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Community Calendar
December 25

Merry Christmas!!

Thomas Temple COGIC 12th Annual Free Christmas Dinner: 1 to 3 

pm: 419-255-3447

December 26-29

2015 Kwanzaa Celebration: 6-7:30 pm nightly; Frederick Douglass 

Community Association; Open 5 pm for vendors; Sunday speak-

ers – Keith Jordan (Unity) and Yusef Muhammad (Self-determi-

nation); Monday speakers – Joseph Peterson (Collective work and 

responsibility) and Sydney Petty (Cooperative economics); Tuesday 

speakers – Najah Johnson (Purpose) and Alisha Smith (Creativity); 

Wednesday speaker – Rev. Tony Thomas (Faith): 419-509-0751 or 

419-410-8022

January 1

Happy New Year!!

January 23

Warren AME 2016 Annual Gospel Extravaganza: Youth and Young 

Adults; 4 pm; Special guests Abundant Life Ministries: 419-243-

2237

The Truth About Christmas
By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, D.Min.

The Truth Contributor

Institutional religion has had its potentially sharp prophetic edge dulled by its 
overt or silent complicity in maintaining the status quo.
                         –  James M. Washington

The socio-polit ical  context of the biblical  accounts that  form 
the basis for our observance of the Christmas holy-days,  are 
stunningly similar to that of our own day.

Both Mathew and Luke paint a much darker historical  picture 
than the tradit ional joyful images of angels,  expansive feasts, 
and expensive gifts  brought from distant lands. 

Rather,  the birth of Jesus occurred in the midst of a culture of 
fear and spiral  of violence,  kept in place by the hateful rhetoric 
and consciousless social  and economic policies of Herod, the 
narcissist ic provincial  poli t ical  leader.

But there is  plenty of other drama. 

The birth narratives also include less-than-minimum wage 
agricultural  workers who toil  away in dangerous working con-
dit ions,  Arabs who visit  from the land-rich East but are feared 
by the polit ical  establishment and a tax policy that placed an 
obscene physical and economic burden upon its  poorest  cit i-
zens while favoring the richest  “1 percent.”

Succinctly,  the Christmas story is  about a baby who was born 
into poverty and to a dark and violent society that had no room 
for i t . 

However,  Wisdom recognizes this young life as a bright l ight 
shining in the dead of night on the longest,  coldest  and darkest 
night possible. 

The “Wise Men” searched to give honor and reverence,  but 
Herod, viewed this young luminary as a threat to the status quo 
and attempted to extinguish i t .

The good news is that  the Jesus child does not stand above 
the social ,  economic and polit ical  turmoil  his day. Neither is 
the bible,  writ ten to a people desperately trying to hold on to 
their  cultural  tradit ion and pol i t ical-rel igious forms,  unaware 
of  the contemporary evi ls  that  surround us .

I t  is  imperat ive that  vulnerable  populat ions,  including the 
poor  and our  chi ldren,  overcome the evi ls  that  a t tempt  to  ex-
t inguish their  potent ia l  and the world’s  future  -  especial ly  the 
evi ls  of  violence,  bigotry and poverty and al l  of  i ts  der iva-
t ives . 

Senseless  murders  l ike the death of  Zaveon Dobson,  a  15 
year  old Knoxvil le ,  Tennessee area honor  s tudent  and footbal l 
player  who died las t  week t rying to  shield three gir ls  f rom a 
random shoot ing,  happens more than 30 t imes each day.  Al-
most  1/3 of  the vict ims are  under  the age of  20 and half  are 
under  35. 

There are  more than 10,000 annual  gun homicides  in  the 
U.S.  compared to  less  than 200 in  Canada,  150 in  Germany, 
I ta ly  and France,  and less  than 50 in  Japan. 

In  the spir i t  of  Chris tmas and our  future , 

Let  us  ra ise  our  voices  loudly that  our  leaders  may pr ior i t ize 
the issues  of  poverty and violence.                                                                    

Contact  Rev.  Donald Perryman,  D.Min,  at  drdlperryman@
centerofhopebapt is t .org
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In my never ending quest to bring my readers the latest flash news (or 
at least what I deem as “news”), I present for your perusal and rumina-
tion the following flashes:

(1)  Mike Bell wants to be your next county commissioner? Oh please, 
will someone, under the cover of night, escort Mike to the city limits 
and give him a one-way bus ticket to Portland or Valdosta, Georgia. 
Make sure he packs his cowboy hats and boots.

It is as if Mike is drifting and has no purpose since he was soundly 
trounced when he recently ran for the office of mayor.

Now, Mike wants to find a way, any way back in the public limelight 
and a government paycheck and he figures being a county commish is a 
great way to do both. Will some politicos not ever go away quietly into 
the night and call it a day?

With Mike’s fan base, you would think he would hook up with a local 
car dealer and sell new cars.

