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Racial Imperatives for
Public Schools

By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, D.Min.

There is a strange kind of enigma associated with the
problem of racism. No one, or almost no one, wishes to see
themselves as racist, still, racism persists, real and tena-
cious. — Albert Memmi, Racism

Just when we are most tempted to accept the notion of
post-racial emancipation it seems as if some blatant, vulgar
and overt manifestation of the disease slaps us back into
racial reality in order to remind us of just how little progress
we have actually made.

Accusations of racial slurs, verbal abuse and racially
insensitive practice methods were made against Whitmer
High School basketball coach Bruce Smith by several of his
players and their parents as reported in the August 1,2010
edition of The Blade.

“I’'mnotaracist, but....”

Smith, who denies being a racist or having any racial
intent in his comments or behavior, has been defended
publicly by approximately 100 rallying supporters and others, including black ex-players and
colleagues. Yet, despite being referred to as “a lynch mob,” a multi-racial contingent of
parents remains steadfast in confronting the leadership of this racially changing school
district concerning the allegations.

Despite denials and the attempt to minimalize the situation, the allegations of calling the
black players “monkeys”is notjust simply amatter of extreme locker-room language. Neither
isthe division of players into competing groups of black against white players for drills merely
the residue of a fiery competitiveness or of “poor judgment.”

Instead it is a frightful reminder that “unjustifiable beliefs about and behaviors towards
members of certain ethnic groups” still exist. The fact that the controversy took place in the
contextofschool—an institution, in the words of Asa Hilliard I11, “where the hearts and minds
of children are shaped and controlled” and which has been “dominated too long by the
attitudes, beliefs, and value system of one race and class of people” demands our close
scrutiny and suggests a possible leading role for education in challenging the ruinous
disease of racism.

If we are to accept the inevitability of our growing diversity and defeat racism in its
conscious and unconscious forms, then teachers and educational leadership represent the
linchpin to change and transformation of the attitudes and lives of students and young
people.

How canthe educational system serve as ameans of defeating rather than fostering racism
and at the same time become an empowering influence in the lives of minority students?

The following represents a few necessary imperatives:

1. Counter the myths of inferiority.

Children, vulnerable to the violent attacks on the intelligence, morals and motivation of
people who look like them, often internalize negative societal views and thus are in need of
reframing of their personhood. These negative myths must be countered by embracing
academic achievement and celebrating black giftedness and intellectual challenge rather
than reinforcing misguided limitations expressed by stereotypes and through a lack of
respect of black culture.

In addition, the attitudes toward children by their teachers or coaches affect what they
believe about themselves (and what others believe about them), therefore the manner of
talking to them is important particularly when their culture is such that of African-Americans
— often ignored, misrepresented or denigrated.

2. White parents and individuals must play the race card.

A contingent (large if possible) of white antiracists must challenge and confront racism
from within and join black and other minority parents or individuals in the struggle as was
done in the Whitmer incident.

Every stereotype and every issue associated with racism must be critically confronted,
investigated and discussed. It is not enough to merely deny one’s own personal bias but
racisminall ofits ugly forms must be called outand aggressively challenged by black, white
and brown together as in the Civil Rights movement and an active commitment to ending the
practices and ideology of white privilege jointly developed and implemented.

3. Legitimate school leadership leads the way

Studies indicate that many people, including school leadership are “reluctant to acknowl-
edge that racism occurred in their schools (and that those who did acknowledge it) tended
to emphasize its insignificant nature” (Ryan, 2003). Scholar Nado Aveling (2007) quoting
Anzaldua, states: “Racism is the word nobody likes. Whites, who don’t want to confront
racism and who don’t name themselves recoil in horror from it, shun it like the plague. To
mention the word in their company disrupts their comfortable complacency, is a slippery
subject and evades confrontation yet overshadows every aspect of our lives.”

Yetas Hilliard states, racism’s “benign neglecthas allowed the momentum of institutional
racism to accelerate to the point of overt expressions involving totally unacceptable
behaviors and actions.” The late educational scholar/genius further advocates the need for
school board policies such as Ferndale Michigan’s Human Dignity Policy which “will not
tolerate behavior by students or staff which insults, degrades, or stereotyps any race,
gender, handicap, physical condition, ethnic group or religion. Staff members offending this
policy will be disciplined and appropriate consequences taken as specified....”

Where policies and interventions to challenge bias, racism, and discrimination are clearly
stated and strictly enforced by a school district, white and minority groups are not only more
likely to be characterized by harmony and mutual respect, but also by “genuine educational
equity and a lack of institutional racism.”

Racism presents a call to arms that challenges the problems confronting contemporary
education and its effect upon the lives of minority children. It is also an accurate appraisal
of the “character of our society, the quality of our civilization, and our prospects for the
future.”

Contact Rev. Donald Perryman, D.Min., at drdlperryman@centerothopebaptist.org

Community Calendar

June 21-August 20
Feed the Children Program: Majestic Praise Ministries; Free lunch—Monday through
Friday; 11amto 1:30 pm

August 20-21

ScottHS Class of 1965 45" Reunion: Ramada Inn Secor: 419-535-1226,419-266-0330,
419-535-1925,419-535-9567,419-350-4080

Dorr/Secor Neighborhood Facebook “Reconnect: 2010:” Reunion for everyone who
attended Ryder, McTigue, Byrnedale junior high schools and Rogers and Bowsher
senior high schools; Park Inn Hotel: 419-255 8876 or Facebook and join the Dorr/Secor
Neighborhood

August 21

Alpha Kappa Alpha’s Showcase of the Arts: “Searching for the Stars;” Monroe
Street Neighborhood Center; 1 pm

God of Our City Group: “Praise in Promenade Park;” 10 am to 9 pm: 419-868-5949

Walls Memorial Chapel Free School Supplies and Clothes Giveaway: Noon to 3 pm
orwhilesupplies last: 419-215-1464

2" Annual Sacred Strings Showcase/Hall of Fame Ceremony: Presented by Del Grace
and Sacred Strings Records; 3 pm: Toledo Hilton/Dana Conference Center; Special
guests The Campbell Brothers: 419-243-0564

St. Paul MBC Annual Rainbow Tea: L’ Ambiance Banquet Hall; 2 to 5 pm

Third Baptist Church (Holland) Summer musical; 6 pm

ProMedica Health Fair: Free informational health fair about bloodless medicine and
surgery; Guest speakers Dr. Michael Moront, cardiothoracic surgeon, and Dr. Sanjiv
Bais, general surgeon; Toledo Hospital Educational Center; 1 to 5 pm: 419-824-1222

August 22

St. Stephen’s C.O.G.1.C. Family and Friends Day: 4 pm; Pastor Tony Thomas

Second Annual 5K Walk/Run for Kids Sake: Benefit for Big Brothers Big Sisters of
NW Ohio; Ottawa Park; Registration at 8:30 am: 419-243-4600 ext 14

Ebenezer Baptist Church 68" Anniversary: 11 amand 4 pm: 419-242-2581

Macedonia Church 98" Anniversary Celebration: 4 pm service with guests Pastor
Talmadge Thomas and Mt. Zion Church

August 23

Third Baptist Church (Holland) Annual Back to School Fun Day: 1 to 4 pm; Food, fun
and school supplies; Hair cuts, health screenings by ProMedica, Head Start registra-
tions

August 27-29
Holy Spirit Apostolic Church Holy Ghost Explosion 2010: 7 pm; Picnic and games on
Saturday; Sunday worship at 12:30 pm

August 28
Northwest Ohio AIDS Walk: International Park; 8 qmregistration: 419-244-9444 or
www.arcohio.dojiggy.com

August 29
Back to School-A-Bration: Presented by Sisters Helping Everyone; Walbridge Park;
3 to 8 pm; Clowns, face painting, music

September 14
CASA Information Meeting: Reynolds Corner Branch Library; 7 to 8 pm

September 18

St. Mark’s MBC Pre-Women’s Day Shoe and Fashion show: 11:30 am to 2:30 pm;
“Walking in Unison with God;” Speaker Sis Karen Waddles of Chicago’s Zion Hill
Church:419-266-1291
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Hey...Whatever Happened To...?

By Lafe Tolliver, Esq
Guest Column

Ever been in that idle mo-
ment of thinking when a ran-
dom thought pops into your
head and you say “yeah, what
ever happened to that
7777777 . or
to ”?

Well, I have been hav-
ing those zingers and maybe
you can help me out and ex-
plainortell me whathappened
or how something happened
or where someone’s thinking
is because it sure escapes me!

(1)Forinstance, has Mayor
Bell hired any black males to
helpreignandrule withhimon
the “Command Floor?” I got

to thinking about that when [
remembered that Keith
Wilkowski wasthe Democratic
heir apparent to the mayor’s
office. However, when Bell
came back to Toledo after a
long absence and ran for
mayor, black folks, especially
in the “central city,” deserted
the Democratic choice, played
the so-called race card and
voted in Michael Bell.

Iwould think that as thanks
fortheir loyalty, Michael Bell
would have some black males
in his coterie of power bro-
kers.Butno...itisallMike. . .all
thetime.

So much for paying back
your political favors and
thanking your core voters.

Will someone please tell
Mike thatifhe brings on some
black males to “rule theroost”
with him that he will not lose
the white vote ifhe runs again.
White voters will tolerate
Mayor Bell to have more than
one black male exercising
power on the command floor.

