan’s Restaurant 1516 Adams Street. The event 
#�
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�������N�		�����7�����&���J���������������EE7��

It was a nice sunny afternoon and the guests was able to utilize the out-
door patio and entire indoor venue. The main room was decorated with white 
lights from the ceiling and beautiful white tablecloths on each table.
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