(2)  Is it me or do you sense that The Blade has been and continues to 
nit pick at Mayor Paula Hudson?  When I read some of their editorials 
and columns, I get the drift that they are not happy campers that Paula 
trampled the other mayoral contenders and now The Blade editorial 
whiz kids do not have their politico favorite in office.

Boo-Hoo for the Blade!

I was glad that she trounced the other candidates for it also was a re-
pudiation of the once-believed notion that a Blade editorial could carry 
the day in an election and thus re-inforce the belief that the Blade had 
political clout in this city.

Glad that mystique is over with! Go Paula...go!

(3) Danger...danger! Notice in the papers that Donald Trump is mak-
ing sweet eyes at the Russian dictator, Vladimir Putin! What is that 
about? I will tell you. Putin is playing Trump like a violin. He will suck 
Trump in with inane vanities and kisses and the whole time, if Trump 
was to take the White House, Putin will have Trump thinking that Putin 
is a great Joe.

 Each of these guys is throwing flowers at the other in some “bro-
mance” that is hard to look at. Why would anyone give kudos to Putin! 
It is because Donald sees himself in that same mold of being a similar 
shirtless tough guy as Putin and because Donald 

Trump is so vain, his vanity prevents him from seeing that this rose 
has hidden thorns in it.  Don’t be surprised if Donald soon wants to 
meet with Putin so he can boast about his foreign policy street cred.

(4) Let me know when either political party comes out with any con-
crete agenda regarding the concerns of the black communities across 
America. Not lip service to #BlackLivesMatter but real policy propos-
als. 

To date, both parties are speechless about what impacts the black 
community and unless or until they have to deal with it, don’t expect to 
see any debates about those issues since the nation is consumed by the 
threats of home grown terrorists.

In any of the Republican debates, did you hear any proposals or con-
cerns about issues that affect the black community? 

And you won’t. The Republicans have for all intents and purposes 
written off the black vote (save for about three-10 percent) and the 
Democrats believe that the black vote is already in their hip pocket. So 
why spend debate time talking about income inequality, or the lack of 
finances available to start businesses or the need to financially assist 
the black colleges or the appalling rate of abortions by black women ( I 
know...you can not legislate morality) or the incarceration rate of black 
males.

(5) Maybe, just maybe in 2016, we might find enough black pastors 

Flash!! News Item!
By Lafe Tolliver, Esq
Guest Column

Lafe Tolliver

Claus, these would be my stocking stuffers for 
“us” folks:

(a) a drastic reduction in out-of-wedlock 
births starting with black girls not dropping 
their panties for every lame rap that comes their 
way;  (b) black-on-black crime being a thing 
of the past; (c) teenagers finishing high school 
and getting a two year or a four year degree 
or learning a trade skill; (d) black boys stop 
drooping their pants as if they have a “load” in 
them; (e) if you see a crime being done, report 
it including any child abuse or spousal abuse. 
Yes, you can report such crimes anonymously, 
so cut out the nonsense of you being called a 
“snitch!”

Contact Lafe Tolliver at Tolliver@Juno.com

Warren AME Church 
915 Collingwood Boulevard 

Toledo, OH  43604 

Presents 

2016 A nnual Gospel 

EE xtravaganza 
     Featuring 

     Youth & Young Adults  
                     Saturday January 23, 

2016 

                               Vendor Displays at 3:30 PM 

                             Program begins at 4:00 PM 
Special  Guests :  

   Abundant Life Ministries  
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Contact:  Mr. Ernest Faulkner at 419-243-2237 
�

!�""�VENDOR BOOTHS AVAILABLE 
Contact: Mrs. Karen Palmer, Registrar, 419-381-1558 

 
Hosted by the Christian Education Department 

Mistress  o f  Cer emony 
Rev .  Rowena L e e  

Mt. Pilgrim Baptist  Church 

who are not scared of 
their own shadow that 
they will pick up on 
one of my ideas that 
I have floated around 
for the past 25 years 
and that is: to “tithe” 
off of their weekly 
collection totals and 
place those funds in 
a general fund for the 
purposes of economic 
development for the 
very people who fill 
those Sunday collec-
tion plates.

Imagine all of the 
black churches in 
Toledo beginning to 
“tithe” weekly for the 
benefit and edifica-
tion of their parishio-
ners. It would cause a 
sea change in how we 
view ourselves and 
how we can fund our 
own causes and quit 
going hat in hand to 
downtown corporate 
America for a hand-
out.

But, alas, I am 
dreaming, will some-
one please shake me 
and wake me up!

(6) If I were Santa 



December 23, 2015Page 4 The Sojourner’s Truth

Reps. Beyer, Kaptur, Holmes-Norton, 
Crowley, McCollum, Honda, Ellison, Carson 
Lead Group of 71 House Democrats to 
Introduce Legislation Condemning Anti-
Muslim Bigotry
Special to The Truth

xx

Following weeks of anti-Muslim bigotry and 
acts of hatred, Reps. Don Beyer (D-VA), Mar-
cy Kaptur (D-OH), Eleanor Holmes-Norton 
(D-DC), Joe Crowley (D-NY), Betty McCol-
lum (D-MN), Mike Honda (D-CA), Keith Elli-
son (D-MN), and Andre Carson (D-IN), along 
with 63 original cosponsors, introduced legis-
lation condemning violence, bigotry, and hate-
ful rhetoric towards Muslim-Americans.