(2) Ldonot want to throw a
wet blanket on the
townhouses at Dorr and

Smead but will someone
pleasetellme what fifth grader
drew up that site design?

If the steps don’t kill you
walking up, then if youmiss a
step and come careening
down the stairs into the street
and are hit by a TARTA bus,
who will pay for your medical
care and long-term therapy?

1 went by there to see if T
could park aregularsize carin

as quiet as a mouse walking
on cotton! So many local
events have transpired: Jef-
frey Turner’s taser death, the
shooting of Linda Hicks, Jim
Crow high school athletic
league being formed, draco-
nian school cutbacks, closing
of Libbey High, Scott High
being merged into the old
DeVilbiss High School build-
ing, economic depression in

of the NAACP used to mean
something and they used to
do something.

Now, they are a shadow of
the past. The local branch is
one of the oldest branches in
the country and used to have
a stellar record of achieve-
ment in many categories.

Ifthe NAACPboard s that
stagnant and apparently sat-
isfied, then disgruntled mem-

Bewarned. Beon your guard and discernment
tospot any false teachers and prophets who may
come in sheep’s clothing but are wolves.

the alleyway that leads to the
miniature garages and I could
not do so.

Talsoenvisioned myselfin
the postage-sized back yard
reading the newspaper and [
was in a fishbowl with the
other three yards and with no
privacy whatsoever.

Itis going to be atough job
to sell those units.

(3) What has happened to
the local NAACP? They are

Nation

he was a Christian.

people of being terrorists.

America Is Not a Christian

In his book, White Like Me, Tim Wise writes: “White Privilege means that one’s
individual act does not carry with it the weight of the whole white race.” He’s right.

When Timothy McViegh blew up the Murrah building in Oklahoma City on April 19,

1995, killing 168 people and wounding 680 others, nobody accused all white people of being
terrorists. And nobody would have objected to a church being built near the site because

When 36 year old, Eric Rudolph, the Olympic Bomber, who blew up several abortion
clinics, was caught, convicted and sentenced to life in prison, nobody suspected all white

There have been atleast 129 acts of terrorism committed by whites in America in the last

20 years. Among them was Ted Kaczinski, the famous Unabomber who terrorized the
country for 18 years, killing and maiming dozens of people. May other white terrorists were
“Fundamentalist Christians,” as were members of the Klu Klux Klan. However, nobody
claimed they did it because they were “Christians.”

‘When Bernard Madoff stole more than 50 billion dollars from unsuspecting investors,
in the greatest Ponzi scheme in American history, nobody called him a “Jewish swindler”
or suspected all Jews of being swindlers.

On the contrary, when 19 young men, 15 of whom were Saudi Arabians, commandeered
twoair planes and flew them into the Twin Towers inNew York on September 11,2001, killing
nearly 3,000 people, including Muslims, they were constantly referred to as “Islamic
Fundamentalists.”

Now, 10 years later, when one of the world’s fastest growing religions proposes to build
amosque and community center near the site of the 911 attacks, self-serving politicians and
groups like the Jewish Anti-defamation League are objecting.

But this is America, and the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution says, “Congress
shall make no laws prohibiting the free expression of Religion.”

New York’s Mayor Bloomberg said, “The proposed Mosque and community center is
as important a test of separation of church and state as we may see in our lifetime.” And
President Obama added, “This is America and our commitment to religious freedom must
be unshakeable”

Thisisnota“Christian nation.” This is America. And we are a multi-racial, multi-cultural

and multi-religious society.

Floyd Rose
Valdosta, GA

central city, lack of voter reg-
istration drives, lack of in-
volvement in minority hiring
inrecent $680 million school
rebuilding projects and the list
goes on and on.

Now, they are not solely
liable to play Superman and
solve all ills, but they have
been noticeably absent from
any social or legal frays.

Without being dramatic,
the local branch of the
NAACP is for all purposes
defunct and is clueless as to
what to do and how to do it.

Tragic. Because the name

P& N

TOQLEDO

inledoroonng

bersneedtoevict currentlead-
ership and restart the engine
of the local branch.

(4) It is summertime and
going on into the fall and that
canmeanalotofchurchreviv-
alsand guest speakers com-
ing into the local churches.

Be warned. Be on your
guardand discernment to spot
any false teachers and proph-
ets who may come in sheep’s
clothing but are wolves. You
will know them by their fruits
and their doctrines.

Pay particular attention to
any flim-flamartist who seem-

ingly mouthsalotof scripture
but in essence, they are not
saying anything but only to
impress you so that you will
give a big offering under the
false doctrine of that

“Name It..Claim It!” gos-
pel.

You know. They speak
with beguiling lips and use
smooth words to wow you
but when you take time to
slowly examine what was said,
itwas empty gibberish devoid
of authentic content.

When you go to these
“managed events,” putahand
over your pocket or purse and
do not fall for the guilt trip of
being suckered in anyone’s
$100dollar or $500 line under
the pretense that God is going
to bless you. Translation:
“Dem bucks is going to my
own pocket.”

Remember: Testall things
and do not let anyone mer-
chandise you with $19.95
anointing oil or $25.00 T-shirts
or useless tapes/CD’s for
$29.95 that speak about “your
destiny” or “your best life
now!”

Contact Lafe Tolliver at
tolliver@juno.com

Quite possibly the cutest thing in the world.
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Penn National, Area Leaders Celebrate Casino
Groundbreaking

By Fletcher Word
Sojourner’s Truth Editor
“There are those water-
shed moments that change
the landscape ofa community
— this is one of those mo-
ments,” said Jerry Anderson,
WTOL —11 news anchor, last
Thursday, August 12 as he
opened the groundbreaking
ceremony for the Hollywood
Casino Toledo scheduled to
open in the first half of 2012.
The community’s love, as
represented on Thursday by
the comments of Anderson
and a variety of area leaders,
was definitely notunrequited.
“T'have never seen the co-
operation that we have gotten
from the people in this area,”
said Tim Wilmott, president

and chiefoperating officer for
Penn National Gaming.

And those were hardly the
only outpourings of affection
on a day which brought out

Tim Wilmatt
and Mayor,
Mike Bell

several hundred elected offi-
cials and community leaders
to the site on the Maumee
where Ohio’s very firstcasino
will open in under two years.
“This is a great day,” said
Toledo Mayor Mike Bell dur-
ing his time on the podium.
“Penn National is demonstrat-
ing what we can do first in the
City of Toledo. It’s easy for
peopletobe critical —we have
to change the culture and we
have to change that attitude.
If we do that, we can have
more projects like this here in
northwest Ohio.”
Afterremarks by Wilmott,
Belland Lucas County Board
of Commissioners Pete
Gerken, the mayoraccepted a

check from Penn National in
the amount of $1,038,613 as
reimbursement for utility im-
provements and street repairs
the city has already made at
the site.

According to Penn Na-
tional officials, the casino will
generate approximately $25.3
million in annual tax revenue
for the City of Toledo, Lucas
County and area school dis-
tricts.

As the construction of the
facility gets underway, it is
estimated that2,100 construc-
tion jobs will be created over
the short-term two-year pe-
riodand 1,200 permanentjobs
will be added to the local
economy. The company has
pledged to hire atleast 90 per-
cent of its workforce from
northwest Ohio.

“Thisisreally the first day
and if you listen very, very
clearly, youwill hearthat suck-
ing sound of business start-
ing to come back from De-
troit,” said Wilmott to an ap-
preciative audience.

Among the many thanks
that Wilmottextended was one
to former Mayor Carty
Finkbeiner. “He was the first
mayor in the state of Ohio to

A /TN

Looking for a New Home?

Hawve Questions about Financing ?
Come see homes located throughout
the ity ready for purchase or lease

The City of Toledos
s
Fifthh Third Bank

invites you lo....

THE BIG SALE!

NMeighborhood

Stabilization Program

(One Stop Shop)

Topesaloy, Aangdanst L4, SOTI (G-

Toabieclas Lapas Counnty Main Library
Vo Master Conlar

FES Michigan, Dawalown Toledaos - 419,259, 5207

_—

FurTH THIRG BANE

—

Talk fe Builders, Financing,
Housing and Credit Experts
Light Refreshments available
ipod and Gift Card Drawings
Free Parking

Apo atiend an opee houke ol 1144 Nebosing A, on WP Behobdfofed Propety
Food prosigaed by "Po Mo” Uve Rodio Romale by Tower 78

Magrnl 24, 2010 4 pm - B pm

say ‘I want this here in To-
ledo, ” recalled Wilmott.

The Toledo Hollywood
Casino will be modeled on
existing Penn National facili-
ties in Pennsylvania, West
Virginia, Maine, Louisiana
and Indiana.

The 290,000-square-foot
development with structured
parking will offer approxi-
mately 2,000 slot machines, 60
table games, a poker room,
food and beverage amenities
and an entertainment lounge.

Afterremarksandthecheck
ceremony, various groups of

officials posed for the tradi-
tional groundbreaking pho-
tos with Penn National.
Alsopresentat Thursday’s
event were Eric Schippers,
Penn National vice president,
public affairs, and Andy
Douglass, formerjustice of the
Ohio Supreme Court.
Schippers and Douglass
formed a partnership in 2009
in an effort to promote pas-
sage of the state-wide levy
that will enable the construc-
tionof four casinos inthe state.

