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Tear Down This Wall

By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, D.Min.

When you control a man’s thinking you do not have to worry
about his actions. You do not have to tell him not to stand
here or go yonder. He will find his “proper place” and will stay
in it. You do not need to send him to the back door he will cut
one for his special benefit. His education makes it necessary.
— Carter G. Woodson

Thecurrent Arizonaimmigrationlaw SB 1070allows policeto
stop those they suspectare in the country unlawfully and to arrest
thatpersonifthey are withoutlegitimate identity papers yet many
in the black community are either indifferent to the legislation or
sucked in by bigoted myths perpetuated by tactics of fear.

This controversial bill, also known as the Support Our Law
Enforcement and Safe Neighborhoods Act, is reminiscent of the
Slave or Black Codes passed at the end of the Civil Warto control
thelabor, movements and activities of newly-freed slaves. The intentofthe 19" Century legislation
was to maintain black inferiority and to secure a steady supply of cheap labor.

The pertinent question is: Why should we care about immigration reform?

This is a serious matter of concern for not only Hispanics or Latinos but also for African-
Americans. A few relevant reasons are:

‘Wallsand Fences FallDown:

Walls and anti-immigration laws have been and will always be a “mission of failure” when it
comes to keeping out those who cross U.S. borders to earn money in order to provide for their
families and who also supply the great demand for the low-wage unskilled labor that Americans
areunwilling to perform. Trying to prevent the undocumented from living in the U.S., according
to the late management genius Peter Drucker, is “very much like preventing the law of gravity”
because it is an economic response to fill the vacuum created by the laws of supply and demand.

Althoughundocumented immigrants contribute an estimated $7 billionayearin federal Social
Security taxes, pay on average more in taxes than they use in government services and generate
economic growth, these workers compete with American workers “on an uneven playing field
— to the detriment of both groups,” according to The Drum Major Institute.

Withadisappearing black middle class struggling tomaintain its standard of livingand arising
low-income working class fighting for survival, the real question, according to Drucker, is how
toinsure thatthe undocumented make “a vital contributionto the U.S.” and become “a great asset
asthey will continue to arrive until conditions in their homelands become economically viable.”

Reasonable, comprehensive and humane reform is needed. One solution is to eliminate the
exploitation of undocumented workers by entering into an agreement with Mexico to no longer
inhibit unions or ignore environmental laws and to mandate a decent living wage scale which
provides enough disposable income to buy products both in the U.S. and in their own country.
Otherwise black and American workers will have to choose to accept the same low wages and
pitiful working conditions as the immigrants or be shut out of industries served predominantly
by undocumented workers such as farms, hotels, restaurants and day-care centers.

The Last Shall Become First:

Inthe 2000 presidential election George W. Bush received approximately 40 percent of the
Hispanic vote but t is unlikely that the GOP will approximate anywhere near that total in 2012 as
the party continues its hostility towards blacks, gays, the educated, progressive independents
and now Hispanics. When enough diverse populations have been systematically alienated,
eventually the estranged minorities will constitute a formidable majority causing the isolator to
become itself isolated through the continued acts of slow political suicide.

Thisoppressive legislationcomesatatime when Americaisno longerexemplified by the picket
fenced, well manicured suburban lawns of the Cleaver family or an era when the ladies all wore
hats and gloves and men wore jackets and ties to every event and Aunt Bea and the Mayberry
crowd were all in church on Sunday. The nation’s color and culture are becoming more diverse
and willbecome majority minority by 2023.

Thetimeisripe tomake and strengthen coalitions, particularly with those who have the shared
experience of having received less than fair and just treatment. Laws that threaten the civil rights
ofone group threaten the rights ofall. Martin Luther King, Jr. stated “Injustice anywhereisa threat
to justice everywhere.”

Givingan Inch Yieldsa Mile:

'Within 20 days of signing the controversial SB 1070 anti-immigration law, Gov. Brewersigned
HB 2281 which allows Arizona’s government to ban ethnic studies in schools, punishable by
witholding up to 10 percent of their state funds each month. Also, prohibited in schools’
curriculum are courses which promote the overthrow of the United States government (seces-
sion?), resentment toward a race or class of people, those designed primarily for pupils of a
particular ethnic group or advocate ethnic solidarity.

It is disturbing that this legislation allows for political intrusion into the classroom through
indoctrination rather than ““fostering critical thinking under conditions in which young people
can make up their own minds.” Yet its importance lies not in how disturbing it is but in what it
reveals.

This subsequent law reveals the power of education and begs the profound question of why
alegislative body would try to eliminate from mainstream schooling that which is affirming or
liberating and which disconnects students from their culture and history. Perhaps more
astonishing is why would the parents of black, Latino, Native American, Asian orany other child
—without protest —allow their children to be a part of an educational process that trains them to
follow instructions rather than teach them how to think and empower their lives and communities?

Thislawmakesitclearthatunless wehave adifferent setof books athome—culturally relevant
and that provide our children with a good understanding of their history and who they are —then
they will be destined to serve the socioeconomic interests of those who design, maintain and
control their education.

Contact Rev. Donald Perryman, D.Min, at drdlperryman(@centerothopebaptist.org

Community Calendar

May 17-21

BaptistMinisters Conference of Toledo and vicinity City-Wide Revival: United
MBC; 7 pmnightly Mon-Thurs, 7:30 pm on Friday; Speakers —Pastor Robert Bass
(Mon), Pastor John Walthal (Tue), Pastor Sylvestor Rome (Wed), Pastor T.A.
Smith (Thur) and Pastor Theodis Horton (Fri)

May 18
“Back in the Day” Picnic Meeting: Kent Branch Library; 6 to 8 pm: 419-242-
8170

May 19-21
First MBC Revival: 7 pm nightly; Supt Johnny Hobbs guest speaker

May 21

Hannah’s Socks Sock Hop: Cousino’s Navy Bistro; 7to 11 pm; Entertainment,
classic cars, contests, raffles; Proceeds to benefit Hanna’s Socks: 419-893-9600

St. Paul MBC: “Faith Friday;” 7 pm; Guest speaker Min. Allen Smith

Caregivers Conference: Body of Christ Fellowship Church: “Understanding
Alzheimer’s Disease and Dementia;” Speaker Cheryl Conley; Memory and aging,
treatment and medication, family dynamics; 6 to 8 pm: 419-464-8586

Storytelling Performance: Common space; 7 pm: 419-290-0995

May 22

Phillips Temple CME Dinner and Gospel Comedy Play: Pre-Women’s Day
event:419-242-7906

Citywide Christian Trustee Association: Meeting at United MBC; 10 am

Free How-to Storytelling Workshop: Kent Branch Library; 9 am to 4 pm: 419-
290-0995

May 23

Calvary Baptist Church Roses of Calvary Flower Ministry Old Ship of Zion
Musical: 4 pm

Phillips Temple CME Women’s Day Service: “Women of Faith Standing
Strong;” 11 am; Speaker Min. Rosetta Haynes

Ebenezer MBC 58" Women’s Day” “Women Forgetting, Reaching and
Pressing Towards the Goal;” 11 am; Morning speaker Celeste Mitchell from
Crusader of Christ Church; 4 pm evening speaker Mother Eloise Elliott from Bible
Temple Church: 419-242-2581

May 25-27

Macedonia Baptist Church Word and Worship Explosion 2010: 7 pm nightly;
Speakers Pastor Clifford Mayes of Macedonia, Pastor Shane Rainer of Shiloh and
Pastor Jonathon Tucker of New Life: 419-242-8700

May 28
Macedonia Ministry Appreciation Musical: 7 pm; Featuring Macedonia Mass
Choir

May 30
New Prospect MBC Musical: Presenting various groups from around Toledo;
4pm

June 4

Jerusalem MBC 60™ Anniversary Celebration: Featuring the Bolton Brothers
of Alabama, The Glorious Sons of Rochester, NY, Men Who Will of Detroit and
Queens of Harmony of Toledo
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Women of Color Host Toledo Fundraiser for Yvette McGee

Brown

By Fletcher Word
Sojourner’s Truth Editor

Yvette McGee Brown,
candidate for lieutenant gov-
ernoronthe Democratic ticket
this fall, will be in Toledo on
Tuesday, May 25, for a
fundraiser at the Ramada
Secor. That fundraiser — for,
by and about women — is
being hosted by a group of
women of color whose mem-
bers include Doni Miller,
Yvonne Harper, Margaritade
Leon and Lourdes Santiago,
among others.

Brown was chosen by
Gov. Ted Strickland as his
running mate to replace Lee
Fisherwhoisrunning for U.S.
Senate. She is the currentand
founding president of the
Center for Child and Family
Advocacy at Columbus’s Na-
tionwide Children’s Hospital
and is a former Franklin
County Common Pleas Court
Judge.

A lifelong resident of Co-
lumbus, Brown was hardly a
household name in the rest of
Ohio when she was picked to
run for statewide office.

Why was she selected,
The Truth asked her last
week?

“Probably Ted
[Strickland] can answer that
betterthan I can,”said Brown.
“He’s watched me in central
Ohioand my work with family
and children and he must
have seen the leadership I've
provided.”

%
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Brown, who wasborntoa
teenage mother, received in-
spiration early and often from
both motherand grandmother
about the importance of edu-
cation and the significance
of using education to over-
come whatever obstacles life
presents.

She earned an under-
graduate degree from Ohio
University injournalism/pub-
lic relations and her law de-
gree from The Ohio State
University.