 
“We must show that we will not tolerate this 

anti-Muslim discrimination and that those who 
propagate it do not represent the melting-pot 
America that we celebrate,” said Rep. Beyer.  
“These harmful words eventually lead to the 
very acts of violence many came to our country 
to escape in the first place.  It’s time Congress 
stood up to condemn these attacks which run 
contrary to American values.”

 
“America’s highest ideals include our pro-

tections for religious liberty 
and the celebration of our 
differences. It is a mistake 
to lump millions of peace-
ful, liberty-loving Muslim 
Americans together with the 
brutal zealots who are work-
ing continuously to hijack 
their faith,” said Rep. Kap-
tur.  “Anti-Muslim speeches 
and statements only serve to 
divide us and pit Americans 
against one another. Bigotry 

ton said.  “The concerns of 
the American people about 
terrorism in civil society af-
ter Paris and San Bernardino 
are understandable, but em-
bracing Islamophobia as a 
way to cope with those fears 
is not only unacceptable, but 
dangerous.  The main pur-
pose of terrorism is to pro-
voke division.  Terrorists lose 
when, instead, we embrace 

and the violence it perpetrates are not worthy 
of the legacy of generations who have fought 
and sacrificed to make America the nation that 
it is today.”

 
“As we see many Americans expressing their 

fears, their leaders at every level have a spe-
cial obligation to lead,” Congresswoman Nor-

U. S. Rep. Marcy 
Kaptur our Muslim brothers and sisters.”

 
“The despicable rhetoric and violence on 

American Muslims is reprehensible and goes 
against everything this country stands for. 
Whether it’s a bomb threat on a mosque, a child 
bullied on a bus, or a slur painted on a build-
ing, hate is hate. And, each and every one of 

Rep. Eleanor 
Holmes Norton

... continued on page 8



December 23, 2015 Page 5The Sojourner’s Truth

DIXIE
DIXIE CARS DIV. DIXIE AUTO LEASING INC

OFF LEASE - 4 DOOR SEDANS

419-476-8678

$2,500
THIRTY DAY WARRANTY

5876 N. DETROIT AVE.     TOLEDO, OHIO 43612

NANBPWC, INC-Toledo Club -Aurora House 
Project 

Chris tmas is  the t ime of  year  to  give thanks and share  joy 
and happiness  to  others .  The women of  the Nat ional  Associa-
t ion of  Negro Business  and Professional  Women’s  Clubs Inc  
(NANBPWC, INC )  Toledo Club del ivered gif ts  to  the Au-
rora  House on Monday,  December 21.  Each year  these women 
adopt  a  family. 

The Aurora House provides  a  safe  haven and nurtur ing en-
vironment  for  women and their  chi ldren as  they move from 
homelessness  to  self-suff ic iency. 

NANBPWC, Inc-Toledo Club  members  are  passionate  about 
the Aurora House Project  and how they assis t  famil ies  each 
day with the services  and in-house programs that  are  pro-
vided.  

Some of  the women’s  programs that  are  offered are:  inten-
sive care  management ,  l i fe  ski l ls ,  parent  educat ion,  re lapse 
prevent ion,  nutr i t ion educat ion,  computer  ski l ls  lab,  job seek-
ing/ job readiness  ski l ls ,  f inancial  management ,  creat ive ex-
plorat ion .

The Aurora House provides  chi ldren programming  such as 
infant  massage,  af ter  school  tutor ing,  drug prevent ion,  sup-
port  to  help chi ldren understand homelessness  and not  to 
blame themselves  e tc . 

More services  assis t  famil ies  to  services  on heal thcare ,  men-
tal  heal th  t reatment ,  counsel ing,  employment  opportuni t ies ,  
GED and col lege classes ,  drug and alcohol  t reatment   and 
vocat ional  t ra ining.  

The residents  set  goals  and make changes in  their  l ives  that 
wil l  lead toward reaching their  ful l  potent ia l  and to  achieving 
self-suff ic iency and independence. 

The programs focus on three essent ia l  e lements:
1.  Family Stabi l izat ion 
2.  Achieving employment  and educat ional  goals 
3 .  Obtaining and maintain permanent  housing. 

