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Point: Why Keith Burris Was Wrong

By Lafe Tolliver, Esq
Guest Column

I read the Sunday Blade columnist Keith Burris’s take on the flap
regarding Judge C. Allen McConnell not marrying a same sex couple
and the aftermath of that refusal based upon the judge’s religious con-
victions.

It seems that Burris was ostensibly shocked and dismayed that the
law was not followed and that it is his mantra that the law, above all,
must be followed.

This is where I gag at that soupy logic and lack of historical review
that Burris conveniently forgets or does not fit into his fabricated out-
rage about a municipal court judge telling a same sex couple to find
another judge to marry them.

In Burris’s rant about the sacredness of the law and how it must be
obeyed despite one’s personal feelings, it was that same mottled logic
that produced the ill-famed U.S. Supreme Court case known as the
Dred Scott decision.

That decision issued by the racist Chief Jurist Taney clearly and
without equivocation stated that, “There are no rights of a black man
that a white man must respect.”

Did you hear that Keith Burris? No rights and this was the law of
the land and this was the law that Keith Burris, if he was living at that
time with his now-held views, would mean that he would be a law
breaker if he were to champion a different result or application.

Morally, the Dred Scott decision was horrendous and vile and odi-
ous but it was the law of the land and, according to Burris, it should
be obeyed by all of the judges since, after all, it came from the U.S.
Supreme Court and, as we all know, they possess infinite wisdom in
all matters pertaining to governance and the human condition.

Dred Scott was the law of the land for a hundred years and spawned
the legal right of unlimited white harassment and oppression of black
people but it was the law and, according to Burris, every judge should
obey it and not counter it. How dare any judge counter the Dred Scott
decision!

If Dred Scott meant keeping black people in perpetual servitude,
then so be it! The highest court in the land has spoken and how dare
anyone say otherwise or do otherwise than to listen and obey.

That is the abysmal logic of Keith Burris. In his column he makes
no historical analysis of such decisions and its awful impact on both
black people and the scarring of America’s psyche for hundreds of
years.

No, all Keith Burris is concerned is that the law is the law and you
better follow it regardless of its impact. That is how shallow the col-
umn was that Burris penned for The Blade; and he wants to take some
moral high ground and rebuke Judge McConnell for making a moral
decision regarding his belief that there is no such thing as marriage
with same sex partners.

Now, if Burris were to check further into history of this country,
he would find that this country was ostensibly founded on Christian
principles and one of those principles was following the Word of God
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regarding issues of morality.

Not my words. Read the history for yourself and you will see that
marriage was never designed or seen or contemplated to be other than
a man and a woman...no matter how much Keith Burris would have it
otherwise under the guise of obeying the law of the land.

Burris also engages in some “rabbit hole” arguments when he states
that one of the same sex marriage partners did not want to be the
poster child of this issue. Duh! Ya think so?

Being that marriage licenses are open to the public and being that
she and her partner are of the same sex, she lost that right to be hidden
or not to be discovered. What is she so ashamed about? What she was
doing in private is now being condoned in the public and she is now
reticent about it? Give me a break! Yeah, your friends will soon know
what you did.

The other false rabbit run issued by Burris is that somehow by Judge
McConnell not acquiescing to performing a same sex marriage that
the whole system is in danger of falling down. Not so. Judge Michelle
Wagener has graciously agreed to perform all weddings at the court
in spite of Judge McConnell seeking to be removed from the judicial
rotation that may have had his name reappear in the near future so as
he would not possibly be marrying a homosexual couple.

That possible resolution is not good enough for Keith Burris. He
wants his pious piece of flesh and wants to wax on about how the
judge should have confronted this couple with this news as opposed
to sending his bailiff to tell them.

... continued on page 4

Community Calendar

June 13-September12
Evangelical Church of God: Free parenting classes and free anger manage-
ment classes: 419-297-3530

July 18
Hope Outreach Ministry Free Community Ice Cream Social, Baptismal and
Communion: Noon to 4 pm; 2916 Stickney: 419-727-0074

July 19

Greater St. Mary’s MBC 11th Annual Church Revival: “Recovering From
Brokeness;” Guest revivalist Bishop Robert Lyons, Jr: 419-973-4156
Friendly MBC 64th Church Anniversary: “We’ve Come This Far by Faith;”
4 pm; Guest speaker Pastor G.O. Fletcher and New Light MBC: 419-266-
1935

United Church of God Installation of Min. Ronsha Allison: 2 pm: 419-810-
6335

July 20-24
Pilgrim Church Vacation Bible School: “The Kingdom of the Son;” 6 to 8
pm; Free for children ages 4-12: 419-478-6012

July 22-26

Trinity Faith Tabernacle Annual Summer Conference: Wednesday — Friday
nightly service 7 pm; Thursday and Friday 10 am and 2 pm sessions; Sun-
day worship service at 11 am: 419-340-6253

July 25

United Church of God Community Baptism: 1-6 pm; 670 Phillips: 419-810-
6335

Swanton Area Railroad Club Model Display: St Stephen’s COGIC; 11 am to
5 pm

July 29

Community Dialogue and Public Forum on Urban Revitalization Through
the Lenses of Peace and Justice: 9 am to 5 pm; Fredrick Douglass Commu-
nity Association; Lunch, coffee, snacks provided: 419-530-2552 or info@i-
i-p-e.org

August 8

Shelter in a Storm 3rd Annual Fellowship Festival at old Warren School
grounds — Franklin and Woodruff: Noon to 7:30 pm; Entertainers include
Darius Coleman and Boys of Harmony: 419-270-2261 or 419-244-7458
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Counterpoint: Why Keith Burris Got It Right

By Fletcher Word

Sojourner’s Truth Editor

You can read the entire article by our es-
teemed guest columnist and not know what
Keith Burris of The Blade wrote about the
Judge C. Allen McConnell affair — an af-
fair that has now become national news.

Burris wrote: “No judge has a right to
opt out on his responsibilities because of
personal beliefs. No judge can selectively
pick and choose the laws he wishes to en-
force.”

Now, Burris wrote a bunch of other stuff
about the inconvenience to the gay couple
that Judge McConnell declined to marry,
and the judge’s lack of courtesy in not in-
forming them himself and the impact of
the recent Supreme Court ruling on black
churches.