—

IErie ?Ilippet&_,_ l”'ilmott,

yDouglas,

Penn National officials.and Toledo City
Council members

D&D Productions
Presents
The Sensational Bentley’s
of Louisville, Kentucky
alsoincluding
Twilight Gospel Singers & Goospel All Stars
Queens of Harmony
and Boggie Ribs
Sunday, August 29, 2010-5pm sharp
St. Stephen’s Church of God in Christ
5509 Dorr Street

WEARE A FUILL
SERWICE
BUSINESS

DIXIE

5880 M. Dol
Month to Month Leasing

419-476-8674

Adts
Lensing
Toleds, OH
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Buddhist Monks and the Festival of India in the Glass City

By Monique Ward
Special to The Truth

The City of Toledo was
home to Tibetan Buddhist
monks for six days in Au-
gust.

On Friday, August 13,
Integration Yoga Studio
hosted a program exploring
the meaning and technique
ofancient Tibetan customs.

The event was inter-
preted by Jangchub
Chopel, a man who left his
normal American lifein Cali-
fornia to become an or-
dained Buddhist monk. He
spoke for the seven monks
on the tour who spoke little
or no English. Chopel pro-
vided a brief explanation of
the Tibetan Buddhist cul-
ture in a way that the audi-
ence could relate and un-
derstand.

Sojourner’s Truth Staff’

Edu-Camp Academy
Blends Traditional Summer
Activities

Odes Roberts, Betty
Amison, Mattie McAlister

il

The Grace Community
Center has been in the com-
munity service business for
41 yearsbutit’snevertoo late
to learn how to bring added
value to the mission of en-
hancing youngsters’ educa-
tional and cultural experi-
ences.

For the last two years, in-
stead of holding separate
campandsummerschool pro-
grams, the Center has intro-
ducedthe Summer Edu-Camp
Programto theneighborhood
itserves in the Old West End
and its theme of “The Art of
Learning” — blending learn-
ing with healthy leisure ac-
tivities.

The Edu-Camp program
is an eight-week course for
kindergartnerstoeighth grad-
ers that enables students to
study mathandlanguagearts
while also participating in
gainful leisureactivities, with
aparticular focus on the arts.

“Edu-Camp” is a combi-
nation of education and arts
where we will have an older

groupatthe Collingwood Arts
Center working on dance, arts
and music,” says artist Odes
Roberts. “Lots of kids have
not been exposed to the arts at
all”

On the academic side, the
goalis tomove the students up
a grade level or two, says
Mattie McAlister, the Center’s
educational coordinator. The
students are pre-tested at the
start of the summer “to dis-
cover what they need to focus
on.” Based on the test results,
the summer faculty can then
design their curriculum with
the children’s needs in mind,
she says.

The culmination of this
year’sarts’ side of the program
wasaneventheldlastFriday at
4p.m. atthe Collingwood Arts
Centertitled“The Evolution of
Our Music.”

The performance took the
audience from African drums,
expressing African folk tradi-
tions through to gospel, blues,
jazz, rthythm and blues and,
finally, hip-hip music styles.

The production staff in-
cluded Grace summerinterns
and the performance itself
featured the summer stu-
dents of all ages.

Inorder to bring the Edu-
Camp to life, says Betty
Amison, long-time director
ofthe Grace Community Cen-
ter, it was necessary to em-
ploy the services of a num-
berofpartnerssuchas Bowl-
ing Green State University,
the Collingwood Arts Cen-
ter, Lucas County Feeds Chil-
dren, Harbor Behavioral,
Fulton Alternative School
andPositive Choices,among
others.

“Our ability is to reach
out to those who have been
programmersandmakethem
part of our effort,” says
Amison.

Some of those groups
conducted sessions for the
students in their fields of ex-
pertise and brought profes-
sionals to the school to con-
ductclasses and workshops.

After the discussion, the
monks performed some of
their sacred chants, which
Chopel informed the crowd,
are normally 18 hours long.
They also played instru-

ments native to their home-
land which most of their
American audience had
never seen before.

Chopel also explained
that since many of the mon-
asteries in Tibet were de-
stroyed during Chinese in-
vasion the monks now re-
side intemples built in their
adopted homeland of India.

The following day the
Hindu Temple of Toledo
and Heritage Hall of To-
ledo presented Jai Ho! Fes-

tival of India . The event
was free for all attendees
and held at the Tam-O-
Shanter Center in Sylvania.
From 2 to 11 p.m. partici-
pants were able to enjoy
music, movies, fashion and
dance inspired by the Hindu
culture and Bollywood.
They could also purchase
food, jewelry and clothing
from vendors who pre-
sented samples of Indian
wares.
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Coming Soon!
| Old West End Day Care Center II
| 539 Broadway |

OLD WEST END DAY CARE CENTER

2700 Monroe Street
419.244.8431

We Come
We Learn
We Grow

*Now Accepting
Infants * Toddlers
Pre-schooler's & School Age
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The Truth

Faithful Finances
Tips from Ohio Treasurer Kevin L. Boyce

Guest Column

As your state Treasurer, I
amencouragingthe faith com-
munities of Ohio to get in-
volved and promote finan-
cial literacy atthe local level.
The Treasury’s Faithful Fi-
nance Partnership will offer
regional financial education
trainings to local religious
and community leaders.

My administration is com-
mitted to making financial lit-
eracy a priority. The Trea-
sury has launched several
initiatives to help individuals
make more informed, confi-
dent financial decisions for
themselves and their families.
My office offers a variety of
programs and workshops for
all age groups that are ready
to be delivered.

The Faithful Finance Part-
nership is presented by the
Ohio Treasury and a host of
statewide faith-based orga-
nizations to stand in the gap
with faith-based and commu-
nity leaders as they meet the

WISHES

financial education needs of
Ohioans.

When Ohioans struggle
to make ends meet they have
increasingly turned to local
faith and community groups
forpersonal finance guidance
and assistance. The Treasury
is responding to this need by
enabling leaders to educate
individuals on financial lit-
eracy to help a greater num-
ber of Ohioans gain control
of their finances. My office,
through the Faithful Finance
Partnership, can support lo-
cal organizations by provid-
ing personal finance
trainings, as well as informa-
tion on free resources and
ongoing program develop-
ment.

I have selected 10 Ohio
cities to host free regional
trainings for community and
faith leaders who would like
to support this educational
mission. The series will kick-
off in Dayton on August 31
and run through October 19.

Ifyou would like more in-
formation on these programs
orto find outhow you can get
involved, contact Clarissa
Kornellat(614)359-6858 or
clarissa.kornell@tos.ohio.gov.
Tolearnmore about the Faith-
ful Finance Partnership and
to register for regional
trainings please visit:
Wwww.tos.ohio.gov.

I believe that economic
recovery starts in the homes

of Ohioans with individuals
making smartmoney choices.
Please support our efforts to
empower Ohioans across the

state through financial edu-
cation.

The Faithful Finance Part-
nership is supported by the

Catholic Conference of Ohio,
Ohio Community Develop-
ment Corporations Associa-
tion, Ohio Council of

Churches, Ohio Jewish Com-
munities and Third Episco-
pal District of the AM.E
Church.

Toledo Waterways Initiative Nine
Years Later

Sojourner’s Truth Staff

In 2001, after a decade of
legal wrangling, the City of
Toledo settled a lawsuit filed
bythe U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) and
signedaconsentdecree agree-
ing to complete modifications
to its waste collection system.

The $550 million project,
The Toledo Waterways Initia-
tive (TWI), is well underway
now, some nine years after the
consent decree was signed.

The goal of the decree was
to reduce the combined sew-
age overflow and to eliminate
sanitary sewage overflow into
the Maumee River, says
George Robinson IT, commis-
sioner of the City of Toledo’s
Department of Public Utilities
Toledo Waterways Initiative.

For the first six to seven
years of the project, the focus
was on making improvements
to the Bay View Wastewater
Treatment Plant. Now the pro-
gramismovinginto the neigh-
borhoods, says Robinson.
That should be good news for
homeowners whose properties
are prone to flooding.

Although the TWI project
was not designed to specifi-
cally eliminate basementback-
ups, he says, because more
storage basins will be con-
structed, there will be more
capacity in the ground to re-
duce combined sewage and
that will be a plus for
homeowners as well.

The TWI project has long
been in the hands of program
manager Black & Veatch Cor-
poration, headquartered in
Kansas City, MO and chosen

AL

IN HOSPICE

because of the firm’s national
reputationas one of the largest
engineering/construction firms
in the world.

Not all of the work being
done onneighborhood streets,
however, is part of the TWI
project, says Robinson’s coun-
terpart,Robin L. Whitney, com-
missioner ofthe Departmentof
Public Utilities Division of En-
gineering Services. Whitney
oversees work that does in-
deed directly affect the flood
plane such as the Stormwater
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Utility Fund — a $4 million a
yearproject—which hastaken,
so far, 200 homes out of the
flood plane.

Homeowners whohavehad
such relief, says Whitney, can
expecttosaveabout$1,000 per
year on flood insurance.

As part of the commitment
to the City of Toledo, Black &
Veatch agreed that at least 90
percentofthe work onthe TWI
project be done locally with at
least 50 percent of the work
completed by local firms. Ad-
ditionally, the project has a
goal ofatleast 10 percentofthe
work going to minority firms.

In Phase I of the project,
according to Robinson, 13 to
14 percent of the work went to
minority business enterprises.
In Phase II, which began in
2008, 10.3 percenthas gone so
farto MBE’s.