Marqui ta  Scot t  is  the NANBPWC Inc.  chairman this  year 
who has  worked to  customize the Chris tmas gif ts  that  were 
given.  This  program fal ls  under  Heal th ,  Educat ion,  Economic 

Marquita Scott, chairman;  Barbara Tucker, former NCD governor; Clara 
Brank, Education and Women’s History chairman; Denise Black-Poon, 

Toledo Club president

Development  and Employment .   Denise  Black-Poon,  Toledo 
Club president   says:  “Family is  important .   By keeping a 
safe ,  car ing environment  for  each family member,  i t  becomes  
heal thy mental ly  and physical ly  .  Everyone has  the opportu-
ni ty  to  serve the community and help others  in  var ious ways.  
We just  need to  help and not  just  s i t  back and think about  i t . 
“

The community can make a  donat ion with gif ts  of  person-
al  care  i tems,  household products  and women’s  or  chi ldren’s 
c lothing.   Non-perishable  food donat ions are  a lways welcome, 
gif t  cards ,  f inancial  donat ions as  wel l  as  possibly consider ing 
a  remembrance in  your  wil l . 

The community can also volunteer  to  spend an evening cook-
ing with the famil ies ,  reading to  the chi ldren,  tutor ing,   land-
scaping,   paint ing,  and var ious home improvements . 

The NANBPWC, Inc Toledo Club thanked the Aurora House 
for  le t t ing organizat ions l ike theirs  help in  any way possible . 
Community support  is  necessary and needed every day as  wel l 
as  love and support . 



December 23, 2015Page 6 The Sojourner’s Truth

TUFCU Opens New Building with Ribbon 
Cutting Ceremony
By Fletcher Word

Sojourner’s Truth Editor

“This has been a long journey, but it has been a vision,” said To-
ledo Mayor Paula Hicks-Hudson at the start of the ribbon-cutting 
ceremony that was largely dedicated to the 20-year effort of TUFCU 
CEO Suzette Cowell to make the credit union a viable economic 
force in the central city area.

The most recent fulfillment of that vision was the grand opening 
on Sunday of TUFCU’s new facility at the corner of Detroit and 
Dorr – a 4,200 square-foot building that offers credit union members 
three times the space of the old building in which to conduct their 
financial transactions. The new building also provides drive-through 
service and an ATM.

Sunday’s ribbon-cutting ceremony commenced at the New Life 
COGIC where Bishop Edward Cook, pastor of New Life and one 
of the founding fathers of TUFCU, served as the master of ceremo-
nies.

“This is the beginning of a new day,” said Cook as he opened the 
event.

Bishop Duane Tisdale, pastor of Friendship Baptist Church and 
the man who conceived the idea of the community credit union sev-
eral decades ago, spoke of the importance of community control of 
finances and noted that “no group of people can exist if they cannot 
move the economy amongst them.”

Several years ago, Sister Pam Buganski of the Sisters of Notre 
Dame, approached Cowell to see if she could be of any assistance to 
the credit union. That meeting ultimately led to an introduction to 
Dick LaValley, who would lead the effort to put together the funding 
for the new building.

Buganski spoke at Sunday’s ceremony. “Blessed is she who be-
lieved that God’s word to her, will be delivered,” she said of Cow-
ell’s faith in the success of TUFCU. “She has penetrated the depths 
of my heart with her faith,” Sister Pam continued. 

Sister Pam also spoke movingly of her interactions with the credit 
union and its staff and members. “It is always a place of respect; it is 
always a place of dignity,” she said. “People are given hope there. It 
is now on us to carry that same spirit of respect and hope and dignity 
to a new building. May it continue to be a blessed place. Miracles 
happen there and they will continue to happen there.”

LaValley touched on the same theme when given his moment to 
address the audience at New Vision. The man who arranged for the 
funding praised Cowell and her staff for “all the wonderful lives 
you are changing. I will always be here to do whatever I can to help 
you.”

LC Commissioners Tina Skeldon Wozniak and Pete Gerken present frog statuette 
to Suzete Cowell

... continued on page 8
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Rev. Cedric Brock opens the session

Muslim Community... continued from page 12

Americans know that. Our Muslim brothers 
and sisters are being labeled. We want our 
brothers to be able to walk with their heads 
high. We want the country to know that we 
stand against this.” 

“This is my brother,” said Rev. Chris Row-
ell, pastor of Joshua Generation FWC, as he 
draped his arm around his colleague on the 
City of Toledo Board of Community Rela-
tions, Dr. Zaheer Hasan. “We are standing 
here unified as people.”

While the afternoon’s message of unity 
was primarily delivered by African-Ameri-
can pastors to the Muslim community, oth-
er religious leaders also came prepared to 
deliver the same message of unity and to 
express distress about the recent wave of 
verbal and physical attacks on the Muslim 
community.

Father Thomas Landgraff, representing the 
Catholic Diocese of Toledo, said: “We stand 
in solidarity with the Muslim community; 
we support the Muslim here who are good 
people; we welcome into our land Muslim 
immigrants.”

Joel Beren of Toledo Hillel said: “After 
watching the xenophobia in the [Republi-
can] debate, I realize that there but for the 
grace of God go I.”