None of those side issues really matter.
The issue at hand is the law and, it ap-
pears, our esteemed guest columnist and
the judge in question, both officers of the
court, have forgotten about the importance
of the law.

Some years ago, The Truth interviewed
a judge about how he approached issues
and circumstances on the bench that might
bring personal issues into play — “You
have to detach yourself,” he said of his
obligation to remove personal consider-
ations from the process in order to adhere
to the law.

Keith Burris, on that matter, was 100
percent spot on — “No judge sits upon
the bench to enforce his personal convic-
tions,” wrote The Blade columnist. Who
among us can take issue with that?

Apparently our esteemed guest colum-
nist can take issue with that and he ref-
erences the utterly indefensible Scott v.
Sandford decision that the U.S. Supreme
Court handed down in 1857 holding that
African Americans, whether enslaved or
free, could not be American citizens and
therefore had no standing to sue in federal
court.

It was a dreadful decision, a painful de-
cision. But if one wants to use it as an ex-
ample of why judicial “nullification” and
“interposition” should be condoned — to
borrow two of Dr. King’s famous words —

one uses the Scott decision mistakenly.

The Scott decision, to contradict our es-
teemed columnist whose grasp of history
is shaky at best, was not the law of the
land for 100 years. It was the law of the
land for barely nine years. The ruling was
superseded by the 14th Amendment of the
Constitution in 1866 and had been, in fact,
moot for years once the Civil War started
in 1861.

The McConnell decision to judicially
nullify the Supreme Court Obergefell rul-
ing is comparable to what generations of
southern judges and governors did after
the passage and ratification of the 14th
Amendment when they decided not to rec-
ognize the equal rights the amendment
granted to African Americans and ulti-
mately to all citizens, even gay citizens as
Justice Kennedy wrote two weeks ago.

I also have to take issue with our es-
teemed columnist’s opinion that because
this country was “ostensibly” (his choice
of word) founded on Christian principles,
those Christian principles must guide a
judge’s decision about whether or not to
follow the law. “Ostensibly” being the op-
erative word in his continued misreading
of history.

Many of this nation’s founding fathers
were Christians but they also recognized
the danger presented to citizens by gov-
ernments dominated by religious fanatics
operating in the name of Christianity. I'm
sure our esteemed columnist, being such a
student of history, remembers the Chris-
tian fanatics who decreed that adulterous
women should be drowned, witches should
be burned at the stake and Jews should be
expelled from their countries, to name a
few of the excesses of the times.

I’'m sure he remembers the Christians
who decided that slavery was part of their
tradition and that the Bible approved of
the slavery of those of darker skin, who
were, of course, less than human. That’s
an integral, if not particularly endearing,
part of the Christian tradition.

Our founding fathers, mindful of these
excesses, determined that this should be

a nation of laws, not of religious zealot-
ry (see the 1st Amendment) and that laws
should be passed by a representative body,
approved by an executive and, when nec-
essary, adjudged to be within the param-
eters of constitutional limits. They also
decided that these three functions should
be performed by three separate branches
of the government, thereby placing addi-
tional safeguards — checks and balances
— on the rights of individuals.

The result of this remarkable constitu-
tion is that, in spite of the passage of some
very bad laws over time and, occasionally,
remarkably bad Supreme Court rulings,
most of the time, as a nation, we get it
right when it comes to enacting and re-
viewing laws.

The question isn’t whether we, as a de-
mocracy, will occasionally enact bad laws.
The question is: do we have the democrat-
ic mechanisms in place to correct what
we get wrong. That’s exactly what those
framers constructed.

Most of our problems, the strife we ex-
perience as a nation, occur when we don’t
follow the law.

What’s more, I know our esteemed guest
columnist, an attorney himself, also has to
believe that the High Court gets it right,
sometimes after far too long a wait — see
Plessy v. Ferguson and Brown v. School
Board — far more often than not, or else
he wouldn’t have taken on a calling that
might otherwise lead to such utter frustra-
tion time after time again. I also believe
that to be so because he cited only one bad
decision in his column even if he had no
understanding of its historical context.

I do take issue with Burris on one point
and that is when he suggests that this is-
sue of accepting gay marriage is a black
church problem. In fact, it is a church is-
sue — black, white or brown. So far the
Unitarians and Episcopalians have stepped
forward to say that they will recognize
and perform gay marriages. Baptists and
the Catholic Church, at the other end of

... continued on page 4

CALLING ALL DANCERS!
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August 16th 6-Bpm at the
Maumee Indoor Theater
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Tolliver... continued from page 2

News flash to Burris!: Guess what. Bailiffs many, many times de-
liver news to the attorneys about what the judge may have said about
a case or a pre-trial issue or a court ruling or a new court date. Rou-
tine...routine...routine.

But for issue hunting Keith Burris, it boiled his blood that the judge
did not grovel at their feet and profusely apologize for his absence.
Hey Keith! Get over it! They were not harmed or damaged. They were
not chaffing at the bit for this particular judge to marry them. Any
judge would do.

And as for the judge’s comment that he would agree to perform “tra-
ditional marriages”...guess what Keith, same sex couples who marry
are not traditional since the original concept of marriage never had
them included in its definition.

Now, I know that such a statement is tough for Keith Burris to swal-
low but he will get over it and realize that simply because someone
says white is now black and black is now white, that does not make it
right or logical or moral.

Finally, Keith Burris uses the old tried and true chestnut of saying
that in the past, courts ruled against blacks marrying whites and visa
versa and this same sex marriage issue is of like kin.

Totally wrong. People cannot change their ethnic background or ra-
cial history but those who raise claims to be gay due to reasons of
birth are without merit.

Not proven. Just urban legend and a voluntary acceptance of a non-
traditional lifestyle that hotly demands equal acceptance. A marriage
of a heterosexual couple and a same sex couple are worlds apart in
design and function and purpose.

So, in closing, sorry Keith Burris, but your feigned umbrage at
Judge McConnell falls flat. It must have been a slow news day for
you to waste pen and ink on this attack.

Contact Lafe Tolliver at Tolliver @Juno.com

Counterpoint... continued from page 3

the spectrum, will accept such marriages ... wait for it ... when

hell freezes over.

The main issue here and now, however, is the decision by
Judge McConnell to flout the law of the land. On numerous
occasions, this honorable man, and indeed he is a very honor-
able man, has taken an oath to uphold the law of the land, to
uphold the Constitution of the United States.

