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This Strikes Us …
A Sojourner’s Truth Editorial

Oh yes, he did!
We’ve all heard the whispers, haven’t we? The ones that began, oh … about 100 days

after the inauguration of the nation’s first black president.
What has he done?
Just last week, one of this paper’s guest columns contained such accusations – that

President Obama has failed to accomplish anything, that his “Yes, We Can” campaign
rhetoric had bashed heads with Washington reality and come up short.

But as pundits everywhere know, nothing quite succeeds like success. And President
Obama’s success in getting the almost-universal health care coverage package passed on
Sunday night is a resounding accomplishment indeed.

Obama accomplished what a number of presidents over the past 100 years could not. That
list includes both Roosevelts, Truman, Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon (yes, indeed, Nixon, who
probably came the closest over that 100-year struggle to pass a comprehensive health care
plan – one that Obama and today’s Democrats would have happily accepted) Carter and,
in recent times, Clinton.

Clinton, of course, suffered an embarrassing defeat, a humiliation on universal health care
coverage that ultimately led to his party’s loss of control of Congress two years into his
presidency.

Now, with his own poll numbers sagging, Obama had the opportunity to renew
enthusiasm in his presidency and, make no mistake about it, he did just that.

Americans just love the smell, the appearance, of success. Especially success that comes
from bold action. Obama has taken just that type of bold action to breathe life into the health
care legislative process even in the face of the loss of a crucial Senate seat in Massachusetts.
Ironically, of course, it was the seat that the champion of health care legislation, Ted
Kennedy, had held since the dawn of time. And equally ironic was the fact that it was Ted
Kennedy’s endorsement that gave Obama’s presidential aspirations such a boost. That
endorsement came after the candidate promised the Lion of the Senate that he would give
health care his early and undivided attention upon assuming the Oval Office.

Nothing succeeds like success, as Obama himself would note during the early primaries
to explain his miraculous ascendancy over Hillary Clinton.

Lyndon Johnson once remarked during the terrible latter years of his presidency when
nothing was working in Vietnam that his standings in the polls would sky rocket if he took
bold action in that country – no matter what type of bold action it was. If he nuclear bombed
Vietnam into oblivion or flew over hat-in-hand to ask Ho Chi minh for peace, the result in the
polls would be the same – instant intensified popularity.

So let’s withhold comment on the actual health care policy for the moment and ponder
the political consequences of the bill’s passage – presuming nothing untoward happens in
the Senate this week to derail the process.

Polls show that Americans are deeply divided on the health care package and that
disapproval of the current bill has risen over the past several months – signs that might
indicate Obama’s popularity could take another hit.

However, polls also indicate that most Americans – about 62 percent – want health care
reform and that opposition to government involvement has actually decreased over the last
several months. In other words, it’s not the concept of universal health care coverage that
has been a problem for most Americans, it has been the political process that has proved
distasteful.

The polls also indicate that Americans, in general, really know little about what’s in the
massive, 2,000 page bill that supporters promise will include 32 million more Americans in
the health care system within nine years.

And the same polling numbers show that Americans fault Republicans for their intran-
sigence and believe that Obama has been sincere in his efforts at bi-partisanship.

All of these numbers indicate that the Democrats will probably not take an unmanageable
hit in the 2010 elections.

Obama stepped up and led the charge for reform and now promises to go on tour touting
the benefits that Americans can expect from the legislation.

So nothing succeeds like success and as the president hits the road, he has the aura of
success about him. The trek will probably prove to be more victory tour than educational
summit on what to expect from the bill. There is, after all, an election coming up and the
Republicans will be rolling the dice and counting on voters to express disenchantment with
health care coverage reform at the polls.

The problem with that strategy is that, as we noted, Americans really do want health care
coverage reform and now that they have it, the ugliness of the process will matter much less
than it did just a few short days ago.

March 10-28
Calvary MBC 21st Pastoral Anniversary for Rev. Floyd Smith: 10th – Church prayer at

7 pm; 12th – Service with New Home Baptist @ 7 pm; 14th – Service with True Vine @ 4 pm;
19th – Service with Beulah Baptist @ 7 pm; 21st – Service with Friendship Baptist @ 4 pm;
28th – Service with Rhema Word

March 25
Birmingham Public Library: “Teen Space;” Video games, snacks, crafts and more;

Grades 5-12

March 27
Health Fair: UAW Local 14 Hall; Sponsored by NAACP WIN; 10 am to 2 pm: 419-810-

2225
Clarence Smith Community Chorus: Annual Spring Concert; Toledo Mennonite

Church; 6 pm; Negro spirituals, songs of the season, ensemble and solo performances:
419-535-0216 or 419-535-0933

March 28
Jerusalem Baptist Church 5th Pastoral Anniversary: Pastor W.L. and First Lady Monica

Perryman; 4 pm service with Indiana Avenue MBC: 419-461-1789
Queen of the Planet Earth: Fundraiser at the Collingwood Art Center celebrating

Women’s History Month; Hosted by Sherita Evans of Planned Parenthood; 4 pm doors
open, program at 5 pm; Special performance by Self Expression Teen Theatre: 419-242-
2255

New Prospect MBC Night Sunday School: Hosted by Deacon Lionel Hueston; 7 pm:
419-944-2790

April 3
Informational Young People’s Department Kick-Off Brunch: Warren AME; 10 am to

noon: 419-243-2237

April 4
Bethesda Christian Center Cathedral Hour of Power: 11 am: 419-944-0984

April 7
Sexual Abuse Prevention Awareness Treatment Healing Coalition Mix & Mingle:

Prevention experts, providers of services to survivors, survivors, co-survivors; 5 to 7 pm;
Elizabeth House

April 10
West Toledo Bereavement Support Ministry: Bethlehem Baptist Church; 10 am: 419-

867-2122
Armor Bearer and Adjutant Training: Ramada Secor; 10 am to 2 pm: 419-322-4462

April 11
Calvary MBC Revival: 10:45 am and 5 pm; Bishop Clifton Jones of Agape Love

Ministries of Sandusky

April 14-16
Full Gospel Baptist Church Fellowship Toledo District Intercessory Prayer Confer-

ence: City of Zion, Mt. Zion Church campus; nightly at 6:30 pm: 419-246-1850

April 16-18
Calvary Baptist Church 13th Spring Retreat: $19-531-9443

April 17
“Getting to Know You Entrepreneur’s Fair:” Intrioduction of businesses: 11 am to 2

pm: 419-944-0984

April 24
Warren AME Church Health Fair: Sponsored by Faith in Motion Fitness; 10 am to 2

pm; Free screenings – blood pressure, cholesterol, glucose and vision; Comp massages;
Free healthy lunch: 419-266-1065
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Speaker after speaker
streamed forward as his or her
name was called to plead with
the Toledo Board of Educa-
tion to save a school, art and
music specialists or in opposi-
tion to cuts from school athlet-
ics to bus transportation. Sev-
eral said they would support
the TPS income tax levy, some
only if their program was
spared.

The public hearing at Start
High on St. Paddy’s day had
the feel of a pep rally for the
May 4 levy. Others suggested
it was more like a well-orga-
nized union rally since TFT,
TAAP and AFSCME members
attended en mass, easily the
largest group represented that
evening. The public hearing
the next evening at Rogers was
not attended as well, more sub-
dued and absent the union
presence although TPS em-
ployees again made up half or
more of those attending.

Francine Lawrence, TFT
president, led off the proces-
sion of speakers and was fol-
lowed by TAAP and AFSCME
representatives. Lawrence
was loudly applauded by
teachers in attendance when
introduced and with obvious
exuberance when she con-
cluded her remarks by sug-
gesting that board members
need to “chop from the top.”

Lawrence offered a number
of criticisms and one solid sug-
gestion. If the levy failed, she
suggested the district should
adopt a four-day school week
stating it would save signifi-
cant monies.

Why would Lawrence or
TPS wait for a levy defeat to
implement a new work week
that could save art and music
specialists and several school
programs perceived as suc-
cessful? Certainly such a

“There Is Fat in This
District”
By Steven Flagg
Guest Column

change is not without chal-
lenges, but they seem reason-
able as compared to the conse-
quences. Some state laws must
be waived or changed. But
since legislators have
struggled mightily with the
state budget, they’re likely to
be amenable.

One Lawrence remark was
surprising and a bit of a shocker
during a levy campaign.
Lawrence said twice consecu-
tively, “There is fat in this
school district.” On this
Lawrence gets whole-hearted
agreement from many in this
community. There may be dis-
agreements of where the “fat”
is, but you heard it from the
TFT president herself that “fat”
exists.

Lawrence should share
these cost-saving opportuni-
ties with the public. Her mem-
bers’ salaries are from taxpayer
dollars and their ideas are an
important contribution to the
discussion.

Most of those who spoke
at the public hearing asked that
their programs or special inter-
est be saved. The Toledo Tech-
nology Academy was amply
represented by students and
parents. The students came
prepared and eloquently ar-
ticulated the value of TTA and
their experiences. It was a tes-
tament to those involved par-
ents and the students of TTA.

With TTA and Early Col-
lege High School slated for
elimination, the logical next
question would be why the
elementary academies at Grove
Patterson and Old West End
were not listed as potential
cuts? Superintendent John
Foley stated on several recent
occasions that all programs not
required by state law were iden-
tified for Board review.

The longer school days and

curriculum at GP and OWE re-
sult in greater costs per stu-
dent than the average TPS el-
ementary school. GP and OWE
programs are not mandated by
state law.

All four programs serve
about 1100 students or 4.2 per-
cent of the approximately 26,000
TPS students.

So, is the current lame duck
superintendent being honest
with us? Were all programs
evaluated and sent to board
members for review?

TPS has strategically iden-
tified programs or services and
offered them in sacrifice to cre-
ate the greatest amount of
emotional turmoil. Logic takes
a holiday when proposed cuts
appear callous and are pro-
grams perceived by many to
be valuable and enriching.
They seem even more heart-
less because TPS has not de-
veloped nor articulated a set of
criteria by which they will make
these cuts. Angst always runs
higher when you can not rea-
sonably predict what will hap-
pen in these situations.

In the end, it is to the advan-
tage of the entrenched educa-
tional elite to assure that
everybody’s ox gets gored and
that emotions prevent clear
thinking regarding a levy that
will drain $18 million from the
private sector of our local
economy.

How else do you pass a
levy in these economic times
when TPS has been less than
forthcoming about its opera-
tions and where great public
cynicism regarding the safety
and efficacious use of taxpayer
dollars is evident?

Steven Flagg is a commu-
nity activist and education
advocate. For more informa-
tion visit TPSINFO.COM.

Fervor is the weapon of
choice of the impotent. –
Frantz Fanon

To African-Americans the
script is familiar. Progressive
social change – at almost

The Politics of Life and
Death
By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, D.Min.
The Truth Contributor

every critical historical junc-
ture – has been met with fren-
zied threats, epithets and in-
vectives hurled from the an-
gry, twisted and contorted
faces of mob-crowds made
up of those who stood to
gain from the status quo.

That was also the case over
the weekend as the House of
Representatives passed his-
toric legislation reforming the
nation’s health care system
despite media over-coverage
of the pathological politics of
disruption exhibited by op-
ponents of the bill.

The public use of the N-
word was resurrected and
used to assault civil rights
hero Congressman John
Lewis of Georgia. Spit and

saliva were heaved from the
inflamed mouths of zealous
protesters towards Con-
gressman Emmanuel Cleaver
(D-Mo.) as public violence
upon black leadership resur-
faced in a new form.

The protesters in the
streets were egged on by sign-
waving Republican legisla-
tors from the halls of Con-
gress in shouts of “Kill the
Bill,” and other political
threats and code words inti-
mating capital violence.