Jeanine Diller, of the University of Toledo 
Center for Religious Understanding, said: 
“We strive to create an environment in the 

Imam Shamsuddin Waheed, center, and Rev. Ce-
dric Brock, right, and representatives of Toledo’s 

religious community
Father Thomas Landgraff with Sister Virginia 

Welch... continued on page 9
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Reps... continued from page 4

us has a duty as an American to speak out against 
discrimination and intolerance,” said Rep. Joe 
Crowley, vice chairman of the Democratic Caucus. 
“I’m proud to join Congressman Beyer and my col-
leagues in introducing this resolution that sends 
a powerful message that the Congress stands be-
hind our Muslim American communities and firmly 
against hate and intolerance.”

 
“Muslim Americans are our friends, neighbors 

and colleagues.  Anti-Muslim rhetoric from our 
nation’s political candidates has damaging conse-

Rep. Don Beyer

[1] CRIMINAL DEFENSE AND TRAFFIC 
CASES
[2] JOB DISCRIMINATION INCLUDING 
AGE, SEX AND RACE
[3] PROBATE CASES AND ADOPTIONS
[4] BANKRUPTCY CASES (CHAPTER 7 
FOR A FRESH START)
[5] WRONGFUL DEATH AND PERSONAL 
INJURY CASES
[6] HOUSE CLOSINGS AND LAND CON-
TRACTS

Free office visit or phone consult. Allow my 37 years of 
experience to work for you! A�y. Tolliver. 419.249.2703. 
Out of town, call collect. EMAIL: Tolliver@Juno.com

LEGAL SERVICES

urge my colleagues in the House to support this reso-
lution.”

 
“The United States was built by the belief in liber-

ty, freedom, and equality for every person. These are 
the values we hold most dear – the truths we hold to 
be self-evident. When elected officials and political 
leaders build their platforms on hatred and bigotry, 
they do so at our country’s expense,” said Rep. Keith 
Ellison.  “Their rhetoric is not merely ignorant – it’s 
dangerous. And it is fundamentally un-American. 
Scapegoating a religious community shouldn’t be 

quences for the lives of Muslim Americans,” said Rep. McCollum.  “As 
elected officials, we must work to foster respect, civility and dignity 
towards all Americans and ensure that no citizen of our nation is perse-
cuted or targeted because of their religious beliefs.”

 
“We must do everything we can to fight terrorism on all fronts, but 

we must take care not to give into bigotry, hate speech or tolerate hate 
crimes. Hateful rhetoric has real consequences. Every day, Muslim stu-
dents, leaders and community members are threatened with violence—
and some have been the victims of hate crimes,” said Rep. Honda.  “Our 
country is better than this; we are a multiethnic, multi-religious, multi-
cultural nation. Our diversity is what gives us strength—together with 
our respect for the Constitution, rule of law and the ideals of freedom 
that unites us. It is the responsibility of all to reject discrimination. I 

part of a candidate’s stump speech. Not in this coun-
try. This bill is a reminder to Americans of all faiths: 
the demagogues do not speak for everyone. That is not 
who we are.” 

“The First Amendment safeguards our freedom to 
practice our faiths freely, but it does not give any per-
son the right to cite religion in order to justify intoler-
ance toward their fellow Americans,” said Rep. André 
Carson. “This holds true whether the victim of such 
intolerance is gay or straight, black or white, Chris-
tian, Muslim, Jewish, or the member of any group.  
Discrimination in any form is never acceptable any-
where in our country, which is why I am proud to help 

Rep. Keith 
Ellison

introduce this resolution which will help bring more attention to the 
harmful and ignorant acts that have been directed at Muslim Americans 
for far too long.”

 

Rep. Andre 
Carson

Also speaking during the ceremony were Lucas County Commis-
sioners Pete Gerken and Tina Skeldon Wozniak who provided a huge 
chunk of financing for the new structure. Gerken spoke of the trag-
edy of the way mainstream corporate entities, particularly financial 
institutions, had neglected the African-American community over 
the decades.

“Thanks for letting us provide something of economic value to the 
community,” added Skeldon Wozniak.

U.S. Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur wrapped up the afternoon ac-
tivities at New Vision with the presentation of a U.S. flag to Cowell 
and the board of TUFCU. A long-time supporter of the credit union, 
Kaptur praised Cowell for her vision and tenacity and also spoke of 
the financial difficulties those in the black community have endured, 
especially the loss of wealth, because of the practice of “red-lining” 
– the denial of financial services to certain areas of a city based upon 
the racial or ethnic make-up of the population therein.

At the conclusion of the New Vision ceremony, the crowd moved 
over to the new TUFCU location at the corner of Dorr and Detroit to 
cut the ribbon and enjoy a few light refreshments.

And to celebrate the beginning of a new day.

TUFCU... continued from page 6

TUFCU Board member Rev. Cordell Jenkins welcomes visitors to new 
building

U. S. Rep. Marcy Kaptur
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War Room
Prayer is a Powerful Weapon

class where everyone is free to learn; we 
stand firm with you; we are sorry for the 
pain that has been caused.”

The message of unity and support was re-
ceived with gratitude from the leaders of 
the Muslim community.

“Thanks God, our creator, for your help 
and support; God bless our country,” said 
John Shousher, local businessman.