The Supreme Court of the United States has ruled that equal
protection under the law extends to gay couples who seek to
marry, to live in dignity and to have access to the same protec-
tions under the law that straight couples enjoy. Like it or not,
it is the law of the land. And judges who run for office prom-
ising voters that they will uphold the law of the land, have
absolutely no discretion when it comes to applying the law of
the land. This is the oath they have taken. This is the bargain
they strike with voters.

Years ago, in 2002, The Truth interviewed a judge and asked
him about the issue of working through whatever personal is-
sues he might have when he was sitting on the bench. Said
Judge McConnell then: “You have to detach yourself.”

Well said, Judge. Very well said!

African Art Has Arrived!!

Hundreds of wood carvings from Ghana have recently arrived at
The Truth Gallery — masks, statues, village scenes!
All at unbelievably low prices!

See more art online at
www.thetruthtoledo.com

The Truth Gallery
1811 Adams Street
419-242-7650
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Toledo Fair Housing Center Applauds Regulation
Compelling Communities to Expand Opportunity

HUD Rule Strengthens Fair Housing Enforcement

Special to The Truth

Substantial progress in fair housing enforcement was achieved yesterday
through a regulation issued by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD). The regulation provides guidance to jurisdictions
in complying with their existing obligations to affirmatively further fair
housing (AFFH), a key provision of the 1968 Fair Housing Act. Designed
to overcome historic patterns of segregation and high concentrations of
poverty, the AFFH rule calls for the development of policies that elimi-
nate barriers to fair housing and promote diverse communities.

Michael Marsh, president/CEO of Toledo Fair Housing Center, issued
the following statement in response to this announcement:

“This is an important step forward in ensuring everyone has access to
live where they choose to live. Your zip code determines your access

to education, employment, and other vital elements. Expanding access
to housing opportunities means connecting individuals with the greater
network of resources available in the community, thereby increasing their
potential for success.

“This is not a new rule; it has been the law for more than 40 years. Enti-
ties that accept federal funding have a responsibility to protect fair hous-
ing and expand opportunity for all. Now HUD is providing the data and
tools necessary to assist communities in making development decisions
that support fairness and equity. Regions that embrace diversity experi-
ence considerable economic benefits, and Toledo Fair Housing Center
plays a vital role in shaping a more inclusive and prosperous commu-
nity.”

A Public Forum on Urban Revitalization

Special to The Truth

A community dialogue and public forum on urban revitaliza-
tion through the lenses of peace and justice will be hosted by
thePeace Education Initiative of the Judith Herb College of Educa-
tion at The University of Toledo in partnership with more than 30
area community, governmental, faith-based and grassroots organi-
zations.

This event will bring together local citizens, formal and non-
formal educators, representatives of community and government
agencies, local and regional non-profits and community service
providers, faith based groups and educational and urban policy
makers to dialogue on the possibilities of pursuing urban revital-
ization in Toledo and the surrounding region through the lenses of
social, economic and ecological justice.

Make your voice heard and be a part of the solution!

By participating you will help shape the conversation and pro-
mote positive strategies and actions on how we approach urban
revitalization in Toledo and the surrounding region. The forum
will explore the following:

* Botox & Dysport

* Cosmetic Fillers

* Anti-Aging Products & Peels
* Acne & Rosacea Treatment
* Hyperpigmentation

* Pediatric Dermatology

* Mole Removal

* Annual Skin Cancer Exams

erfect Skin Begins with HOPE!'|

DERMATOLOGY
900 West South Boundary, BLDG 9A
Perrysburg, OH 43551
419-872-HOPE (4673)

www.mitchellderm.com
info@mitchellderm.com

Hope Mitchell, M.D.
NOW OFFERING COOLSCULPTING-Call today for your consultation!

Social Justice: How can we build and revitalize our communities
while assuring the dignity of every citizen?

Economic Justice: How can we assure economic opportunities
exist for all? How do we build local, sustainable economies?

... continued on page 12

DIXIE

DIXIE CARS DIV. DIXIE AUTO LEASING INC

5876 N. DETROITAVE. TOLEDO. OHIO 43612

419-476-8678

OFF LEASE - 4 DOOR SEDANS

$2,500

THIRTY DAY WARRANTY

| &%m Mf

Every Sundavs at 5:30 p.m.

et's FELLOWSHIP 1ogel Acts 2id2
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Half a Century of Help with Medicare

Social Security Column
By Phil Walton, Social Security Manager in Toledo, OH

Guest Column

On July 30, 1965, President Lyndon B. Johnson signed Medicare into
law with these words: “No longer will older Americans be denied the
healing miracle of modern medicine. No longer will illness crush and
destroy the savings that they have so carefully put away over a lifetime.”
For 50 years, the Medicare program has provided essential health care
services for millions of people who are age 65 or older, disabled, or have
debilitating diseases. Without Medicare, many people would not be able
to pay for hospital care, doctor’s visits, medical tests, preventive ser-
vices, or prescription drugs.

Your Medicare card is the most important piece of identification you
own as a Medicare beneficiary since medical providers will request it
when you seek their services. If you need to replace a lost, stolen, or
damaged Medicare card, you can do it online with a my Social Security
account at www.socialsecurity.gov/myaccount. Requesting a replacement
card through my Social Security is safe, convenient, and easy. Going on-
line saves you a trip to your local Social Security office or unproductive
time on the phone. Request your replacement Medicare card the easy
and convenient way — online — and you’ll get it in the same amount
of time as you would if you applied in an office or over the phone — in
about 30 days.

[\

Toledo Urban
Federal Credit Union

Building Better Futures
1339 Dorr Street * Toledo, OH 43607 * www.toledourban.com
OUR SERVICES:

24 hr. Automated Voice sAuto Loans New/Used  sHome Repair Loans  sNotary Service
Serviee sPersonal Loans «Payroll Deductions *ATM/Debit Card
#Credit Counseling sFirst Mortgage Loans  «Visa Credit Card sOverdraft Protection
sShare Accounts *Tuition Loans *Payday Loans *Western Union
#Certificates of Deposits (CD's) sShare Secured Loans  «Home Equity Loans *Prepaid Master
sVacation / Christmas Clubs  »Signature Loans #IRS VITA Program Card

sChecking Accounts Site sBill Payment Center

LOANS! LOANS! LOANS!
CALL TODAY 419.255.8876

L)L

For NATURAL girls and women of ALL ages
to be featured in the JULY issue of the
Truth's Soulcial Scene!