Those firms include G.
Stephens, Inc., Northwest
Consultants, Inc., Rhodes &
Associates, Inc., Bebley En-
terprises. H. Davis and Sons,
Powell Trucking and Vision
Mechanical.

Still, says Robinson, he’s
not yet convinced that enough
MBE’sareatworkon TWI.He
intendsto push Black & Veatch
to bring more minority con-
tractors under the tent — con-
tractors that the program man-
agers “may not yet be aware
of,” he says.

That’s a detail Robinson
attributestoMayorMike Bell’s
oversight. Both Robinson and
Whitney are Bell appointees
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Investing in Africa

By Rubin Patterson, Ph.D
Guest Column

Africa is open for busi-
ness. In the future, when
Americans reach for their
checkbooks in response to
information they just heard
about Africa, it will be for
commercial investments
rather than for philanthropic
aid. The hugely successful
staging of the 2010 World
Cup in South Africa was a
fitting exclamation point on
a decade of sustained eco-
nomic and social transfor-
mation in Africa.

Due largely to “igno-
rance-exploited racism,”
many Americans harbor a
negative attitude toward
Africa. I say “Ignorance-
exploited racism” because
Americans have been fed a
steady stream of negative

images that comport with
racist stereotypes about
Africa. Charlayne Hunter-
Galt, a well-known Afri-
can-American journalist
who resides in both the
United States and South
Africa, refers to this steady
negative stream as the 4-
D’s: death, disease, disas-
ter and despair.

I was reminded a few
days after I had returned
from Africa last week just
how deep this ignorance-
exploited racism cuts.
When I was informing one
of Toledo’s economic and
political leaders about the
automotive production in-
dustry in South Africa, he
had an exceedingly diffi-
cult time believing that au-
tomobiles and their compo-
nents manufactured and as-
sembled in South African
factories were not just for
the local market, but are
instead exported to some
70 countries, including Ja-
pan, Australia, England, the
United States, Germany,
Belgium, and other Euro-
pean nations.

He looked totally
askance when I told him

that the Mercedes-Benz C-
Class sold in the United
States is assembled in South
Africa and that the plant
where the assembling oc-
curs won a platinum award
from JD Power and Asso-
ciates for producing ve-
hicles with the fewest de-
fects and malfunctions of
any plant in the world sup-
plying the U.S. market.

As for the World Cup, it
almost appears as though
the media were disappointed
to report that the World
Cup held in South Africa
was not only totally free of
incident but many also pro-
claim it to be one of the best
held — ever. Visitors who
attended and spectators
who watched were wowed
inobserving South Africans
having the panache to put
on a globally-riveted show
so competently and confi-
dently.

When I arrived in South
Africa about a week after
the Cup had concluded,
South Africans were still
basking in the glow of
knowing that they had suc-
ceeded in helping the world
to recalibrate its image of
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Africa, if ever so slightly.
Actually, T think the im-
age of Africa is in the early
stages of changing signifi-
cantly. I am old enough to
remember the media trans-
formations concerning the
images and narratives that
focused on India, China,
and other nations once the
US corporate community
saw positive recognition of
these countries as being in
its interest. Africa’s middle
class is bigger than India’s
and the foreign direct in-
vestment into Africa dwarfs
that which flows into India.
Between 2000 and 2008,
Africa had an annual eco-
nomic growth rate of ap-
proximately five percent.
Evenduring the global Great
Recession, Africa and Asia
were the only two regions
of the world that experi-
enced continued economic
growth while economies in
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other regions shrank.

This growth in Africa is
not just about economic ac-
tivity associated with send-
ing industrial minerals to
fuel China’s phenomenal
growth. Instead, the eco-
nomic transformation in
Africa is broad and deep,
occurring in telecom, bank-
ing, construction, transpor-
tation and retail, among
other sectors

Some analysts are say-
ing that Africa is about
where India was 10 tol5
years ago and where China
was 20 to 25 years ago —
those points in time when
these countries began to
transform themselves into
economic powerhouses.

The southern region of
Africa, the region I know
well and to which T am
partial, is poised for greater
socio-economic develop-

ment. A lot of research,
development, incubation
and commercialization of
renewable energy are oc-
curring down in southern
Africa. That region has
some of the world’s high-
est radiation levels, which
indicates a high quality of
sunlight for solar energy.
Here is a bit of sage in-
vestment advice: now is
the time to make invest-
ments in Africa. Do so now
before the image of Africa
undergoes a wholesale posi-
tive image. By that time,
you might be priced out.

Rubin Patterson, Ph.D.,
is professor of sociology
and the interim director of
Africana Studies at The Uni-
versity of Toledo
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Running a Successful Business — Surviving Through the
Hard Times

Nine Secrets to Running a Successful Business — Part 1

~ Francis I. Dumbuya, Ph.D.
Guest Column

One of the pitfalls that
entrepreneurs often fall
into is the inability to an-
ticipate the hard times.
Entrepreneurs are usually
optimistic and upbeat
about theirideas and busi-
nesses. Being optimistic
is a good attitude to have
foranyone in business, es-
pecially so, for persons
starting out. However, the

reality is that things do not
always work out the way
we anticipate them. There
are times when nothing
seems to go right; the times
when you are not able to
pay the bills, or the times
when sales are slow; or
you have to incur a mas-
sive recall of your prod-
uct. There are also those
times when customers,

especially large ones, do
notpay ontime. The ques-
tion is, “how do you keep
your business running?
How do you stay optimis-
tic and upbeat about the
success of your business?
It is hard to smile when
things aren’t going right.
Sometimes, challenges in
one’s personal life tend to
creep into the business,
and affect the way one
makes decisions. The flow
of your creative juices can
be impeded when your
personal life is not in or-
der. How to address the
issues of tough times in
your business is what this
section, “‘surviving through
the hard times,” is about.

So let’s start by exam-
ining the steps successful
businesspeople take when
things go wrong. When
basketball great, and suc-

cessful businessman,
Earvin “Magic” Johnson
tested positive for HIV,
everyone in the entire
United States thought that
it was the end of Johnson,
and that life after profes-
sional basketball was go-
ing to be hell. He was
forced to retire in 1991
after he broke the news
of his infection with the
AIDS virus to the media.
In fact, a few basketball
players refused to play
along with him. Most of
the players thought they
would contract AIDS
should they play on the
same court with Johnson.
However, to their credit,
some of those players’
fears were well founded.
Medical science has
shown that the AIDS vi-
rus can be transmitted
through blood or blood

transfusion.

Strategy #1: Confer
with Close Friends &
Family

Let’s examine justhow
Johnson handled this situ-
ation. How he was able to
overcome such tremen-
dous odds to not only be-
come part owner of his
former Lakers basketball
team, but to also become
one of the most success-
ful, respected and well-
liked basketball players
who went on to become a
successful entrepreneur
outside the court.

When Johnson was di-
agnosed with the HIV vi-
rus, his first reaction was
to brood and ponder over
what to do about this dev-
astating news. However,
he quickly regrouped and
realized that first and fore-

most, he must confer with
people he trusted, particu-
larly his family. In one of
his television appearances
on the subject of his af-
fliction, Johnson stated
that the role his family was
going to play would deter-
mine above all else, how
he was going to cope with
the situation. Inretrospect,
we can clearly see how
closely knit Johnson’s
family has become. His
wife Cookie and theirkids
have been there for him
all the way. His cadre of
friends, people that truly
care, has also grown be-
yond the basketball court.

Today, this 1979
NCAA Michigan State
basketball champion is
attempting to create yet
another legacy through his
growing business empire

(Continued on Page 9)
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Surviving
(Continued from Page 8)

under the umbrella of
Magic Johnson Enter-
prises (MJE). These busi-
nesses include Johnson
Development Corpora-
tion, Magic Johnson The-
aters, Magic Johnson All-
Star Camps, and Magic
Johnson Entertainment.
Most of these businesses
emphasize social respon-
sibility. Magic puts per-
sonal time and energy into
the Magic Johnson Foun-
dation, which helps inner-
city youth in the areas of
health and education. He
also lends a hand to orga-
nizations such as the Mus-
cular Dystrophy Associa-
tion, the American Heart
Association, and the Ur-
ban League.

What parallels can we
draw from Magic’s situa-
tion to the challenges that
entrepreneurs sometimes
have to face? Simple!
The lesson to learn is no
matter how big or small
the problem may be, one
should make every effort
to surround themselves
with people who can help
ease the pain. These are
the people whose comfort
and ideas we sometimes
need to make it to the next
level. In our search for
solutions, these are the
people who can provide
us with a fresh look and a
different perspective on
the problem. Therefore,
as you start your busi-
ness, you should have a

small cadre of friends or
admirers —people you can
count on for honest and
unbiased opinions, evenif
those opinions and advice
sometimes hurt your feel-
ings.

Personally, in addition
tomy family, T have friends
outside my business with
whom I regularly confer
as wellas confide in about
business matters. They
have extensive knowledge
about life and business-
related issues. But above
all, they are willing to share
their frank opinions on sub-
jects that I bring to them.
It is not that I accept ev-
ery one of their ideas, but
by sharing their perspec-
tives on important issues

Send your children to
Toledo Public Schools and

that come up in my busi-
ness, these individuals al-
low me to take a fresh
look at such issues. So
make sure your business
benefits from the exper-
tise your friends can bring,
because you will certainly
need such friends during
hard times in your busi-

ness.

