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Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur

“I’m really excited to have this kind of
facility in our community that is designed to
serve absolutely everybody.” Doni Miller,
Neighborhood Health Association CEO

Micheal Alexander, Jane Moore, Bishop Robert Culp, Suzette Cowell, Doni

Miller; Ray Wood Photo Courtesy Albert Earl

“‘Our national NAACP theme this year is ‘Our Lives Matter, Our Votes
Count.’ Emphasizing that our lives matter, not more than any others, but
just as much as others and when we vote those votes absolutely count and
can make the difference.”” — Ray Wood, NAACP Toledo Branch President
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When Shaken to the Core

By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, D.Min.
The Truth Contributor

I write for those women who do not speak, for those who do not have a voice
because they were so terrified, because we are taught to respect fear more
than ourselves. We’ve been taught that silence would save us, but it won't.

From: Sexual Assault: A Violation of God’s Body by Rev. Linda Thomas, PhD

This has been a difficult week for me. I noticed a distinct change in my mood
after the presidential debate. I knew that something was very wrong with what I
witnessed. I knew it intellectually and the clearest signal that something was ex-
traordinarily out of alignment was when my body began to “speak.” Memories
flooded my mind.

I have been ordained for 35 years and in that time, whether it was during the
time I worked with youth, single young adults, or married women, the fact is that
assault — sexual, verbal, physical, emotional — was a significant part of a narrative
I heard and responded to pastorally. It was also a narrative to which I could speak
personally.

So, when I heard my friend Michelle Obama say, “(This has) shaken me to my
core in a way that I couldn’t have predicted,” during her impassioned speech, I felt
a congruence with that statement. Michelle said what I knew but did not yet have
words for.

Something within me asked, “Who will speak to what has happened from a per-
spective of faith?”

When it comes to asking that sort of question, like Moses, I did not and do not
want to speak to “this” issue of sexual assault but I feel called to say a FEW words,
as much as my introvert self would like to eschew that responsibility. Pain compels
me to speak.

First, people of faith — whether rostered or lay — need to be culturally competent
around issues of sexual assault. Sexual assault breeds a culture that normalizes

Community Calendar

October 26
The Blade Fall Job & Education Fair: 10 am to 3 pm; Parkway Place; Nearly
50 employers on hand: 419-727-7429

October 29

Calvary MBC 87th Church Anniversary: Gospel musical; 6 pm

Healthy Relationships Conference: Zablocki Center; 11 am to 3 pm; Parents
encouraged to attend and bring children ages 10-15; Offices represented —
Health Department, UT College of Education, LC Prosecutors, Toledo Youth
Commission: 419-245-3334

Garden of Prayer Church “Angels Night:” Games, food, candy; Come in or
out of costume; Children up to 14 years old

Phillips Temple CME Kingdom Festival: 2 to 4 pm; Free gently used items
giveaway and Trunk or Treat

October 30

Calvary MBC 87th Church Anniversary: NWA Moderator Elect B. Lamont
Monford of Phillippians MBC of Lima; 4 pm

Indiana Avenue MBC Fall Harvest Trunk or Treat: Ages 3 to 12; 4 to 6 pm;
Horse rides, carnival games, face painting, food and fun

Braden UMC All Saints Harvest Festival: 5 to 8 pm; Games, activities, candy,
dinner; Children in costumes welcome: 419-386-2700

St. Martin de Porres: Social justice principles for Catholic social teachings
regarding responsibility to vote; Deacon Alfredo Diaz and “People on the
Margin;” 10:30 am

Indiana Avenue MBC Trunk or Treat Festival: “Jesus Is The Way;” 4 to 6 pm;
Children ages 3 to 12; Horseback rides, carnival games, face painting, the
Toledo Zoo, Chuck E Cheese and more

November 3

Kwanzaa Park Neighbors Meeting: 6 pm; The Padua Center; Featured
speaker Anthony Pattin, PhD and students of UT Pharmacy Department: 419-
241-6465

November 8
Election Day!

- Audre Lorde

i

women being objectified, demeaned, and unsafe at the pleasure of men. It is a vio-
lation beyond imagination that ruptures if not shatters a woman’s body and spirit.

Depending on the person’s constitution and the power dynamics between the
victim and the abuser, one may be forced to cut off a part of herself or himself in
order to function. This is much more than splitting oneself. It is a survival mecha-
nism that numbs one’s spirit and may interfere and/or block one’s potential. In
sum, sexual assault as well as other assaults is similar to cutting off a part of one’s
being while that person still has to function, but with a sense of loss that deadens
emotional nerves. Needless to say, it can also dramatically inhibit or damage some-
one’s ability to enjoy the good gifts of sexuality as God’s good creation.

Because “good people often minimize these experiences” one learns to sup-
press feelings which, in turn, often causes an ongoing disorienting trauma; yet, the
victim must press on with day-to-day living. So, when Trump’s words from the
Howard Stern tape as well as the “Access Hollywood” video were played repeat-
edly for many women, children, and men [or people who may or may not identify
with these identities], may have felt something that had been dormant begin to stir
within. I wrote elsewhere, “What the mind forgets, the body remembers,” and for
many those memories stored in the deep freezer of our bodies begins to thaw.

... continued on page 4
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available for you.
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2920 West Central Ave. | Toledo
419-537-9312
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Community Leaders Stand Up For Gerken

Sojourner’s Truth Staff

A number of community leaders gathered at Ruby’s Kitchen on Reynolds
Road on Wednesday, October 19, to express their support for the re-election
of Lucas County Commissioner Pete Gerken. Gerken, a Democrat, is running
for his fourth term. His opponent is former Toledo Mayor Mike Bell, a Repub-
lican.

Baldemar Velasquez, the founder of the Farm Laborers Organizing Commit-
tee (FLOC), explained that he is a long-time friend of the candidate and has
been impressed over the years with the commissioner’s commitment to the
local community. “Pete’s involvement in the community is unsurpassed,” said
Velasquez.

Rev. Randall Parker III, pastor of Canaan Manifested Word Church and a
former candidate for the Toledo Board of Education, spoke of the counsel he
received from Gerken during his campaign and how he became aware of how
much Gerken “cares for people.” Gerken, Parker said, “is consistent in every-
thing he does; people in our neighborhood honor and respect all he does.”