This year's color is your choice but must be
BIG, BOLD & BRIGHT!

Wear it loud and wear it proud! Bring your
SMILE and personal STYLE!

July 25t at the
Toledo Museum of Art, 11:00AM
(Rain date August 1)

Please RSVP on The Soulcial Scene Facebook page or
comment below if you plan on attending and hey,
SPREAD THE WORD!

Be sure to check The Soulcial Scene page for updates!

Fifty years ago, Medicare didn’t have as many options as it does today.
As the largest public health program in the United States, Medicare in-
cludes four parts to keep you covered:

e Part A is insurance that covers inpatient hospital stays, outpatient care
in nursing facilities, hospice, and home health care.

e Part B includes medical insurance for doctor’s services, medical sup-
plies, outpatient care, and preventive services.

e Part C is a Medicare advantage plan that allows you to choose your
health care coverage through a provider organization. You must have Part
A and Part B to enroll in Part C. This plan usually includes Medicare
prescription drug coverage and may include extra benefits and services at
an additional cost.

e Part D is prescription drug coverage. There is a separate monthly pre-
mium for this plan; however, people with low resources and income may
qualify for the Extra Help with Medicare prescription drug costs from
Social Security. Visit www.socialsecurity.gov/prescriptionhelp to see if
you qualify.

A recent survey to Medicare beneficiaries asked: Why do you love
Medicare? One person stated, “It gives peace of mind not only for seniors,
but for veterans and disabled as well.” Another satisfied recipient replied,
“I most likely wouldn’t be alive today without Medicare.” These are just
two of the millions who endorse Medicare’s half-century strong success
story. For more information about Medicare, visit www.medicare.gov. As
Medicare celebrates 50 years, Social Security commemorates 80 years.
Learn more about Social Security’s 80th anniversary at www.socialsecu-
rity.gov/80thanniversary.

‘African (¥ ati

iIE ™ IFPE BA

Only 20 minutes west of
Cedar Point!

1-800-521-2660

™ Drive-Thru Safar

b Fudﬂmmmlsnndnr\ieyfmshm

E Afrlcarl Safarl W‘ldllfe Park
$3.00 fo Off $49 95 Carload
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Thinking of Buying a Home? What to Know

Now

Special to The Truth

Better employment prospects, rising home
values and historically low mortgage rates
are driving improvements in housing mar-
kets across the country. If these facts are
tempting you to take the plunge, you’re not
alone.

Keep in mind, buying a home is a major
commitment and shouldn’t be undertaken
without careful consideration, say experts.

“While homeownership is often referred
to as the ‘American Dream’ for good reason,
it isn’t necessarily everyone’s right move,”
says Freddie Mac Senior Vice President and
Head of Single-Family Sales and Relation-
ship Management, Christina Boyle.

Understanding the pros and cons of hom-
eownership can help you make a wise deci-
sion. For potential home buyers, Boyle of-
fers the following insights:

Ownership Pros

From paint colors to major remodeling
projects, one of the best parts of ownership
is having a place that is uniquely yours to
customize.

Consider the financial benefits, as well.
At tax time, you may be able to deduct the
interest on your mortgage and property tax-
es, offsetting a portion of the cost of owner-
ship.

Stability is another major draw. With
fixed-rate mortgages, your monthly princi-
pal and interest payments will stay the same
for the entire period of the loan. This will
make it easier to plan and budget over time,
as opposed to renting, where rates are large-
ly beyond your control. Furthermore, creat-
ing equity for the future will help provide
stability and security for your family.

African Ameri-
can Festival —
Sunday’s
Admission
Price $5.00

Please take notice, there is a change in Sun-
day’s admission price for the 11th Annual Af-
rican American Festival. Due to a lack of suf-
ficient sponsorship the previously advertised
“Free Sunday” is being corrected to reflect new
admission prices. Please note that the prices are
lower than former years. The newly reduced
prices for Sunday, July 19th only are:

Children under the age of 12 are
FREE

Youth ages 12 — 18 are $2/person
Adults ages 19 and Over are $5/person

Ownership Cons

Being your own landlord makes you responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of your
property. Budget for maintenance costs -- from little fixes to such major, costly issues as
roof replacement and water pipe repair.

Other home-related costs to keep in mind include utilities, homeowner association dues,
homeowner insurance premiums and property taxes. Just like with your rent, your mort-
gage and utilities should be paid on time. This will help you maintain good credit and
is essential if you want to borrow again in the future for home renovations, new cars or
student loans.

Self-Assessment

An honest self-assessment can help you determine if buying a home is right for you. Do
you have a reliable income, good credit and documentation to verify your savings? Do
you have the money required for home maintenance and a cash reserve that can withstand
a loss of job, illness or other financial setback?

Freddie Mac recommends that potential buyers be able to afford at least three-percent of
the down payment and related closing costs. Also, evaluate your life plans. Are you plan-
ning on staying in your home for at least five years?

Crunch the Numbers

Free online tools can help you get down to brass tacks. For a rent vs. buy calculator, a
tax savings calculator, as well as tips, videos and tutorials needed to make well informed
decisions, check out “My Home,” at MyHome.FreddieMac.com, a one-stop reference de-
signed to help people become smarter homebuyers, homeowners or renters.

Before taking any major plunge, get informed. An honest appraisal of the facts and fig-
ures can ensure a sounder financial future.

Courtesy StatePoint
B ‘

enough to know
you by name.

enough to offer the
products you need.

First Federal Bank is more than a money manager. When you

open a checking account, you get access to mobile banking, mobile
deposit and other products to make banking easier. You'll also find
smiling faces, neighborly advice and exceptional service.

It's these people-powered principles that set First Federal Bank
apart. Whether you're opening your first account or closing

an offer on the home of your dreams, we're investing in your
neighborhood,one transaction at a time.

After all, we're better together.

Reginald Temple
Business Community
Development

FIRST FEDERAL

B ANK

Eetier trgethen.

417 W. Dussel Dr., Maumee 419-794-5000
1077 Louisiana Ave., Perrysburg 419-872-8326
3426 Navarre Ave., Oregon 419-690-8326

Crystal Jordan
Business Community
Development

First Federal Bank proudly welcomes
Reginald Temple and Crystal Jordan
to our Business Development team!