Note: In next month’s
section on the economy,
we’ll review steps 2
through 9

© 2007 Dr. Francis 1.
Dumbuyald Authorof How
They Got There — Master-
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Cheap Money!

By Rodney Neely
Real Estate Contributor

The economic recovery
for America is in full swing
thanks to the policies and
strategies of President
Obamaand his team. The job-
less rates are decreasing and
the unemployment numbers
are improving week to week.
Nevertheless, we have along
road to travel here in north-
west Ohio.

Our unemployment num-
bers are getting worse with
noreal signs of a turnaround.
In real estate, we continue to
see poor consumer confi-
dence in new construction,
as well as no measurable de-
crease in the amount of hous-
ing inventory available. This

is largely due to the foreclo-
sure boom over the past five
years.

These homes have yet to
be absorbed by new home
buyers; moreover new fore-
closures continue toadd more
houses to an already sag-
ging market.

Thereisasilver lining for
the housing picture here in
Toledo and for other de-
pressed markets across the
country. The Federal Reserve
has lowered interest rates to
ahistoric low inanattempt to
inspire a rash of property
buying. The cost of money
tobuy ahome has neverbeen
cheaper.

If you are approved, you
could qualify for a 30-year
fixed-rate mortgage at 4.5
percent interest to buy a new
home. Personally, [don’tsee
rates ever being any better
than they are right now but I
could be wrong. They could
go even lower!

This means that if you
borrowed $100,000 dollars to
buy a house your payment
would be $450 bucks before
taxes and insurance are

added. Or a $200,000 dollar
home for $900 dollars per
month. This is an incredible
opportunity for investors,
homeowners and those who
have been renting to finally
have a stake in the American
dream, owning a home. Fi-
nally money is cheap enough
that even if you have mar-
ginal credit you can still buy
adecenthomeata fairpricein
this market.

The other upside is that
home values are depressed.
This means that you could
feasibly buy a home today
for $100,000 that could be
worth twice as much when
that real estate market turns
around.

Trust this — the market al-
ways turns around. It’s cycli-
cal, it has to rebound, that’s
the way capitalism works. Our
economy is basically builton
this boom and bust cycle
theory. If you buy enough
real estate at today’s cost,
you will be a millionaire at
some point in the “not so
distant” future.

Irecommend that each of
us look at opportunities to
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buy, buy, buy real estate. Not
foolishly, or without doing
the due diligence that I al-
ways suggest you do, but
cautiously and strategically
acquire what you can afford.
You won’t be sorry!
Although my crystal ball
is in the shop and I don’t
know the future, I anticipate
the market in our area will
rebound within two to three
years after Columbus, Cincy,
and other larger cities get on
track. Toledo appears to fol-

low this trend in most eco-
nomic situations. Unless we
have amajor employer move
into our area ora catastrophic
event that causes a major
change, we will probably con-
tinue on this very slow path
to recovery.

As you look at your per-
sonal financial picture and
the opportunities to take ad-
vantage of such cheap
money, remember to do your
homework. Hire qualified pro-
fessionals for guidance and

make sure you know what
you are getting into. In our
community right now we
have the power to take con-
trol of our financial futures
using this buying tool. I
strongly recommend we use
it!

Always remember that in
life success is the greatest
revenge....

Contact Rodney Neely at
Rodney(@gq3development.com

ASK YVON

By S. Yvon Harper, CEO
Focus on Finance, LLC

The Impact of the Dodd—
Frank Consumer Protection
Act

OnlJuly 21,2010, approxi-
mately 22 monthsafterthe first
U.S. bank bailout, President
Obama signed the Dodd-
Frank Wall Street Reformand
Consumer Protection Bill into
law. Are youwondering what
this legislation really has in
store for you? Let me assure
you as a consumer there is
plenty. The Dodd-Frank Billis
the most sweeping change to
financial regulation in the
United States since the Great
Depression.

The Dodd-Frank Act(H.R.
4173), named after Senator
Chris Doddand House Repre-
sentative Barney Frank, will
be a major stepping stone in
financial reform and protec-
tion for consumer rights. The
Actimpacts all federal finan-
cial regulatory agencies and
affects almost every aspect of
the nation’s financial services
industry. It also includes un-
der its umbrella how future
financial decisions will be
made by major corporations,
such as how CEO salary and
bonus packages are struc-
tured. The bill directly ad-
dresses President Obama’s
promise to end the “too big to
fail” mindset with regards to
major U.S. companies.

‘While the Dodd-Frank Bill
itself contains a total 0f 2,300
pages we won’t cover that
here. Instead let’s take a mo-
ment to focus on some of the
consumer provisions of this
legislation and provide a few
concerns that will impact con-
sumers moving into 2011 and
beyond.

Somekey provisions of this

legislation include:

Free Credit Scores

Consumers will have the
right to a copy of their credit
scoreifthey were turned down
for a loan, or if they were of-
fered arate other than the rate
that the lender gives its best
customers.

Concern: It does not make
itmandatory for credit report-
ing agencies (CRA), like
Experian, tomakeavailable for
purchase a consumer’s per-
sonal trade FICO score, which
is the one banks use to make
credit decisions. Instead
Experian and some other
CRA’sofferconsumersavan-
ity score with no real merit for
the consumer to base their
financial decisions.

Mortgage

Lenders willnotbeallowed
to pay mortgage brokers a
commission based on an in-
terest rate for a home loan to
remove the incentive formort-
gage brokers to put borrow-
ers into a high interest rate
loan. Prepayment penalties
will be limited or prohibited,
depending on the type of loan;
and before aloanisapproved,
lenders will be required to
determine if a borrower can
realistically can pay the mort-
gage payments, insurance and
property taxes.

Concern: That mortgage
loan processing and lending
will remain sluggish or even
worse become slower as the
criteria to enforce this provi-
sion of the Act is clarified.

Interchange Fees and Use
of Payment Cards

Stricter limits will be im-
posed on “Interchange Fees”,
which are the fees that banks
charge retailers when a cus-
tomer pays with a debit or
credit card, to impact debit
card purchases only.

Concern: Itisnotclear that
this will filter down to the ev-
ery day consumer. Especially
in controlling fees for using
your bank card at ATMs that
are out side the financial net-
work. In other words, will the
consumer bare the brunt of
new ways for the banks to

charge fees?

Loans

A newly-created federal
agency called the Bureau of
Consumer Financial Protec-
tion will have the authority to
regulate mortgages, credit
cards, payday lenders, check-
cashing companies and lend-
ers that provide private stu-
dent loans.

Concern: That with added
government oversightinsuch
abroad breath of financial af-
fairsitmayunknowingly elimi-
nate opportunities for con-
sumer choices in the free mar-
ket. Lets hope this isn’t the
case, but only time will tell.

The end result of the mea-
sures in the Dodd-Frank Act
to benefit consumer protec-
tion have yet to be proven,
butwill definitely be revisited
and clarified as time passes. If
you want to find out more
aboutall the provisions of the
Dodd-Frank Act a 16-page
summary is available for re-
view from the Committee on
Financial Services by going
to

financialservices.house.gov.

After your review of the
new Dodd-Frank Bill join in
the conversation with other
interested consumers at the
ficoforums.myfico.com. This
forum is specifically estab-
lished to allow for consumers
to raise concerns, get feed-
back and find out more on
how all new credit changes
and legislation willimpact you
in the new financial market-
place today and in the future.

©2010Ask Yvonisawrit-
tenby S. Yvon Harper for Fo-
cus on Finance, LLC -
(513)383-0427. All rights re-
served. Contact or questions
(@wwwFoousOnFinanceOnline.com
for help in getting personal
with finances. Listen online at
www.BlogTalkRadio.com/
YvonSpeaks. Readers are
strongly urged to consult with
aqualified legal ortax advisor
toanalyze your specific finan-
cial situation before applica-
tion of any advice from this
column.
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In the Shadow of Freedom by Tchicaya Missamou with
Travis Sentell

¢.2010, Atria

By Teri Schlichenmeyer
The Truth Contributor

Open wide, or close
up tight?

When it comes to bor-
ders, that’s a question
that divides countries,
states and even families.
It’s a question that might
seem answerable with
one word, either way, but
it’s really not. Like ev-
erything these days, it’s
complicated and conten-
tious.

And then, there are
the exceptions...

In the new book In
the Shadow of Freedom
by Tchicaya Missamou
with Travis Sentell,
you’ll read the story of
one immigrant and his
journey to the U.S., start-
ing with his childhood.

It was an idyllic grow-
ing-up: as a boy,
Tchicaya Missamou had
little to do than play with
his friends in the grass-
lands surrounding his
home in Brazzaville,

$15.00 / $19.99 Canada

IN THE
SHADOW

A HEROIC JOURMEY

LIMERATIGON

HMAMMODD,
MEB AaMERIGSH

with TRAVIS SENTELL

Congo. Naked and bare-
foot, “Tchic” and his
friends practiced hunt-
ing, fighting and other
little-boy games that chil-
dren play when they have
the freedom. He also
made a mundelé (white)
friend, the having of
which was a rarity be-
cause Congolese natives
were expected to be def-
erential to whites.

At eight years old, he
met his father for the first
time, just before
Missamou was told by
one of his 15 siblings that
he was at their father’s
house to go to school.
He quickly became the
“favored son” and was
privy to his father’s busi-
ness dealings.