“It’s heartening to see so many people 
here, said Imam Shamsuddin Waheed of To-
ledo Masjid al Islam. “Life is full of chal-
lenges and to go through this together is 
heartening.” Your home for               

                   home 
improvement 
loans.

First-Fed.com

Simple, affordable, low-interest 
home improvement loans.

Call to see if you qualify today. 
2920 W. Central Ave., Toledo
419-537-9300

Helps with projects to make your home more  
energy efficient, by lowering energy costs.

THE BETTER TOGETHER ENERGY  
EFFICIENCY LOAN PROGRAM*

Get the money you need to finally tackle home 
improvement projects.

THE BETTER TOGETHER HOME  
IMPROVEMENT LOAN PROGRAM**

*Fixed 3.00% APR. No closing costs for this unsecured loan program. For a loan of $2,500, monthly payments of $44.92 will apply for a term of 60 months. Program only 
available in counties where First Federal Bank has branches and the counties of Hillsdale, MI and Van Wert, OH, to clients with properties located in Federally designated low
or moderate income census tracts and/or who have income below 80% of the area median income, as updated annually by FFIEC. Subject to credit approval. Exclusions 
and limitations apply. Program subject to change without notice.

**Fixed 5.00% APR. No closing costs for this unsecured loan program. For a loan of $10,000, monthly payments of $141.34 will apply for a term of 84 months. Program only 
available in counties where First Federal Bank has branches and the counties of Hillsdale, MI and Van Wert, OH, to clients with properties located in Federally designated low
or moderate income census tracts and/or who have income below 80% of the area median income, as updated annually by FFIEC. Subject to credit approval. Exclusions 
and limitations apply. Program subject to change without notice.

Muslim Community... continued from page 7

Joel Beren addresses the religious leaders

Closing Prayer

Third Baptist Church, 402 Pinewood Av-
enue, Toledo, Ohio, in collaboration with 
Grace Methodist Church of Perrysburg, 
Ohio, The Sojourner’s Truth Newspaper, 
The Maumee Indoor Theatre, LifeWay Chris-
tian Bookstores, Chic-Fil-A, and other local 
churches of diverse denominations are ex-
cited to be hosting FREE Showings of the 
movie, War Room. Scheduled dates and times 
for the FREE Showings are Friday, January 
1, 2016 through Sunday, January 3, 2016 at 
2:00 p.m. and 4:30 p.m. daily. 

What a beautiful way to start the new year! 
So, get your family and friends together and 
go out to see War Room! From the creators of 
Fireproof and Courageous comes War Room, 
is a compelling drama with humor and heart 
that explores the power that prayer can have 
on marriages, parenting, careers, friendships, 
and every other area of our lives. 

As adapted from the movie’s 
press release, Tony and Eliza-
beth Jordan have it all – great 
jobs, a beautiful daughter and 
their dream house. But appear-
ances can be deceiving. Tony 
and Elizabeth Jordans’ world 
is actually crumbling under 
the strain of a failing mar-
riage. While Tony basks in his 
professional success and flirts 
with temptation, Elizabeth re-
signs herself to increasing bit-
terness. But their lives take an 
unexpected turn when Eliza-
beth plan a prayer for her fam-
ily. As Elizabeth tries to fight 
for her family, Tony’s hidden 
struggles come to light. Tony 
must decide if he will make 
amends to his family prove 
Miss Clara’s wisdom that vic-
tories don’t come by accident. 

Seats will be limited to a first 
come, first serve basis! FREE 
popcorn will be given to the 
first 100 persons that show up 
at each of the two show times 
on Saturday! You don’t want 
to miss this phenomenal and 
spiritual gift! It is wonderful 
and ideal for churches of vari-
ous denominations and others 

to come together to launch such an activity.

War Room is directed by Alex Kendrick and produced 
by Stephen Kendrick and Gary Wheeler. Written by 
Alex & Stephen Kendrick, War Room was filmed in and 
around Charlotte, N. C. The film is rated PG for the-
matic elements throughout. 
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Alex Haley and the Books That Changed a Nation 
by Robert J. Norrell
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

The Truth Contributor

The gardening catalogs started arriv-
ing this week – right on time. 

In the gray of winter, they represent 
so much promise, whether you have six 
acres or six inches of dirt.  This time of 
year, it’s fun to imagine what will come from the soil months 
from now – but in the meantime, read Alex Haley and the Books 
That Changed a Nation  by Robert J. Norrell ,  and see how a 
career can grow.

Born in 1921 into a well off Irish-African-American family, 
Palmer Alexander Murray Haley was raised mostly by his grand-
mother, who instilled in him a love of storytelling. As an adult, 
Haley would recall hiding behind rocking chairs on his grand-
parents’ front porch, listening to tales of “the African” and of 
slavery.

In 1939, after rejecting his professorial father ’s ideal of an ed-
ucation, Haley (by now, calling himself “Alex”) joined the Coast 
Guard. Because of racial mores of the time, few onboard jobs 
were open to African-American men, so he worked as a steward 
while also searching for assignments as a magazine writer. Ulti-
mately, he came under the command of a “boss” who demanded 
help with letter-writing; his skills honed, Haley landed a job as 
a press officer for the Coast Guard. 