Congressman Patrick
Kennedy (D-RI) in a press
release following passage of
the health care reform bill
quoted Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. who said “Of

I had a nightmare that I want
to share with you. No, this was
not caused by some strange
sage cheese that I had with a
rye cracker nor was it gener-
ated by some smoked salmon
pate with an undercooked dill
dressing.

Who Owns Your
Chalkboard?
By Lafe Tolliver, Esq.
Guest Column

It was caused by comments
I read where some black people
are nonplussed about how the
Catholic Schools are able to
keep and maintain a high-level
educational system and, into
which system, black parents
have gladly placed their kids
assuming they have the bucks
or their kids can get scholar-
ships to do it.

It is about an attitude of
commitment and a willingness
to make pledges of time and
money to further a grander goal
and that is the proper educa-
tion of one’s kids so that when
they graduate, they are not
embarrassed by their lack of
cognitive and rhetorical skills;
and their inability to compete
with their peer group for jobs
and positions.

It is about changing one’s
perception of what is impor-
tant and what is marginal. What
is important is making sacri-
fices of time and effort and
money so that the next genera-
tion can excel.

It is about deferring the
purchase of that 200 dollar pair
of Jordan shoes or the latest X
Box or Wii system so that your
child can get a math/science
tutor so he or she can pass the
SAT or ACT tests and get into
Howard or Harvard.

It is about having your kids
in the house on weekday nights
so that they are booking it and
not soaking up the TV non-
sense of BET or that MTN
madness that, when said and
done, added nothing to their

(Continued on Page 5) (Continued on Page 5)
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Running as a Progres-
sive in the election of 1912
to re-capture the office he
had left four years earlier,
former President Theodore
Roosevelt spoke of the
need to reform the nation’s
health care system in order
to bring affordable care to
the less fortunate citizens
of the richest country on
earth.

Ninety-eight years later,
on Sunday March 21, 2010,
the Rooseveltian dream
was finally realized. The
House of Representatives,
led by Speaker Nancy
Pelosi and prodded, pushed
and nudged by President
Barack Obama, approved
legislation that will expand,
say the crafters, health care
coverage to 32 million
Americans who are cur-
rently lacking such protec-
tion.

By a margin of 219 to 216
– all Republicans voting
against the measure as did
34 Democrats – the House
passed the controversial
bill. “This is what change
looks like,” said Obama af-
ter the historic vote. “This

The “Ayes” Have It: President Obama, Speaker Pelosi
Lead Health Care Coverage Overhaul
By Fletcher Word
Sojourner’s Truth Editor

is change we can believe
in.”

Yesterday, the president
signed a bill into law that
Democrats hailed as part of
the other ground-breaking
social legislation of recent
decades.

“This is the civil rights
act of the 21st Century,” said
Rep. Jim Clyburn of South
Carolina, the top-ranking
African-American member
of the House.

“We will be joining
those who established So-
cial Security, Medicare and
now, tonight, health care
for all Americans,” said
Pelosi after the vote.

Perhaps not all Ameri-
cans and, certainly, not in
the near future. The bill pro-
poses to ultimately cover
an estimated 75 percent of
those presently uninsured
but not in full for another
nine years.

What the bill will do al-
most immediately is provide
immediate access to high-
risk pools for people with
no insurance due to pre-
existing conditions.

Within six months, the

legislation prevents insur-
ers from denying coverage
to people when they get
sick; will prevent insurers
from denying coverage to
children with pre-existing
conditions; will prevent in-
surers from imposing life-
time caps on coverage and
will require insurers to al-
low children to stay on their
parents’ policies until they
turn 26.

By 2014, the bill will pro-
vide subsidies for families
earning up to 400 percent
of the poverty level – cur-
rently about $88,000 a year
for a family of four – to
purchase health insurance;
will require most employ-
ers to provide coverage or
face penalties and will re-
quire most individuals to
get coverage or face penal-
ties.

The plan calls for health
coverage to be expanded to
the additional 32 million by
2019.

Democrats were jubilant
after their victory. The Re-
publicans … not so much.

“If we pass this bill,
there will be no turning

back,” warned House Mi-
nority Leader John Boehner
(R-OH). “In a democracy,
you can only ignore the will
of the people for so long
and get away with it.”

After the vote, however,
Republicans were indeed
claiming that they wanted,
and intended, to turn back.
A number, including Sena-
tor John McCain of Ari-
zona, Obama’s opponent
for the presidency in 2008,
vowed to do all they can to

repeal the legislation in the
future.

“We will not allow this
to stand,” said Rep. Michele
Bachmann (R. MN).

The aftermath of the
vote brought no political
unity to the land. Eleven
Republican states’ attor-
neys generals immediately
declared that they will bring
suit against the bill in fed-
eral court over what they
perceive to be the uncon-
stitutionality of forcing

people to purchase health
care coverage whether they
wish to or not. Since the
courts have long permitted
the federal government to
force citizens to pay into
Social Security and provide
financial coverage for their
future, it is unlikely that
Obama, and his Democratic
allies, are nonplussed by
such maneuvering.

In the immediate future,
the president plans to hit
the road and tout his legis-
lative victory and the ben-
efits in the plan to voters
who have become disen-
chanted with the bill – or at
least what they perceive to
be in the bill – over the last
several months of congres-
sional wrangling.

And, just a little further
off loom the mid-year elec-
tions. Can Obama generate
enough enthusiasm
throughout the land to pre-
vent a serious erosion of
his party’s strength come
November?

The Republicans are
counting on a voter back-
lash. The Democrats are hold-
ing their collective breath.

“We will be joining those who
established Social Security,
Medicare and now, tonight,
health care for all Americans,”
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all forms of inequality, injus-
tice in health care is the most
shocking and inhumane.”

Kennedy also said that the
legislation is a “victory for
the millions of Americans
who have been discriminated
against in the past.”

Indeed, African-Ameri-
cans are more likely to lack
health insurance than whites.
As a result, they are more
likely to suffer negative
health outcomes and dispari-
ties including a higher pro-
portion of debilitating dis-
eases and preventable
deaths. But beyond these

Politics
(Continued from Page 3)

racial overtones, there ap-
pears to be something even
more sinister and barbarous
at the core of the unanimous,
hostile Republican resistance
in this long-running uncivil
war to provide medical cov-
erage to millions of uninsured
Americans.

The need for health care,
which began as reform prima-
rily to benefit the mostly poor
and minority uninsured,
started to intensify in recent
years as the fallout spread to
other socio-economic
groups. The Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation indi-

cates in a 2010 study that
while soaring premiums from
rising health insurance costs
hits everyone, America’s
middle class were hit hardest.

“The facts show that ev-
eryone is suffering right now,
regardless of income. The
cost of a family insurance
policy has risen 81 percent
since 2000 while median
household income has fallen
2.5 percent. For middle-class
families, that means a bigger
piece of the household bud-
get must go to insurance.
Families may have to go with-
out coverage, delay needed

Chalkboard
(Continued from Page 3)

care or face bankruptcy if
anyone in the family gets
seriously ill,” the report con-
cludes.

Yet the new legislation
spares nearly 18,000 prevent-
able deaths annually for those
who could not afford to visit
the doctor or obtain surgical
procedures. It also allows as
many as 32 million people
(many white/ middle class) to
be covered who were previ-
ously uninsured and enables
many other under-insured
consumers to purchase a
“high-quality insurance
product at a reasonable price”
in spite of their health condi-
tion or socio-economic sta-
tus. It also provides cover-
age for dependent children
up to age 26, prohibits life-
time and annual coverage lim-
its and prevents policy can-
cellations on those who be-
come ill.

Then why the angry, ram-
pageous but concerted op-
position by powerful insur-
ance companies and special
interests? And why the ob-
jections of the Republican
Party, Tea Party members, the
United States Chamber of
Commerce and the National
Federation of Independent
Businesses? And why spend
millions of dollars to obstruct

implementation of a bill which
has tremendous life and cost
saving ability and that pro-
vides more than 95 percent of
children with a chance for a
healthy start?

Some, including scholar
Henry A. Giroux, Ph.D., insist
that the battle is simply the
manifestation of a re-emer-
gent ideology which ada-
mantly believes that “power
should reside in markets and
corporations rather than in
governments and citizens.”
Profits have become the
“driving force of everyday
life. Big government (a code
word for the social state) is
disparaged as wasteful and
incompetent except when
needed to bail bankers out of
financial debt,” says Giroux
in Youth In a Suspect Soci-
ety.

Scholar Naomi Klein adds,
“Any activity that might in-
terfere with corporate power
and profits is scrapped or
dismantled, including envi-
ronmental regulations, pub-
lic education and social wel-
fare. As a result, capital is
redistributed upward, power
transferred from traditional
political localities to
transnational corporations
while armies of people be-
come locked out, their

lifestyles are written off and
their basic needs go unmet.”

This causes entire groups,
including the poor, unem-
ployed, the young or elderly
and even the middle class to
be seen and regarded by a
brutal marketplace that has
no regard for individual or
collective suffering, as dis-
posable and unnecessary.

 “When a system of health
care relies on large for-profit
entities designed to make
money rather than improve
health,” says Klein. And
when profits mediate the su-
preme questions of life and
death such as who lives and
who dies, who survives or
who perishes, or who matters
and who doesn’t – based
solely upon how much money
it saves or generates, it be-
comes “not just a civil rights
issue but also a moral issue.”

And more importantly, an
issue which ultimately over-
comes the venomous threats
of retaliation made by the
defeated.

Men who are in earnest
are not afraid of conse-
quences. – Marcus Garvey

Contact Rev. Donald
Perryman, D.Min., at
drdlperryman@centerofhopebaptist.org

brain cells other than a lot of
visual sludge.

Kinda of like eating a bag of
chips and cheese curls and
wondering why an hour later
you are hungry You did not
dine on the right food groups
and your body is in a protest
stage for better nourishment.

Well, that is what educa-
tion is about. Unless and until
you choose to dine on the
proper food groups of math
and science and English and
art and music and logic and
composition, as opposed to
the history of the ping pong
ball or the science of paper
folding, you are “starving”
your brain and killing your fu-
ture.

    I say all of the above to
make my introduction into

what I want to say and that
is the black family and the ever-
present black church had bet-
ter pair up fast and save their
own kids and reverse their
seemingly downward negative
educational plight because the
institution known as the pub-
lic school is beginning to
topple into obscurity.

Take Toledo for an example.
The real estate base for more
levies to support fewer and
fewer students in large high
schools is ever shrinking.

John Q. Public is not happy
with either the educational pro-
cess or the end product that is
being pumped out.

For too long the public
schools have been in academic

trouble and the social fab-
ric in some of those schools
leaves much to be desired. The
fact that so many thousands of
students over the years have
jettisoned the public schools
for the few openings in both
parochial and charter schools
indicates that we have a
Gordian Knot that no one seem-
ingly knows how to untangle.

The Catholic school sys-
tem in not inexhaustible in the
number of students that they
can accept. They will either
have to raise the tuition or their
academic standards in order to
keep from being flooded by
anxious parents wanting a life

raft out of the near drowning
public school system.

When I first came to Toledo
back in the 70’s, every school
teacher I met had their pre-
cious Johnny or Suzie in either
private or parochial schools. If
that does not tell you volumes
about how they felt about the
system from which they drew
their sustenance, nothing will.

My wife and I followed suit.
Our three kids all went to paro-
chial schools during their edu-
cational years and I do not
regret it in the least. That is one
reason why I could not in good
conscience run for the school
board because I could not
govern over someone else’s
child when my own did not
attend public schools.

That is why I do not believe
any teacher, principal, admin-
istrator, school board member
or staff worker who works in or
for TPS should be required to
place their kids in no any other
system than TPS.