Civil War broke outin
Brazzaville when
Missamou was barely a
teenager. One day after
school, soldiers gave
guns to him and his

friends, and instructed
them to bar other ethnic
groups from the area.
After the war was over
and muchblood had been
shed, Missamou and his
friends were expected to
return to being just boys.
But the journey had
been set: at 16, and on
the wishes of his father,
Missamou took the entry
test for the gendarmerie.
After graduating from
the boot-camp-like train-
ing, Missamou started
working for local
mundelé, while civil un-
rest brewed around the
city. When soldiers dis-
covered his side-job, they
accused Missamou of
being a traitor and they
tried to kill his family.
“...I'saw [things] that
no man should ever have
to see,” said Missamou.
The only escape was
to flee, but plane tickets
were expensive and leav-

ing the Congo was ille-
gal. It took an unbeliev-
able act of courage and
love to save Missamou’s
life.

And that, believe it or
not, is only about half
the true story.

In earlier parts of In
the Shadow of Freedom,
authors Tchicaya
Missamou and Travis
Sentell write of a happy
childhood so vividly de-

387 pages

scribed that it’s hard to
reconcile the delightful
carefree-ness with the
calm, controlled recount-
ing of horror that follows
in this story. Later, in
several quietly humorous
passages, the authors will
make you smile, only to
make you hold your
breath once again. I loved
this book. I loved its el-
egance and courage, I
loved its humility and

that mattor most to you. You

strength, and I loved the
triumphant closure the
authors hand their read-
ers.

In the Shadow of
Freedom sings with joy
and howls with pain. It
contains humor, terror,
and guts. And if you want
a book you won’t soon
forget, close your hands
tight around this one.

§ =d .
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Toledo Rips the Runway

By Monique Ward

Garden Lake Hall was full
of beautiful people dressed
in their finest for the second
annual “Rip the Runway”
event this past Saturday.
White lights and red balloons
decorated the festooned hall
in which fashion fans sur-
rounded a T-shaped runway.
The main event began at 6
p.m. with creative surprises

from the various models.The
master of ceremonies,
Cuntry, kept the crowd ex-
cited as he introduced each
scene while the beautiful
models never disappointed.
“Leggings & Heels” was the
first scene, followed by
“Freakum Dress” and “The
Club” scene. The “Safari”
scene was full of animal-in-

fluenced clothing and cos-
tumes. One feisty model
wowed the crowd by choos-
ing to crawl down the runway
and back.The “Lady Gaga”
scene was next with shock-
ing outfits inspired by the
artist of the same name.
Dresses made entirely of
newspapers and a pair of
glasses made with cigarettes

Start High School Black Alumnil Old School Jam
[Labsar Day Weakend)

_Enma celebrate with us and DJ “J" Rock

_,.JT
Saturday, Sept. 4, 2010
ARamada Inn - 3536 Secor Road

Tickets: 525 iy advance - 330 al the door
Available At Henry's Jewalry & Gittware - 4009 Doer Stroed

or call; Todd Witchar 415 305 4023, Jesse "Skip” Mafthews
4194602111 of Angie Broem-Simmans 19,7779 7063

0y wend 8 SLaN Spaman i ihe
TO's. BO's or gyen the B0's wa'ne going Al tha bacl i tha day

A B
Taurovtew
Seilled. \/7/5)'/'/(1y and Relvabilitation Genter
Fairview Skilled Nursing & Reha-
bilitation center is your bridge to
home from the hospital. Fairview’s
broad rehab and Long Term Care
services can restore a broken bone
or broken spirit. Our Transitional
Living Unit helps residents to dis-
cover problem areas before leaving
us. Have peace of mind knowing
that our staff of professionals ad-
ministers care with a gentle compassionate touch. Call today to

arrange your tour. We accept most insurances.

4420 South Avenue
Toledo, Ohio 43615
Office: 419-531-4201 * Cell: 419-367-6376 * Fax: 419-531-3607

Grace Edwards

L T nlElll-n:.l.-llt..-....-

W] R W]
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THE REAL PROS!

that were lit while the model
wore them were some of the
most entertaining pieces in
the entire show. The event
concluded with a “Business
and Pleasure” scene and an
audience eager fornextyear’s
fashion show.
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Interview with Local Gospel Singer/Songwriter: Jason

Carter

By Michael Hayes
Minister of Culture

Asalways, I’'m doing my
part to get you hip to talent
in the city. I’ve known this
cat for a couple years in
passing.

I take your ears very se-
riously Toledo, so I will only
present artists to you who
I know for a fact are worth
a listen.

Besides just an artist
though, Jason is a stand-
up guy...always willing to
lend a helping hand to his
fellow artist/musician and
that’s admirable in this day
and age.

When someone like this
comes on your radar, please
do your part to support.

But first, let’s get to
know.. Jason Carter.

Michael:

So some people know
you by many names,

tell our readers what
your name and stage is ex-
actly:

Jason:

Well my name is Jason
Carter, and I am a minister
of song, I minister the gos-
pel of Jesus Christ to those
who don’t know Him and/
or want to know him more.
Outside of that, I'm just
Jason, an ordinary, laid
back brotha, who loves
people! I’m a people per-
son! If you see me on the
street, I’m the same. [ real-
ize that you can’t put up
fronts and fool anyone! I
think I consider myself to
be real and down to earth.

Michael:

Okay, vocally you have
one of the most capable
male voices I've heard in
this city... how did you start
singing and when did you
know you wanted to make it
a career?

Jason:

Aww, man! Thanks,
Mike, I started singing
when I was around 15. I
would be involved in com-
munity choirs around the
city such as The Imani
Project, Anointed Voices of
Praise, The Brian Thomas
Chorale, etc, to stay out of
trouble.

Ihad always considered
myself a “background
singer” and never really
wanted to be a fore front or
lead singer until one of my
mentors, Durward Davis
(second runner up for this
year’s BET’s Sunday’s
Best), imparted something
in me that i never saw in
myself before. He told me
that I had the ability to
grab’s people attention
when I sing, and since
about 2002, I was certain

that I wanted to go the next
level, and was willing to
make certain steps outside
the box to go there. That’s
when I founded my group —
Jason Carter & VNW.
(Voices N Worship)

Michael:

That’s what’s up, okay
how would you describe
the local gospel music
scene?

Jason:

Believeitornot, Toledo
has the best-kept secret
when it comes to Gospel
Music. We know with
Rance Allen and Chris
Byrd, who are our pioneers
of'this city, have inspired a
lot of us up and coming
artists such as myself to
show what gifts and talents
that we have and not be
afraid to use them.

My first real solo was of
me singing “Feel Him
Movin’” by Chris Byrd, and
since then thatreally hasn’t
stopped me. Toledo has a
lot of artists, that the
WORLD needs to hear,
suchas Amy Hancock, New
Spiritual Aires, Louis Self
11, Tiffanie Campbell,
Debra Brock, The Prodi-
gals, Tymara
Spears, Leonard Wilson
and so many others that
this nation is missing out
on.

Not only are these
people are talented and
gifted but they are
anointed. Not just singers
but musicians as well. Such
as, Brian Thomas, James
Jones III, Brian Cook,
Dwight Steele, Calvin
“Tubby” Fraizer, Ronnie
Nelson, Eric Houston and
Keith “KJ” Glover.

Michael:

Yeah man, I’ve known
Tymara since we were five.
Our dads were in a band
together. Amy and I go back

to NYSP days. Our local
scene is amazing. So...what
are your thoughts on the
national gospel/inspira-
tional music industry?

Jason:

Hmmmm, the national
gospel music scene is
changing because our gen-
erationis changing. I’'m sure
that most people my age
and older grew up on art-
ists such as The Winans,
The Hawkins Family, Tho-
mas Whitfield and others
to where the generation
now needs to relate more.
That’s why Kirk Franklin,
Tye Tribbett, and Mary
Mary really put gospel
music out of the box. Tak-
ing the music, and chang-
ing the whole game, but
YET still keep the same
message which is Jesus
Christ.

The music has changed,
but the message will always
remain the same. Yeah, you
might have some artists that
will kinda go over and way
beyond, but my prayer is
that they keep Christ in all
of their music.

Michael:

Using music to minister,
what are some things that
up and coming inspirational
artists need to keep in
mind?

Jason:
REMAIN HUMBLE!
PLEASE REMAIN

HUMBLE! Humility is a
sign that, yes, you may be
gifted, but you’re not high
and mighty. Always have a
teachable spirit and be ap-
proachable. Some artists (in
all genres of music) have
some ego problems, and
that really to me doesn’t
get you far. Because you
never know when you might
need that person you stuck
your nose up at. Second,
don’t give up! Being told

NO, doesn’t means it’s the
end. To every great failure,
comes great accomplish-
ment.

Michael:

Great advice, bro!

Tell our readers about
your upcoming project..(in
detail..the project, the
release..everything).

Jason:

Well, I amin the process
of working on my first al-
bum, which is entitled Wor-
ship: Unrestricted, and 1
amrecording my album live
this Saturday August 21,
2010, at6pm at Greater New
Psalmist Church.(3251
Glendale). What the album
title entails that I put no

limit of how I worship God.
I take protocol and the for-
malities of the church and
throw them aside, just to
have no limitation on what
God can do. After the re-
cording, I'm looking to
have the album completed
and released for April 1,
2011 nationally in stores,
and in digital distribution.

Michael:

Which is more feasible
as a gospel artist... getting
signed to a larger company
or succeeding as an inde-
pendent?