Brown spent a number of
years in public service after
obtaining her law degree and
then served as judge in the
Common Pleas Division of
Domestic Relations from 1993
to 2002. She was the first
African-American and the
second woman to be elected
to that court.
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That particular service
prompted her to create the
Center for Child and Family
Advocacy, amulti-disciplin-
ary child abuse and family
violence program that ad-
dresses prevention, assess-
ment, treatment, research,
advocacy and education ser-
vices for families with issues
of domestic violence. The
program has become a na-
tional model for the integra-
tion of multi-disciplinary ser-
vices, according to Brown’s
campaign literature.

Brown also serves on the
boards of Ohio University,
The Ohio State University
Medical Center, the Colum-
bus Academy, the Commu-
nity Shelter, M/I Homes, Inc.
and Fifth Third Bank of Cen-
tral Ohio. She has been in-
ducted into the Ohio

Women Blessing Women Receives Toledo
Rotary Foundation Grant to Fund
Scholarships for 20 Women to Earn GED’s

Special to The Truth

Women Blessing
Women, a nonprofit orga-
nization dedicated to em-
powering women to break
the cycle of poverty, is a
recipient ofa $10,000 dollar
grant from the Toledo Ro-
tary Foundation that will
fund scholarships for 20
women to earn general
equivalence diplomas
(GED’s).

Education is rewarded
with higher earnings and
lower unemployment. Ac-
cording to the U.S. Bureau
of Labor Statistics, people
who haven’t graduated
from high school earn al-
most $200 dollars less per
week than those with a di-
ploma. Also, the unemploy-
ment rate for those who
haven’t graduated from
high school is 40 percent
higher than for those witha
diploma. Women Blessing
Women empowers women
living in poverty to achieve
success, gain confidence,
and obtain living wage jobs.
They provide a comprehen-
sive, holistic program for

women/mothers who live in
poverty. The empowerment
program is delivered
through teaching and tu-
toring of GED; coaching,
training, and facilitating job
readiness skills and spiri-
tuality.

Twenty Women Bless-
ing Women participants
will be able to earn their
GED through the generos-
ity of the Toledo Rotary
Foundation. The grant was
awarded to Glenda Brown,
interim director of Women
Blessing Women, on Mon-

day April 5, 2010 at a To-
ledo Rotary luncheon and
meeting.

Women Blessing
Womenisa501©3 nonprofit
organization for women age
18 and over dedicated to em-
powering women living in
poverty to achieve success,
gain confidence, and obtain
living wage jobs. There is
no fee charged for the
organization’sservices. The
organization serves all
women without regard to
ethnic background, race, or
religion.
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Women’s Hall of Fame and
has received the YWCA
Woman of Achievement
Award along with honors
from both Ohio University
and The Ohio State Univer-
sity.

Her predecessor in the
post of lieutenant governor,
Lee Fisher, also held the po-
sition of Ohio’s economic
czar. Brown, however, will be
handling a different portfo-
lio, ifelected.

In order for Brown to ac-
cept Strickland’s offer, she
feltitwas importantto havea

clearly defined, significant
role in the administration.

“I will be focused on an
urban agenda,” she said. “I
want to be part of making
Ohio’s urban areas vibrant
again.”

And part of bringing that
vibrancy back to urban ar-
eas, said Brown, and to the
state in general is improving
the quality of public educa-
tion. She praised the gover-
nor for creating a constitu-
tional framework for funding,
particularin light of the Ohio
Supreme Court DeRolf deci-
sion which held that the
state’s traditional reliance on
property taxes for school
funding had to change.

“We want to make sure
that we have teachers who
want to be in the classroom,”
Brown said in discussing the
Strickland plan to ensure that
teachers are qualified and
prepared.

As forthe campaignitself,
Brown hasalready hitthe trail
in earnest. “I’ve been going
everywhere,” she said. “The
last couple of months I've
been in the major metropoli-

tan areas and up and down
the 171 corridor — going all
over.”

She has especially been
taking invitations from
around the state in both rural
and urban areas.

Which, of course, is why
Brownarrives here in Toledo
for next week’s fundraiser at
the Ramada. The committee,
comprised of about 15
women, will be hosting the
event from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
and they are inviting women
from throughout the area to
come outand meet the candi-
date, who would be the first
African-American woman to
hold the post.

“The most interesting
thing here is this is a group of
Hispanic and black women
who have gotten together to
supportallwomen,” said Doni
Miller in describing the col-
laborative effort of the com-
mittee.

For more information on
the Tuesday, May 25
fundraiser, call the Lucas
County Democratic Party
headquarters at 419-246-
9301.
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Schylar Meadows To Challenge Ashford, Eyre for General
Assembly Seat

By Fletcher Word
Sojourner’s Truth Editor

Schylar Meadows, chair-
man of the Toledo Lucas
County Commission on Mi-
nority Health, and along-time
Democrat, has collected
enough signatures to be in-
cluded as an independent on
the ballot in November for
the District48 Ohio House of
Representatives seat. That
contest will pit Meadows
against Democrat Michael
Ashford and Republican
CarolynEyre.

Meadows, a former pre-
cinct committeeman for the
Lucas County Democratic
Party has served in the past
ontheparty’s Executive Com-
mittee, with the Greater To-
ledo Young Democrats and
the Ohio Young Democrats.
She has also served as na-
tional vice president of Pro-
grams for Young Democrats
of America.

Why the decision now to
run as an independent?

“I was approached about
running for office in general
and in this district by people
with various political affilia-
tion,” said Meadows. “I
looked at things like the
Democratic A and B teams,
and what is going on in the

Republican Party and decided
that we need someone who
can work with both sides and
on both sides of the aisle ...
I am that person. People are
tired of the bickering and are

looking for someone who is
willing to work and work hard
and stand up for their inter-
ests.”

Meadows also sees cer-
tain advantages, from a cam-

paign standpoint, to her role
as an independent.

“People are receptive to
listening to someone ... who
is not tied up with a party,”
shesaid. “And from my work
within the media, a person in
the media is supposed to be
ableto see all sides—to try to
remain unbiased in telling a
story—Iamamply prepared.”

the stimulus [package] and
understand how those funds
trickle down to the state and
districtlevel. Inthe long term,
we need to find out the needs
of businesses in the district
and how that relates on the
state level. We also need to
be helping residents under-
stand where we stand fiscally
and communicating with resi-

tiesand to young people. The
campaign has to be consis-
tentand I’m going to engage
voters and listen to what they
have to say.”

Anative of Toledo, Mead-
owsisagraduate of St. Ursula
Academy and attended The
University of Toledo. Shealso
attended the Women’s Cam-
paign School at Yale Univer-

“People are tired of the bickering
and are looking for someone who is
willing to work and work hard and
stand up for their interests.”

As for the critical issues
facing a state legislator,
Meadows points to the need
to repair the shortage of jobs
and the downturn in the
economy.

“[Jobs and the economy]
are pretty much interdepen-
dent on one another,” Mead-
ows replied. “A state repre-
sentative must be fighting for
jobs by being accountable
with regards to funds such as

dents about what’s happen-
ing on the state level.”

How does Meadows as-
sess her chances against
long-time City Councilman
Ashford and his well-funded
campaign machine?

“Excellent,” shesaid. “It’s
an open seat. And it depends
on who is going to work the
hardest and consistently
reach out to businesses and
the professional communi-

wto5toledo.com

sity and was part of the inau-
gural Toledo Area Local Gov-
ernment Leadership Acad-
emy.

For the past five years
Meadows has been the host
of “Juice Talk” on WJUC,
FM107.3, whichairs on Sun-
day mornings and has also
been a political analyst on
area television shows.
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NOBMA Honors Those in the News and a Few of Its Own

By Brittany Jones
Sojourner’s Truth Reporter

On the evening of May
13, the Northwest Ohio
Black Media Association
(NOBMA) held its 16" An-
nual Impact Newsmaker
Awards at the Ramada
Secor.

“This event was made
specifically to honor those
who have made a positive
newsworthy impact within
the African-American com-
munity, continually, over
the years,” said Schylar
Meadows, the mistress of
ceremonies and radio host
of JUICE Talk WIUC-FM.

“They are not required
to lead first page in newspa-
pers or lead news and radio
broadcasts, but to go be-
yond the call of duty and
stand out in the crowd,” she
continued.

Beginning the evening

w
Jimmy Gaines and Mayor

was a welcome and intro-
duction ofthe VIPs by presi-
dent of NOBMA, Fletcher
Word.

Some elected officials
were pointed out such as
President of City Council
Wilma Brown and President
of Lucas County Commis-
sioners Pete Gerken.

“This is a room full of
VIPs,” Word said pointing
out, for example, the pres-
ence of so many news per-
sonalities from Channel 13
ABC. “No special introduc-
tions needed tonight, I
wouldn’tknow where to be-
gin.”

Reverend Cedric Brock
of Mount Nebo Church con-
ducted the invocation be-
fore dinner was served.

The awards ceremony
began with the recipients
under the Impact
Newsmaker Award cat-
egory with Mayor Mike Bell,
who ran for elected office
for the first time in 2009, re-
ceiving the first.

Bell thanked the audi-
ence and the organization.
He called on the community
to help him turn Toledo
around.

“What we can do as a
city, what we can do as
northwest Ohio, is we have
to start bridging together
and we have to start being
active in each other’s lives
and care more about each
other,” he said. “We are
going to make people start
believing in themselves
again.”

The next winner was
Wanda Butts, founder of the
Josh Project, a program that
emphasizes the need for chil-
dren, especially black chil-
dren, to learn how to swim.
Attorney Keith Mitchell in-
troduced her.