It is rank hypocrisy to do
otherwise. It makes no sense
to have teachers living in
Perrysburg, Rossford,
Sylvania or Ottawa Hills com-
muting to Toledo to teach but
yet their own kids go to private
schools or religious schools or
schools in their bedroom com-
munities.

Now for the gist of this ar-
ticle. Black people and the doz-
ens and dozens of black
churches that populate the so-
called inner or central city of
Toledo have better wake up
and read the chalkboard.

The public school system
is in its death throes and the

infrastructure to support it
(property taxes), is groaning
under the financial weight to
keep it propped up.

What to do? Simple, but
still missed for decades by
black people and that is: unite
and form your own quality
oases of educational systems.
It will take some time, but the
effort needs to be started now.
We have lost enough kids to a
system that seemingly does
not take their education seri-
ously and which in turns jeop-

ardizes everyone’s future.
Until the black churches

start assessing themselves
(translation: coughing up
bucks on a systemic and mean-
ingful basis) and forming alli-
ances with parent groups and
start buying land and/or re-
habbing buildings to educate
black kids, we are at the whim
and mercy of tax levies and
capricious school policies that
are temperamental about the
education of Shauntae and
DeMarcus.

This is not an indictment of
excellent teachers who make a
difference every day they walk
into a classroom and impart life
and hope to attentive students
but it is an indictment of any
black person who does not see
the value of owning and pos-
sessing the educational appa-
ratus and future of your own
kids. For too long we have
depended upon the largesse
and goodwill of “others” to do
for us.

That is childish and retro-
gressive. You will never grow
up into adulthood if you think
that if all goes bad, someone
wearing a cape and a mask will
swoop in and bail you
out…again.

The answer is not in more
levies and mega schools but in
parental commitment and fi-
nancial disciplines to stave off
a pending educational melt-
down (unless the State of Ohio
devises a different method by
which to funds public educa-
tion).

The parents who can, will
bail out of the public system
and support a system of their
own choosing but those who
are impoverished and subse-
quently left behind have got to
band together, rethink the pro-
cess and do for self. I have
given this spiel for decades
but you never know…maybe
someday, someone will take
up the chant and run the ball
into the end zone and we will
win.

Email comments for Lafe
Tolliver

to:Tolliver@Juno.com
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Women of FaithWomen of FaithWomen of FaithWomen of FaithWomen of Faith

Chicken Wings and Waffle
Dinner - $6.00

When:
Saturday, March 27, 2010

Where:
St. Philip Lutheran Church

3002 Upton Ave.
Toledo, OH  43606

419-475-2835
Time:

10:00am – 2:00pm

Once again, one of
Toledo’s long-standing lo-
cal organizations celebrated
Black History with a banquet
at the Ramada Inn. This time
the ballroom was accented
with hints of bright yellow at
the several tables where
guests as well as political,
labor and community leaders
mingled.

The yellow was not a ran-

dom placement that took
away from the elegant set-
ting, but was a representa-
tion of the Toledo chapter of
the Coalition of Black Trade
Unionists, or CBTU.

The evening of March 20
marked its 22nd Annual Black
History Banquet with the
theme, “It’s Time to Move to
the Next Level.”

Voces de la Frontera, a
low-wage and immigrant
workers’ center that informs
workers about their employ-
ment rights and promotes
community organizing to
achieve economic and social
justice, arrived in Washing-
ton D.C. on Monday, March
22 as the culmination of a
five-city tour – March for
America – to highlight labor
struggles.

The group held a rally in
Toledo on Thursday, March
18, at the Jerusalem Mission-
ary Baptist Church where
several local leaders made it
clear that they were in accord
with the organization’s goals.

“You’re in a friendly place
… with working people,” said
Pete Gerken, president of the
Lucas County Board of Com-
missioners and long-time la-
bor leader. “Our town’s a
working town but my neph-
ews and nieces, sons and
daughters don’t have the
same opportunities that I had.
They’ve taken away our jobs
from us. This is a cause we
know is true, we know is right..
You can always count on
Toledo, Ohio and our friends
in labor to stick with you.”

Also in attendance to
show support for for Voces
de la Frontera and their mis-
sion to the nation’s capital to
lobby congressman on the

Voces de la Frontera
Includes Toledo in Its March
for America Tour for Jobs
and Immigration Reform
Sojourner’s Truth Staff

issues of job creation and
immigration reform, was
WilliAnn Moore, president
of the Toledo Chapter of the
NAACP.

“Labor and the NAACP
are two organizations with
the same cause – we stand for
jobs, we stand for justice,”
Moore told the visitors. “Ev-
eryone should have a decent-
paying job. We need fair
wages, we need safe, afford-
able housing.”

The Voces de la Frontera
road tour started in Milwau-
kee on March 17 to protest
the loss of county jobs and
then moved to Indiana where

Whirlpool workers are fight-
ing to prevent a plant closing
and the loss of 1,000 jobs.

After Toledo, the group
moved south to Cincinnati.

“The recent crisis has re-
sulted in millions of people
joining the ranks of the un-
employed,” said Christine
Neumann-Ortiz, executive
director of Voces de la
Frontera. “There is more to
come. We must support work-
ers who are fighting to keep
their jobs, build greater soli-
darity among working people
and demand more from the
federal government.”

22nd Annual Coalition of Black Trade Unionists’ Banquet
By Brittany Jones
Sojourner’s Truth Reporter

The theme was chosen
with a particular motivation
towards the community. It
holds importance because, in
these times, getting involved
should be a priority. Cenia
Willis, president of the local
CBTU, expressed this prior-
ity.

“We’re trying to encour-
age people to become edu-
cated about their issues and

things that effects their daily
living like family, health care,
jobs and how important their
vote is,” she said. “We just
want to help them to move to
the next level to understand
what it means for their sur-
vival.”

The night was packed
with welcomes, awards and
entertainment, but the main

attraction was keynote
speaker, David Claxton, who
is the CBTU National Project
Coordinator.

Prior to hearing Claxton’s
speech, Tim Gray, the master
of ceremonies, began the
event with greetings from
Michael Hamilton (American
Federation of State, County
and Municipal Employees
Local 349), Toledo Council
President Wilma Brown and
Brenda Hill, Toledo Public
Schools board member.

The singing of the Black
National Anthem led way to
the Kaye Cook Dancers, a
group of young dancers rang-
ing from elementary school
to high school that performs
African dances. This night
there were five. They intro-
duced themselves to the au-
dience and then danced to
various African musical
pieces like “Jambo (Hello),”
and “Funga Alafia (Liberian
welcome dance).”

Following the entertain-
ment was prayer from Melody
Bowen-Hall, minister of St.
Paul A.M.E. Zion.

The second half of the
event opened to introduc-
tions of labor and political
such as Bob Savage, Local
500 vice president; Erica
White, CWA Local 4319 vice
president; Art Jones, candi-

date for Lucas County com-
missioner and Michael
Ashford, Toledo City coun-
cilman.

Setting the atmosphere of
community involvement and
fighting injustice was a poem
performed by Annette
McClair titled, “We Do Un-
derstand.”

Willis, Cerssandra
McPherson of Toledo Fed-
eration of Teachers Local 250
and Cheryl Tyler-Folsom of
AFSCME Local 544 gave pre-
sentations to this year’s hon-
orees and paid recognition to
past awardees. This year, Ron
Rothenbuhler, chairman of
the Lucas County Demo-
cratic Party, received the Po-
litical Achievement Award.

Although he was unable
to attend, C. Brown, Master
funeral director of C. Brown
Funeral Home, was given the
Community Activist Award.
Lastly, Stephen Kemp, assis-
tant director of UAW Region
2-B, accepted the Trade
Unionism Award.

As a special acknowledg-
ment, the Cherry Street Mis-
sion Women’s Ministry was
the recipient of the Commu-
nity Action Award. The
CBTU presented a check of
$500 to the ministry.

A musical selection of “I
Need your Spirit,” performed
by the band Jesse & Com-
pany, led way to the intro-
duction of the speaker car-
ried out by Pierrette “Petee”
Talley, secretary-treasurer of
Ohio’s AFL-CIO. Talley had

worked with Claxton during
their time in CBTU.

Claxton spoke of the im-
portance of organized job and
the fight for justice in the
trade. He tackled the issue of
the relevance of labor unions
today. To answer this ques-
tion, he referred to his first
union job at 15 when he was
a bagger at Kroger – when it
first opened – and he was let
go with no relevant reason.
With a call to his union, he

Councilmen Wilma Brown (l.) and Michael Ashford
with AFSCME Local 544 Cheryl Tyler-Folsom

(Continued on Page 11)

“Workers need a voice in the
workplace – just that simple.”

Stephen Kemp and Wayne Blanchard



The only negative aspect
to Exposing Truth Ministries
latest production – Like Mike:
The Man in the Mirror – as is
the case with all of the
company’s productions, is
that you just don’t get
enough chances to catch the
darned thing.

Like Mike opened on Sun-
day, February 28 at the
Lourdes College Franciscan
Center Theatre … and closed
on the same date. As luck
would have it, however, the
company’s management –
Bonita and James Adams,
playwright and executive pro-
ducer respectively – are dis-
cussing a revival in October
at a site yet to be determined.
Stay tuned. If you missed
February’s production, you
certainly won’t want to miss
it the second time around.

Like Mike chronicles the
life of Leon Michael Williams,
a young man who idolizes
Michael Jackson. Three dif-
ferent actors play Leon at dif-
ferent stages of his life and
perform some of the
musician’s hits. In addition,
the production features
dance performances by the
House of Adonis and the
Springfield High School’s
JROTC drill team.

The play’s message is that
you don’t have to be famous
to make a difference in
people’s lives. In addition,
the play brings an awareness
of the issue of sugar diabetes
since the main character is

“The Outlet ~ pre-
sented by Urban Nu-

Sense”
Wednesday, March 31,

2010, 9pm
The Clazell Theatre

ALMA Dance Experience, LLC – Upcoming Performances
Special to The Truth

Exposing Truth Ministries
Presents Like Mike: The
Man in the Mirror
Sojourner’s Truth Staff

diagnosed with the chronic
illness.

The play opens with a
scene, naturally enough, of a
man in the mirror. Leon
Whittington, a veteran per-
former who started his sing-
ing career at the age of five,
stars as the adult Jackson
and gets the production off
to a roaring start with his ren-
dition of that song.

Following on the heels of
that opening number is 11-
year-old Tae’yana Willis and
her classroom version of the
Aretha Franklin classic “Re-
spect.”

And we’re off. “It’s Pos-
sible” sung by young
Jonathon Ford; “Ain’t No
Mountain High Enough” by
Ford and Sylvia Caniglia;
“Ben” by Jordan Purley

(young Jackson); “Right
Time, Right Place,” by The
Difference, Joshua Bey,
Vincent Rice and Damore
Upchurch and more and more
and more.

A multitude of songs and
solid, standout performances
by acting veterans such as
Grant Walker, Roy Jenkins,
Nicole Marie Rice, Cynthia
Valentine and Gerald Quinn.

A very moving script by
Bonita Adams and creative
direction by Sylvia Carter.
This is a night’s entertain-
ment not to be missed in Oc-
tober.

120 Main St, Bowling
Green OH 43402

“The Outlet by Urban
Nu-sense” is a monthly cel-
ebration of the urban arts

community in this region,
that takes place on the third
Wednesday of each month
at the Clazell Theatre. The
setting is open mic, with
scheduled headlining acts,

and a visual art gallery in the
lobby. ALMA headlines this
month’s “Outlet”, which is
focused on dance, but will
also feature poetry, music,
song, whatever you got! $3
to enter, fee waived If you
sign up to perform. Doors
open at 8pm, performances
beginning @ 9pm.