Jason:

Independent is the way
to go! YOU ARE YOUR
OWN BOSS! Plus you can
get a lot more work done
going independent. Being
accessible to putting your
ownsongs on ITUNES and
Amazon. Having a major
record deal is not all that its
cracked up to be.

If you pay attention now,
a lot of artists (including
R&B and gospel) are doing
the independent route.
Even with myself, I started
my own independent record
label called Greater Sound
Records, to where I can be
the steward over what goes
onwithmy music. Investin
yourself, especially if no
one else will!

Michael:

What do you hope lis-
teners and supporters gain
from hearing your music?

Jason:

Ijust want people to feel
good! I believe my songs
will grab the total person,
Naturally and spiritually.
Because these songs are of
restoration, worship, and
celebration and I just want
the world to know that with
God all things are possible.
My prayer is that with this
album, it brings families
back together, getting that
drug dealer and gang
banger off the street, mend-
ing broken hearts and
changing lives forever.

There you have it folks,
be on the lookout for Jason
Carter!

Nextweek I'll be getting
you hip to another quality
artist you need to know
about.

Also...

THETRUTHART GAL-
LERY IS THE PLACE TO
BEONSATURDAYS!

U.G.E. hosts THE LIS-
TENING.. an Open Mic
Night for all area artists.

August 28 is our second
year anniversary.

We are charging $5 at
the door, which all goes to
support The Truth Art Gal-
lery but if you bring a bag
of school supplies for
needy students the admis-
sion is only $2.

Saturday August 28"
9pm—11:30pm.
1811 Adams
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Doves Manor Apartments
Seniors 62+ and better!
One Bedroom Apartments
Now Accepting Applications

Rentbased onincome, utilities included. Newer
building has secure entry, laundry, extra storage,
central air conditioning, wellness clinics, fitness
centerand MORE!!

Call for an appointment and more details. Appli-
cations are now being accepted with the possibility

ofimmediate move-in. :

Doves Manor

1040 Brookview Drive
419-389-9999
Appointments only

APARTMENTS

Abundant Life of Perrysburgis a subsidized inde-

pendent housing facility forthose 62 or older. We are
located in a beautiful, quiet residen-
tial setting in Perrysburg. Abundant
Life offers one bedroomgarden apart-
ments with private patios, indoor
mailboxes, reserved parking and
busing tolocal grocery stores. Appli-

cations are now being accepted. Call 419.872.3510

Lead Strategies
Need to take your home-based business to the
nextlevel? Learn strategies to generate more quali-
fied leads. Go to www.prosperousmimleads.com.

Classified are Also Posted online at:

www.TheTruthToledo.com

House for Rent
North End. Fenced in
Full basement. Deck

2 Bedrooms, 1 %: baths

419726-2758

Wanted to Buy:
Diabetes Supplies
Earn up to $12 per box of 100 test strips
Must expire after Jan. 2011. Leave labels on
boxes.
We remove and shred.
Call419-740-7162 and leave message.

Black MarketPlace

Now Open Chris’s K-9 KLIPS, LTD
Professional Dog Grooming
1437 Indiana Ave. =
=3 419.244.1083 )

# Call for Apppointment :.'I
Salon Hours Mon-Sat 8am - 6pm

Hillandale - $87,000/REDUCED

Ottawa Hills condo. 1440 sq. ft., 2 full baths. Location, location,
location. Bright home, new carpet, newly painted. Spacious one

3Ly 3736 Inverness
S >, SHORT SALE $80,400
* Charming Inverness Place 3 bdrm/1.5 Bath/2 car
- attached garage; spacious floor plan w/laminated
ks wood flooring. Get inside and make this your
home
Contact Rickie Waugh @ 419.494.6972 for showings

1310 Prospect * SALE PRICE $17,000
Cash or Conventional

floor. Lots of storage, private garage. One great unit.
caway sset anagement

@ “Fixer-Upper’s Dream Come True” - Solid home with

lots of character in established neighborhool. Mdny

mechanical updates and plenty of storage. Sold “as is”.

Call Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097
Call Alma Dortch-Gilbert 419.297.2301 for appointment

“PODIATRIST KEEPS PATIENTS ON THEIR FEET”
Bunions, hammer toes, and plantar fascities are
some of the common foot problems. Dr. Edna M.
Jean, DPM deals with every day. She sees a lot
of ingrown toenails and fungal nail infections. She
also treats diabetics and orders diabetic shoes for
those who qualify.. As a podiatrist, Dr. Jean
literally helps keep you on your feet.

Dr. Edna M. Jean, DPM
1857 N. Reynolds Rd. Toledo, OH 43615
Schedule an appointment by calling 419-537-9877

adortchgilbert@sbcglobal.net

Charleston House of Toledo
A Premiere Consignment Shop for the
Economical Conscious Woman

| WHERE THOSE SUMMER DAY 1
: SALES ARE HOT!! \
' STOP IN ... SEE FOR YOURSELF !

Designer Suites and Dresses
Elegant Hats - Name Brand Shoes
Open 10:00 a.m - Tuesday thru Saturday
4055 Monroe Street - Toledo, Ohio
419.472.4648

Duplex for Purchase or Lease
Great investment property! Excellant condition! Move in ready for

owner or tenants. Both units contain newer furnace, hot water tanks,
new windows, updated electrical system. Both consist of large Imng
areas and lots of storage space. WOW! Motivated seller. Easy access

for showings. Seaway Asset Management

Call Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097

$16,000 Down Payment Assistance
May leudL other incentives if you purchase now! Unique two-story
brick home located Olde South End. Totally remodeled! Over 1,500
5q. ft. home furnished with appliances. 1" floor LNDY room, large
bedroom. Large closets. Extra loft for entertainment. Must seel
Seaway Asset Management
Call Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097

WHY RENT?...INVEST!!
1637-39 Potomac Drive
Owner Occupancy w/Rental Income, 2 bds, Living Rm,
Dining Rm, Kitchen w/Breakfast Nook, Custom finished
Basement w/Bar, Office,Cedar Closet, 2 Car Garage
Wilma Smith * DiSalle Real Estate Company
Cell 419.350.7514

A BETTER BUSINE!

YOU’VE ALL BEEN WAITING FOR THIS!
SCREEN PRINTED TRANSFERS & AIRBRUSH
NOVARRO’S GARMENT IMPRINT
1 TO 101+ T-SHIRTS

DESIGNS FOR ANY OCCASIONS: it - i -
Sports — Events — Civie — Youth ...
ENGLISHISPANISH
Novarro. 1@bex.net google NOVARRO GIBSON 419-464-2361

THE C. BROWN FUNERAL HOME, INC.
1629 Nebraska Avenue, 43607
419. 7682

s BUREAU ACCREDITED BUSINESS
Stal TrusT™

Ty Better Care Lawn &
Show Removal Services L.L.C.
Commerical/Residential Free Estimates

Senior Citizen Discount
Insured and Bonded Landscapi

in
Phone: 419.917.6440 * Fax: 419. f3953
www.bettercarelawnservice.com

HOUSES FOR RENT!!!!
SECTION 8 WELCOME!!
Website: www.whittgrouprealty.com
Click on Featured Listings and Navigate

OR call 419.536.7377
Email: propertymanagement@ whittgrouprealty.com

STV REA

“A Life with natural health and beauty”
Body magic system - designed to re-shape, restore & revive
Vitamins
Variety of nutritional supplements

Lose inches without exercise or surgery

Contact me to set up a showcase -
www.ardyssinternational.com/UniqueDesigns:

Traci Barner drknlvlytbarner@yahoo.com: 419.346.8610

<L 3736 Inverness
5 > SHORT SALE $80,400
Charming Inverness Place 3 bdrm/1.5 Bath/2 car

attached garage; spacious floor plan w/laminated
wood flooring. Get inside and make this your
home

Houses For Rent

Stove, Refrig. Section 8 OK
MVP Property Management
419-244-8566.

Everything New: Paint, Carpet,

Woodley Court - $259,000
6 bedroom, 2 1/2 baths, 3488 sq. ft.-Custom-built home. Must
see to believe. Located in the quiet Trail Acres subdivision. Built

for entertaining or large family. Fasy to show and ready for buyer.
eaway Asset Management

Call Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097

1122 Linden Lane
Truly a condo beauty with vaulted ceilings, spacious

Contact Rickie Waugh @ 419.494.6972 for showings
LR/DR combo; Gas fireplace; All appliances stay AND
you do not pay a condo fee.

— ALL FOR LESS THAN $110,000.

Call Alma Dortch-Gilbert 419.297.2301 for appointment
adortchgilbert@sbcglobal.net

DEBT RELIEF?
CHAPTER 7 BANKRUPTCY

! $650.00 plus court costs
FREE ADVICE
ATTY. LAFE TOLLIVER

419-249-2703
a debt relief agency per the bky code

JaxFX“ combo

: C|InIC
n ual, F
d%g g
wuh n. dsuaped with

éﬁﬁ%@:ﬁmd ‘G"H.‘;;‘LZ“FJZ‘SJ? n§§ Hiaaraan

Good Creditor Bad 1 |E===—=" 2 & 3 BR Homes City Wide!
Need a Car? I Traditional financing & lease w/option
Call 1P The Stork Call Moniatens @ 4195205224
JHe Delivers. Your Guide To Home!
LABRO Bmmﬂahlsso 300 NEW PRICE! PERFECT STARTER

IN Move-In ConpiTion!! 1818 MacomBer
2 bds, living rm, dining rm w/hardwood floors. All new
windows. Newer roof, furnace, and hot water tank.C/A,
Security System & Patio in rear yard. Appliances stay
Wilma Smith * DiSalle Real Estate Company
Cell 419.350.7514.
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Administrative Technician

The City of Toledo’s Finance Dept. is seeking an
Administrative Technician for the Division of Taxation.
Position involves research related to collection of
delinquentincometaxes. Interestedindividuals should
obtain an application at the Dept. of Human Re-
sources, One Government Center, Suite 1920, To-
ledo, OH 43604 or online at the Dept. of Human
Resources web page atwww.toledo.oh.gov. Applica-
tions must be received by Friday, August 20, 2010.
The City of Toledo is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
Minorities, females, and individuals with disabilities
are encouraged to apply.