Mitchell has known Butts
forseveral years and worked
with her in Municipal Court.
Butts then went to thank all
of those who have sup-

Avie and Ed Dixon

ported her and her endeav-
ors, especially with the Josh
Project.

“My choice was surviv-
ing,” she said. “I had to do
that by taking all of my hurt
and sorrow that was in me
and channel it into helping
other mothers not suffer the
grief of the drowning death
of'achild.”

The Scott High School
building might have not
been preserved if it had not
been the efforts of Ed and
Avie Dixon, longtime edu-
cators who spent the bulk
of'their professional careers
at the school..

Avie Dixon spoke of pro-
viding an adequate educa-
tion for those students who
are at Scott and other
schools. She also urged the
media to cover more stories
that are positive.

“To change the city we
need to start to accentuate
and highlight the positive
and stop emphasizing the
negative,” she said. “Once
we do that we will change
and will become forerunners
of all that is good in this
country.”

Charlene Gilbertis a pro-
fessor at The University of
Toledo and director of the
university’s Eberly Center
for Women.

She thanked everyone

(Continued on Page 10)
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Plenty of Future Jobs! Only Politicians & Political
Appointees Need Apply!

Delaying the Clean Energy Economy

By Rubin Patterson, Ph.D.
Guest Column

with fossil fuel-intensive in-
dustries and companies.
Take, for example, the
former Congressman and
two-time Presidential candi-
date Dick Gephardt. He
serves on the boards of di-
rectors at several corpora-
tions including U.S. Steel,
and his lobbying firm has
included clients such as
Peabody  Energy—the
world’s largest private-sec-

Massive clean energy job
growth is being hampered in
America by politicians who
give too much attention to
their own employment op-
portunities after leaving of-
fice. In other words, our get-
ting substantial government
support for a clean energy
economy is restricted due to
politicians making calcula-
tions about their own post-
elective office job prospects
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tor coal company. Or take
former Democratic Senator
John Breaux and Republican
Senator Trent Lott who
teamed up to form the Breaux
Lott Leadership Group. Their
lobbying clients have in-
cluded Chevron, Shell Oil
and other fossil fuel energy
corporations. I could easily
goonand on, butyou getthe
point.

Ratherthan examining the
connection between politi-
cians’ campaign contribu-
tions and the votes they cast,
I find that a much more ex-
tensive and enlightening line
of inquiry involves tracking
politicians’ voting patterns,
their overall support for spe-
cific industries and their
post-elective office employ-
ment.

Since the overwhelming
majority of politicians and
government officials don’t
have the independent family
wealthto live exclusively off
financial instruments when
they leave office, they there-
fore give considerable time
and attention to their liveli-
hood prospects after leav-
ing office.

In the past, ex-congres-
sional members returned to
their pre-office-holding ca-
reers in overwhelming num-
bers. However, in recent
years, congressional mem-
bers and executive branch
appointees have a height-
ened interest in becoming
lobbyists once they leave
office. Forexample, less than
15 percent of members retir-
ing from Congress in the
decade of the 1970s became
lobbyists, while over 52 per-
cent of members retiring be-
tween2001-3 became lobby-
ists.

Whilethe 535 members of
the House and Senate and
the thousands of political
appointees across the execu-
tive branch who run the fed-
eral agencies may have one
eye on the public to get re-
elected, the other eye is not
just on industry needs, but
on their own post-elective
office livelihoods. And it
doesn’t stop there.

Each congressional mem-
ber and political appointee
has a double-digit senior

staff who are also seeking to
leverage their political skills,
knowledge and contacts for
financial gain upon leaving
office. And, as if that weren’t
enough, spouses of legisla-
tors and appointees and their
staffs are also increasingly
working as lobbyists.

Take Martin Durbin as an
example. Durbin was ap-
pointed in November of last
year as the executive vice
president of Governmental
Affairs for the American Pe-
troleum Institute, the oil
industry’s trade association.
Prior to that he coordinated
lobbying efforts for the
American Chemistry Coun-
cil, which is the chemical
industry’s trade association.
How did Durbin wind up in
such posh, lucrative jobs?
He served as a legislative
assistant in the Senate and
inthe House. Durbin aided a
congressman who served on
the House Energy and Com-
merce Committee. Obvi-
ously, Durbin was working
to leverage his knowledge
and connections once he left
Capitol Hill.

All of this helps to explain
why the United States — a
nation with the world’s most
extensive graduate educa-
tion in science and technol-
ogy fields; atradition of pio-
neering technology-based
entrepreneurship and the
capital to bankroll the trans-
formation of industry to a
clean energy economy —has
been so incapable of pro-
gressing beyond fossil fu-
els.

Tragically, we are wit-
nessing this now being
played out in the Gulf of
Mexico with the BP,
Halliburton and Transocean
accident, resulting in tens of
thousands of barrels of oil
per day gushing into the gulf
for weeks on end. The Min-
erals Management Services,
which is one of the agencies
charged with providing regu-
latory oversight, has been
sedated, in part, by public
officeholders seeking lobby-
ing opportunities and em-
ployment upon stepping
down. Although some half-
hearted efforts have been
taken to curb the lobbying

abuse, the large loopholes
render such efforts as little
more than a joke.

Fortunately, there are
clean technology trade as-
sociations such as the Ameri-
can Wind Energy Associa-
tion and the American Solar
Energy Association; and
there are major venture capi-
tal firms such as Kleiner,
Perkins, Caufield & Byers
(KPCB), but they are com-
pletely dwarfed by the old
fossil fuel-based industrial
giants.

The clean tech industry
is also seeking to garner po-
litical and financial support
from Washington, and has
some heavy hitters to help.
Forinstance, KPCB includes
the likes of former Vice Presi-
dent Al Gore and former Sec-
retary of State General Colin
Powell.

So how do we get out of
this situation where politi-
cians — in their effort to set
up their post-elective office
careers — wind up serving
the needs of industries as-
sociated with major climate
change emissions and with
minor job growth on behalf
of American workers?

Let’s face it — many poli-
ticians don’t represent “pro-
files in courage,” but rather
profiles in compensation. In
other words, rather than wait-
ing for most politicians and
political appointees to be-
come selfless altruists, which
will never happen, why not
“help them” support clean
tech industries so that they
can lobby and work for those
industries when they leave
office?

One effort we can take is
to help clean tech industries
grow in market share and
overall in public demand so
that politicians, their staffs,
and their spouses can rec-
ognize how they can serve
the clean tech industries,
their constituents and, yes,
themselves in terms of fu-
ture lobbying compensation,
all at the same time.

Rubin Patterson, Ph.D.,
is professor of Sociology and
the interim director of
Africana Studies at The Uni-
versity of Toledo
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ASKYVON

Adding the Living Will to
Your Financial Toolbox

By: S. Yvon Harper, CEO
Focus on Finance, LLC
Guest Column

Earlier this year we started
off with the subject of must
have items to include in your
financial toolbox. Inthisarticle
I am going to continue with
another tool we all must have,
whichisalivingwill. Youmay
not see this as a tool, but be-
lieve me it is as important as
any that you will need.

Recently, I experienced
firsthand the important of the
living will with my mother-in-
law (Mom). After a lengthy
and courageous battle with
leukemiasheisnow comingto
the finish line of life, atleaston
this side. As you may imagine
this has been a very stressful
time formy family and the hos-
pital asked up front for a copy
of Mom’s living will.

What is a living will? The
living will is a document that
allows instructions given by
individuals specifying what
actions should be taken for
their health in the event that
theyarenolongerabletomake
decisions duetocriticalillness
orincapacity. Thekeyisitmust
bewritten by someonestill con-
sidered as legally capable to
make the request. So the im-
portance of completing a liv-
ing will now is of extreme im-
portance, because you never
know whenyoumay haveneed
ofiit.

With Mom we have been
aware of her need for a living
will forsometime, butany sud-
den illness or accident can
leave a family with the undue
task ofhaving to make difficult
medical decisions when they
would rather be concentrating
solely on spending time with
their loved one. The pain of
thisprocess can bemade worse,
if a group consensus is not
easilyarrivedat. Youmayalso
hear the living will document
referred toasa Directive to the
Physician or a Natural Death
Declaration form.

Some may feel that the liv-
ingwillmay make them vulner-
able to the whim of the health
care system, but in reality it is
quite the opposite. The form
applies only when it has been
determined by two physicians
that the patient is suffering
from an incurable or irrevers-

ible condition. The living will
only becomes effective when
the patient is unable to make
decisions for himself; so long
as he or she is able to make
decisions, the living will can-
not be invoked. It may also be
revoked or changed by the
owner at any time, so long as
they are capable of doing so.

Inordertocompletealiving
will you must be at least 18
years of age, be of sound mind
and have it witnessed by two
ormoreindividuals. Oncecom-
pleted you should then take
steps to provide a copy to your
love ones or designee and dis-
cuss yourwishes with them for
clarity. It may also be advised
that you file a copy with your
primary physician, attorney or
hospital of choice. This will
help eliminate undue stress at
the time of potential need.

Youmay obtainaliving will
for free at most hospitals, area
councils on aging and some
physicianoffices. Other places
may include online forms and
through your attorney, which
can review and retain a com-
pleted copy foryou. However,
you will need to discuss the
fee, if any, associated with an
attorney completing the form
for you.

The living will should not
be confused with a Durable
Power of Attorney for Health
Care. The primary differences
between the living willand the
Durable Power of Attorney for
Health Care are that the living
willapplies only whenaphysi-
cian has determined that the
patientsuffers fromaterminal,
incurable orirreversible condi-

WISHES

tion and death is imminent.