Drum Classes:
“Soul Djembe Drum-

ming” with Yaya Kabo @
Integration Yoga Studio

Sunday, March 14
thru Apri 4, 2010 @

12:30pm (next series
April 18 thru May 9)

4633 W Bancroft St,
Toledo OH 43615

ALMA Artistic Director
and Senegalese Master
Drummer Yaya Kabo of-
fers a 4-week series of
classes for all students of
djembe drumming. Classes
are $25 per session or $75
for all four classes prepaid.
Pre-register by calling 419-
381-2755, or 419-A-OM-
YOGA (266-9642).
(Classes follow a 4 week
on, 1 week off schedule.)
Come learn Djembe & Dun
Dun, traditional West Afri-
can drumming styles, tech-
niques & rhythms. For be-
ginners to advanced! Bring
your drum!

Dance Classes:
“Intro to West African

Dance”
Tuesday Evenings @

Integration Yoga Studio
March 30 thru April

20 ~ 7pm – 8:15pm
Integration Yoga

Studio, 4633 West
Bancroft St, Toledo OH

43606

ALMA Drum & Dance
members Allison Kodeih,
Yaya Kabo & Pevely in-
struct ALMA’s West Afri-
can Dance technique class.
The classes are $10 per
individual session, or $35
for all four classes prepaid.
Participants are encouraged
to pre-register by calling,
419-A-OM-YOGA (266-
9642). (Classes follow a 4
week on, one week off
schedule.) Each class fea-
tures a warm up, traditional
dance technique, choreog-
raphy, along with, live
drumming. No experience
is necessary; a great work
out and easy to learn. Chil-
dren with adults are wel-
come, and group discounts
are available.

Appearances:
Belly Flea Agora

Saturday, March 27,
1pm-6pm (ALMA short
performance @ 3:30pm)

The Martin School
Auditorium

10 S Holland-Sylvania
Rd, Toledo OH 43615
Come meet ALMA mem-

bers, learn more about who
we are & what we do, and
see a short ALMA perfor-
mance, all in the bustling,
festive atmosphere of the
Belly Flea Agora! There will
also be performances by
area belly dance artists all
day, as well as, many other
vendors, and workshop op-
portunities at this fantastic
afternoon event sponsored
by Aegela & The Mystic
Lotus Dancers. More in-
formation about the Belly
Flea Agora at
www.aegela.com.

Michigan Global
Awareness Consortium

Northern Michigan
Colleges Tour

Monday, April 19 thru
Wednesday, April 21,

2010
ALMA will be visiting 6

northern Michigan commu-
nity colleges, presenting tra-
ditional West African drum
& dance, as part of the
Michigan Global Awareness
Consortium, a group of
community colleges work-
ing together to promote
events and performances
on their member campuses
that raise global awareness.
ALMA performances to
include Bay College, Alpena
Community College, North
Central Michigan College,
Northwestern Michigan
College, Kirtland Commu-
nity College, and Mid-
Michigan Community Col-
lege.

ALMA Dance Experi-
ence, LLC is a group of
professional musicians and
dancers bonded in the
study, performance and
sharing of traditional West
African Drum & Dance,
and Modern Dance. ALMA
exists to celebrate dance
and music, to bring dance
and music to everyone, to
celebrate the non-traditional
artist, and to capitalize on
the talents each individual
brings to the group, to the
stage and to the classroom.
ALMA is also dedicated to
collaboration; working with
other artists to build a larger
dance and music commu-
nity.

Bonita and James Adams

Doors open at 7
Play starts at 8



The Sojourner’s Truth March 24, 2010Page 8

No instruments, four rows,
‘Prince Albert’ tuxedos and
young men harmonizing.

Powerful voices filled the
historic Third Street Baptist
Church the evening of March
10.

It was not a choir, though,
but the Morehouse College
Glee Club from Atlanta GA—
bringing a musical special
treat to the city of Toledo.

This mini concert was
brought to Toledo by the
Tehillah International Minis-
tries in memory of Doris
Peoples-Bryant, who was the
president and a member of
the mission committee at the
church for 18 years.

Rhonda Sewell, coordina-
tor of public relations of To-
ledo Public Libraries, carried
out the duty of mistress of
ceremonies.

With welcomes and prayer
by Reverend Glenn Jones of
Third Baptist Church, the rest
of the night was a melodic
dedication to the woman who
fought some time to bring
this glee club here.

At 7 p.m., the young men
hurried down the aisles—in a
straight line—to their spots
on the stage. Close on their
heels was the conductor,
David Morrow, who thanked
the audience and said a few

Morehouse College Glee Club Performs at Third Baptist
By Brittany Jones
Sojourner Truth’s Reporter

words before beginning the
event.

“We are thankful that we
are welcomed to the city of
Toledo and we are excited,”
Morrow said. “Ms. Bryant has
been trying to get us here for
some time, so we are glad to
finally make it.”

Immediately after, a par-
ticular note on a harmonica
was heard and, at that signal,
the church was a music hall.

The concert was divided
into seven sections, not in-
cluding intermission. Musi-
cal numbers were selected
from a variety of listed songs
in the program. The first three
sections had pieces of music
that covered many catego-
ries including “Ubi Caritas,”
a Catholic hymn and jazz com-
positions like “Variations on
Doo-Wah” by a black Ameri-
can composer, Wendell Lo-
gan. The concert also in-
cluded selections of tradi-
tional black church music
such as “Train’s-a-Comin’”
by Carlos Simon. Before in-
termission, selected Bible
verses from the book of
Psalms were performed.

The 15-minute intermis-
sion offered a presentation
by the mission committee’s
chairman, Brenda Hill. She
called the rest of the commit-

tee up and together, they
donated $500 to the Doris
(Peoples) Bryant Music
Scholarship Fund. Bryant’s
daughter, Marguerite Bibb,
received the check and gave
thanks.

“My mother loved music.
It was a comfort to her,” Bibb
said. “She loved this chorus
and did everything to encour-
age the youth.”

To bring in the second half
of the event, the 2009-2010

Morehouse College Quartet
put on a performance that
brought an entertaining and
comedic ambiance. The
songs came from the church
repertory. Two that were per-
formed were “Let the Church
Roll on” and “Plenty of Good
Room.”

The Quartet included
Tyrone Webb (graduating
2011), Aaron Paige (2010),
Chancellar Jenkins (2011) and
Brandon Waddles (2010.)

The Glee Club’s wardrobe
change into a type of prep-
school uniform – embroi-
dered navy blue blazers,
striped ties and dress pants –
signaled the last part of the
show.

This closing bought love
songs and songs from differ-
ent languages including one
Christmas song titled
“Betelehemu,” sung in the
African language of Yoruba.
As a spin, some members took
up instruments that added to
the African mood. The rest of
the songs kept with the gos-
pel theme.

Before the finale, the
Bryant family presented

Morrow with a framed pic-
ture of himself and Delores
Peoples-Bryant, as a gift.

With the help of
Morehouse alumni from the
audience, the Morehouse
College Hymn was performed
and the show was concluded.

Sewell gave thanks and
acknowledgements to spon-
sors and guests. Senior Pas-
tor Kevin Bedford gave bless-
ings and then asked the con-
gregation to hug their neigh-
bor before departure.

This tradition of inviting
choirs and glee clubs to the
church has been going on well
before Glenn Jones began his
stint as the pastor of Worship
and Music. He has been there
for three years.

“I want to continue to ex-
pose choral organizations,
such as college choirs, to the
greater Toledo community,”
Jones said. “We keep inviting
them so recipients can experi-
ence and soak up the music.”

This particular concert has
been in the planning since last
year and Bryant was the driv-
ing force behind bringing
Morehouse to Toledo.

Past choir performances
included Central State, Re-
naissance High School from
Detroit and Eastern Michigan
University.

The Morehouse College
Glee club embraces almost 100
years of tradition and excel-
lence, come next year. Their
quartet is older than the Glee
club itself—it began in 1870
with notable quartet competi-
tions, as oral tradition states.

David Morrow has been a
member of the Morehouse
College of Music faculty since
1981 and director since 1987.
He is an alumnus of
Morehouse with a Bachelor’s
of Arts degree. Morrow is
currently the president of the
National Association of Ne-
gro Musicians, Incorporated.

To donate to the Doris
Peoples-Bryant Music Schol-
arship fund mail to Third Bap-
tist Church, 402 Pinewood
Ave, Toledo, OH 43604.

“She pushed people to go
beyond their comfort level,”
Bibb said. “She was the en-
courager and loved young
people.”

The officers are in the front row (sitting down) from left to right:  Letha Goree,
membership chairman; Yvonne Harper, president; Prestein Waddell, first vice

president; Rose Keetion, club advisor; Ozie Syph, chaplain, Vallie Bowman-English,
Esq. - Clerk TMC.  Back row left to right: Melinda Hunt-Artis, program chairman;

Jannie Bester, benevolent chairman; Cheryl Tyler-Folsom, financial secretary;
LaVern Mosley, sergeant-at-arms; Irene Roberts, corresponding secretary; Dorine

Mosley, second vice president and Prescilla Hutchens, trustee.
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Bare Witness
Photographs by Gordon Parks

February 5-April 25, 2010
Canaday Gallery | FREE Admission

toledomuseum.org | 2445 Monroe St. 
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On Saturday, April 3rd
2010 from 2pm until 5pm
(doors open at 1pm), Lav-
ish Life Entertainment
presents “Toledo Has Tal-
ent,” (Powered by The
Juice 107.3).

This event is a talent
showcase/competition
between some of the best
local and national....yes
nationally performing
dance groups and sing-
ers! Featuring dance/per-
formance groups such as

Lavish Life Entertainment presents “Toledo Has Talent,”
(Powered by The Juice 107.3) at the Historic Collingwood
Arts Center!
Special to The Truth

House of Adonis, K-
Squad, Intoto and Touch
A Dream.

The event will  be
hosted by U.G.E. Re-
cording Artist Leigh
Ashley and will feature
two surprise perfor-
mances!

A pair of free tickets
to the show will be given
away every week live on
radio so tune in to 107.3
The Juice!

Over $3,000 in gifts,

prizes, and raffle give-
aways will be distributed
throughout the show.

The hosts are raffling
off free nights at hotels,
$20 Burger King gift
cards, T-mobile side-

The 2010 University of
Toledo Authors and Artists
Exhibit will open with a recep-
tion honoring the authors and
artists with works on display
Monday, March 29, at 3:30
p.m. in the Ward M. Canaday
Center for Special Collections
in Carlson Library.

The exhibit will feature the
works of nearly 200 UT fac-
ulty who have published
books, journal articles or con-
ference papers or have pro-
duced creative works since
2008.

University Authors and
Artists Exhibit to Open
Special to The Truth

The free, public exhibit will
be on display Monday
through Friday from 8 a.m. to
5 p.m. through April 30.

The display has been a
yearly event in the library
since 1950. This year’s ex-
hibit marks the return of the
tradition after a two-year ab-
sence, according to Barbara
Floyd, director of the Ward
M. Canaday Center for Spe-
cial Collections.

“The exhibit is an oppor-
tunity for faculty to show the
products of their research and

creativity to their col-
leagues, and for the com-
munity to see the type of
work produced at the
University,” she said.

John Murray, Ph.D.,
UT professor of econom-
ics, will provide the open-
ing remarks, and Presi-
dent Lloyd Jacobs will
welcome the attendees.

For more information
on the exhibit, contact
Floyd at 419.530.2170.

kicks, $50 Meijer shop-
ping cards, $1,500 cou-
pon savings books, and a
netbook!!