First-Fed.com

MEMBER

@ FDIC
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Entrepreneurship — Who Should You Partner

with or Hire? - Part 111

By Karl. A. Parker, PE., MBA Board Chairman, Parker Family of Businesses
The Truth Contributor

In the previous articles, Part I and Part II, I discussed how my father, Edward Parker Sr.,
operated in the informal underground economy with the many businesses that he owned and
operated, and how my oldest brother, Edward Parker, Jr. launched his first business with the
similar philosophy- Parker & Carter Home Improvement. Parker & Carter Home Improve-
ment failed when internal family strife emerged and basically destroyed the business.

Consolidated Electrical Contractors and Engineers (CECE), a collection of family and
friends, specifically my uncles Chuck and Willie, my sister Sandra, my brother Edward and
my brother-in-law Louis, was then founded. The company was located on Elm St in North
Toledo.

The company was focused on residential and small commercial electrical construction. This
is when I launched my official electrical career as an apprentice electrician in 1978. (I actually
have a copy of the card.)

The company grew rapidly, won contracts to install electrical systems for churches, stores
and large residential complexes. This growth was fueled with family and friends. However,
my brother’s appetite for growth and the company’s success required additional personnel.

So CECE launched a Department of Labor-approved electrical apprenticeship program to
train electricians primarily from the central city to join our company. Several of these indi-
viduals were close friends or family.

However, even with the apprenticeship program, our human capital strategy could not keep
up with the growth. Additionally, a lurking figure would emerge from the shadows who would
eventually doom CECE.

Recall when I discuss in Part I, a family business requires trust and loyalty. My family was
adamant that you surround yourself with family and friends, people you can trust. This was
because when times are difficult or issues emerge, most family and friends focus on the suc-

B
Your Success
Storts Here.

We can help prepare you for the next step.

OWENS COMMUNITY COLLEGE

b4

STARTING FUTURES SINCE 1965
1965-20/5

O

OWENS

COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Fall classes begin August 24.
Apply Today! » owens.edu

@ EVULU‘F'HJN A
The H-FaylThe HIFactorJa ow

$2 DRINK SPECIALS (until 8pm) ¢ Caribbean Cuisine

88.3FM - SAT 2-6 pm * SUN 4-8 pm

6pm - 12 midnight * 519 N. Reynolds Rd. * Toledo The University of Toledo radio station - WXUT

Karl Parker

cess of the enterprise and circle the wagons.

CECE was fortunate enough to win two ma-
jor contracts around the same time. One, the
remodeling of Ravine Park Village, an LMHA
housing complex located on the East side of
Toledo, and a water treatment facility in Del-
phos, Ohio.

Additionally, CECE had won contracts with
Central Lagrange Library, Ohio Bell Substa-
tion and the Coast Guard. These were large
projects that required additional electrical
construction personnel. CECE’s human capi-
tal strategy just could not keep up.

The growth and success also attracted the
attention of the local contracting community
and the International Brotherhood of Elec-
trical Wworkers (this is the lurking figure I
was referring to). Members of IBEW began
to picket and protest at Ravine Park Village.
They also threatened similar activity at the
water plant in Delphos, Ohio. The leaders of
CECE resisted as long as they could.

Eventually, the pressure and the political
strife associated with this (because the local
IBEW dominates the political scene), com-
pelled the CECE leadership team to cave in
and become signatory to the union in 1980.
This was game-changing for the business. It
violated the fundamental principles set forth

... continued on page 12

YA HIPHOP"
FAc*r

94.9fm « SUNDAY MORNINGS -« 6-8am
Jazz'in Up The BEAT
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LMHA Reveals Plant To Grow Community
Garden at Glendale Terrace

Special to The Truth

Lucas Metropolitan Housing Authority revealed its Plant To Grow Com-
munity Garden at Glendale Terrace, 3200 Glendale Ave, last Wednesday,
July 8.

During the months of April and May, LMHA began its multi-site clean
up and planting phase in order to launch the Plant To Grow Community
Gardens — designated to provide access to fresh produce, plants and flow-
ers, and to educate residents about good nutrition and healthy eating. With
the creation of this unique program, the goal is to instill neighborhood
pride, a sense of community, economic development and a deeper respect
and love for the environment.

LMHA'’s Plant To Grow Community Gardens are located at three LMHA
sites: Flory Gardens, 3425 Nebraska Ave., Robert Dorrell Manor, 5836
Southwyck Blvd. and Glendale Terrace.

Maintenance of the gardens will continue throughout the summer and
early fall by participating LMHA senior residents and community partners
including ABC Healthcare and Toledo GROS Toledo Botanical Garden.

Participating residents from all three garden sites were invited to Glen-
dale Terrace last week and were encouraged to continue their involvement
with the community gardens.

“Plant To Grow Community Gardens is just another extension of our
overall initiative, Well2Unity! to constantly provide opportunities for our
residents for an enhanced quality of life,” said Linnie Willis, executive
director of LMHA. “We strongly encourage all of the residents to take
full advantage of the programs and services of the new Well2Unity! initia-
tive.”

For more information on LMHA’s Plant To Grow Community Gardens,
contact Aaron Cooper, director of Asset Management at 419-259-9520.

Caring expertly.
For every heart.

l"'r MERCY

Caring together. MERCYHEALTH

This is what we were meant to do. Mercy has the area’s leading reputation in
cardiac care, with highly experienced cardiac and vascular teams, and chest pain
emergency centers throughout Northwest Ohio.! And now, the heart care you have
come to trust from St. Vincent is available at the Mercy Heart & Vascular Center

at St. Anne. With additional cardiac care at St. Charles, Mercy Children’s, Mercy
Defiance, Mercy Tiffin and Mercy Willard, we are caring for more hearts in

communities across the region. Find expert care at mercyweb.org/heart

A Catholic healthcare ministry serving Ohio and Kentucky
Cincinnati | Irvine | Lima | Lorain | Paducah | Springfield | Toledo | Youngstown

'SG Research and Consulting, 2015
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First Federal Bank Hires Business Development
Officers Crystal Jordan and Reginald Temple

Special To The Truth

First Federal Bank is pleased to announce that Crystal Jor-
dan and Reginald Temple have been hired as business devel-
opment officers. They will be responsible for attracting new
clients and maximizing relationships with current customers.