The Durable Power of At-
torney for Health Care allows
the agent to make decisions
anytime the patient is unable
tomake decisions on his or her
own behalf. Also, the living
will declares specific treatment
decisions, where the Durable
Power of Attorney for Health
Care names an agent to make
the decisions for the patient.
Note: specificinstructionsmay
be given to the agent in the
Durable Power of Attorney
form, if desired, as stated by
the LawInfo.com website.

No matter whether you
complete the living will as a
separate document or include
instructions in another legal
document, such as the Du-
rable Power of Attorney, just
be sure to have one completed
now. Like our family, you can
be sure thatyours will appreci-
ate the foresight you took to
have onedone inadvance. This
articleis dedicated to the cher-
ished memory of Ophelia
Harper.

©2010 Ask Yvon is a writ-
ten by S. Yvon Harper for Fo-
cus on Finance, LLC -
(513)383-0427. All rights re-
served. Contact or questions
www.FocusOnFinanceOnline.com
Jor help in getting personal
with finances. Listen online at
www.BlogTalkRadio.com/
YvonSpeaks. Readers are
strongly urged to consult with
a qualified legal or tax advi-
sor to analyze your specific
financial situation before ap-
plication of any advice from
this column.

Boyce’s Bottom Line

So You’ve Received Your
Tax Refund, Now What?

By Kevin Boyce, Ohio State Treasurer
Guest Column

In 2009, 74 percent of all U.S. taxpayers received an
average individual income tax refund of $2,683, which
totaled nearly $260 billion nationwide. While this extra
money may seem like a windfall that tempts frivolous
spending, Ohioans should consider making smart money
choices with their refund during these times of economic
uncertainty. Consider these tips:

1. Lower debt—Ifyouhave asignificantamount of debt,
consider using your refund to either pay the entire balance
or reduce it significantly. According to a recent
bankrate.com survey, 30 percent of Americans who will
receive a tax refund plan to use their refunds to pay down
their debts. Since getting rid of high-interest debt is an
important step to your financial health and well-being,
paying down high-interest credit card debt should be a priority.

2. Save for a rainy day — Many Ohioans lack the appropriate savings to help them
manage life’s unexpected expenses. Between home repairs and medical bills it is easy to
diminish any savings that you may have. It’s reccommended that everyone should have
at least three to six months worth of expenses saved in case of emergencies. With the
unemployment rate at a 25-year high, a tax refund is a great opportunity to start building
a nest egg.

A savings account gives you a financial option to avoid going deeper into debt.
SaveNow is aunique Ohio Treasury program that offers a 3.25 percent interest bonus on
savings accounts for Ohioans. An applicant who opens a savings account at a partici-
pating bank receives a year’s worth of financial education materials to help them make
better financial decisions. Through SaveNow, the Treasury rewards you for saving money
and helps you learn good financial habits.

3. Tackle your bills — Now is a good time to review all of your expenses and make a
plan to keep them under control. Most households have several bills that can be paid in
advance or in a larger amount. Consider making an extra payment on items such as your
mortgage, insurance, auto loan or utilities with your refund. Making an additional or larger
payment can reduce the overall amount owed and help save you money over time.

4.Investin your future—Put some orall of your tax refund aside for retirement. Many
employers will match their employees’ retirement contributions up to a certain amount.
Ifyour employer does not offer retirement benefits open an individual retirement account
(IRA) at a bank and start saving. If your retirement is on track, consider investing in the
future ofaloved one. For example, a 529 savings fund can help you plan fora child’s future
college expenses.

5. Splurge wisely — While a tax refund is a good opportunity to take control of your
finances, it is also chance to spend it wisely on home repairs or energy-saving replace-
ment windows. Replacing outdated appliances new efficient ones can help you save
money on your energy bills. Another option is to get any medical or dental procedures
that you have postponed because you lacked money or health insurance.
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Historic Third Baptist’'s Women’s Day: “Destined for
God’s Purpose

Sojourner’s Truth Staff

Third Baptist Church of
Toledo held its annual
Women’s Day on Sunday
May 16 as guest speaker
Schylbea Jean Hopkins ad-
dressed the theme “Destined
for God’s Purpose,” from
Psalm 138:8 and Philippians
2:13.The congregation and
guests filled the church for
Sunday’s service that in-
cluded a musical prelude, a
processional led by the
Women’s Day Chorus, a call
to worship and choral re-
sponse prior to Pastor Kevin
Bedford’s Pastoral Greetings.

The pastor’s greetings
were followed by presenta-
tions, a hymn of praise and
then, the reading of the
Women’s Day scripture read-
ing and the gospel reading of
John 17:20-26.

The Women’s Day Cho-
rus presented “T Am Confi-
dent” with Sis. Cathy Huston
as soloist.

Sis. Angeline Murry in-
troduced the guest speaker,
Hopkins of Hartford Memo-
rial Baptist Church of Detroit.

Hopkins, however, is no
stranger to Toledo. A mem-

ber of the inaugural Libbey
High School Hall of Fame in
1996, Hopkins earned her
undergraduate degree in edu-
cation from Ohio University
and her masters in education
from Wayne State University
inDetroit.

During her career in edu-
cation, Hopkins established

two schools — the Mae
Jemison Academy, a Detroit
Public School, and the De-
troit Academy of Arts and
Science, a charter school.
She is also a licensed real
estate agent with more than
30 years of experience.
Sunday’s service ended
with Reflections by Sis. Mar-

Church’'s Chicken

Meals for any Family!

garet Brown, chairman of the
Women’s Day committee,
and of course a benediction
by the pastor.

Third Baptist Church was
established 142 years ago in
Toledo and has been at its
Pinewoodlocationsince 1913
—hence the title “historic” is
aptly chosen.

Rev. Bedford and
committee members

Women’s Day Speaker
Schylbea Jean Hopkins
|

Schylbea Jean Hopkins,
Bedford and Laneta Goings
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Grace Presbyterian Church’s 27" Annual Women’s Day:
Moments of Grace”

“Women of Grace

Sojourner’s Truth Staff’

“God appointed the
sinless Christ to take our sin,
that we might know God’s
grace and believe the good
news,” read the Assurance
of Pardon at Grace Presbyte-
rian Church’s 27" annual
Women’s Day during which
the theme was, appropriately,
“Women of Grace ... Mo-
ments of Grace.”

The Grace Presbyterian
Women’s Association spon-
sor a number of church and
community events yearly.
Some of these events include:

Pastor Langston Banms)
and Rev. Ruby Radford

Family FunNight, educational
tours, fun shopping trips and
other trips of interest to

Michigan.

Last October, forexample,
Grace women were in charge
of'the tremendously success-
ful 100" birthday luncheon
for Art Tatum at the church.

Last Sunday’s—May 16—
celebration and service was
sponsored by the Grace Pres-
byterian Church Women’s
Association. For over 25
years, the congregation has
enjoyed the message deliv-
ered by guest speakers such
as Cecelia Adams, Ph.D.,
Shenikwa Stratford, Linni

Willis, Juanita Price, Eloise
Carey, Jean Overton, Eliza-
beth Bannister, Edrene Cole

and Judy Jackson May, Ed.D.

This year’s guest speaker
was Rev. Ruby Radford of
Third Baptist Church of To-
ledo. Radford’s message to
the Grace congregation was
entitled “A Gracious Cup of

Special to The Truth

each annual competition.

Central Catholic Student
Wins National
Achievement Scholarship

Central Catholic High
School senior Adrianne
Harmon has been selected
as the winner of a National
Achievement Scholarship
for $2,500. The National
Achievement Scholarship
Programis conducted by the
National Merit Scholarship
Corporation.

More than 160,000 stu-
dents entered the 2010 Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Pro-
gram, and Harmon is one of
just 700 recipients of this
National Achievement
Scholarship.

The National Achieve-
ment Scholarship Program s
a privately financed aca-
demic competition estab-
lished in 1964 to honor scho-
lastically talented black
American youth, and to pro-
vide scholarships to a sub-
stantial number of the most
outstanding participants in

Harmon will attend Northwestern University in the fall to study film, television and
theater writing and production.

During her high school years, she participated in the Marching and Pep Band, the Irish
Dance Team, the National Honor Society, Book and Poetry Clubs, Children’s Theater
‘Workshop, was named a Central Catholic Regent’s Scholar and co-wrote, directed, filmed
and produced a 54-minute film titled Gift of the Anillo.

Grace Presbyterian
Church’s Women’s Day

Committee and Guest
Speaker Radford

byterian Church are members
of the National Presbyterian
Women’s Organization.

Reali-Tea” and based on the
theme of the Women’s Day
Celebration — “Women of
Grace...

The congregation was en-
thralled by the speaker’s posi-
tive energy.

Moments of Grace.” Allwomen of Grace Pres-
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NOBMA Honors Those in the News and a Few of Its Own

(Continued from Page 5)

and emphasized the impor-
tance of the black newspaper
and the black church.

“As an African-American
woman, there are two things
look for first, a church and the
black newspaper,” she said.
“They play such an important
roleinthe community andhave
been there when no one else
was.”

The group category win-
ners were The Source and the
Toledo Council of Black
Nurses, Inc.

Eric Walker, executive di-
rector of The Source, received

Rhonda Sewell and Sharon
Green Gaines

ABC's Kristian Brown and
Alexis li‘lleans

Wanda Butts

Doni Miller and Deborah
Barnett

Owens Community College

Center for Fine and

f‘iilurda_'., fune 19, 2010
Sunday, fune 20, 2010 @3: 00 pm
or Th

the award and thanked his
staff, anumber of whom were
present.