This event has been
Sponsored by T-mobile,
The Juice 107.3, Burger

King (Bennett Manage-
ment), and Meijer

Tickets are available
by calling 1-800-838-
3006 or through the CAC
online box office at:

WWW.CACTOLEDO.ORG

. Or, if you do not have
access to a credit or debit
card you can go to the
Collingwood Arts Center
and purchase tickets at
the office with cash!
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Have you ever wondered
why music is important to
you?

Scientists have all sorts
of explanations, but you
probably can’t live without
your iPod because the tunes
you love speak to you.
Those songs move you,
body and soul, and the sing-
ers say words only you wish
you could say.

But despite the fame and
fortune, the lives of those
singers aren’t as great as
you think they are – or were,
as in the case of one rapper.
In the new book Tupac
Shakur: The Life and
Times of an American Icon
by Tayannah Lee
McQuillar and Fred L.
Johnson III, PhD, you’ll
read about him.

Afeni Shakur was an ac-
tivist. Born before the Civil
Rights Movement, she
joined the Black Panthers as
an adult and quickly be-
came a leader within the
group. She conceived her
first child while on bail for
conspiracy charges (for
which she was subsequently
found not guilty). She
named the child Lesane but
later re-named him Tupac,
after a revolutionary Incan
emperor.

Book Review
Tupac Shakur: The Life and Times of an American Icon by
Tayannah Lee McQuillar and Fred L. Johnson III, PhD
c.2010, Da Capo Press    $15.95 / $20.00 Canada    276 pages, includes index
By Terri Schlichenmeyer
The Truth Contributor

Though he was almost
always homeless, had little
to eat or wear and though
many of the adults sur-
rounding him were in
trouble or in jail, Tupac
Shakur grew up to be “a
sensitive soul.” He attended
Baltimore School for the

California to live with a
friend who turned out to be
an angry alcoholic. Because
he knew little about sports
and a lot about literature,
Tupac was preyed upon by
rougher boys near his new
home.

Trying to fit in, Tupac
briefly dealt drugs. He
couldn’t play basketball, but
he was “stunning on the
microphone,” which gained
the attention of a white
woman who took him un-
der her wing. She nurtured
Tupac’s talents and guided
him and, within three years,
he was a star.

But though Tupac’s ca-

Arts, acted in plays and
wrote poetry. He was well-
versed in Shakespeare. His
best friend was a white boy
named John.

And then, to protect
Tupac and his younger sis-
ter from violence in New
York, Afeni sent them to

reer was on the rise, his life
was out of control. Because
of the lyrics, his songs were
banned and vilified. He be-
gan hanging out with people
who were into drugs and
guns. He was shot, spent
time in jail and was shot
again.

And in the end, Tupac’s
music couldn’t save him.

Ostensibly a book about
the life of a musician, Tupac
Shakur is merely half that.
The other half of the book
is a reiteration of history
and 1960s culture, tedious
biographies, and plenty of
repetition in scattershot
chapters. True, authors

On Sunday, February
28, The Saint Katharine
Drexel Award was pre-
sented to three individu-
als for their dedication and
commitment to honoring
diversity at St. Martin de
Porres Church-Toledo.

2010 was the Tenth
Anniversary of the can-
onization of St. Katharine
Drexel by Pope John Paul
II, and the 20th. Anniver-
sary of  the Toledo

SAINT KATHARINE DREXEL
AWARD PRESENTED AT
BLACK HISTORY MONTH
CONCERT

Symphony’s Black His-
tory Month concerts at
St .  Mart in de Porres
Church-Toledo.

The recipients were
Anna Moore, educator
and over 30 years teach-
ing career at St. Theresa
School, St. Martin de
Porres  School ,  and
Englewood Peace Acad-
emy; Deacon John
Algee, St. John the Bap-
tist-Toledo, original staff

person at St. Martin de
Porres Church, former
teacher at Central Catho-
lic High School, Pastoral
Leader, and workshop
presenter on youth and
African American issues;
and . Dr. Donald Weath-
ers, M.D., well-known
physician in Toledo and
one of the founding com-
mittee members for To-
ledo Symphony Concerts
at St. Martin de Porres .

Saint Katharine Drexel
devoted her life and for-
tune to God.   Saint
Katharine and the Blessed
Sacrament  Sisters
founded many schools
for African American and
Native American children.
Saint Katharine is also the
founder of Xavier Uni-
versity in New Orleans,
LA, the only historic
Black Catholic University.

Xavier’s Premedical
Program is #1 in the na-
tion in placing African-
Americans into medical
school and also placing
students into related health
professions such as os-
teopathic medicine, den-
tistry, veterinary medi-
cine, optometry, podiatry,
and public health/health
care administration.

Tayannah Lee McQuillar
and Fred L. Johnson III
include a thorough exami-
nation of the infamous feud
between rappers but,
though it was well-done, it
wasn’t enough. The “ex-
tras” simply overshadowed
the good in this book. I
would have been happier if
Tupac Shakur had stuck
with the story of Tupac
Shakur.

If you’re looking for a
definitive biography on the
musician, this book isn’t
quite what you want. It’s
okay, but overall, Tupac
Shakur just doesn’t wrap it
up enough.
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got his job back.
It impressed him that a per-

son can have that much au-
thority, he stated. That is why
unions are relevant.

“If you got someone to
hear your voice and also re-
act to your voice, that’s what
a union is,” Claxton said.
“Workers need a voice in the
workplace – just that simple.”

He also discussed the de-
cline in union membership
and the fact that, historically,
unions formed the middle
class because people were
getting well-paying jobs.

Unions, he stated, bring
dignity and are essential to
the health of the social fabric.
He called for putting money
in places that could create
jobs like roads and green tech-
nology

“We have to put Ameri-
cans back to work with more
openings to jobs,” he said.
“Put people to work in their
communities so their local

Banquet
(Continued from Page 6)

needs are being met.”
He ended with the chal-

lenge for people to stand up
and shout for more organized
jobs because that would in
turn result in higher wage em-
ployment.

To wrap up the night, there
was a raffle and remarks from
Tyler-Folsom and Willis.

Bowen-Hall concluded with
a benediction.

“We know people need to
get out and vote instead of
complaining about issues,”
Willis said. “If you get out
and get educated about is-
sues and vote, it will mean a
lot as far as what happens to
your community.”

Tonight, at a time when
the pundits said it was no
longer possible, we rose
above the weight of our poli-
tics. We pushed back on the
undue influence of special
interests. We didn’t give in
to mistrust or to cynicism or
to fear. Instead, we proved
that we are still a people ca-
pable of doing big things and
tackling our biggest chal-
lenges. We proved that this
government — a government
of the people and by the
people — still works for the
people.

Today’s vote answers the
dreams of so many who have
fought for this reform. To
every unsung American who
took the time to sit down and
write a letter or type out an e-
mail hoping your voice would
be heard — it has been heard
tonight. To the untold num-
bers who knocked on doors
and made phone calls, who
organized and mobilized out
of a firm conviction that
change in this country comes
not from the top down, but
from the bottom up — let me
reaffirm that conviction: This
moment is possible because
of you.

Most importantly, today’s
vote answers the prayers of
every American who has
hoped deeply for something
to be done about a health
care system that works for
insurance companies, but not
for ordinary people. For most
Americans, this debate has
never been about abstrac-

Health Care Bill
Remarks by President Obama (Continued from Page 1)

tions, the fight between right
and left, Republican and
Democrat — it’s always been
about something far more
personal. It’s about every
American who knows the
shock of opening an enve-
lope to see that their premi-
ums just shot up again when
times are already tough
enough. It’s about every par-
ent who knows the despera-
tion of trying to cover a child
with a chronic illness only to
be told “no” again and again
and again. It’s about every
small business owner forced
to choose between insuring
employees and staying open
for business. They are why
we committed ourselves to
this cause.

Tonight’s vote is not a
victory for any one party —
it’s a victory for them. It’s a
victory for the American
people. And it’s a victory for
common sense.

If you have health insur-
ance, this reform just gave

you more control by reining
in the worst excesses and
abuses of the insurance in-
dustry with some of the
toughest consumer protec-
tions this country has ever
known — so that you are
actually getting what you pay
for.

If you don’t have insur-
ance, this reform gives you a
chance to be a part of a big
purchasing pool that will give
you choice and competition
and cheaper prices for insur-
ance. And it includes the larg-
est health care tax cut for
working families and small
businesses in history — so
that if you lose your job and
you change jobs, start that
new business, you’ll finally
be able to purchase quality,
affordable care and the secu-
rity and peace of mind that
comes with it.

So this isn’t radical reform.
But it is major reform. This
legislation will not fix every-
thing that ails our health care

system. But it moves us deci-
sively in the right direction.
This is what change looks
like.

Nor does this day repre-
sent the end of the work that
faces our country. The work
of revitalizing our economy
goes on. The work of promot-
ing private sector job creation
goes on. The work of putting
American families’ dreams

back within reach goes on.
And we march on, with re-
newed confidence, energized
by this victory on their be-
half.

In the end, what this day
represents is another stone
firmly laid in the foundation
of the American Dream. To-
night, we answered the call of
history as so many genera-
tions of Americans have be-

fore us. When faced with cri-
sis, we did not shrink from
our challenge — we overcame
it. We did not avoid our re-
sponsibility — we embraced
it. We did not fear our future
— we shaped it.

Thank you, God bless you,
and may God bless the United
States of America.

Ron Rothenbuhler
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Martin’s dream live on
today in young kids who
recite his words in their own
tone, passion and strength
to convey his message from
over 40 years ago.

Recently on a cold, snowy
morning 10 youth, age
seven to 17 gathered on the
campus of Rhodes State
College and Ohio State Uni-
versity at Lima to recite what
would Martin Luther King
Jr. say today if he were still
alive, using the theme, “Re-
vitalize, Rejuvenate, Recom-
mit.”

Phyllis Henderson, direc-
tor of Community Outreach,
welcomed every one to the
program. Reverend Joel
King, Jr. cousin to Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. and the
MLK “Oratorical Commis-
sioner, opened the program
with a heart felt invocation.

Mayor David Berger pre-
sented the organization with

Lima Hosts Its 2nd Annual Martin Luther King Jr. Oratorical
Contest
By Sharon Guice
The Truth Reporter

a proclamation, declaring the
day to make a difference.
Jason Upthegrove of the
NAACP was the master of
ceremony. Mildred Clark,
Ohio Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. Toledo and Ohio “Ora-
torical” Contests Founder,
showered the youth with
praises for taken on an op-
portunity to showcase
themselves and doing their
part to keep the dream alive.

The Martin Luther King
Oratorical Contest is
founded on his legacy of
“Brotherhood of Neighbors”
and is kept alive by dedi-
cated people such as Dor-
othy Lovell Jones, CEO and
founder of I’M M.A.D.
G.I.T. M.A.D., Inc.

Jones brought the con-
test to Lima in 2009 in an
event that produced a first
place winner, Caitlyn
Merkel, who went on to
recite her speech at the 2010

Martin Luther King Celebra-
tion in Columbus.

Second place winner of
the 2009 contest became
the first place winner at the
Lima 2010 contest and will
go on to Columbus, Ohio in
April 2010 to the statewide
competition as well as the
first, second, and third place
winners of the Lima con-
tests.

Jones, the founder of the
I’M Making A Difference
Get Involved To Make A
Difference Inc., is a poet
and published author of in-
spirational poetry and sto-
ries.

He is a visionary who
enjoys creating stuff and,
consequently, has created a
company called “Creating
Stuff Productions,” that is
designed to create poetry,
videos, graphic images,
business cards, invitations,
etc. Creating Stuff Produc-

tions is a division of her
parent company, Set Me
Free Productions. She uses
her passion for writing po-
etry and inspirational words
to encourage the heart, up-
lift the spirit, and inspire the
souls of people.