Rev. D.L. Perryman, pastor of Center of Hope Community Baptist Church,
said of Gerken — “he makes things happen, he has been phenomenal in setting
an agenda for the central city.” Perryman noted that Gerken, and his fellow
commissioners Tina Skeldon Wozniak and Carol Contrada, had ensured that
Lucas County projects, such as the construction phase of the Huntington Cen-
ter, included a sizable commitment to minority inclusion.

Ruby Butler, owner of Ruby’s Kitchen, also spoke of her support for the
commissioner whom she has known for over 30 years. Butler, a former auto
worker, retired from the factory to become an entrepreneur. She praised Gerken
for the support he has extended to small businesses during his term in office.

Ruby Butler, Karen Mayfield, Rev. DL Perryman, Rev. Randall Parker Ill,
Baldemar Velasquez, Pete Gerken

Perryman... continued from page 3

That’s what happened to me, and it became worse as the week progressed. I was
a wreck—not being able to focus or process clearly, having my sleep interrupted.
Sometimes I would just contemplate in utter disbelief of what Donald Trump’s
words unleashed in our public discourse. It was evil and vile. I wanted to close my
daughter’s ears as well as my own. I was angry, absolutely livid-the one emotion
that my superego keeps “under control” lest people experience me as an “angry
black woman” and call the police, which as we all know can result in my being put
in jail, or shot.

Intersectionality creeps in and I don’t know which one to process. All I know is
that I cannot get angry, but God damn it (and I mean that quite literally and in full
awareness of the theological implications) I am outraged, because sexual assault is
violating God’s body and that’s what Donald Trump did and boasted about. God
help this man, yes, this child of God who in my mind has no functioning superego

<
True Vine M. B. Church

Outreach Program
STNA (STATE TESTED NURSES ASSISTANT)

NEXT CLASS IS NOVEMBER 28

BE
EMPOWERED!

= Age 18 and Up

= Must have valid photo identification and Social Security Number
= Fees must be paid as required

= Attendance is required to complete classes for STATE TESTING
Contact the follow resources. You may be eligible for sponsorship.

= Jeff Smith - Pathway to Healthcare
= Ms. Hauffman Employment Readiness Training 419-242-7304 ext. 7030

= Rachel Rodriguez —Youth Enhancement Services (Ages 16-24) 419-720-1703

zepfeenter.org

Partnering with In Up Out LLC.

First Aid and CPR Classes Included

Contact Us @ 419-726-8148
“IN UP AND OUT”

True Vine Missionary Baptist Church
739 Russell Street
Toledo, OH 43608
(419) 726-8148

REV. CECIL JEROME GRAHAM, PASTOR

and is mostly id gone wild. Even with all of this craziness, I return to the promises
of my faith, “God cannot be trumped.” I, along with others, may flourish given
time and safe space.

‘What are ministerial leaders called to do in such a time as this?

First we need to listen to Narratives, understanding the macro-narratives that
are dominant in our culture and society because of power. Check in with your-
self—what is your narrative? Do you hold a story that someone told you about
being sexually or otherwise assaulted? Did you witness the violation of a loved
one as a child? (I did).

Second, — notice what'’s going on around you. Most importantly, read the
emotional landscape. That is, read the culture to which you are most closely con-
nected at home, at church, at work, in your daily comings and goings.

Third, consider being involved in Congregationally Based Community Orga-
nizing that deals with deeply embedded layers that support racism, sexism, clas-
sism and are lodged in institutions that are patriarchal and often fully misogynis-
tic.

‘We witnessed a candidate for the presidency of the United States of America on
a public stage attempt to humiliate the first woman nominated for the presidency of
the US. We also witnessed this woman have to answer for her husband’s behavior,
be called “the devil,” be threatened to be imprisoned, and be told that she should be
ashamed of herself for her actions towards three women who committed adultery
with her husband. This was shameless and, yes, it was the assault of a woman on
a global stage.

Things will change when we organize. Don’t think that Donald Trump’s be-
havior is normative — call it out for what it is. But recognize too that, while it
might not be normal, it does reflect deeply embedded patterns of patriarchy and
systems in our country. As Lutheran theologian Robert Saler puts it, “He is the
lump that signals the cancer in the body politic that the collective mind of that
body would prefer to deny.” Support women who are telling their stories from 35
years ago. Offer them the gift of listening and think of ways you can join others
to serve the interests of the vulnerable.

Finally, know that forgiveness is the last step.

Yes, that is what I said.

Let yourself and help others to work through feelings. Give yourself and oth-
ers the space to get through actions that occurred decades ago. And know that
intersectionality “complexifies” things for women of color who are the descen-
dants of enslaved people, or historically dominated people as well as marginal-
ized folks who do not identity with their birth-gender. These children of God are
violated often and brutally. Support people in getting help for themselves and,
most importantly, be loving toward yourself and those with rekindled painful
memories. Presence is sometimes more important than offering words that may
be more harmful than helpful.

Linda E. Thomas studies, researches, writes, speaks and teaches about the
intersection and mutual influence of culture and religion. An ordained Methodist
pastor for 35 years with a Ph.D. in Anthropology from The American University
in Washington D.C.

Contact Rev. Donald Perryman, D .Min, at drdlperryman@centerofhopebap-
nst.org
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Neighborhood Health
Association Nexus
Ribbon Cutting
Ceremony

Sojourner’s Truth Staff

Neighborhood Health Association held a ribbon-cutting ceremony on
Tuesday, October 18, and officially opened Nexus Health Care at the
corner of Jefferson and 14th streets in Toledo’s UpTown neighborhood.
A variety of local officials joined the NHA board members and CEO
Doni Miller to dedicate the new 43,000 square-foot facility.

Board member Cheryl Wilson served as mistress of ceremonies and
remarks were offered by U.S. Representative Marcy Kaptur; Toledo
Mayor Paula Hicks-Hudson; Luann Cooke, a representative from Ohio
Gov. John Kasich’s office; Ann Longsworth-Orr, a representative from
U.S. Sen. Sherrod Brown’s office; Randy Runyon, president of the Ohio
Association of Community Health Centers and Clifford Brown, who
spoke about the dedication of the Harry Brown, Sr. After Hours Clinic.