The University of Toledo

Job 5035, Transcriber:

The Office of Accessibility at The University of
Toledo seeks two part time Transcriber’s to support
individuals who are DEAF/HOH in the classroom
environment by converting lectures and discussion
into text (speech-to-text) through the use of special-
ized computer software.

Requirements includes ability to type &/or key-
board aminimum of 55 wpm without errors, complete
and pass Typewell Training prior to end of probation-
ary period, and have strong oral and written commu-
nication skills. Must be comfortable interacting with
Deaf/Hard of Hearingindividuals. Thisisa CWA part-
time (20 hrs/wk) position Grade 29 with a starting rate
of$15.35.

For more information and to apply please visit
https://jobs.utoledo.edu. Application deadline is
Wednesday, August 18, 2010.

UT is an EEO, AA Employer and Educator.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Lucas County Children Services (LCCS)is issuing a Request for Proposal (RFP) for Mentoring Services for

Substance Abusing Parents.

The goal is to provide mentoring services that will support parents to:

Engage in and successfully complete substance abuse treatment;

Retain custody and/or reunify with their children;

Learn the skills necessary to prevent re-maltreatment of their children.

LCCS is seeking proposals from governmental units, private for-profit entities/
agencies and non-profit entities/agencies thathave unique information, knowledge and experience providing

mentoring services to substance abusing parents.

RFP materials will be available from 9:00 a.m., August 23 through 4:00 p.m., August 31,2010, at 705 Adams
St., Toledo, OH 43624. To make arrangements to pick up a RFP packet, call 419-213-3658. An applicant
information session regarding the RFP will be held at LCCS on August 31, 2010, at 9:00 a.m. in Room # 913.

The deadline for completed proposals (NO FAX) is 4:00 p.m. on September 17, 2010. No proposal will be

accepted after the deadline.

By

Dean Sparks, Executive Director
Lucas County Children Services

The University of Toledo
Job 5027 Research Assistant, Pharma-

cology/COP:

The University is seeking to fill two full time
research assistant positions who will be involvedina
research projecttoinvestigate the role of neurotrophic
factors in the prevention of the effects of prenatal
alcohol exposure in mitochondria of fetal brain of a
mouse model and in also in a model of Huntington’s
disease. The duties include handling mice, tissue
sectioning, immunocytochemistry, Western blot,
ELISA and other colorimetric assays. The research

istant will be in charge of collecting the data and

The University of Toledo
Job 5077: Manager, Minority Business
Development, Incubation:

The MBDC Manager will work on all aspects of
facilities management and client assistance.

This part-time position (20 hours/week) is grant
funded, the salary for this position is $25,000(there is
potential for the position to expand to full time within
the next year)

This position requires a B.A. or B.S. in a related
business, scientific, or engineering field. The candi-
date must have excellent oral and written communi-
cation skills and have demonstrated the ability to
deliver presentations on technical topics to sophisti-
cated audiences. Experience inmanaging externally
supported projects is required as is experience in
completing construction or renovation projects within
acomplexorganization. For more information and to
apply please visit https://jobs.utoledo.edu. The posi-
tion will remain open untilfilled; review of resumes will
begin August 10, 2010. The University of Toledo
is an Equal Access, Equal Opportunity, Affirma-
tive Action Employer and Educator.

performing the analyses. This position requires a BA/
BS in Biochemistry, Pharmacology, Toxicology, or
other related Biological Sciences; Experience in
basicresearchis desirable; Experience with handling
animalis also desirable. For more information and to
apply please visit https://jobs.utoledo.edu. The posi-
tions will remain open until filled; review of resumes
will begin immediately. UT isan EEO, AA Employer
and Educator.

Administrative Technician

The City of Toledo’s Finance Dept. is seeking an
Administrative Technician for the Division of Taxation.
Position involves research related to collection of
delinquentincometaxes. Interestedindividuals should
obtain an application at the Dept. of Human Re-
sources, One Government Center, Suite 1920, To-
ledo, OH 43604 or online at the Dept. of Human
Resources web page atwww.toledo.oh.gov. Applica-
tions must be received by Friday, August 20, 2010.
The City of Toledo is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
Minorities, females, and individuals with disabilities
are encouraged to apply.

The University of Toledo
Job 5076: Manager, Nitschke Technol-
ogy Commercialization Complex, Incu-
bation:

The MBDC Manager will work on all aspects of
facilities management and client assistance.

Thisis agrant-funded position with a salary range
of $36,000-$50,000. The minimum educational re-
quirement for the positionisaB.A.orB.S.inarelated
business, scientific, or engineering field. The candi-
date must have excellent oral and written communi-
cation skills and have demonstrated the ability to
deliver presentations on technical topics to sophisti-
cated audiences. Experience in managing exter-
nally supported projects is required as is experience
in completing construction or renovation projects
within a complex organization.

For more information and to apply please visit
https://jobs.utoledo.edu. The position will remain
open until filled; review of resumes will begin August
10, 2010. The University of Toledo is an Equal
Access, Equal Opportunity, Affirmative Action
Employer and Educator.

The University of Toledo
Controller’s Office

Job 5064 Financial Analyst

Responsible for the daily maintenance of the
general and subsidiary ledgers including
reconciliations, month/year-end
processing,preparation of journal entries,budget
transfers,and assisting in regulatory
implementation.Requirementsinclude a Bachelor’s
degree in Accounting or related field,minimum of 2
years of work experience in Accounting or Finance,
proficiency with Microsoft Office,accounting
applications,system query capabilities for analyzing
and forecasting. Requires a“Can Do” attitude with the
ability to manage multiple projects,produce high
quality work within established timeframes,and prob-
lemsolve.Musthave valid driver’s license.Experience
inalarge university or governmental/non-profitorga-
nization and CPA or CGFM preferred.

Job 5051 Sr. Financial Analyst

Responsibilities include assisting in manage-
ment of accounting staff,analyze procedures to im-
prove productivity,regulatory
implementation,reconciliations,maintaining bonds
and capital projects.CPA or CGFM preferred. Re-
quires a Bachelor’s degree in Accounting or related
field,minimum of 3 years of work experience in
Accounting or Finance with at least 1 year experi-
ence in supervisory role,proficiency with Microsoft
Office,accounting applications,system query capa-
bilities for analyzing and forecasting. Requires a
“Can Do” attitude with the ability to manage multiple
projects, produce high quality work within estab-
lished timeframes,and problem solve.Must have valid
driver’s license.Experience in a large university or
governmental/non-profitorganization preferred.

For more information and to apply please visit
https://jobs.utoledo.edu. Application deadline is
Friday, August 27, 2010. UT is an EEO, AA Em-
ployerand Educator.

Salon Needs Techs
New! South Toledo Nail Salon is seeking the
following: Esthetician and Nail Technician.
Booth rent $50.00 per week to start, commission
possible. Forinformation call Roxy at (419) 380-9528.

NORTHGATE APARTMENTS
610 STICKNEY AVENUE
Now Accepting Applications
Mature Adult Community for Persons 55 and Older.
Rent Based on Income. Heat,
Appliances, Drapes, Carpeting
Included. ASK ABOUT OUR
MOVE-INSPECIAL. Call (419)
729-7118for details.
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Booker Family Reunion

August 18, 2010

By Brittany Jones
Sojourner Truth Reporter

Family reunions are oc-
casions where relatives of
extended families get to-
gether to celebrate their
roots.

They are meant to
strengthen bonds, introduce
new additions to the family,
keep updated on the where-
abouts of relatives and just
enjoy the time of being with

familiar faces.

The Booker family, how-
ever, had a different reason
to come together on Satur-
day—to reunite a lost fam-
ily member with her To-
ledo-bound relatives.

Through the gathering,
18-year-old Teshara Quino-
nes (Booker) met this side
of the family for the first

time thanks to her grand-
mother, Secunda Booker.

“This was in her honor
and I am so grateful that I
get to see my granddaugh-
ter with her family,” Booker
said.

While inthe Bronx at 13,
the quest for Booker’s bio-
logical father was triggered
because of a mailing ad-
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dress label that read “legal
guardian.” Confused, her
step-father and grand-
mother sat down to explain
that a man named Terrence
Booker was her biological
father.

The Virginia Beach na-
tive used the power of so-
cial networks, Facebook

and MySpace, to track
down her father. At first, it
was frustrating because she
did not know his last name.
Using the results, Booker
and her cousin began to call
the households asking if
they had a daughter—that
did not go well.

At last, there was hope

thanks to her uncle who
gave Booker her father’s
number and from there their
father-daughterrelationship
had a chance to start re-
newed.

“I felt crazy trying to
find him, but it feels good
to finally meet my family,”
she said.
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