Thus the inspiration to
bring the Martin Luther King
Oratorical Contest to Lima
inspiring youth through the
legacy of the Civil Rights
Movement to get involve and
make a difference.

Jones talked to any and
all parents and youth who
would listen to get involved
in the I’M M.A.D.G.I.T.
M.A.D. organization en-
couraging them with the pos-
sibility of winning scholar-
ship money towards a col-
lege education.

Ten youth turned out to
recite their orations to a
crowd of about 100 people
before judges – Lewis Jones,
Ruthy L. Mills, Jerry Hunt,
Angela Hall and Vickie
Beining – after hearing
Nancy Wilkerson  the pub-
lic relations director of the
organization review the rules
and regulations for the con-
test.

Any child in K-12 grade
in Lima/Allen County may
enter the contest and this
year’s Micaiah Moore, age
seven, from Heritage Arts
Magnet was the first place
winner in the Primary Divi-
sion and Landin
Schumacher, age seven,
second place winner from
Shawnee Elmwood Elemen-
tary.

The Intermediate Divi-
sion first place winner Merri
Merkel, age 10, also attends
Heritage Arts Magnet
School. The Junior Division
students included of John
Merkel, age 13, first place
winner attends North Middle
School; second place win-
ner, age 11, Courtney
Clemens is a student of
Shawnee Middle School and
12-year old third place win-
ner Terrill Minor who at-
tends St. Gerard Catholic
School.

Seniors Division first
place winner, Brandon War-
ren, age 17 is a student at
Shawnee High School;
Caitlyn Merkel, age 16, sec-
ond place winner of Lima
Senior High; Angelina Smith,
age 16, of Lima Central
Catholic, third place winner

and Ebony Horrison, a 17
year old Lima Shawnee High
School.

Each student worked
with dedication to research
the life and times of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. and
other great civil rights lead-
ers. After researching the
material, the youth wrote an
essay to recite before the
judges, who turn in votes on
a first, second, and third
winner in each division of
the contest. The winners
move on to the statewide
competition held in Colum-
bus, Ohio in April. The first
place winner of the state-
wide contest will to get re-
cite their essay before the
governor of Ohio, the next
January on King’s birthday.

The Lima contest also
has a ward for people in the
community who has made a
difference, called the “Mak-
ing A Difference.” This
award is presented to indi-
viduals in their community
who have gone above and
beyond the call of duty. They
exemplify the core values
that Dr. King spoke of when
he described the “Beloved
Community.” They care
about their communities and
have made significant
changes in order to make a
difference in the lives of
others. They believe in di-
versity and that every mem-

Dorothy Lovell Jones

ber of society is important
and worth developing. The
award is open to all Ohio
residents who have made a
difference in their commu-
nity.

The 2010 award recipi-
ents are Karel Oxley, Super-
intendent of Lima City
Schools and Heidi Yoakum.
Yoakum currently serves as
a manager in the Commu-
nity Education and Engage-
ment Department for State
Treasurer Kevin L. Boyce.

Guest speaker for the
event was the Honorable
Kevin L. Boyce, Ohio Trea-
surer of State. Boyce who
understands the importance
of serving one’s commu-
nity encouraged the youth
to continue to make a differ-
ence by serving their com-
munity.

Shawna McGriff and
Kevin Jones, II entertained
the audience with song and
mime dancing.

The winners declared and
awards presented, Rever-
end Diana Shurelds closes
the program with benedic-
tion.

To get involved with the
I’M M.A.D. G.I.T. M.A.D.,
Inc organization,
email:iammakingadifferenceinc@gmail.com
or send mail to Making A
Difference, Inc., P. O. Box
361, Lima, Ohio 45802.
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Toledo caught  a
glimpse of Gov. Ted
Strickland’s running
mate, Yvette McGee
Brown, last  Friday,
March 11, during a visit
at  the annual Urban
League banquet.

Brown, a  former
Franklin County juvenile
court judge, was intro-
duced to the crowd of
400 attending the dinner
but did not speak. State
Representat ive Edna
Brown took Yvette
Brown from table to table
greeting Toledoans.

Yvette Brown is a
charming, quite attrac-
tive black woman who

My View
By Jack Ford
The Truth’s Political Columnist

can be expected to ap-
peal to urban Ohio vot-
ers. She is a member of
Alpha Kappa Alpha
Soroirity, Inc so she un-
derstands women club
movements. Brown is the
sister- in-law of Leo
Brown, a former great
football player at The
Ohio State University all
the way back in 1954 –
Woody Hayes first great
team.

Another brother-in-
law is James Brown, the
newly minted Grand
Master of Prince Hall
Masons in Ohio who took
over for our own Rev.
James Willis, immediate
past Grand Master.

We can expect to see
Yvette Brown in our
churches and at other
community events in the
months to come. Please
note that the Democrats
have two African-
Americans on the state-
wide ballot – Brown and
Treasurer  of  State,
Kevin Boyce. No blacks
are on the Republican

slate this year after hav-
ing had Ken Blackwell
for the posts of Secre-
tary of State, treasurer
and governor in years
past.

It seems to me that
State Rep. Edna Brown
is running a lackadaisi-
cal campaign for the Sen-
ate. Brown needs to gear
up and compete for the
news stories as her pri-
mary opponent, Toledo
City Councilman Joe
McNamara is doing.

Joe Mac is speaking
out on everything from
the old United Way build-
ing demolition to the
ci ty’s  budget  cr is is .
Brown needs to follow
suit so she can match the
coverage that Joe Mac
is receiving.

The lay-offs in the City
of Toledo are quite pain-
ful to consider but are
the inevitable result of
the pension pick-up
granted by Mayor Carty
Finkbeiner  and City
Council in 2005-2006. No
one who voted for these

pick-ups should be re-
turned to office. It was
known at the time that
there was not enough
money for such an ex-
travagant benefit yet
only a few councilmen
had the courage to vote
no.

Kudos to Earl Murry,
Ph.D., and Judge Keila
Cosme for getting their
yard signs out early.
They are trying to win
and they want you to
know it right now. Murry
may be the sleeper in the
race for commish in that
he has the most govern-
ment experience of any-
one running for office to-
day. Murry is a former
civil service commis-
sioner, former executive
director of Dayton Pub-
lic Schools and a former
college professor and
administrator at The Uni-

versity of Toledo. Do we
need that kind of experi-
ence in the ranks of the
county commissioners?

Yes, we do.
I also like Art Jones, a

good friend, in the race.
Jones is a former Toledo
City Councilman and
worked for four years in
the water department.
Prior to his government
service, Jones worked
for 35 years in the VAN
at AP parts. When you
add Sylvania Township’s
Carol Contrada to the
mix, you can easily see
that voters have a strong
field from which to
choose this year.

Ben Krompak is a
former student of mine
and Michael Zychowicz
is a local attorney. We
need some debates to
separate these five can-
didates.

BE A TUTOR!
Ohio Achievement Test

Tutoring Sessions
Four Saturday Sessions

March 27th-April 17, 2010
10:00 am-1:00pm

Frederick Douglass Center
1001 Indiana Ave.
Toledo, OH 43607

Tutoring in Math & Reading for :
Ella P. Stewart Academy for Girls

Lincoln Academy for Boys
Pickett Academy

Martin Luther King, Jr. Academy

If you are interested please contact your respective organization’s leadership or Yatika
Langford at 419.290.4173 and more info will be provided.

Thanks for your support GREEKS!

The field is also get-
ting crowded for the fed-
eral judgeship being va-
cated by Judge Carr who
is moving to senior sta-
tus thereby taking on a
limited workload.

Ban Konop is said to
want it and may have the
backing of the publisher
of The Blade. Judge Jack
Puffenberger, a probate
judge, also wants it badly.

Common Pleas Court
Judges Stacy Cook and
Gary Cook have quickly
rounded up support from
area labor unions. Some
in the black community
are supporting Neema
Bell, a local attorney and
partner in the law firm of
Shumaker,  Loop &
Kendrick.

Whom do you sup-
port? Did you get on the
phone and tell Senator
Sherrod Brown?
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Hicks Day Care
Where Kids Come First!

George Hicks
Administrator

2469 Maplewood Ave, Toledo, OH 43620
Cell: 419.870.2335, Phone: 419.243.9175

Fax: 419.243.9174
E-mail: ghick3@msn.com * hicksdaycare.com

2811 Inwood - $89,000
Need a lot of space? Here’s over 2300 
sq. ft/5 bdrms; 2 baths waiting for your 
repairs/cosmetic upgrades to restore it to 
its natural beauty. Possible short sale.

Call Rickie for an appointment (419.494.6972) 

THE C. BROWN FUNERAL HOME, INC.
1629 Nebraska Avenue, 43607

419.255.7682
A BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU ACCREDITED BUSINESS

START WITH TRUSTSM

LARRY E. HAMME, Ph.D.
Clinical Psychologist

Individual, Family, Marital, Group Therapy
Psychological Testing, Training

4125 Monroe
Toledo, Ohio 43606

Phone: 419.472.7330
Fax: 419.472.8675

Houses For Rent

Everything New: Paint, Carpet,

Stove, Refrig. Section 8 OK

MVP Property Management

419-244-8566.

1319 Palmwood - $27,627
 Two story 3 bd home, newer furnace, some 
updated windows, stove, refrigerator, dishwasher stays 
plus an extra lot. 

Call Donnette Tiggs, Welles Bowen, Realtors
419.290.4567 or 419.891.0888

Better Care Lawn & 
Show Removal Services L.L.C.
Commerical/Residential Free Estimates

Senior Citizen Discount
Insured and Bonded Landscaping

Phone: 419.917.6440  *  Fax: 419.754.3953
www.bettercarelawnservice.com

1408 Shenandoah Road
$49,000

Nice updated home!
Great for the money - To get inside

Please call Bessie 419.260.0215 or
Kim 419.810.7097

Kynard’s Barber & Styl ing Salon
863 W. Central * Toledo, Ohio 43610
For Appointment Call ..... 248.9317
Hair Stylist: Clyde * Dell

Latest Techniques in Hair Styles for Ladies & Men

HOUSES FOR RENT!!!!
SECTION 8 WELCOME!!

Website: www.whittgrouprealty.com
Click on Featured Listings and Navigate 
OR call 419.536.7377

Email: propertymanagement@whittgrouprealty.com

REDUCED!

1543 South Avenue - $74,900
Well maintained, newly remod-
eled with updates, 3 bd, 1 1/2  baths. 

Basement & 2 car garage.
Call - John F. Kevern 419.261.1233

909 Blum $7,000

Please call Bessie 419.260.0215 or
Kim 419.810.7097

LOT READY FOR BUILDING

REDUCED!

$69,900

2428 Lawton
$29,900

2 Full baths, central air, updated kitchen, 
newer cabinets, block windows in 
basement, garage w/carport

Please call Bessie 419.260.0215 or
Kim 419.810.7097

Call Alma Dortch-Gilbert 419.297.2301 for showing
adortchgilbert@sbcglobal.net

835 Yondota - $50,000
Looking for a new church HOME! This East Toledo 
vinyl sided church w/seating capacity of 200: bap-
tismal pool; newer furnace w/ac: basement with nice 
kitchen is waiting for New Members!

Call Alma Dortch-Gilbert 419.297.2301 for appointment
adortchgilbert@sbcglobal.net

2409 Lawton - $30,000
Great for a 1st time home buyer or inves-
tor. Large LR/DR with 3 bdrms. Add your 
cosmetic repairs to bring out the natural 
character of this home.