...continued on page 10

David Fleetwood, Doni Miller; Richard Mitchell, Councilman Larry Sykes

Toledo NAACP
Freedom Fund
Banquet Celebrating
101 Years of Service

By Tricia Hall

Sojourner Truth’s Reporter

The NAACP Toledo Branch celebrated 101 years of service to the
community at the annual Freedom Fund Banquet as over 400 members
and supporters joined the festivities on Saturday, October 22 at Strana-
han Great Hall.

“As we celebrate yet another anniversary of our Freedom Fund Din-
ner, we humbly and gratefully thank you for your encouragement and
support. 2016 has been busy and eventful in Toledo and across the na-
tion. Our national NAACP theme this year is “Our Lives Matter, Our
Votes Count,” said Ray Wood, president of the Toledo NAACP chapter.
“Emphasizing that our lives matter, not more than any others, but just as

... continued on page 12

Council Members Tyrone Riley and
Cecelia Adams, Ph.D

Honorable Mayor Paula Hicks
Hudson and Doni Miller

i Waite High School

Young Men of
Excellence

Ray Wood and Chef Jeff
Henderson

Toledo Clerk of Court Vallie

Bowman English, Council

Members Theresa Gabriel
and Yvonne Harper

Toledo NAACP ACT SO

Foin Y/

Every Sundays at 5:30 p.m.

Let's FELLOWSHIP together - Acts 2:42

Dn. John W. Willliarma,, Pasfor,

DIXIE

DIXIE CARS DIV, DIXIE AUTO LEASING INC
5876 N. DETROIT AVE.  TOLEDO, OHIO 43612

419-476-8678

OFF LEASE - 4 DOOR SEDANS

$2,500

THIRTY DAY WARRANTY
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Fashion & Fros: Black Hair Matters

By Megan Davis
The Truth Contributor

In August of 2011, A Toledo Central Catholic High School Senior was in the
registration line when she was pulled away because of her hairstyle. She was
informed that her Sisterlocks, a hairlocking system that creates miniature indi-
vidual locks that resemble loose strands of hair, was not only unacceptable, but
that it was also against the school dress code and appearance policy.

The policy read: “For general hairstyles: dreadlocks or “twisty” hairstyles are
not acceptable. Hair carvings are not permitted. Hair color is to be of one of the
original colors. No hairstyle is to call attention to itself. Spikes and Mohawks
are strictly forbidden. No exaggerated hairstyles. The AP/Dean will make the
final ruling on hairstyles and colors. Further along, for Gentlemen it read: 6)
Hair is to be neat, clean, properly combed, does not extend beyond the bottom
of the collar or in some way obscures a student’s face. (No dreadlocks).”

Once people received word of this taking place, through Facebook, they ral-
lied behind the student and her family. A protest was organized and people
wrote into to the school to express their disagreement with the policy. After
these events occurred, the policy was changed slightly, and the student was
permitted to keep her hairstyle. She attended the school and also graduated at
the top of her class. In other policies that have been shared on various media
outlets, the language also has read that “Afros, twisties, braids and beads” are
all unacceptable hairstyles in schools.

Earlier this fall, the 11th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruled against a lawsuit
filed by the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission against a company
in Mobile, Alabama that refused to hire someone because of his “dreadlocks.”
While the EEOC argued that this ruling was against the Civil Rights Act of
1964 Title VII citing dreadlocks as a “racial characteristic”, the court rebutted
with the argument that a hairstyle can be changed, but skin color cannot.

This is an argument that seems to be unsupported because it is most often spe-
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cific to African Americans. While Caucasians [775
may wear dreadlocks, the cases of the hairstyle
being banned or inappropriate for school, work
and in some cases, leisure, typically pertain to
African Americans.

This argument is on-the-other-hand silenced
with regard to gender equality and same-sex |
marriage. The Civil Rights Act of 1964 gets
thrown into this social battle, even though indi-
viduals can choose their partners and now can
change their gender. If the court can uphold a
decision for people who make those choices,
then people who choose to wear locks as their
hairstyle should also be given the same rights. This is not an act or statement
against the equality movement, just like Black Lives Matter is not against po-
lice.

Indirect racism has been taking place in schools and workplaces for many
years, and it doesn’t get the same response from people as the overt racism be-
ing imposed on African Americans by police and politicians.

Bans on hairstyles most often worn by African Americans has become more
of an obstacle in recent years as more people are wearing natural hairstyles
which include locks. From students in schools around the world, to adults in the
workplace, there has been a war waged against Black Identity while lobbyists,
courts and organizations fight for equality in gender identity.

Megan Davis

The frontline has become so wide that it seems impossible to penetrate or go
around. The war against Black Identity was waged during slavery, when slaves
were shaved or prohibited from grooming, then their hair was called “dreadful.”
Then it was upheld after the Civil Rights Act was passed because those who
wore natural hairstyles were considered militant and rebellious.

When cosmetology began, it was only being taught in small private schools.
Its curriculum was only established to cater to the European woman. The cur-
riculum has not changed much in the last 90 years and yet African Americans
make up a huge portion of professionals and consumers in the forty-billion dol-
lar hair care industry.

According to the American Association of Cosmetology Schools, 12 percent
of individuals in personal appearance occupations are African American and 21
percent of businesses in the salon industry are black owned.

A 2013 Nielsen report concluded that, “With a current buying power of $1
trillion that is forecasted to reach $1.3 trillion by the year 2017, the importance
of connecting with African-American consumers is more important than ever.”
It further states that 46 percent of purchases made by African-American house-
holds are to beauty supply stores for hair care products and tools.

These statistics show that African Americans do have the power to fight the
war against racial identity. It isn’t just about boycotting companies that want
black dollars or putting money in black-owned banks, it is about making chang-
es in the foundation of the beauty industry.

The state of Ohio has some of the harshest regulations for cosmetologists and
natural hair stylists, yet Black students still enrolled in large numbers, knowing
that the curriculum doesn’t support the complex hair care needs of the African-
American consumer.