By 1960, Haley left the Coast Guard and a wife, and focused 
“intensively” on magazine writing. Just two years later, his repu-
tation as an author was set, “linked in part to the growing notori-
ety of the Nation of Islam (NOI).”  An assignment he’d accepted 

his publisher, frustrating but Haley never forgot stories from his 
grandmother ’s porch. Encouraged by a distant cousin, he toyed 
with a few versions of them and explored the origins of specific 
words he remembered. His research was extensive and, by the 
fall  of 1966, he thought he’d found the roots of the stories he’d 
heard…

And that,  of course,  is  st i l l  – almost 40 years later – loaded 
with controversy: how much of Roots was truth?  Was Haley 
guilty of “borrowing” from others’ works? The answers l ie 
somewhere inside Alex Haley and the Books That Changed a 
Nation.

Indeed, Alex Haley was a complicated writer.  Time and again, 
he ignored deadlines and sometimes facts to craft  a story.  That 
becomes an important point within this biography: he obvi-
ously tested the patience of others in many ways,  which is as-
tounding and makes i t  interesting to see how two of the 20-cen-
tury’s most iconic books came to be.  Truth or fiction, those two 
works,  as author Robert  J .  Norrell  proves,  absolutely shook up 
the status quo of culture and history. 

Unlike many biographies that portray their  subjects as too 
perfect,  Alex Haley and the Books That Changed a Nation  keeps 
things real  and I  l iked that.  If  you’re up for a well-told,  warts-
and-all  bio,  this one will  have you rooted to your seat.

c. 2015
St. Martin’s Press

$26.99 / $31.50 Canada
251 pages

allowed him to be-
come good friends 
with Malcolm X and 
they began work-
ing closely together 
on a book, even as 
Haley simultane-
ously wrote articles 
against the NOI.

The process of 
writing The Autobi-
ography of Malcolm 
X  was long and, for 
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CLASSIFIEDS

Call to place your ad

419-243-0007

www.TheTruthToledo.com

FULL-TIME 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

TOLEDO ZOO

Provides administration support and assis-
tance for the Group Sales department, which 
involves preparing correspondence, main-
taining event records, processing event pay-
ments, answering a high volume of customer 
inquiries for all event types. Solely respon-
sible for booking birthday parties and pro-
cessing all group tickets. Will also process a 
high volume of registrations for the challenge 
course and all revenue generating events. 
Maintain outbound event software for all de-
partment events. Vocational/technical school 
training in secretarial science and one to two 
years of experience, or any equivalent combi-
nation of education and experience required.  
Must have a valid driver’s license. This po-
sition is non-exempt under the Fair Labor 
Standards Act. The Toledo Zoo is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer and a drug and alcohol 
free workplace and offers a competitive sal-
ary and benefits package. Submit resume to 
resume@toledozoo.org by January 1, 2016.

 

 

PH THERAPISTS- CHILDREN’S 
PARTIAL HOSPITALIZATION 

PROGRAM 

FULL TIME

Unison is seeking Therapists to provide 
services to children with severe mental and 
emotional disorders in the Outpatient Partial 
Hospitalization Program.  Duties will include 
completing diagnostic assessments, de-
veloping and coordinating treatment plans, 
and providing individual crisis management, 

group therapy, advocacy, and outreach. 

Candidate must possess a Bachelor’s De-
gree and current Ohio License as LSW. 
Master’s Degree and current Ohio License 

as LSW or LPC preferred.

Unison Behavioral Health Group, Inc.
Human Resources - PHP

2310 Jefferson Ave.
Toledo, OH 43604

Email: hr@unisonbhg.org
Fax: 419-936-7574

EOE

 

 

 

FULL-TIME GRAPHIC DESIGNER

TOLEDO ZOO 

Designs graphics and exhibits for Zoo de-
partments. Will utilize computer programs for 
graphic design, has ability to paint and illus-
trate, and is familiar with other visual arts me-
dia. Reviews, prepares and/or submits various 
reports, quotes, purchase orders and invoic-
ing for various projects. Works directly with 
various departmental clients to advise and 
coordinate various graphic design projects. 
Requires a Bachelor’s degree in graphic arts, 
visual arts or related field and two years’ ex-
perience. Will consider equivalent combination 
of education and experience. Must be able to 
provide a portfolio of previous work/projects, 
have valid drivers’ license and be insurable by 
the fleet insurance carrier. The Toledo Zoo is 
an Equal Opportunity Employer and a drug and 
alcohol free workplace. Submit a resume to re-
sume@toledozoo.org by December 18, 2015.

 

DISPATCHER
LUCAS COUNTY

Lucas County Emergency Medical Services 
is accepting applications to fill the position 
of Dispatcher through December 23, 2015.  