A trio of founders — Daisy
Smith, Donna Todd and Mary
Gregory — established the
Toledo Council of Black
Nurses in 1980 and accepted
the award.

“Werecognized the impor-
tance of promoting health for
minorities especially back in
the day and teaches those
who wanted to learn how to
stay healthy,” Smithsaid. “We
are volunteers, we love what
we do and we promote qual-
ity.”

The Media Achievement
Award for 2010 went to Doni
Miller.

Miller, the host of Sunday
morning show Bridges was a
previous NOBMA Impact
Newsmaker Award recipient
in 2004. Her show, shown on
Channel 13 ABC, hasbecome
the focal point for the discus-
sion of those social and eco-
nomicissues affecting people
in the Toledo area.

Lastly, David L. Zamichow,
president and general man-
ager of WTVG Channel 13
ABC, was honored for his ef-
forts to uphold the represen-
tation of minorities on the air-
ways while maintainingacon-
sistently strong showing in
the ratings. He received the
Lifetime Achievement Award.

“Onething I do knowabout
aLifetime Achievementaward
is that you get the uniqueness
inquality from the people you
surround yourself with,” he
said.

Every honoree received a
standing ovation and much
applause.

Meadows closed out the
event with remarks and re-
minder to those newsmakers
todoevenmoreinthe commu-
nity.

Reverend Donald
Perryman of Center of Hope
Church and a columnist for
The Truth closed the pro-
ceedings with the Benedic-
tion.

Apply today and your child, grade K-8, could receive
a scholarship worth up to 75% of next year’s tuition at
the private school of your choice.

Families that meet eligibility requirements and live in
Lucas, Wood or Fulton county can expose their children
to a rich diversity, new ideas, and new ways of learning.

Northwest Ohl$

Scholarship Fund

I'.II'. mmg !I_[[';.

' 600 s
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Court-Appointed Special Advocate and Citizens Review
Board Volunteers Honored at CASA/CRB Awards Banquet

Special to The Truth

On Thursday evening
April 22 about 150 people
gathered at a special din-
ner at The Toledo Club to
celebrate CASA’s 30" an-

niversary and honor the
citizen volunteers of
CASA (Court Appointed
Special Advocates) and
CRB (Citizens Review

Board) who last year do-
nated over 16,000 volun-
teer hours to the abused
and neglected children
served by the Juvenile

Book Review

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
The Truth Contributor

Yourcolleagueiskicking
your tail.

Nobody can touch him;
he’s like a non-stop Super
Hero. He outsells you, out-
performs you, outdoes ev-
erything you do. He even
outwits you sometimes and
though you hate to whine
about it — what’s with this
guy, anyhow?

Lookslike yourcolleague
has harnessed the power of
what’s in his cranium, and
as Jeff Brown and Mark
Fenske (with LizNeporent)
write in The Winner’s
Brain, you can do it, too.

As you’ve probably no-
ticed with that tail-kicking
colleague, a winner’s brain
doesn’t work like other
brains. Winner’s brains can
tune out distractions. They
can adapt with what seems
like a click of a switch, and
they do it all so effortlessly.

According to the au-
thors, there are five traits
that setnotable people apart
fromtherestofus. The traits
—called BrainPower Tools—
are Opportunity Radar (abil-
ity to spot opportunity);
Optimal Risk Gauge (ability
to assess good and bad
risk); Goal Laser (honing in
on goals); Effort Accelera-
tor (ability to boost effort
quickly) and Talent Meter
(recognition of talent or lack
thereof).

Butbefore you start feel-
ing discouraged, remember
that there is good news. If
your BrainPower Tools are
weak, you can strengthen
them with eight strategies:

Know who you are with
Self Awareness. Once you
know who you are, you can
better understand others
and be more authentic.

“Make your own good
fortune” with Motivation,
but keep in mind that re-
wards sometimes backfire.

Cultivate the ability to
narrow your Focusand learn
to be patient. Good things
really do come to those who

The Winner’s Brain by Jeff
Brown and Mark Fenske
(with Liz Neporent)

¢.2010, DaCapo Press $25.00/ $31.95
Canada 226 pages

Jaff Brown

The
Winner's
Brain

8 Strotegies Great Minds

e to Achieve Success

i Mork Fanite

wait.

Learn to achieve Emo-
tional Balance by recogniz-
ing emotions in yourself and
others. That helps you gain
empathy.

Use your senses to en-
hance Memory. Surprise
trick: point at what you want
to remember. Actions help
the brain retain.

Embrace Resilience and
Adaptability. They help you
bounce back no matter what
life throws at you.

And finally, don’t forget
Brain Care. Feed your brain
by eating right; staying ac-
tive, surprising yourself, in-
spiring your brain, getting a
good nights’ sleep, and yes,
having a little caffeine.

Thad mixed feelings about
The Winner’s Brain.

Authors Jeff Brown (a
cognitive-behavioral psy-
chologist) and Mark Fenske
(a neuroscientist) give their
readers an easy-to-grasp tour
ofthebrainand its basic func-

tions, as well as a wealth of
exercises to help grow neu-
rons and “re-route” them as
needed. In that regard, the
hard-science approach that
this book takes is useful to
anyone who strives to over-
come modern adversity in
business.

As 1 was reading this
book, though, I couldn’t
help but feel as if Id read it
before. And therein lies the
problem: The Winner's
Brain is a lot like all the
other books in this genre.
Yes, it’s helpful but, no,
nothing here screams
“NEW” to me.

Ithink, ifyou’renotover-
loaded with “your brain at
work™ books, this is an ex-
cellent introduction to the
subject. But if you’ve al-
ready read two or three
books of this ilk, The
Winner's Brain is just go-
ing to make you whine.

Court.

The evening honored
the 223 CASA volunteers
and 23 CRB volunteers
and ended with a special
awards ceremony.
Donald Brooks received
the CASA Rising Star
Award for his excellent
advocacy for  our
community’s abused and
neglected children and
dedication to the CASA
program. This annual
award is made to a novice
CASA volunteer during

his or her first two years
of service.

Brooks came to CASA
at the invitation of his
friend and fellow pastor,
William Lucas. In de-
scribing Brooks, Lucas
County CASA Director
Carol Martin said, “From
the initial interview, to
reading his references to
watching him as a trainee,
we knew we had found a
special man who would
be a special CASA.
Donald is a compassion-

Donald Brooks Rising Star
2010 and Judge Cubbo,

pteer to help

ate man who quickly won
the trust of his CASA kids.
In his quiet, steady way
he relentlessly advocated
for their needs.”

Lucas County CASA
(Court Appointed Special
Advocate), a non-profit
organization that has op-
erated in Lucas County
since 1980, is one of the
oldest and most respected
of the 1000 CASA pro-
grams nationwide. CASA
volunteers are ordinary
citizens who are trained to
investigate and monitor
child abuse cases. CASA
volunteers work for the
Juvenile Court judges and
are sworn officers of the
court. CASA’s mission is
to advocate so that child
victims find safe, perma-
nent, nurturing homes and
do not get lost in the child
welfare system.

There continues to be a
great need for additional
volunteers. For volunteer
information on becoming
aCASA volunteeroravol-
unteer member of the Citi-
zen Review Board, call the
CASA office located in
downtown Toledo at the
Juvenile Justice Center,
1801 Spielbusch Ave., at
419-213-6753 or email

casainfo@co.lucas.oh.us.
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TPS Foundation Honors the Leaders of Tomorrow

By Brittany Jones
Sojourner Truth Reporter
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The leaders of tomorrow
are students of today.

Numerous opportuni-
ties, exceptional education
and limitless support are
needed in order for the stu-
dents to reach their dreams
and make a difference.

For those youth who are
making a mark or want to
makeamark within their com-
munity, the Toledo Public
Schools Foundation is one
of those outlets created to
promote excellence.

On Tuesday evening,
May 11, at the Gladieux
Meadows from 6:00 p.m. —
7:30 p.m., the Board of the
TPS Foundation hosted the
“Salute to Scholars: A Cel-
cbration of Learning.”

According to the
Foundation’s literature, this
affairis in honor of the “edu-
cators and students for their
hard work, imagination and
persistence in following
their dreams toreality. They
lift the spirits of their fellow
students and educators.”

To begin the night, Edna
Robertson, president of the
TPS Foundation Governing
Board, welcomed the

guests, explained the his-
tory of the Foundation and
introduced the board of the
Foundation. She spoke of
how a TPS education can be
rewarding.

“I only wish that some-
one would tell the story
straight because we have a
lot to be proud of,” said
Robertson. “We must do
that because this is the fu-
ture, not just for the chil-
dren and the young people
today, this is for their sis-
ters and brothers and their
children and grandchil-
dren.”

President of the Toledo
Board of Education Bob
Vasquez and TPS Superin-
tendent John Foley gave
welcomes on behalf of the
school district. There were
tributes on behalf of Foley,
who is resigning, by
Vasquez and Robertson,
about their experience work-
ing and being in his com-
pany during his 33 years of
service.

Deborah Barnett,a Foun-
dation trustee, introduced
the evening’s keynote
speaker, Crystal Ellis. He

was the district superinten-
dent from 1991-1996.

Ellis has an abundance
of honors ranging from re-
cently being named one of
100 most prominent alumni
atBowling Green State Uni-
versity to being the first
African-American to play
basketball for BGSU.