There are books published for black hair care that are never used in cosme-
tology schools because it is not a requirement in any state in order to receive a
license to practice. The black hair care book is outdated and a natural hair care
book was published in 2013, yet there are few schools who are accredited by
states, that offer the state required curriculum in order for individuals to become
licensed in natural hair care. These are barriers that can be broken with the right
bills and laws in place to require the cosmetology industry to make changes to
accommodate African-American hair care practices.

This is important because if black hair care had been a part of the normal
cosmetology curriculum, it would be less of an issue when it comes to what is
acceptable to employers and other establishments. Gender equality is less of an
issue in 2016 than in 2014 because bills were created and laws were passed to
accommodate the growing LGBT community.

It is more acceptable now to see a gender-neutral bathroom or a same-sex
marriage than it is to see an African-American woman wearing locks to her
job.

It is a fact that the more African Americans refuse to assimilate to the Euro-
pean standard of beauty, the greater the problem it is for others to accept us.
This has to change, so that the discrimination against Black Identity decreases.
#BlackHairMatters
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Tommy James Celebrates 80th with Family
and Friends

Manhattan’s was the place to be on Tuesday, October 4 as Tom-
my Jams celebrated his 80th birthday with numerous family mem-
bers and friends. Donna Moore-James, Tommy’s wife, organized
the gala at the restaurant on Adams Street and invitees enjoyed a
sumptuous meal along with the company of long-time friends and
acquaintances.

Loron James, Donna Moore-James, Pamela James, Patrice James, Louis James,
Lesa James, Tommy James

TOLEDO

TRIPLE TRUCK
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FINAL DRAWING OCTOBER 29

Drive away in your very own 2016 Ford F-150! Marquee Rewards®
members receive one free entry every promo day. Don't miss the final
drawing Saturday, October 29th - start earning entries now!

50X ENTRIES EVERY THURSDAY

HOLLYWOOD

777 HOLLYWOOD BLVD. TOLEDO, OH * HOLLYWOODCASINOTOLEDO.COM

See Player Services for details. Must be 21 years or older. 2016 Penn National Gaming, Inc. Gambling Problem? Call 1-800-589-9966.

GAMBLING PROBLEM? CALL 1-800-589-9966.
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Falling Back Into the 70’s, 80’s and 90’s

By Donnetta Carter

Guest Column

Members of the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc®, Zeta Alpha Omega
Chapter held their “Fall Back to the 70’s 80’s and 90’s Fall Fundraiser Party”
on Saturday, October 15 at the Garden Lake Hall. The proceeds will benefit
scholarship and community service projects in the local community.

The event was well attended with guests from near and far, including those
celebrating the University of Toledo Homecoming weekend events.

Clara Conner- Petty, fundraising chairman; Felicia Dunston, president; Mor-
gannia Dawson, vice president; Donnetta Carter, public relations and photog-
rapher.

Donnetta Carter, PR Chairman and
Abi Masha-Moss

Felicia Dunston, President, and
Dunston, President AKA Marva Ramsey and Traci Barner Clara Petty, Fundraising Chairman Katina Johnson

Morgannia Dawson, VP, and Felicia
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Local Greek Orgnizti
Homecoming

The members of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc., and Phi Beta Sigma Frater- |
nity, Inc., joined together in celebration of the University of Toledo’s Home-
coming game on Saturday, October 19, by treating the public to a Southern-
styled fried catfish dinner, with all the trimmings.

... continued on page 10

Promedica, JEEP, Dana Corporation and
others are investing in Toledo!

This Means Companies Believe In Toledo
And You Should Too!

David Fleetwood
Business Manager

VOTE ON NOVEMBER 8, 2016
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The 53rd Annual omdess Ball

The 53rd annual Commandress Ball honoring Dt. Lena M. Davis, Il-
lustrious Commandress, on October 8 at the Radisson Hotel at the Uni-
versity of Toledo Medical Center commemorated the many years of
the organization’s existence, charity and benevolence. Guests traveled
from Cleveland, Elyria, Youngstown, Akron, Columbus, Cincinnati,
Springfield and Dayton, as well as from Michigan, Indiana, Illinois and
Kentucky to attend the gala event.

Nexus Ribbon Cutting... photos continued from page 5

Miller also spoke about what the building will mean for the commu-
nity. “I’'m really excited to have this kind of facility in our community
that is designed to serve absolutely everybody,” said Miller.

Nexus’s services will include pediatrics, dental, women’s health, vi-
sion and primary care. The Mildred Bayer Homeless Health Care clinic
will be part of the facility as will an after-hours clinic.

The building will also have a pharmacy, a café, meeting space and a
branch of the Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union.

Nexus Health Care, as the building is named, is the latest chapter in
the success story of NHA, a story authored by CEO Doni Miller who
assumed the reins of the non-profit community health organization in
1993.

As NHA has expanded over the years during Miller’s tenure, some
facilities have become old and outmoded, not responding well to newer
technologies and not particularly user friendly for clients and patients.

This expansion during Miller’s years at the helm is a dramatic turn
of events considering what transpired at the agency during its first 20
years of existence. NHA experienced enough difficulties over its first
two decades that its very existence had been threatened on more than
one occasion.

The agency came about through the extraordinary efforts of its found-
er, Cordelia Martin, and the funds provided by the Model Cities Pro-

gram of the late 1960°s.

. Nicely landscaped home with
central air and fenced in yard.
Separate garage in good shape.
First floor, large dining room and
kitchen, living room and 1/2 bath.
Second floor 3 bedrooms and full
bath. Third floor 22 X 15 room,
good for bedroom or family room.
Stove, washer and dryer included.
Call 419-467-2615 if interested.

Martin, a community activist who was involved in a number of orga-
nizations such as the NAACP and the Lucas County Democratic Party,
was passionate about a number of causes — in particular helping the
poor, especially helping the poor obtain health care.

In 1969, Martin, then a supervisor of community workers for the Ex-
panded Family Planning Project of the Planned Parenthood League of
Toledo, Inc and chairman of the Health Functional Committee, gath-
ered around her a group of like-minded individuals who were equally
concerned about the lack of proper health care that was available to

... continued on page 12

Zeta Phi Beta... continued from page 9

Zeta Xi Zeta was joined by members of Alpha Pi (UT’s undergraduate
chapter), and Psi Epsilon (BGSU’s undergraduate chapter chapter), and
more than 100 sorority and fraternity members from chapter across the state,
region or US.