Crystal Jordan has an extensive background in commercial
and personal banking as well as real estate and title insurance.
She was awarded the 2014 Toledo Board of Realtors Affiliate
of the year. “First Federal puts a huge emphasis on commu-
nity involvement. I look forward to promoting this philoso-
phy within the Toledo market,” said Jordan. She is an active
member of the community and serves as the chairman for the
LPGA Marathon Classic Tournament, is a member of the Citi-
zens Patrol for Sylvania Township, and a volunteer for Ladies
of the Old West End “Tour De Noel”. Jordan can be reached
at 417 W. Dussel Dr., Maumee, OH or by calling (419) 794-
5018.

Reginald Temple has been in the banking industry for over
15 years and was awarded the 2012 Toledo Branch NAACP
Emerging Young Community Leader Award and the 2012
Emerging Leader African American Legacy Project of North-
west Ohio. A graduate of The University of Toledo, Temple
is a member the Toledo Chapter of the NAACP, Prince Hall
Free and Accepted Masons Amazon Lodge #4, Xi Tau Chapter
of The Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc., and is a Certified Ohio
High School Athletic Association (OHSAA) Football and Bas-
ketball official. He can be reached at his office at 417 W.
Dussel Dr., Maumee, OH or by calling (419) 794-5017.

Hosedby:  Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union

The 14th Amnual ATPICEAN American
Prayer Breakfast
FRIDAY, JULY 17,2015 @ 8- 10AM
RUBY'S KH'CHEN
4933 Dorr ST.~ TOLEDO, OH 43615

TICKETS $10 AVAILABLE AT TOLEDO URBAN FCU
1339 DORR STREET * 419.255.8876

ﬁnmwm%..

Reginald Temple

Rhoda Adams-Allen

Mayor Paula
Hicks-Hudson

/;c-\_' SAT 8:00 AM - SUN NOON -VOD
Buckeye CableSystem

THE GLASS CITY GRIND

Mike Baumgartner Pastor Sheila Early

WAKE UP WITH CHERYL, LISA & CHARLIE
"TOLEDO'S FAVORITE TALK SHOW"

Sister Virginia Welsh

Brittany Smith

Wwﬁ'.ihegIasscitygrind.com”
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Proceeds of Golf Tournament to Help
Provide Meals, Groceries and Clothing to

People in Need

Special to The Truth

Helping Hands of St. Louis will host its 12th Annual Golf Tour-
nament 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, August 1, at Bedford Hills Golf
Club, 6400 Jackman Rd., Temperance, Mich.

Proceeds will benefit Helping Hands of St. Louis, a min-
istry of Catholic Charities Diocese of Toledo. Each month,
Helping Hands provides an average of 5,900 meals and 240
grocery bags and assists an average of 430 people with free
clothing.

The golf tournament will be a four-person scramble. In-
dividuals are welcome, and teams will be made as needed.
The entry fee includes 18 holes of golf, golf cart, hot dog at
the turn, beverage tickets and a chicken and New York strip
steak dinner at the completion of play. The event includes a

money hole and raffles, and the winning team will be recog-
nized on a trophy displayed at Helping Hands.

Sponsors include Ondrus Hardware, Byrne Paint Company
and Exchange Club of Greater Maumee Bay.

Early bird registration is $80 per person if received by Sat-
urday, July 18. The registration fee from July 19-25 is $90
per person. To register or for more information, please con-
tact Sue Shrewsbery at 419-691-0613419-691-0613, ext. 1.

Catholic Charities serves people of all faiths in the Dio-
cese of Toledo by providing food, shelter, prescription and
emergency rent assistance as well as adoption services, jail
and prison ministries and guardianship services to the elderly.

Entrepreneurship... continued from page 8

by my father, which means trying to keep fam-
ily and friends in charge of crucial components
of the business.

As contractors who are signatory to the union,
you no longer control your workforce. For ex-
ample, when you need an employee, you are
sent whomever was at the top of this long list of
electricians who were members of the union.

Back then, unfortunately, CECE would con-
tinually receive commercial and industrial
electricians who did not know anything about
installing residential systems, which included
ROMEX and Wire Mold, or perform simple

Daisy's Fashions

A

fashions -
lways in f

Women'

ere price
hion

7 Eastg

419-725-7804

®

Better Care Lawn & Snow
Removal Services L.L.C.

“Serving Toledo and Surrounding Areas”

« Commercial/Residential Free Estimates
« Senior Citizen Discounts
« Insured and Bonded
* Landscaping
P.O. Box 351744, Toledo, Ohio 43615
Phone: 419-917-6440 « Fax: 419-754-3953
www.bettercarelawnservice.com

Auto
Leasing
Toledo, OH

DIXIE

5880 N. Detroit
Month to Month Leasing

419-476-8674

WEARE AFULL
SERVICE
BUSINESS

e

electrical circuit tie-ins. As a result, the labor
cost and even material costs of the Ravine proj-
ect spiraled out of control, which threatened the
viability of CECE.

Additionally, CECE received employees for
the Delphos water plant who lacked the com-
mitment to the business. As a matter of fact,
the eventual “foreman” for the Delphos project
whom CECE received from the union led to the
downfall of CECE. (One of the CECE leaders
had to assume leadership of the Coast Guard

project therefore they had to ‘trust’ the union-
provided foreman.)

This decision to step outside of the family and
friends human capital strategy was the impe-
tus for internal leadership strife and eventually
caused the demise of CECE.

Ed. Note: To be continued in Part IV - Entre-
preneurship — Who should you partner with or
hire? Parts 1 and 2 of this series can be found
online — www.thetruthtoledo.com — in issues
May 20 and June 17, respectively.

Revitalization... continued from page 5

Ecological Justice: How can “greening”
our communities make all our lives better?
Why is it important to act locally and think
globally?

Peace Education: How can we work to-
gether in making our communities less vio-
lent? How do we empower our neighbors to
take action?