5106 Grelyn Drive NEW PRICE $155,800
Spacious 3 bdrm brick ranch w/2.5 
baths; 2588 sq. ft. of living/entertaining 
space for you and your family. Great 

neighborhood with easy access to UT bike trail.
Call Alma 419.297.2301 today for a showing.

HOUSE FOR SALE - 1027 W. Woodruff
4 Bedrooms 3 Full Bathrooms 

 Kitchen Appliances Central Air 
Basement 2-Car Garage

Down Payment Assistant Available For 
Eligible And More!!

JULIA BRYANT 419-320-0909

Emory 

NO MORE STAIRS!!!
1500 Roosevelt Avenue

Call Emory Whittington, III * 419.392.5428

                     All Brick, 1 story 3 beds with 
                     1.5 Bath with Hugh Kitchen, 2 car
                                GRANTS AVAILABLE!!

6423 Monroe St - Sylvania, OH  43560
419.460.1343

Digital Art Photography, Posters, Business Cards
Owner - RAMON TIGGS

Call

Video, and Photography

Grace Edwards            

Broker/Licensed in Ohio & Michigan

BUS (419) 693-0591
FAX (419) 726-5650
RES (419) 729-9494 
www.disalle-realestate.com
3623 NAVARRE AVE.
OREGON, OH 43616 the home team!

THE REAL PROS!
    

G. Fab
Custom Clothing & Graphic Design

Graphic Design Layouts for:

*Business Cards

*Brochures

* Invitations

*Flyers

*Obituaries

Custom Printed:

*T Shirts

*Hoodies

* Hats

*Jackets

*Jeansc
Special rates for Churches and Non-Profit Organizations

Contact Jason

at
419.467.4320

or
gfab@buckeye-
express.com

HANDYMAN SERVICE 
Plumbing, Gas Lines, Electrical - NEW! Furnaces 
Installed and Serviced - No job too big or too 

small For good quality service at an excellent price! 
FREE ESTIMATES * Fully Insured

Contact ERIC at (419) 480-7096 Please leave message!

Black MarketPlace
                                  909 Blum $7,000

LOT READY FOR BUILDING

Please call 
Bessie 419.260.0215 

ANAR Accounting Services
Rana Daniels, ATP - Tax Accountant
Payroll, Bookkeeping, Individual Taxes, Corporate Taxes, 

Financial Planning and Administrative Services 
We offer: Rapid Refunds, Instant Checks, Free Notary Services, 

Call Now to Set up an appointment 419.727.1501
www.anaracct.com 

FIRST HOME OR INVESTMENT!
1749 MACOMBER - $29,900

Three Bd and One Bath, Living Rm w/Decorative 
Fireplace, Kitchen W/Breakfast Nook, Newer Furnace, Roof 
and Hot Water Tank, Well Maintained, Move-In Condition

Wilma Smith * DiSalle Real Estate Company 
Cell 419.350.7514

NEW NOVEL by Toledo Writer:
  A black farmer takes his sons to see a silent horror film showing 
at a new theater Halloween night in 1930, in central Texas. Nearly 
500 blacks were lynched in Texas that year; a movie about a 
vampire hardly seemed frightening except to the youngest son, 
Lijah, who consoles himself with his father's assurance that in the 
film, “they just be killing white folks”. Download at 
lulu.com/content/5743710 for only $5.00

NEW PRICE!!    PERFECT STARTER
IN MOVE-IN CONDITION!! 1818 MACOMBER

2 bds, living rm, dining rm w/hardwood floors. All new 
windows. Newer roof, furnace, and hot water tank. C/A, 
Security System & Patio in rear yard. Appliances stay

Wilma Smith * DiSalle Real Estate Company 
  Cell 419.350.7514

Call Alma Dortch-Gilbert 419.297.2301 for appointment
adortchgilbert@sbcglobal.net

4522 Oak Creek $84,500
3 BDRM brick/vinyl ranch home 2.5 baths 
and Master Suite. Large LR/DR with up-
dated kitchen. 2.5 car attached garage and 
inground pool. Subject to lender approval.

Emory

Homes For Sale! ! ! ! 
Grant Money & Tax Credit Funds Available!

1347 Craigwood, West Tol, $99,999, 3 beds, 2 Car
1127 Fernwood, Central Tol, $24,999, 3 beds, 2 
Car, Owner/Agent

Whittington Group Realty
Emory Whittington, III     419.392.5428

Tired of investing $100s in programs that promise big 
profits from your “small” investment only to find out when 
your package comes you have to invest more money to 
make the “big” profits? Stop the madness! Earn $100 in a 
week using your email or cell phone contacts. It’s easy, 
almost free ($10 investment), no sales experience is 
required and there are no hidden costs. 
www.earn100dollars@yahoo.com

SOLD
“FEEL GOOD ALL OVER STARTING WITH YOUR FEET”

If you have foot problems such as bunions, hammer-
toes, heel spurs, fungus, thick toenails, diabetes, 
neuromas, callouses, or are in need of orthotics or 
diabetic shoes. Please do not wait”

Visit Dr. Jean today at 1857 N. Reynolds Rd - Tel: 419.537.9877
Almost all insurances are accepted including 

Medicaid and Caresource.

Real Estate Sales - Property Management
Lease Purchase & Rental

Condominiums Apartments
We are a FULL SERVICE REAL ESTATE 

Company
Call 419.810.7097   Office 419.537.1090

Kimberly is a licensed realtor for 10 years.
Kimberly Brown

Realtor

Call Alma Dortch-Gilbert 419.297.2301 for appointment
adortchgilbert@sbcglobal.net

534 Mettler - $50,000
Priced to Sell - 3 bdrms, 1 full bath, Beauti-
ful Brick Home, 1.5 story, Large Finished 
Dormer with lots of storage, 2 car garage

“A Life with natural health and beauty”
Body magic system - designed to re-shape, restore & revive

Vitamins
Variety of nutritional supplements

Lose inches without exercise or surgery
Contact me to set up a showcase -    

        www.ardyssinternational.com/UniqueDesigns:
     drknlvlytbarner@yahoo.com: 419.346.8610Traci Barner

Call Alma Dortch-Gilbert 419.297.2301 for appointment
adortchgilbert@sbcglobal.net

GREAT BUY!
3 bdrms - 1 full bath - livingroom/dining combo 
with cozy kitchen. Beautifully landscaped with 
fenced in yard. Move in ready!

Hillandale - $87,000/REDUCED
Ottawa Hills condo. 1440 sq. ft., 2 full baths. Location, location, 

location. Bright home, new carpet, newly painted. Spacious one 

floor. Lots of  storage, private garage. One great unit.

Seaway Asset Management
Call Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097

Woodley Court - $259,000
6 bedroom, 2 1/2 baths, 3488 sq. ft.-Custom-built home. Must 

see to believe. Located in the quiet Trail Acres subdivision. Built 

for entertaining or large family. Easy to show and ready for buyer.
 Seaway Asset Management

Call Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097

HOUSE FOR SALE!

 
Seaway Asset Management

Call Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097

New construction home located in the historic Englewood 
subdivision. 4 bds, 3 full baths and 2.5 detached garage. Tax 
abated and City of Toledo down payment assistance. Call 
today, see if you qualify for this new home.

WHY RENT? . . . INVEST!!
1637-39 Potomac Drive

Owner Occupancy w/Rental Income, 2 bds, Living Rm, 
Dining Rm, Kitchen w/Breakfast Nook, Custom finished 
Basement w/Bar, Office,Cedar Closet, 2 Car Garage

Wilma Smith * DiSalle Real Estate Company 
Cell 419.350.7514

Good Credit or Bad
Need a Car?
New or Used

Call JP the Stork
He Delivers 

419.320.0863

DEBT RELIEF?

 CHAPTER 7 BANKRUPTCY

                  $650.00 plus court costs

              FREE ADVICE

                    ATTY. LAFE TOLLIVER

419-249-2703
a debt relief agency per the bky code

STUDIO 329
Salon and Spa

WANTED HAIR STYLIST
                                      BOOTH RENTAL 
reg $110.00 a week/ NOW $65.00 a week

For information call 419.944.8350
1238 Flaire Drive -Toledo, Ohio 43615

Contact Jason at
419.779.2811

gfab1@buckeye-
express.com

SOLD

Place your ad in the
Black Market Place
Call 419.243.0007

LEASED

Duplex for Purchase or Lease
Great investment property! Excellant condition! Move in ready for 
owner or tenants. Both units contain newer furnace, hot water tanks, 
new windows, updated electrical system. Both consist of  large living 
areas and lots of  storage space. WOW! Motivated seller. Easy access 
for showings.

 
         Call Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097

Seaway Asset Management

$16,000 Down Payment Assistance
May include other incentives if  you purchase now! Unique two-story 
brick home located Olde South End. Totally remodeled! Over 1,500 
sq. ft. home furnished with appliances. 1st floor LNDY room, large 
bedroom. Large closets. Extra loft for entertainment. Must see!

 
         

Call Kimberly Brown - 419.810.7097
Seaway Asset Management

A debilitating medical
condition is taking a dev-
astating bite out of the
lives of many denture
wearers.

The condition is a type
of nerve damage called
neuropathy--a tingling
and weakness in the arms
and legs. It may also de-
velop into complete loss
of sensation and make
walking or  s tanding
nearly impossible.

HEALTH AWARENESS
Lawsuits Claim Denture Cream Linked To Illness

Recent medical stud-
ies have linked zinc found
in common over- the-
counter denture creams
to this devastating condi-
tion.

Zinc is a mineral found
in many foods, including
shellfish, meat, beans and
cereals. It is also sold in
supplement form. It is re-
quired by the body to help
wounds heal, to keep the
immune system function-

ing properly and to help
maintain proper sense of
taste and smell. When
used as an ingredient in
denture products, zinc
can help dentures adhere
to the users' gums.

Too much zinc, how-
ever, can cause nausea,
abdominal cramps and di-
arrhea. Chronic ingestion
of high doses can result
in copper deficiency,
which can lead to serious

neurological disease.
While the U.S. Recom-

mended Daily Allowance
for zinc is 11 mg for men
and 8 mg for women, den-
ture adhesives, such as
Super Poligrip and
Fixodent, can contain 17-
38 mg of zinc per gram of
adhesive.

Recently, a lawsuit was
filed against a well-known
denture cream manufac-
turer claiming that the zinc

in the adhesive was re-
sponsible for a 64-year-
old man's paralysis and
ultimate death due to res-
piratory failure. Accord-
ing to the family's attor-
ney, Ed Blizzard, this may
be the first case of "den-
ture death" in the U.S.

On February 18,
GlaxoSmith-Kline, maker
of Poligrip and Super
Poligrip, announced it
would remove the zinc

from its denture adhe-
sives.

The law firm of Bliz-
zard, McCarthy & Nabers
recently launched a Web
site

www.denturecreamjustice.com-
-to provide information
about the condition and
recourse that injured con-
sumers can pursue.

To learn more, visit the
Web site or call (866) 941-
1947.
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NORTHGATE APARTMENTS
Now Accepting Applications

1 AND 2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS

Mature Adult Community for Persons 55 and
Older or Mobility Impaired. Rent Based on Income.
Heat, Appliances, Drapes and Carpeting Included.
Call (419) 729-7118 for details.