“It was wonderful bonding with our fellow Pan Hellenic Council members,
in friendship and festivity, exchanging great food,” remarked Basileus Jas-
mine Aarron, “A truly Blue-tiful day, and we look forward to next year.”

Zeta Phi Beta Sorority is a nonprofit, 501¢3 and was founded in 1920 on
the campus of Howard University. The sorotity’s platform is: Scholarship,
Service, Sisterhood and Finerwomanhood.
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Jamaican Social Cub of

40th Anniversary

Special to The Truth

On November 5,2016, the Jamaican Social Club of Toledo, a Non-profit
(501) (C-3)Multi-Cultural Organization, will be celebrate its 40th Anni-
versary Dinner/Dance and Awards Presentation, at its Social & Cultural
Center, servicing northwest Ohio and southern Michigan since 1976.

The organization was organized exclusively for charity, education,
social and scientific purposes. Its main focus is to encourage a better
understanding and cooperation among all cultures and citizens residing
in Toledo and northwest Ohio. All services and time provided by board
members are 100 percent voluntary.

It is funded by membership dues, donations, fundraising programs,
sponsorships and charitable contributions from individuals and businesses.

Among the many services offered by the Organization are scholar-
ships to High School students in Toledo area for excellent achieve-
ments. Sponsorship of a “Dreams for Teens” TV talent show designed
to enhance students with exceptional ability to perform competitively.
Winners of this talent competition are offered prizes and scholarships.
Computers, athletic equipments, stationery and pencils are donated to
schools in Jamaica. Assist in devastating situations, such as hurricane
disasters in Jamaica. Periodic donations are made to Toledo’s home-
less.

The Jamaican Social Club offers assistance to newly-arrived Ameri-
cans to get adjusted to the community as well as serving as a liaison
between the citizens of Toledo and its authorities and the people and
government of Jamaica. Additionally, the organization hosted several
Jamaican diplomats as well as many other guests from Jamaica; To-

‘ UNITED WE STAND:

GET OU‘T TO VOTE 2016 RALLY
BRONSORED BY:

TOLEDO'S FAITHIC))
& COMMUN

UNITED PASTORS FOR IAL EMPOWERI&NT
TOLEDO COMM! COALITION

INTERDENOMINATIONAL MINISTERIAL AL!J%CE

BAPTIST MINISTERS CONFERENCE OF TOLEDO AND VICINITY

C ORGANIZATIONS,
LEADERS

WHEN: Saturday, Octol
TIME: 10:00 a.m. to'3:(
WHERE: Nexus Health ¢
135 14 St., Toledo OH,
Parking available

)
11:30-1:30pm - Food and Fun: Treats fm-ﬁsas,

Live Music/Remote Radio Broadcast by WIMX 95.7 1

Need Transportation to Early Vote? Call 419-359-4077 l
Questions? Call 419-250-8870

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR PRIMARY SPONSORS:

upse T

United Pastors for Social Empowerment

THANK YOU TO OUR OTHER SPONSORS:
BERNIE QUITLER, WADE KAPSZUKIEWICZ,
MICHAEL ASHFORD, SHERIFF JOHN THARP, & MATT CHERRY
Printed in house, labor donated

IS ene

oledo to Celebrate

ronto, Canada; Baltimore, MD; New York, NY; and Indianapolis. IN to
the city of Toledo.

In recognition of its many services to our community, the Jamaican
Social Club has received several award and proclamation recognitions
from our mayors and congresspersons servicing our region.

The Jamaica Social Club is extending an invitation to all its past and
current members to join us in celebrating this significant milestone in
our history on November 5, 2016.

We, also, extend our sincere thanks and gratitude to our members and
supporters who have supported our programs for the past 40 years. Your
continued support will be greatly appreciated.

For more information on our 40th Anniversary Celebration Awards
Presentation and Dinner/Dance:

Please contact:
Earl Mitchell, President, Jamaican Social Club
(419)351-6391

Lucas CounTY IN-PERSON EARLY VOTING
for the November 8, 2016 General Election will be at the
“Ohio Means Jobs" Building (former Veteran's Services)
1301 Monroe Street (Between 13% and 14™)
Enter on the 13" Street side
Beginning Wednesday, October 12, 2016
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NAACP... ontinued from page 5

much as others and when we vote those votes absolutely count and can
make the difference.”

Waite High School’s Young Men of Excellence served as ushers and
greeters. WTVG’s Kristian Brown served as mistress of ceremonies,
Rev. Michael Key of People’s Missionary Baptist Church delivered the
invocation and ACT-SO competition winner Jamaia McKinley-Riven
sang the Negro National Anthem.

The featured speaker was television chef Jeff Henderson, best-selling
author and Food Network television star.

The 2016 Freedom Fund honorees were: Suzette Cowell, Toledo Urban
Federal Credit Union CEO; Rev. Robert Culp, First Church of God pas-
tor; Doni Miller, Neighborhood Health Association CEO; and Jane Moore,
United Way of Greater Toledo Executive VP of Community Impact.

Guests dined while competition winner presented their art forms. A
poem by Keyara Edwards, a song by Jamaia McKinley-Riven, a dance
by Courtney Draper, drumming by Arthur Bishop, dramatics by Jenasis
Savage and drawing by Lyricka Robinson-Smith.

“I just want to thank everyone for their support, this would not be pos-
sible without you. It’s truly a blessing when I walk into a grocery store
or bank and hear such positivity about our NAACP. We have the greatest
all volunteer board in Toledo, in the world. I appreciate each and every
one of them,” shared Ray Wood.

— -
Together, we protect kids.

Vote FOR Issue 20!

Lucas County Children Services... LCCS fights for a better future for

« Responded to more than 4,500 our children...
reports of child abuse and served * LCCS is working to reduce the suffering
more than 12,000 children in 5,000 from child abuse in the future with
families in 2015. prevention programs in the schools and

by working to prevent repeat referrals

Protecting children who are victims
from first time families.

of the heroin/opiate crisis...

* LCCS has seen a dramatic increase in
cases, largely due to the heroin/opiate
epidemic.

* Their cases are more complex and
challenging due to the involvement
of drugs.

A small investment to protect

children with nowhere else to turn...