Program

The day will feature an introductory
World Café dialogue, panels, concurrent
workshops, and networking and community
building opportunities led by representa-
tives from the Toledo and surrounding com-

Midwest Dental & Dental Definition
3 Locations to serve you
2915 Lagrange - Phone 419-244-1691 4
240 W. Alexis - Phone 419-475-5450
5350 Airport Hwy - 419-382-8888

‘We accept every insurance including Medicaid

munities as well as by international guests.
Hopes & Goals

e learn from and contribute to the discus-
sion on urban revitalization and the achieve-
ment of social and ecological justice in To-
ledo, Detroit and the surrounding region

¢ Empower citizens as change agents,
helping them to nurture safe, healthy and
sustainable local communities

e contribute directly to efforts of urban re-
vitalization through formal and non-formal
educational strategies

e develop consensus and identify frame-
works for theoretical understanding of is-
sues

e identify best educational practices
through which urban revitalization and jus-
tice can be pursued

e share and disseminate findings for ap-
plication by others

e develop local, regional, national and in-
ternational partnerships with like-minded
organizations

BE YOUR OWN BOSS!

Drive an ice cream truck this season!

Must be over 25 and have
a good driving record

Call weekdays Noon to 3
419-865-7655

THE C. BROWN FUNERAL
HOME, INC
A

1629 Nebraska Avenue, 43607
419-255-7682

A BETTER BUSINESS
BUREAU ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

START WITH TRUSTsm
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Spectacle: The Astonishing Life of Ota Benga
By Pamela Newkirk

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
The Truth Contributor
The animals look a little rest- At the very end of the Monkey
less. c. 2015 House, past the chimps and ba-
e of baing watched. They rstad orangatan penned. with 3 ~105
or tired of being watched. They -
seem angry. Observing these $25.99/831.99 Canada pound, four-foot eleven-inch choc-
creatures caged, it’s easy to be- 299 pages olate-colored” man that Hornaday
claimed was a cannibal and that he

lieve that wild animals shouldn’t
be penned like this — and in the
new book Spectacle: The Astonishing Life
of Ota Benga by Pamela Newkirk, neither
should humans.

When visitors arrived at the New York Zoo-
logical Gardens in the Bronx on September 6,
1906, they were probably there for more than
just the “sunny and warm” day. Chief curator
William Temple Hornaday knew that, and he
stood at the gates, directing people to what he
claimed was his “best attraction yet.”

knew as Ota Benga.

What he didn’t know, exactly, was how Ben-
ga got from Africa to America...

Samuel Phillips Verner had once hoped for
recognition as a scientist and explorer, first
traveling to Africa as a missionary, then as a
hired acquirer of artifacts. Known as some-
what of an expert on “pygmies,” Verner had
procured several young Africans and brought
them to America. Rumor had it that he’d “gone
insane.”

e AN EXPLOSIVE, HEARTBREAKING BOOLK.”
—JAMES MCBRIDE, BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF
THE GOOD LORD BIRD

PECTACLE

PAMELA NEWIKIRIK

Author Pamela Newkirk courtesy Joe Henson

Whatever it was that drove Verner, he often
created stories to fit the moment. He said that
Benga asked to come to America. He claimed
he’d saved Benga’s life in the Congo, which is
possible because of atrocities being committed
on behalf of King Leopold of Belgium. For a
fee, he offered to leave Benga with Hornaday,
and said he’d return shortly.

Instead, Verner appeared to have dumped
Benga there, and fled.

Within days of Benga’s appearance in the
cage, local ministers demanded his freedom,
and they hired a lawyer. At first despondent
(his appearance at the Zoological Gardens
wasn’t his first experience), Benga became
combative with handlers. Hornaday was forced
to turn him over to Brooklyn Howard Colored
Orphanage.

For the first time in years, Benga was free...

But was he? Author Pamela Newkirk leaves
readers hanging, not on purpose but by neces-
sity because “... the true story will probably
never be known.”

What is true, though, is that this is one shock-
ing account; my hand flew to my mouth in as-
tonishment by the time I was on page eight of
Spectacle, then it got more intriguing:

while Benga is the obvious focus of the book,
his story is told more through his capturers,
his handlers, and his helpers. Indeed, Newkirk
introduces us to shady characters, as well as
many good people, and she does it with a sense
of the times in which things occurred. Then
she’ll squeeze your heart dry with an ending
that... ouch.

This book may take a little getting used to.
It’s loaded with early20th-century national
and world history, and you’ll need to call forth
everything you learned about that time — but
I think it’s worth it. Five minutes with this
book, and you’ll know that Spectacle is a well-
penned work.

*o3aph * + .8

gaslsed
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Child Care .
Footprints Day Care and
Pre-School,
3215 Lagrange Street, Toledo,
OH 43608,
419-242-9110
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House(s) For Rent.
Two Bedroom
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PARTIAL HOSPITALIZATION
THERAPIST

GENESIS PARTIAL
HOSPITALIZATION PROGRAM

Unison is seeking a Clinical Therapist for
the Genesis Outpatient Partial Hospital-
ization Program. Primary duties include
coordinating and completing diagnostic as-
sessments and providing ongoing engage-
ment and follow up. The individual will also
provide group therapy for PHP groups on
“as needed” basis.

Position is based at Woodruff site. Master’s
degree and current Ohio licensure as an
LISW or LPCC required. Experience work-
ing with SPMI population preferred.

Send resume or apply to:

Unison Behavioral Health Group, Inc.
Human Resources - PHTH
2310 Jefferson Ave.

Toledo, OH 43604
Website: unisonbhg.org
Fax: 419-936-7574

EOE

PSYCHIATRIC-MENTAL HEALTH
ADVANCE PRACTICE
REGISTERED NURSE

FULL-TIME

Opportunities available for Psychiatric-Mental
Health Advance Practice Nurses with prescrip-
tive authority to provide direct services to cli-
ents and prescribe psychotropic medications.
Duties include conducting psychiatric/medi-
cation evaluations, prescribing medications
with follow-up medication management and
reviews, and ongoing treatment for clients.

Applicants must be comfortable working in
a community mental health center, have
two years of relevant professional experi-
ence to include previous clinical experi-
ence with demonstrated leadership ability.

Master’s of Science in Nursing, certificate of
authority, certificate to prescribe, DEA regis-
tration and excellent interpersonal communi-
cation skills including proficiency in computer
required. Current certification as a Psychiat-
ric-Mental Health Advanced Practice Nurse
(PMHCNS-BC or PMHNP-BC) is required.

Send resume or apply to:

Unison Behavioral Health Group, Inc.
Human Resources - APRN
2310 Jefferson Ave.