He spoke of his experi-
ences and lessons in the
education field. He recog-
nized educators, parents
and those who support the
public education system
because without that sup-
port, the students would not
have that motivation and
influence for their dreams.

To add to the message,
Ellis chose little selections
from H. Jackson Brown, Jr’s
book, Life’s Little Instruc-
tions Book, such “Talk slow,
but think quick” or “When
you lose, don’t lose the les-
son.”

He said that these are
little boards that aid and as-
sist the academic core cur-
riculum, which to him, are
just as important for life.

He closed with a quote
from Franklin D. Roosevelt:

“You cannot always build a
future for our youth but you
can help build our youth for
the future.”

Then came the announc-
ing of the grants and schol-
arships.

This year’s grants totaled
$116,535, which included
$6,000 for student enrich-
ment funds ($4,000 is for
transportation for fourth
graders to attend a Toledo
Symphony Concert and
$2,000 goes to the construc-
tion of Waite High School’s
new dugout).

There was an endow-
ment giftof$21,131.50 from
Ruth (Roberts) Thomas Sr.,
alongtime TPS math teacher
at Robinson Middle School
and Stewart Elementary
School. The other endow-
mentof$27,500 from Lucas
Metropolitan Housing Au-
thority added to the LMHA
Larry Sykes “What’s Your
Dream?” Scholarship Fund.

There were 75 students
and three educators hon-
ored during the evening
with a total of 84 scholar-
ships awarded.

To begin the award seg-

ment of the evening, three
sixth-graders were pre-
sented with money towards
their college tuition. Next up
were the educators, and
they were given grants from
Aflac for programs they
were trying to establish at
their high school. The three
programs are after-school
math tutoring, an anatomy
and physiology field trip to
The University of Toledo’s
Gross Anatomy Lab for the
students at Waite and an
obesity prevention program
at Libbey.

The final grouping was
for the graduating seniors
of the various public high
schools, the Toledo Tech-
nology Academy, Toledo
Early College High School
and the Polly Fox Academy.

The awards were ar-
ranged by degrees such as
accounting and music edu-
cation or were general
scholarships from universi-
ties and foundations.

The representatives of
the various scholarships in-
troduced the recipients by
relating something about
their high school career in-

cluding extracurricular ac-
tivities and what made the
students were qualified to
receive the awards. The
nightended with remarks by
Robertson and her thanks
to parents, students and
award donors.

The TPS Foundation be-
gan in 1999 in an effort to
give outstanding and de-
serving graduating seniors
college scholarships to con-
tinue their education in their
chosen field.

The goals of the founda-
tion are to “provide scholar-
ships to outstanding and
deserving students to cre-
ate the community leaders of
tomorrow, support creative
and innovative projects de-
veloped by educators to
stimulate student excellence,
build the endowment to gen-
erate perpetual funds for ex-
cellence and provide funds
to support an enhanced
learning environment.”

Their mission is to pro-
mote quality public educa-
tion through supplemental
funding for programs, schol-
arships and academic initia-
tives.
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WHERE I’'M FROM: A Little Trip Around the Glass City

By Michael Hayes
Minister of Culture

I started to write about
a stressful situation in-
volving lies and gossip.

I started to write about
Toledo’s attitude towards
Crystal Bowersox.

A few other subjects
rolled around in my mind
and then I noticed a com-
mon thread among them
all — pride.

Too much pride leads
people to choose chaos
instead of peace, because
peace requires a humble
heart.

Too little pride leads
people to become cynical
and apathetic at times
when their support is nec-
essary to achieve the
greater good.

I’m sure you can draw
the parallels.

Butthinking about pride
got me thinking about be-
ing grounded, and that got
me thinking about To-
ledo. Where I'm from and
where I might have to
leave from soon.

When you don’t have
pride in your home, it
shows.

Mismanagement, ill re-
pair, bad reputation and
just plain hating...
Toledoans hate nothing
more than they hate To-
ledo and it’s evident we
don’t respect each other
because we don’t respect
this place where we all
dwell.

If it’s true what they
say about not knowing
where you’re going until
you know where you’ve
been, I want to walk you
all through my grounds in
the Glass City.

SOUTHSIDE

This arearaised me un-
til a pre teen basically.

NotSOUTH TOLEDO,
the Southside is every-
thing south of Dorr St.
from Detroit St. to down-
town. I grew up on Ann’s
Barbecue. Got sent to the
store on my bike to Bobby
Howards, the Early Bird
and J.R.’s as a kid in the
80’s.

The only sportI’ve ever
been good at is track and,
before winning a few
awards at

N.Y.S.P. summer
games, [ went to the state
levelin the Hershey games
for the 100m.

Guess where I prac-
ticed? Up and down the
600 block of Lucas St.
right behind Belmont and
some days at Savage/City
Park. One of only two
families on my street with
two parents, my dad
would help me train.

One of the biggestdrug
dealers in the city was a
close friend of the fam
and 4" of July on our
street was better than
downtown because he
splurged for all the kids
to have the best fireworks
money could buy.

I had cousins in the
nearby projects of Brand

Whitlock and Port
Lawrence.
Saw my first chalk out-

line in the Brands, learned
how to run across 175 to
the P.L.’s without get-
ting hit, and had fights,
girlfriends and friends in
both P.J.’s.

Back in my neighbor-
hood, it was all about if
you went to Pickett or
Stewart.

I went to Ella P.
Stewart, and before
graduating from the 6"
grade in 1990 I was a
crossing guard, and ev-
ery year like clockwork
I’d be on the honor roll
but still get suspended for
behavior and such.

After school, I'd come
home and go in my room

and play the drums but
then I’d get nervous when
afew people would gather
out in front of my house
to listen. The Frederick
Douglass Center play-
ground, watching
Chevies and Cadillacs
bump the Geto Boys mu-
sic up and down Nebraska
Ave. and attending St.
Stephens A.M.E. on City
Park is how I spent my
elementary years.

X BLOCK

After a brief layover in
the Old West End with
my Aunt Sandy, I spent
seventh to 12" grade in a
neighborhood now
known as X Block. A
small park we called Dirt
Court was the place to be
seen even though it was
at times violent. A friend
of mine was shot during a
drive-by up there one
summer. The E.C.G. Crip
gang was the ruling elite
all along Central Ave.
from Glenwood over to
Cherry St. and north to
Berdan but G.G.C. and
Scottwood Cartel were
there too.

Always thought it was
funny our closest store
was called Safeway (De-
troit St. & Highland) but
the gang-infested early
90s kept my neighborhood
booming with activity I
wouldn’texactly describe
as “safe”...

Some of my best
memories come from
O.W.E. Jr. High. Once
again, if my name was
being mentioned for
Honor Roll I was usually
sitting in B.I.C. when it
was called.

Our rivalry with
Robinson Jr. High was
fun, but got out of hand
because of gang tensions.
A member of the choir, a
drummer in the band and
hiding things in my locker
that could’ve got me in
serious trouble is how I
spent those years at “o
dub.”

I don’t know why To-

ledo has this fixation with
kicking it at the gas sta-
tion but Cherry St. &
Central Ave. had BP and
Hy Miler plus a Rally’s all
right there. Shoot outs at
the gas station? Yup! Got
so bad they closed that
gas station.

It wasn’t all Menace I1
Society stuff tho, I hit up
Kent Branch on the regu-
lar and one night Corey,
Rick and Marcus and I
snuck into the 300 Club
on Collingwood and saw
our first strippers at age
15. X Block is now called
that because X Boone is
no longer with us, and if I
had to shout out everyone
from that part of my
youth who impacted me
it would take forever.

But I was always strad-
dling that line between
where I’m from and
where I’'m headed. At 16,
Mayor Carty Finkbeiner
chose Rick and me to be
on his radio program

to discuss things we
were doing for the city
and once I told him what
part of Toledo I was from
he mentioned that a TPD
police paddy wagon had
been stolen there recently
and I just nervously
laughed it offand changed

the subject.

The neighborhoods of
Toledo that raised me did
have a lot of negativity.

But they also had many
hard working families
who added to the com-
munity.

People who worked
jobs, owned homes, fo-
cused on education and
helped the hood feel like
extended family.

Things were bad in the
90’s in this city, but for
some reason I had pride
about where I came from.
I have pride that I am a
Scott and UT graduate.
My mom and dad’s legacy
of artistic involvement in
this city has always given
me pride. I see many
people doing their partand
making moves that would
cause any Toledoan to
hold his/her head just a
little bit higher.

But mostly, I see a se-
vere crisis of self esteem.

The kind of hole in a
person that seeks to fill
itself by finding fault in
others.

Toledo, you should be
proud we have a tough
mayor, he still has a lot to
prove but his standing up
to the police earned him

points in my book.

Toledo, you should be
proud of  Crystal
Bowersox because she
has brought more integ-
rity to that show than any-
one in recent memory.

Toledo, you should be
proud ... because feeling
messed up is only to leave
our city more messed up.

Find something good
to say about your city, I
dare you.

Because even though
I’m probably going to use
the first check I get from
producing music to leave
this place, I’'m always go-
ing to rep where I'm from.

Peace.

Email or Facebook
s e a r ¢ h :
glasscitytruth@yahoo.com

SPECIAL
NOUNCEMENT:

Saturday May 22
Oliver House 6pm, ART
FOR HAITI goes down..
come downtown.