* Renews Lucas County Children
Services' current 1.4 mill levy and
increases it by 0.4 mills for 5 years.

« Will cost the owner of a $100,000
home only an extra $1.16 a month to
keep kids safe.

www.lucas4kids.com

Find us on
Facebook lucasakids

Lucas County
Children Services

Paid for by Committee for Children, Suzette Cowell, Treasurer. PO Box 2202, Toledo, OH 43604
Email: lccscommitteeforchildren@gmail.com | Phone: 419-4817580

Nexus Ribbon Cutting... continued from page 10

those less fortunate in the greater
Toledo area.

The group, with Martin in the
lead, was determined “to make
sure that people in the neighbor-
hood have a place to go where col-
or wouldn’t matter,” says Miller.
“They decided to open a health
center because so many of their
neighbors and friends were dying
from causes that they could have
been saved from.”

Within a year, federal fund-
ing through the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
had been obtained and the Cordelia Martin Interim Health Center was
opened in its original location at 1636 W. Bancroft Street.

During those early days the clinic was only open a few days a week
based upon the availability of the volunteers who staffed the operation.

Federal funding to continue the work of that staff, the board and vol-
unteers was never a given. Model Cities funds ended in 1974 and ob-
taining continuing federal funds was an ongoing challenge.

In 1975, Daisy Smith, RN, who had been with the Center from the be-
ginning and for whom one of the NHA facilities is now named, brought
together 14 women to organize themselves as the Cordelia Martin Health
Center Auxiliary in order to augment the organization and to help fulfill
arange of needs — chief among those needs was raising funds.

The Auxiliary organized bake sales, rummage sales and charity ba-
zaars along with sponsoring the cleaning of inside facilities and yard
work. The woman of the Auxiliary provided valuable supplemental
funds for the Center over the next decade and a half, nevertheless, fi-
nancially, NHA was never out of the woods.

By 1978, the Center had 25 people on staff, had increased patient visits to
600 per month and had added an Adolescent Health Care Program through
a grant from the U.S. Department of Health, Education and Welfare.

By 2002, nine years into Miller’s arrival, NHA had nine clinics under
its wings, a 120-member staff and an $8 million budget.

“We added a number of clinics over the years,” said Miller this past
summer a she was contemplating the completion of Nexus. “We now
manage 16 facilities such as a clinic for the homeless [Mildred Bayer],
a women’s health clinic [Huron Street] and thee dental clinics. We’ve
developed a number of specialty services over the past 20 years.”

The $11 million Nexus Health Care clinic came about as the result
of a collaboration be-
tween a number of
government and non-
government entities.
The Lucas County
Land Bank, admin-
istered by the Lucas

spacious bedrooms with ample
storaga, high cedings and
beeath-taking views! Stop in

today 1o see why our residents (il County Treasurer’s
love cur beautfuy landscaped : .
grounds, resort-like swimming __,;.—WJ il i Ohffl(;e’ d ac(l:qUHEd
poal, and dubhouse with its fully- n n n n
‘equipped finess center and . the “la a spent
taundry faciities. Located just B $45 ,000 to clean up
westol King road off of Sylvana | the site

Ave. Stop in teday!

[ ?ﬂyll“"an The federal gov-
P AL ERG. u: hmmce e a“&i ernment provided a
- -

grant of $5 million
through the Depart-
ment of Health and
Human Services for
construction  costs
and the Local Initia-
tives Support Corp
(LISC) financed the
balance of $6 mil-

DIXIE :::..

5880 N. Detroit
Month to Month Leasing

419-476-8674 dedics o

Nexus was opened
to the public for
general services on
Wednesday, October
19.

WEAREAFULL
SERVICE
BUSINESS
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We Gon’ Be Alright by Jeftf Chang

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
The Truth Contributor

You had hope that things might be better.

We elected a black man as president, and C',2016
there was a minute where you could almost Picador
see a bit of racial optimism. And then: Tray- $16.00/$22.99 Canada
von Martin, Michael Brown, #BlackLives- 193 pages

Matter, and are we back to where we start-
ed? Did we ever really make any progress
at all?

In the new book We Gon’ Be Alright by Jeff Chang, the answer is
maybe — and it’s fixable.

The last four years have been rough.

Every time you turn on the TV or grab a newspaper, it seems as
though another black life has been lost and “the list never seems to
cease,” says Chang. It’s a trend that’s escalated to the point that it’s
now “blown into white America as well,” which should coalesce us
but which actually seems to divide us all the more. We seem, as Chang
says, to have “slid back toward segregation.”

The current political climate isn’t helping.

Over the past 12 months, whites who felt “undone” by wage gaps
and who had “fears of falling” flocked to a candidate that understood
how to gain their support by pointing accusing fingers at Mexicans,
the Chinese and Muslims. When demonstrations were held to protest
this, violence broke out, which only fueled the fires.

Diversity, says Chang, has become a “buzzword.” Schools strive for
it but often do it wrong. Hollywood is still “overwhelmingly white,”
as are the C-Suites of most major corporations. Colleges struggle with
issues of affirmative action, while black students make the same de-
mands of their administrations that they’ve been making “for three
decades now.”

And then there’s housing.

Chang uses San Francisco as an example: as the tech industry grows,
formerly-black neighborhoods with affordable rents have been taken
over by new, elite, mostly-white residents. Overall, “cities are be-
coming wealthier and whiter,” they’re becoming divided largely by
income, and housing projects are being torn down, bringing us full-
circle back to resegregation.

“The revolution is never complete,” Chang says. “But redemption
is out there for us if we are always in the process of finding love and
grace.”

So what can be done?

I didn’t think author Jeff Chang had many concrete solutions here,

but in We Gon’ Be
Alright, he offers an
w E ocean of hope.
In the meantime —
GON
BE
ALRIGHT

long before you get
to that — Chang’s pro-

NOTES ON RACE
avo RESEGREGATION

[LTLETT

vocative essays are
wide and quite dis-
couraging. Here, he
writes of all that’s
wrong in an effort to
show how we might
feel like we’ve made
occasional progress
but that nothing’s re-
ally changed. Through
resegregation, our
“progress” is just a
problem, rearranged.
Most assuredly, that
doesn’t make this an
eager read.