Toledo, OH 43604
Website: unisonbhg.org
Fax: 419-936-7574

EOE

Notice to Bidders: Inquiry # FY16-04,
(Project # 1130-15-981) for Mechanical
System Improvements for the University
of Toledo. Sealed bids for this project must
be clearly marked with the project num-
ber on all inner and outer envelopes and/
or shipping containers. Bids must be ad-
dressed and delivered to the University of
Toledo, Facilities and Construction, Plant
Operations, Room 1100, 2925 E. Rocket
Drive, MS 216, Toledo, Ohio 43606 be-
fore 2:00 p.m., Tuesday, July 28, 2015.
Bids will be publicly opened that same
day at 2:05 p.m. in the Plant Operations
Building, Room 1000. Copies of Plans,
Specifications, and Bid Forms may be
obtained from Becker Impressions, 4646
Angola Road, Toledo, Ohio 43615. Call
419-385-5303 for an appointment to pick
up bid package. A cost of $75.00 will be
charged per set. Any further information
may be obtained from John Koss of De-
sign Engineers & Consulting Associates
at 419-891-0022. One Pre-Bid Confer-
ence will be held on Tuesday, July 21,
2015 at 10:00 a.m. in the Plant Opera-
tions Building, Room 1000, at the Univer-
sity of Toledo, 2925 E. Rocket Drive, To-
ledo, OH 43606. Total Bid Guaranty and
Contract Bond are required per section
153.54 of the Ohio Revised Code. EDGE
Participation Goal: 12.5%. Project Esti-
mate: $1,290,000.00; Breakdown: HVAC:
$1,240,000.00; Electrical:  $50,000.00.

HOUSE FOR SALE

1434 Lincoln Avenue
3 bedrooms and a basement
Great for starter home or for rental
property

$13,000
419-902-2168

ADVANCE PRACTICE
REGISTERED NURSE -
FAMILY PRACTICE

Full-time (would consider part-time) opportu-

nities available for Advance Practice Reg-
istered Nurses specializing in the Family
Practice area with prescriptive authority to
provide diagnosis, treatment, coordination
of care and preventive services to adults,
adolescents and children with a men-
tal illness or substance abuse diagnosis.

Applicants must be comfortable working in
a community mental health center, have
two years of relevant professional experi-
ence to include previous clinical experi-
ence with demonstrated leadership ability.

Current Advance Practice licensure including
a RN - Certificate of Authority and Certificate
to Prescribe in Ohio and DEA registration.
Current certification as a Family Practice
Clinical Nurse Specialist or Family Practice
Clinical Nurse Practitioner is required. Excel-
lent interpersonal communication skills and
proficiency in computer use and experience
working with an electronic health record and
electronic prescribing software are essential.

Send resume or apply to:

Unison Behavioral Health Group, Inc.
Human Resources - APRN
2310 Jefferson Ave.

Toledo, OH 43604
Website: unisonbhg.org
Fax: 419-936-7574

EOE

CARE MANAGER
FULL-TIME

Accountable for overall care management

and care coordination of the consumer’s

care plan, including physical health, be-

havioral health and social service needs

and goals. May provide health home ser-
vices as needed.

Must be licensed in Ohio as an LISW,
LSW, PCC, PC or RN. Prior experience
as a care manager preferred.

Send resume or apply to:

Unison Behavioral Health Group, Inc.
Human Resources - CM
2310 Jefferson Ave
Toledo, OH 43604
Fax: 419-936-7574
website: unisonbhg.org

EOCE

Clinical Therapist- Children
and Family Programs
Full-time (Multiple
Positions Available)

Unison is seeking experienced therapists
to provide services to children with severe
mental and emotional disorders in various
schools and other community sites. Work
may include providing services in an early
intervention and partial hospitalization
programs. Duties will include completing
diagnostic assessments, developing/coor-
dinating treatment plans, providing indi-
vidual crisis management, group therapy,
advocacy, and outreach.

Qualified candidates must possess a
Bachelor’s degree, Ohio license as a LSW
and a minimum of two years’ experience
working with children with mental health
issues. Master’s Degree and Ohio Li-
cense as LSW, LISW, LPC or LPCC pre-
ferred.

Send resume or apply to:

Human Resources -CT
Unison Behavioral Health Group, Inc.
2310 Jefferson Ave.

Toledo, OH 43604
Fax: 419-936-7574
Website: unisonbhg.org
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Second Baptist Church’s Fourth Annual

Walk-A-Thon

Sojourner’s Truth Staff

COMMUNITY

DINNER

HOSTED BY WINTERFIELD VENTURE ACADEMY

WEDNESDAY
JULY 22 ¢ JULY 29 ¢« AUGUST 5
5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

FAMILY MOVIE AT 7 p.m.
©0e 00

GAMES ¢ PRIZES * OPEN GYM
ENROLLMENT INFORMATION

LOCATION
305 Wenz Road ¢ Toledo, OH 43615
419-531-3285

- WINTERFIELD
VENTURE ACADEMY

2nd Baptist Walkers Lorraine Smith and First Lady Debra Boose

Second Baptist
Church held its fourth

annual Walk-A-Thon
| on Saturday, July 11
t | at Secor Park. The an-

nual event, which was
the brainchild of Lor-
raine Smith, a mem-
ber of the congrega-
tion, was developed
to promote a healthy
life style and to raise
funds for the “New
Vision,” the church’s
building fund.

The annual event
has been blessed over
the past four years to
enjoy good weather
and increasing par-
ticipation, result-
ing in much-needed
exercise and better
health practices.

As a result of the
walk-a-thon, the
church’s  Wellness
Ministry was cre-
ated. The two enti-
ties work together
to foster good eat-
ing habits and moni-
toring one’s health
problems. A focus on
educating members
of the church and
the community on
such practices was
demonstrated during
a recent health fair
held at the Second
Baptist Annex Hall
on Irwin Road.

The organizing
committee thanked
the following com-
munity ~ companies
for their support:
Gordon Food Ser-
vices, Krogers, The
Andersons and Wal-
mart.

Committee mem-
bers are Lorraine
Smith, Varetta Glov-
er, Lorraine Bart-
ley, Debra Johnson,
Christine Shumpert
and Lee Smith.

Second Baptist ser-
vices, under the di-
rection of Pastor Jer-
ry L. Boose, D.Div,
are currently held at
the Spencer Town-
ship  Neighborhood
Center located at 330
Oak Terrace Blvd in
Holland, OH.