Additional information regarding the duties is 
available on the Lucas County website (www.

co.lucas.oh.us).  Click on “Apply for a Job” and 
then select “Dispatcher” from the list to read 

more or apply.

An Equal Opportunity Employer

ABUNDANT LIFE OF PERRYSBURG 
ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

 
Abundant Life of Perrysburg is accepting 
applications for its subsidized apartment 
facilities.  Abundant Life #1 offers inde-

pendent living for senior citizens 62 years 
of age or older and individuals 55 or older 

with a physical impairment.  Abundant 
Life #2 is a supportive living complex for 
people 62 and older.  To apply individuals 
must meet the age requirement and an an-
nual income requirement of no more than 
$21,150.00 for one person or $24,200.00 

for two people.  

We are located in the Three Meadows 
subdivision near the Manor of Perrys-
burg. Our garden apartments offer one 

bedroom, private patios, with individually 
controlled thermostats for heat and air 

conditioning.  

Abundant Life #1 offers bathtubs, while 
Abundant Life #2 offers walk-in showers 

and pull cords for emergencies.  

We have a bus that transports all resi-
dents to area grocery stores and monthly 
outings.  We offer exercise, worship ser-

vices and a variety of opportunities for our 
active and not so active seniors.  Please 
call (419)874-4371 to find out more about 
our fabulous facilities and our availability 
for apartments.  You may also visit us on 
the web at abundantlifeperrysburg.org.

 

 

Notice to Bidders: Inquiry # FY16-25, (Project 
# 1020-16-151) for Root Bridge Replacement 
for the University of Toledo. Sealed bids for this 
project must be clearly marked with the project 
number on all inner and outer envelopes and/or 
shipping containers.  Bids must be addressed 
and delivered to the University of Toledo, Facili-
ties and Construction, Plant Operations, Room 
1100, 2925 E. Rocket Drive, MS 216, Toledo, 
Ohio 43606 before 2:00 p.m., Thursday, Janu-
ary 21, 2016. Bids will be publicly opened that 
same day at 2:05 p.m. in the Plant Operations 
Building, Room 1000. Copies of Plans, Specifi-
cations, and Bid Forms may be obtained from 
Becker Impressions, 4646 Angola Road, To-
ledo, Ohio 43615. Call 419-385-5303 for an 
appointment to pick up bid package. A cost of 
$50.00 will be charged per set. Any further in-
formation may be obtained from Richard McGu-
ckin of DGL Consulting Engineers at 419-535-
1015. One Pre-Bid Conference will be held on 
Tuesday, January 13, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. in the 
Plant Operations Building, Room 1000, at the 
University of Toledo, 2925 E. Rocket Drive, To-
ledo, OH 43606. Total Bid Guaranty and Con-
tract Bond are required per section 153.54 of 
the Ohio Revised Code. EDGE Participation 
Goal: 15%. Project Estimate: $1,015,000.00; 
Breakdown: General Const: $1,015,000.00.

CLINICAL THERAPIST- 
CHILDREN AND FAMILY 

PROGRAMS

Full-time (Multiple Positions Available)

Unison is seeking experienced thera-
pists to provide services to children with 
severe mental and emotional disorders 
in various schools and other community 
sites.  Work may include providing ser-
vices in an early intervention and partial 
hospitalization programs.  Duties wil l 
include completing diagnostic assess-
ments, developing/coordinating treat-
ment plans, providing individual crisis 
management, group therapy, advocacy, 

and outreach. 
Qualif ied candidates must possess a 
Bachelor ’s degree, Ohio l icense as a 
LSW and a minimum of two years’ expe-
rience working with children with mental 
health issues.  Master ’s Degree and Ohio 
License as LSW, LISW, LPC or LPCC 

preferred.  
.  

Send resume or apply to:

Human Resources -CT
Unison Behavioral Health Group, Inc.

2310 Jefferson Ave.
Toledo, OH 43604
Fax: 419-936-7574 

Email: hr@unisonbhg.org
 

EOE
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“This Is My Brother”

Rev. Christopher Rowell and Dr. Zaheer Hasan

Toledo Area Religious Leaders Voice Support 
for Muslim Community
By Fletcher Word

Sojourner’s Truth Editor

Dozens of Toledo area religious leaders – Christian, Muslim and 
Jewish – gathered last Friday at the Grape Leaf Diner in Holland to 
pronounce their commitment to unity and cooperation, especially 
in light of the recent wave of verbal, and all-too-often, physical, 
attacks on the Muslim institutions and population of this country.

Without naming specific perpetrators – such as the recent dispar-
aging comments of certain Republican candidates for president or 
the attacks on mosques around the nation – those of the Christian 
and Jewish faiths announced that they would stand in solidarity 

with their Muslim brothers and sisters in the face the current on-
slaught of abuse.

Rev. Cedric Brock, president of the Interdenominational Minis-
terial Alliance, organized the gathering and served as the event’s 
moderator. 

“It is downright disgusting, what we have heard over the last 
two weeks,” said Brock. “Labeling is not correct, we as African 

  ... continued on page 7