And yet, there’s
grace inside Chang’s
observations — grace,
which is exactly what

JEFF CHANG

AUTHOR OF WHO WE DE AND CAN'T STOF WON'T STOF

he advocates in the end, in a stunning chapter that brings this whole
book to a pinnacle.

I wondered if perhaps this book is pocket-sized on purpose: it seems
like something you might want to tuck away close and consume in
short bursts, in order to ponder. With We Gon’ Be Alright, that kind of
reading might be better.

Social Media Training

HOW TO

MULTIPLY ™
YOUR MESSAGE

Marketing
Branding
4 Managing

SOCIAL MEDIA

d FREE 50m|n consultmon for

ORGANIZATIONS, CHURCHES,
PUBLIC FIGURES, BUSINESS OWNERS
& CORPORATIONS

| . »
REGINA WHITTINGTUN
CEO of REGWHITT.COM

egina has a passfon,for Christ and Social Media
aching and consuliing. With years of experience
in ministry and ¢he bBusiness world, Regina can
help you reach and impact the world utilizing the
platforms ¢ of social media.

I
CALL 567-7‘]3-*272 TODAY!

_www.regwhitt.com
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BREAKFAST COOK RENASCENCE OTTAWA AREA NORTHGATE APARTMENTS
Ruby’s Kitchen is seeking an experienced RESIDENCES 610 Stickney Avenue

breakfast cook as it expands its hours in
its new location. Apply in person at 805 N.
Reynolds Street

DIRECTOR OF FINANCE

MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE
LIVES OF OTHERS

Advocates for Basic Legal Equality, Inc.
(ABLE), a Toledo based non-profit law firm
that provides high quality legal assistance
in civil matters to low-income individuals
and groups, throughout 32 Ohio counties,
seeks to fill the Director of Finance posi-
tion. The Director of Finance will lead and
oversee the financial operations for ABLE
and its partner law firm, Legal Aid of West-
ern Ohio, Inc. (LAWO), and for the Legal
Aid Foundation of Western Ohio. This is
a major leadership position in the firms,
working closely with the Executive Direc-
tors, Boards of Trustees, and other firm
leadership to develop budgets, guarantee
grant and other funding compliances, and
to ensure the overall financial well-being
of the firms. The Director supervises staff
in the finance unit. The Director of Finance
also oversees the firms’ physical facilities
and is responsible for matters relating to
purchase, leasing, or renovation of office
space. The position is based in ABLE’s To-
ledo, Ohio office. Individuals applying for
the Director of Finance position must have
the following qualifications: Bachelor’s De-
gree in accounting or business administra-
tion; a minimum of five years of experience
in fund accounting and Governmental Audit-
ing Standards experience; proficiency with
MIP software and its modules; and excel-
lent supervisory skills.CPA with non-profit
experience is preferred. Excellent com-
pensation and benefits package. Salary de-
pendent on experience. Background check
required. Send cover letter and resume as
soon as possible to Attention: Director of
Finance, electronically in Microsoft Word
format, to:

jobs@ablelaw.org

Equal access to ABLE offices is available.
Those applicants requiring accommodation
in the interview/application process should
contact the Recruitment Coordinator, at the
address listed above. EOE

EOE

3 AND 4 Bedroom Single Family Homes
with attached garages. Many homes newly
remodeled and available immediately.

All appliances included.

Please call 419-389-0096419-389-0096 or visit
our office at 1258 Rockcress Drive, Toledo, OH
43615

Voice/TTY 1-800-553-0300.

Equal Housing Opportunity.

Toledo, Ohio 43604

*Now Accepting Applications for 1 and
2 Bedroom Apartment Homes*

Senior Community for persons 55 years and
older. Rent is based on income. Our Activ-
ity and Service Coordinators are on site.
Heat  included. Chauffeured  transporta-
tion to nearby shopping and banks available.

EQUAL HOUSING (e |
OPPORTUNITY/EQUAL
OPPORTUNITY

SRHEIRIRNG EMPLOYER

FAMILY AMBASSADOR
Start date: July, 2016

Essential Duties and Responsibilities:
1.Juvenile Court Coaching and Support
2. Group-Based Support

3. Individual Family Support

If interested in this position, please read
and fill out the job description document and
employment application available at http://
www.cohfs.org/careers/paid-positions. Next,
email jobs@cohfs.org with the subject line
“Family Ambassador” and attach both files
along with your most recent resume.

CLASSROOM/RECREATION AIDE |
Start date: September, 2016

Essential Duties and Responsibilities:
Assists with the daily activities of the sum-
mer and after school program including
planning and implementing academic ac-
tivities in core areas, providing recreation-
al activities and assisting with field trips.

If interested in this position, please read
and fill out the job description document
and employment application http://www.
cohfs.org/careers/paid-positions. Next,
email jobs@cohfs.org with the subject line
“Classroom/Recreation Aide I” and attach
both files along with your most recent re-
sume.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
BANKING SERVICES

RFP#16-R011

Lucas Metropolitan Housing Authority
(LMHA) will receive proposals for Bank-
ing Services/RFP#16-R011, Received in
accordance with law until November 15,

2016, 3:00 PM ET. For documents: www.
lucasmha.org; 435 Nebraska Ave., Toledo,
OH 43604; or 419-259-9447
(TRS: Dial 711).

Bidders are required to meet Affirmative
Action and Equal Employment
Opportunity requirements as described in
Executive Order #11246. Sec. 3 Compliance
Applicable.

N\
LMHA

Call to place your ad

419-243-0007

www.TheTruthToledo.com

21ST CENTURY ACADEMIC TUTOR

Start date: October, 2016

Essential Duties and Responsibilities:
Tutors a small group of students in the con-
tent area of English, Reading, or Math; uti-
lize scientifically research- based materials
and lessons.

If interested in this position, please read and
fill out the job description document and em-
ployment application available at http://www.
cohfs.org/careers/paid-positions. Next, email
jobs@cohfs.org with the subject line “21st
Century Academic Tutor” and attach both
files along with your most recent resume.