Saturday May 29 Truth
Art Gallery: The Listen-
ing presents Hip Hop Art-
ist

B.M.G. Outa Space
Showcase

AN-
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Black MarketPlace

Call Bessie Humphrey - Maddox Realtor

419.260.0215
@ 1334 Prospect (3-Unit Apt)
$20,000
909 Blum St (Lot) $8,000
2428 Lawton (House)

(Sale or Lease Option) $28,000
2223 Ashland (Commerical Bldg)
(Sale, Lease or Land Contract) $110,000

ABATE DIRT CARPET CLEANING
ICRC CERTIFIED - INSURED
www.abatedirtcarpetcleaning.com

“Restoring your Carpet
and
Peace of Mind 1-stroke at a time”

Wanda Allen Carpet Cleaning
Special 2 Rooms Any Size $69 + tax — ..
Residential - Commerical - Call Toda;
Call : 419.787.8297

WHY RENT?...INVEST!
1637-39 Potomac Drive
Owner Occupancy w/Rental Income, 2 bds, Living Rm,
Dining Rm, Kitchen w/Breakfast Nook, Custom finished
Basement w/Bar, Office,Cedar Closet, 2 Car Garage
Wilma Smith * DiSalle Real Estate Company
Cell 419.350.7514

Houses For Rent
Everything New: Paint, Carpet,
Stove, Refrig. Section 8 OK

MVP Property Management
419-244-8566.

Real Estate Sales - Property Management
Lease Purchase & Rental
Condominiums Apartments
We are a FULL SERVICE REAL ESTATE
Compan
Call 419.810.7097  Office 419.537.1090
Kimberly is a licensed realtor for 10 years.

Kimberly Brown
Realtor

1310 Prospect * SALE PRICE $17,000
Cash or Conventional
“Fixer-Upper’s Dream Come True” - Solid home with
lots of character in established neighborhool. Mdn)

mechanical updates and plenty of storage. Sold “as is”.

Call Alma Dortch-Gilbert 419.297.2301 for appomtmem
adortchgilbert@sbcglobal.net

“PODIATRIST KEEPS PATIENTS ON THEIR FEET’
Bunions, hammer toes, and plantar fascities are
some of the common foot problems. Dr. Edna M.
Jean, DPM deals with every day. She sees a lot
of ingrown toenails and fungal nail infections. She
also treats diabetics and orders diabetic shoes for
those who qualify.. As a podiatrist, Dr. Jean
literally helps keep you on your feet.

Dr. Edna M. Jean, DPM
1857 N. Reynolds Rd. Toledo, OH 43615

Schedule an appointment by calling 419-537-9877

Duplex for Purchase or Lease
Great investment property! Excellant condition! Move in ready for

owner or tenants. Both units contain newer furnace, hot water tanks,
new windows, updated clectrical system. Both consist of large living
areas and lots of storage space. WOW! Motivated seller. Easy access

forshowings: - Seaway Asset Management
Call Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097

$16,000 Down Payment Assistance
May mcludg other incentives if you purchase now! Unique two-story
brick home located Olde South End. Totally remodeled! Over 1,500
sq. ft. home furnished with appliances. 1* floor LNDY room, Iargc
bedroom. Large closets. Extra loft for entertainment. Must see!

Seaway Asset Management
Call Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097

YOU'VE ALL BEEN WAITING FOR THIS!
SCREEN PRINTED TRANSFERS & AIRBRUSH

NOVARRO’S GARMENT IMPRINT

1 TO 101+ T-SHIRTS
DESIGNS FOR ANY OCCASIONS: Reunions — Business — Schools

Sports — Events — Civie — Youth ...

ENGLISHISPANISH
Novarro. 1@bex.net google NOVARRO GIBSON 419-464-2361

THE C. BROWN FUNERAL HOME, INC.

1629 Nebraska Avenue, 43607

HOUSES FOR RENT!!!!
SECTION 8 WELCOM
Website: www.whittgrouprealty.com
Click on Featured Listings and Navigate
OR call 419.536.7377
Email: propertymanagement@ whittgrouprealty.com

ROUF REA

“A Life with natural health and beauty”
Body magic system - designed to re-shape, restore & revive
Vitamins
Variety of nutritional supplements
Lose inches without exercise or surgery =
Contact me to set up a showcase -

www.ardyssinternational.com/UniqueDesigns:

Tracl Barner drknlvlytbarner@yahoo.com: 419.346.8610

L Better Care Lawn &
% Show Removal Services L.L.C.
Commerical/Residential Free Estimates
Senior Citizen Discount
Insured and Bonded Landsca}%inf
54.3953

Phone: 419.917.6440 * Fax: 419.
www.bettercarelawnservice.com

Woodley Court - $259,000
6 bedroom, 2 1/2 baths, 3488 sq. ft.-Custom-built home. Must
see to believe. Located in the quiet Trail Acres subdivision. Built
for entertaining or large family. Easy to show and ready for buyer.
eaway Asset Management

Call Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097

Hillandale - $87,000/REDUCED

Ottawa Hills condo. 1440 sq. ft., 2 full baths. Location, location,
location. Bright home, new carpet, newly painted. Spacious one
floor. Lots of storage, pm ate garage. One great unit.
caway Asset anagement
Call Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097

DAL Toran Heser IareoseviesT
Servbeers (e lode: =
Friw Esiimabes
Contact Dareell of 4EP #7275

Good Credit or Bad

Place your classified ad in
The Sojourner’s Truth
Call Pam at 419-243-0007

www.thetruthtoledo.com

iGrace Edwards

Proanr!, cormad Ry i Eohagse

s 78] TR

LRSS -
WSt [ Salle
ki Tk hTE L.

e F ]

Fail Fuin¥el Ty

THE REAL FROS!

DEBT RELIEF? d Credit or L Ambiance
CHAPTER 7 BANKRUPTCY New or Used Banquet Hall & Catering Service
= [ Call JP the Stork ] L ]
| $650.00 plus court costs He Delivers Wedding Ceren B erences
419.320.0863 Graduation Pa: day Parties
FREE ADVICE Corporate Ever ily Reunions
LA 210 Bloomfield - $50,900 Birthday Partie ial Events
ATTY. LAFE TOLLIVER : GREAT BUY! !
» 3 bdrms - 1 full bath - livingroom/dining combo Takang Abunay Renwyck Dr.
ot with cozy kitchen. Bc{lutifully landscaped with 1o, Ohio 43615
419-249-2703 fenced in yard. Move in ready! . 419.508.3999
a debt relief agency per the bky code Call Alma DOQ}lf,‘};f;L?ﬁf;‘{};’;ﬁiziii?ﬂnf;r appointment 419.534.2392 fax
L’ Ambiance NEW PRICE!! PERFECT STARTER

Banquet Hall & Catering Service

Wedding Ceremonies
Graduation Parties
Corporate Events
Birthday Parties

Conferences
Holiday Parties
Family Reunions
Special Events

Takang Abunaw 5327 Renwyck Dr.
Toledo, Ohio 43615
419.508.3999 ph
419.534.2392 fax
[ET 2 2 & 3 BR Homes City Wide!

Traditional financing & lease w/option
available for some.
Call Montalena @ 419.320.5224

I a and follow me...

- s Your Guide To Home!!

IN Move-In Conpition!! 1818 Macomser
2 bds, living rm, dining rm w/hardwood floors. All new
windows. Newer roof, furnace, and hot water tank. C/A,
Security System & Patio in rear yard. Appliances stay
Wilma Smith * DiSalle Real Estate Company
Cell 419.350.7514

STNA TRAINING
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ATTORNEY

Lucas County Children Services is seeking can-
didates for Staff Attorney. Will prepare agency court
cases; provide legal research, advice/consultation.
Ohiolaw license and notary required. Exp. injuvenile
law-related cases desirable. Ability to work in cross-
cultural situations. See additional requirements at
www.lucaskids.net. Send resume by 5/31/10to LCCS,
705 Adams St., Toledo, OH 43604 (Fax: 419-327-
3291) EOE valuing diversity.

DRIVER (Part-time)

Transports children and adults to visitations and
appointments. 21 hrs/wk (hours will vary with evening
&weekend work required). Position starts at $12.38/
hr.w/benefits. REQUIREMENTS: HS diploma/equiv.;
valid driver’s license, ins., clean driving record and
reliable auto. See complete position requirements at
www.lucaskids.net. Send resume to Human Re-
sources, LCCS, 705 Adams St., Toledo, OH 43604 or
fax to 327-3291 by 5/28/10. EOE valuing diversity

Finance Positions
City of Toledo, OH
The City of Toledo seeks qualified candidates in
the following areas: budget analysis, purchasing
(including head of purchasing), accounting, grants
management, tax auditing and collection, project
accounting, utility accounting, and debt manage-
ment. Candidates with SAP experience particularly
areencouragedtoapply. Interested individuals should
obtain an application at the Department of Human
Resources, One Government Center, Suite 1920,
Toledo, OH 43604 or on line at the Department of
Human Resources web page at www.toledo.oh.gov.
The City of Toledo is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
Minorities, females and individuals with disabilities
are encouraged to apply.

Wanted
| buy diabetes supplies
And test strips
Call419-740-7162
Please leave a message

The University of Toledo

Job 999418 ~ Academic Advisor, Business Tech-
nology, College of Business:

The Academic/International Partnership Academic
Advisor is responsible for advising students enrolled
inthe Department of Applied Organizational Technol-
ogy (DAQOT) and also advises prospective and cur-
rently enrolled international partnership students (i.e.
China, Egypt, and Vietnam) in the College of Busi-
ness Administration. The position is responsible for
assisting DAOT students with making program of
study decisions, developing academic plans and
selecting courses. The position will also entail
assisting in the admissions process for all interna-
tional partnership students including record mainte-
nance, transcript evaluations and correspondence.
The salary range for this position is between $36,000
—$40,000 annually.