Notice to Bidders: Inquiry # FY17-30,
(Project # 1130-17-967) for Elevator Safety
Repair & Replacements, Phase 2 for the
University of Toledo. Sealed bids for this
project must be clearly marked with the proj-
ect number on all inner and outer envelopes
and/or shipping containers. Bids must be
addressed and delivered to the University
of Toledo, Facilities and Construction, Plant
Operations, Room 1100, 2925 E. Rocket
Drive, MS 216, Toledo, Ohio 43606 before
2:00 p.m., Tuesday, November 8, 2016. Bids
will be publicly opened that same day at 2:05
p.m. in the Plant Operations Building, Room
1000. Copies of Plans, Specifications, and
Bid Forms may be obtained from Apex Mi-
crographics, 5973 Telegraph Road, Toledo,
Ohio 43512. Call 419-476-6535 for an ap-
pointment to pick up bid package. A cost of
$110.00 will be charged per set. Any further
information may be obtained from Christine
Petro of DLZ Architecture, Inc. at 419-720-
8720. One Pre-Bid Conference will be held
on Tuesday, November 1,2016 at 10:00 a.m.
in the Plant Operations Building, Room 1000,
at the University of Toledo, 2925 E. Rocket
Drive, Toledo, OH 43606. Total Bid Guaranty
and Contract Bond are required per section
153.54 of the Ohio Revised Code. EDGE
Participation Goal: 15%. Project Estimate:
$1,327,363.00; Breakdown: General Const:
$988,838.00; Plumbing: $20,010.00; Fire
Protection: $37,288.00; HVAC: $83,108.00;
Electrical: $198,119.00 .
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Toledo Gives Favorite
Son a Key to the City

“When I'm in that ring, I'm fighting for everybody in this city,” said Rob-
ert Easter, Jr. as he gazed upon the crowd of well-wishers who gathered at
One Government Center to thank him for bringing glory to his hometown.

The mutual love-fest followed a parade in the champ’s honor through
the city’s downtown streets and city officials, led by Mayor Paula Hicks-
Hudson, came together to present Easter with a key to the city. The IBF
lightweight champion, who captured the title with a split decision on Sep-
tember 9 in Reading, PA, with a split decision over previously undefeated
Richard Commey of Ghana, trained for his bout at the Glass City Gym and
did his roadwork on Toledo streets.

A 2010 graduate of Bowsher High School, Easter improved his career
record to 18-0.

“We are so proud to call him ours,” said Hicks-Hudson. “He belongs to
us and we belong to him.”

Photos Courtesy Albert Earl

Rhonda Sewell... continued from page 16

causes.

Sewell is the chairman of the Toledo Children’s Hospital Foun-
dation Board and, for more than 10 years, she has worked for the
Toledo Lucas County Public Library. Sewell is Library Manager of
External and Governmental Affairs.

The October 15 event, with some 200 attendee donors, was held
in The Secor Building ballroom and a bourbon sampling room titled
After Burst was held in the adjoining River House Arts gallery. Reg-
istry Bistro owner Chef Erika Rapp provided the New Orleans &
Harlem Renaissance-inspired hors d’oeuvres, and Erika Garza pro-
vided the miniature cupcakes which were served with champagne for
Rhonda’s birthday toast.

Chico’s at Franklin Park Mall provided Sewell’s three outfit chang-
es throughout the evening. Makeup was done by Dina Jarouche, and
the birthday girl’s upsweep hairstyle by Alina Dunbar, owner of Sa-
lon Onyx.

Music provided by JP Dynasty (the Peterson brothers and father),
who performed African master drumming outside as guests arrived
(Coming to America style!). Norris Finley was the DJ for the event
and jazz combo Damen Cook (drums) and Mike Lorenz (keyboards)
played in the bourbon room.

Sewell’s friends pulled out all of the stops for the Purpose event:
Melonny Banks, Sharon Mitchell (Melonny’s mother who flew in
from South Carolina to provide her decor and event expertise), and
Alina Dunbar styled and provided decor and backdrops for the entire
two party rooms.

Diana Patton and Gretchen DeBacker served as event coordinators.
Tonya Rider and Kerry Emery greeted all donor partygoers. Amber
Miller-Bryd was the official event photographer, Diana Clayton of
Swatch PhotoBooth donated and ran the fun party PhotoBooth, Ma-
jer Designs provided swanky white leather furniture for the bourbon
lounge.

Alexis Means served as event MC. Sewell’s family provided re-
marks - Richard and Iris Sewell (Chicago), Henry and Billie Johnson
(Ann Arbor), and Rhonda’s twin daughters Savannah and Sarah, age
16. Representing the receiving charities with remarks were Kath-
ryn Fell of The Library Legacy Foundation, and Frankie Doria, of
ProMedica. Columbus friends Jala Anderson and Phil Alloy sur-
prised Rhonda with their presence. Out of town guests included Kim
Sturdivant (Novi, MI), Michael Barringer (Xenia, OH), and Tiffany
Mitchell-Brewer (Detroit). Toledo Mayor Paula Hicks Hudson and
Toledo City Councilman Tyrone Riley were among the guests.

o 4o an a
=
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Rhonda Sewell Celbrate 50h with a Party
with a Purpose

Special to The Truth

Community leader Rhonda Sewell hosted an epic party with a purpose
to celebrate her signature 50th birthday while bringing attention to vul-
nerable children in the community. The word Purpose was also the title
of the party.

She invited guests to donate funds online for two campaigns: The
Library Legacy Foundation Early Literacy Campaign, to prepare chil-
dren to enter kindergarten, and ProMedica Toledo Children’s Hospital
Foundation NICU Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome unit for babies born
addicted to drugs. Her event netted $7,500 in donations for these two

...continued on page 15

Alexis Means, Jala Anderson McKee, Clyde Kynard, Jr,, Jason
Rhonda Sewell, Kristian Brown Daniels, Craig Teamer
L]

S .
Michael Marsh, Angela Tonya Rider and Stephanie and Clyde Gretchen DeBacker, Rhonda Sewell, Richard and Dr. Hope
and Will Lucas Diana Patton Kynard, Jr Kim Steyer, Kristian Brown Mitchell

“So this year, in this election,
I'm asking you to join me —
to reject cynicism and reject
fear, and to summon what

el Protect our Progress.
Stand with

Barack Obama

nmeereeacnenin Hjllary and Democrats
On Election Day

Tuesday, November 8

HillaryClinton.com [Paid for by Hillary for Americal