The requirements for this position include:

1 Master’s degree in business, higher educa-
tion, or related field.

2 One year of advising experience in a college
setting

3 Preferexperienceindealing with international
programs, admissions and transfer credit evaluation

1 Preferexperience inworking with degree audit
and the Banner System

2 Excellentoraland written communication skills

Applicants submit a cover letter (include position
title and job #), a resume, as well as the names and
contactinformation for three professional references
to: The University of Toledo, Human Resources De-
partment, Toledo, Ohio 43606-3390; Fax (419) 530-
1490; or email recruit@utoledo.edu, which is pre-
ferred. Use only one method of application. Re-
sumes must be received by Friday, May 28,2010.

The University of Toledo is an Equal Access,
Equal Opportunity, Affirmative Action Employer
and Educator.

Salon Needs Techs
New! South Toledo Nail Salon is seeking the
following: Esthetician and Nail Technician.
Booth rent $50.00 per week to start, commission
possible. For information call Roxy at (419) 380-
9528.

Executive Assistant For Federal
Program Management

Tomanage district Title Grants & CCIP for Wash-
ington Local Schools.

Applicants must have experience with budgets
and reports for federal Title programs and CCIP
reporting.

Basic accounting and bookkeeping skills.  Full
time, 12 month position.

Approximately $19-$26 an hour depending upon
experience. Full health benefits.

Apply online only by May 10 at www.wls4kids.org
(Employment link)

NORTHGATE APARTMENTS

Now Accepting Applications
1 AND 2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
Mature Adult Community for Persons 55 and Older

or Mobility Impaired. RentBased on
Income. Heat, Appliances, Drapes
{ and Carpeting Included. Call (419)

729-7118for details.

Attention All Vendors
Join us for this year’s 6th Annual African
American Festival To be held
Saturday, July 10 — Sunday, July 11, 2009
At The University of Toledo’s Scott Park
Campus
Contact Suzette Cowell at 419.255.8876 for
more information
Call TODAY - Space is limited!!

For Rent
Two bedroom duplex at 426 Dexter,
North Toledo
$450. Refrigerator and stove included
Call419-559-6132

Brand New Flea Market
Vendors wanted. Great location; Great traffic;
Great extra money
Call866-424-1544

House for Rent
North End. Fenced in
Full basement. Deck

2 Bedrooms, 1 %: baths

419726-2758

Services
Two women, brooms, paint brushes, etc.
419-726-2758

THE WILLARD APARTMENTS
2257 Upton Avenue
Preferred Properties, Inc. is accepting applica-
tions for a 1 bedroom ($365) and 2 bedroom ($415)
apartments with a gas allowance.
Section 8 vouchers accepted.

Application fee is $25. For an
appointment to apply or more infor-
mation call (419) 389-0361.

Doves Manor Apartments
Now Accepting Applications
1 Bedroom Apartments for Seniors 62+
All utilities included, Income-based rent, Library,
Fitness Center, Wellness Clinic, Extra Storage, Cen-
tral air and heat, On-site laundry facilities
Applications are accepted Monday - Friday from

9:30AM to 12:30PM. Call (419) 389-
9999 for details. @ E
House for Rent
3545 Dean Avenue. One level, two bedroom.
Screened-in back porch,
alarm system and garage.

See itto believe it!!

Rent, deposit, security check required.
Call419-514-4011 Aisha’s Housing

LEGAL NOTICE

Sealed bids will be received by the Board of
Education for the Toledo Public Schools at the office
of the Treasurer, 420 E. Manhattan Blvd., Toledo,
Ohio43608-1267, until12:00 pm, local time, on June
2, 2010, for Roofing Replacement at Harvard
Elementary School based upon specifications pre-
pared by Allied Toledo Architects,LLC/The Col-
laborative Inc. Bids will be opened and read
immediately afterwards. Submitall questionstoDan
J. Tabor, AlA, Architect/Partner by fax (419) 242-
7400 or email dtabor@thecollaborativeinc.com.

Amandatory pre-bid meeting will be held at10:00
am on Monday, May 24, 2010 at the Harvard
Elementary School. Attendance of the pre-bid
meeting is mandatory for all bidders.

Contract Documents may be viewed or ordered
online at www.tpssegment6.com.

Contract Documents can be obtained from Becker
Impressions Inc. 4646 Angola Road, Toledo,
Ohio, 43615; phone (419) 385-5303
(www.beckerplanroom.com) for the cost of the print-
ing to be paid to the printing company at the time the
drawings are picked up. Shipping and tax charges
are the Bidder's responsibility and payable directly to
Becker Impressions.

Contract Documents may be viewed online
www.tpssegment6.com; online
www.beckerplanroom.com; during business hours at
Becker Impressions at no charge; during business
hours at Builder's Exchange of Toledo.

Allbids must be accompanied by a Bid Guaranty
inthe form of either a Bid Guaranty and ContractBond
for the full amount of the bid (including all add
alternates) or a certified check, cashier’s check, or
an irrevocable letter of credit in an amount equal to
10% of the bid (including all add alternates), as
described in the Instructions to Bidders.

All Bidders will be required to comply with the
Toledo Public Schools, Community Inclusion Plan
and will be required to pay specified wage rates as
provided in the Bid Documents.

No Bidder may withdraw its bid within 60 days
after the bid opening. The Board of Education
reserves the right to waive irregularities in bids, to
reject any or all bids, and to conduct such investiga-
tion as necessary to determine the responsibility of a
bidder.
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Indiana Avenue MBC Inducts Eight into Senior Citizens
Hall of Fame

Sojourner’s Truth Staff

The 29th annual Senior
Citizens’ Prayer Breakfast at
Indiana Avenue Missionary
Baptist Church took place on
Saturday, May 15 as dozens
of'the congregation’s seniors
gathered to feast on eggs,
grits, hash browns, sausage
and bacon and to recognize
the accomplishments of eight
of their group who were in-
ducted into the Senior Citi-
zens Hall of Fame.

The inductees themselves
had not been told of their
selection and were all grate-
fully surprised when their
names and achievements
were shared with the audi-
ence.

The celebration, whose
theme was “Being Faithful in
Declaring the Good News of

God’s Faithfulness from Gen-
eration to Generation,”
started with a welcome from
the mistress of ceremonies,
Blanche Curtis, who would
later in the program register
her own surprise at being
named one of the inductees,
and then moved onto the
breakfast buffet.

After the meal, Deacon
Jonathan Whitlock offered
thekeynote address in which
he informed his audience that
being in “your golden years
can benefit those of this gen-
eration.”

Whitlock advised his lis-
teners to use their collective
wisdom to help the younger
generations.

“Our young people need
to hear more of us speaking

Front Row Ethel Files, Letha Goree and Blanche
Curtis; Standing Rev: John Roberts, Matthew Gray,
Jim Jolmsrm. Jr., Aaron Wizgen

ine Flornoy, Clara Jackson, Rev.
s, Deacon Jonathan Whitlock,
Florence Butts and Jean Williams

the word of God — tell them
strictly about what Jesus is
doingin2010—rightnow,”he

said. “Convert those golden
years into active years to let
... this younger generation

correct their mistakes.”

Following the Whitlock’s
words, the honorees were
announced — introduced by
Leroy Bates, Robert Goree
and committee members Flo-
rence Butts and Maxine
Fornoy.

This year’s honorees — the
fifth class of those inducted
into the Hall of Fame — were:
Trustee Matthew Gray forbusi-
ness; Trustee Jim Johnson, Jr.
for caregiving; Deacon Aaron
Wizgen forcommunity service;
Sis. Ethel Files for mentoring,
Curtis formedicine/health; Sis-
ter Patricia Gurley forreligion;
Sister Letha Goree for
volunteerism and Brother
Herman Thomas for special-
servanthood.

This year’s breakfast com-
mittee was led by Chairman
Clara Jackson and included
Butts, Fornoy and Jean Will-
iams.

Accelerated Foster Care
and Adoption Classes

Begin in June
Lucas County Children Services Seeking

Foster and Adoptive Families

Special to The Truth

Lucas County Children
Services (LCCS) is mak-
ing it easy for adults in-
terested in becoming fos-
ter or adoptive parents to
attend its upcoming free
training classes.

An accelerated train-
ing session takes place on
six consecutive week-
days, from June 21
through June 28. The all-
day (9 a.m. to 4 p.m.)
classes cover two topics
each day. To register for

the free classes, which
are required for anyone
seeking to become a fos-
ter or adoptive parent, call
419-213-3336 or visit
www.lucaskids.net. Ad-
ditional training sessions
will be offered in Sep-
tember and October.
The agency is presently
seeking adults and fami-
lies who can provide lov-
ing and stable homes for
youth with behavioral, de-
velopmental or physical

2 & 3 BR HOMES

CITY WIDE!
Traditional Financing & Lease

‘W/Option Available For Some

Call Montalena @ 419.320.5224
and follow me...

Your Guide To Home!!

Montalena

challenges and groups of
three or more brothers and
sisters.

Qualifying to be a fos-
ter or adoptive parent is
easier than you think.

You...

* Must be at least 18
years of age to adopt; 21
to become a foster parent

* Can be married or
single

* Can own or rent your
home

* Can work outside the
home

* Don’t have to earn a
lot of money, just enough
to support yourself

*Need a safety inspec-
tion for your home

* Agree to a back-
ground check

* Receive free training

*Receive financial sup-
port, based on your
child’s needs

knows Mg _ by heart.

o MERCY
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