DRIVER (Part-time)
Transports children and adults to visitations and

appointments. 21 hrs/wk (hours will vary with evening
& weekend work required). Position starts at $12.38/
hr. w/benefits. REQUIREMENTS: HS diploma/equiv.;
valid driver’s license, ins., clean driving record and
reliable auto. See complete position requirements at
www.lucaskids.net. Send resume to Human Re-
sources, LCCS, 705 Adams St., Toledo, OH 43604 or
fax to 327-3291 by 3/26/10. EOE valuing diversity

The University of Toledo
Job 994371 ~ Staff Compliance Auditor,

Internal Audit:
The Staff Compliance Auditor performs complex

compliance research and regulatory analysis in order
to monitor regulations and administer the overall
compliance program developed by the Compliance
Officer and the Compliance Committee. This position
assesses compliance of operational units, analyzing
and researching risk assessments to ensure confor-
mity and adherence with federal, state, and local
regulations, University policy and accreditation stan-
dards. The individual(s) in this position are employed
as auditors that perform compliance work as needed
and warranted by the University.  The scope of the
Compliance Auditor’s duties will include both The
University of Toledo Medical Center and The Univer-
sity of Toledo academic institution.  Salary commen-
surate with experience.

The requirements for this position include:
1 Bachelor’s degree in business or related field.

Experience in compliance, auditing, or legal affairs
preferred.  Other equivalent combination of relevant
education and/or experience may be considered.

2 Work toward a Compliance Academy certifica-
tion

· Ability to effectively balance the compli-
ance needs of the academic and clinical enter-
prises.

Go to http://www.utoledo.edu/depts/hr/main/em-
ployment/career.html for complete description.

To apply, submit a cover letter, resume, and three
professional references to: The University of Toledo,
2801 W. Bancroft, MS 205 Toledo, Ohio 43606-3390
or email recruit@utoledo.edu (preferred).  Use only
one method of application.  Resumes must be re-
ceived by Wednesday, March 24, 2010.

The University of Toledo is an EEO, AA
Employer and Educator.

The University of Toledo
Job 997780 ~ Academic Advisor, Up-

ward Bound:
The primary responsibilities of the Academic

Advisor are recruitment of program participants, pro-
viding academic and career advising and/or services
to program, participants (i.e., conducting standard-
ized testing; coordinating academic year, field and
socio-cultural events/activities; monitoring weekly
tutoring; classroom instruction and program work-
shops; liaison between university departments, the
Toledo community, students, parents and target
schools). Evening and weekend work is required as
well as travel and other duties as assigned by direc-
tor.  Salary commensurate with education and expe-
rience.  This is a grant funded position through August
31, 2011.

The requirements for this position include:
· Bachelor’s degree required in Education or

related field; Masters degree preferred
· Excellent oral, verbal, and written communica-

tion skills required.
· Excellent presentation and organizational skills
· Computer literacy
· Two or more years experience with programs

or projects serving the needs of low income, minority,
and/or disadvantaged students

· The ability to interpret test results and work
successfully with high school students, parents,
teachers, and target school personnel

To apply, submit a cover letter (include position
title and job), a resume, as well as three professional
references to: The University of Toledo, Human Re-
sources Department, Toledo, Ohio 43606-3390; Fax
(419) 530-1490; or email recruit@utoledo.edu, which
is preferred.  Use only one method of application.
Resumes must be received by Friday, March 26,
2010.

The University of Toledo is an EEO, AA
employer and educator.

RARE CLASSIC
1964 Buick Electra 225  (Duece)

Very restorable, runs good, no title
$2500 Firm

Call 419.779.2811

House for Sale!
Totally updated, ready for new owner. Bungalow

located in the scott Park district, new windows,
carpet and updated bath, kitchen, electric and heat-
ing system. City of Toledo down payment assistance
for qualified buyer. Call today!

Seaway Asset Management
Call Kimberly Brown – 419-810-7097

APARTMENTS
Abundant Life of Perrysburg is a subsidized inde-

pendent housing facility for those 62 or older. We are
located in a beautiful, quiet residential setting in
Perrysburg. Abundant Life offers one bedroom garden
apartments with private patios, in-
door mailboxes, reserved parking and
busing to local grocery stores. Appli-
cations are now being accepted. Call
419.872.3510 or 419.874.4371

To Place an AD
Call Pam @ 419.243.0007

Notice to Bidders: Inquiry # FY10-096,
(Project # 5001-09-1479) for Campus

Energy Plant
 Phase 1 - Chiller Replacement for the University

of Toledo Health Science Campus. Sealed bids for
this project must be clearly marked with the project
number on all inner and outer envelopes and/or
shipping containers.  Bids must be addressed and
delivered to the University of Toledo, Main Campus,
Facilities and Construction, Plant Operations Room
1100, 2925 E. Rocket Drive, MS 216, Toledo, Ohio
43606 before 2:00 p.m., Wednesday, April 14, 2010
Bids will be publicly opened that same day at 2:05
p.m. in the Plant Operations Building, Room 1000.
Copies of Plans, Specifications, and Bid Forms may
be obtained from Becker Impressions, 4646 Angola
Road, Toledo, Ohio 43615. Call 419-385-5303 for an
appointment to pick up bid package. A cost of $75.00
will be charged per set. Any further information may
be obtained from Jay T. Lingnell, AIA of the JDI Group
at 419-725-7161. One Pre-Bid Conference will be
held on Wednesday, April 7, 2010 at 10:00 a.m. in the
Dana Conference Center, 1325 Conference Center
Drive, Toledo, Ohio 43614, at the University of Toledo,
Health Science Campus, 3000 Arlington Avenue,
Toledo, Ohio 43614.   Total Bid Guaranty and Con-
tract Bond are required per section 153.54 of the Ohio
Revised Code. EDGE Participation Goal: 5%. Project
Estimate: $399,000.00; Breakdown: HVAC:
$243,000.00 and Electrical: $156,000.00.

Legal Notice
Sealed bids will be received by Lucas County Job

& Family Services (LCDJFS) at 3210 Monroe Street,
Toledo, Ohio, until 12:00 p.m., March 31, 2010 and
opened at 2:00 p.m., March 31, 2010 for the selection
of Vendor(s) to provide Non-Emergency Medicaid
and Title XX Transportation Services for eligible
LCDJFS clients. Submitted bid packets must be
completed according to the specifications and provi-
sions outlined in the Request for Qualifications.  The
contract period will be from approximately July 1,
2010 through June 30, 2011.

Prior to the March 31, 2010 12:00 P.M. (local
time) deadline, each bid upon submission must be
stamped for the time and date and placed in our bid
box. The bid box is located at the Security Desk on
the first floor of the LCDJFS office. No bids will be
accepted after 12:00 P.M. (Bids that are time-stamped
at the Document Center will not be accepted.)

The Request for Qualification will be available on
Friday, March 5, 2010.                                                           It
will be available for potential bidders to download by
going to the site: http://www.co.lucas.oh.us/
bids.aspx.

An Electronic Question & Answer (Q&A) process
will be from March 5, 2010 at 8:00 a.m. to March 10,
2010 at 4:00 p.m. PARTICIPATION IS OPTIONAL,
BUT IS HIGHLY ENCOURAGED. Questions for the
Q&A must be submitted in writing and received via
email, by Michelle Niedermier at
niedem@odjfs.state.oh.us by March 10, 2010 at
4:00 p.m.; the posting of the Q&A will be on March 15,
2010.  If any changes are made to the RFQ as a result
of the Q&A, an addendum to the RFQ will be posted
on the website address (noted above).

This notice is posted, as of March 5, 2010, at
http://www.co.lucas.oh.us/bids.aspx.

The right is reserved to reject any and all bids.

By order of the Board of County Commissioners,
Lucas County, Ohio.

Pete Gerken - President
Tina Skeldon Wozniak - Commissioner

Ben Konop - Commissioner

Bid. 48-2011-RFQ-01

CLINICAL COORDINATOR, AOD SER-
VICES

Unison Behavioral Health Group, Inc. is seeking
an individual to manage adult AOD programming.
Responsibilities will include processing referrals, pro-
gram marketing, diagnostic assessments, insuring
appropriate documentation and reporting, group and
individual counseling, consultation with and supervi-
sion of staff, maintaining ODADAS certification, de-
velopment of relationships with external sources and
other related projects as assigned.

Qualified candidates must possess a current
LISW-S, LPCC-S or Ph.D. and Chemical dependency
licensure. Must be competent in substance abuse
assessment and counseling, have experience work-
ing with individuals and families with mental health
and substance abuse problems and have previous
management experience.

Ads Posted Online at:
TheTruthToledo.com
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The Zeta Xi Zeta Chapter
of the Zeta Phi Beta Sorotity,
Inc. held its 2010 Finer Wom-
anhood Scholarship Break-
fast on March 20 in the Mt.
Vernon Room at Parkway
Place as dozens of sorors
and guests gathered to cel-
ebrate this year’s theme:
“Inspiring Our Community
to Dream.”

Among the highlights of
the morning were portraits
of Zeta Phi Beta success sto-
ries presented by the chap-
ter members, the presenta-
tion of the annual scholar-
ship, the keynote address
by Min. Sherri Galloway and
the award for Zeta of the
Year to Athelene Harrison.

“I am Freddye
Henderson … pioneer for
African-American travelers
who opened the first black-
owned travel agency in
1955,” said Celeste Burgess
during her spirited portrait
of the trail-blazing Zeta
soror who, in 1964, planned
Rev. Martin Luther King
Jr.’s trip to Oslo, Norway to
receive the Nobel Peace
Prize. Henderson was hon-
ored herself to travel with
King to the ceremony and
sit with his party.

Chapter member Kim-
berly Awls presented her
portrayal of Clara
McLaughlin who, in 1979,
received and FCC license
and became the first Afri-
can-American woman to
purchase a television sta-
tion – Longview, TX – and
in 2002 bought the Florida

Star Newspaper in Jackson-
ville, FL.

“I knew when I was
young I wanted to do some-
thing in the media,” said
Awls as her McLaughlin
alter-ego. McLaughlin at-
tended Howard University
and became editor-in-chief
of the yearbook staff and
earned her MBA from Prai-
rie View A & M University.

Soror Monique Gayle fol-
lowed those remarks with
her portrait of Yolanda
Webb, a Detroit native and
Tennessee State University
graduate who started a cos-
metics business in 2003 –
E’lon Cosmetics – whose
mission is to help women
see the beauty they have
within.

After breakfast was
served, the audience was
treated to the keynote ad-
dress by Galloway, who has
lived her life by the idea of
“embellishing yourself in
the possibilities of life.”

An associate minister at
Rhema Word Christian Fel-
lowship Church, Galloway
formed the Christian Walk
Ministry in 2001 to revive
and empower those in need
through spiritual counsel-
ing, community resource re-
ferrals and financial advis-
ing.

Galloway also has started
a company, Strictly Busi-
ness, a notary and tax prepa-
ration group that provides
services for more than 150
clients in the Toledo area
and across the nation.

BreAnna Allen was the
scholarship recipient. Allen,
a senior at Rogers High
School is a member of clubs
and organizations such as
the Daughters of Promise,

Student Council and Project
Life. She is active in commu-
nity service projects and the
school’s drama club.

Allen will be attending
The University of Toledo

Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc. Zeta Xi Zeta Chapter Holds
2010 Finer Womanhood Scholarship Breakfast
Sojourner’s Truth Staff

where she plans to major in
chemistry and hopes to be a
dentist.

Athelene Harrison was
named Zeta of the Year. A
native of Morrilton, Arkan-
sas, Harrison earned her
bachelor of science degree
from Philander Smith Col-
lege in Little Rock and a
master’s degree from UT.
She is a retired elementary
school teacher and com-
puter specialist with the
Toledo Public Schools.

In 2000, Harrison and her
six sisters started a business
to mass produce a family Cha-
Cha recipe – Florence’s Home
Style – named for the sister’s
mother who had passed the
recipe on to their generation.

Florence’s Home Style has
flourished and can be found
in select specialty grocery
stores and online at

www.florencehomestyle.com
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc

was formed in 1920 by five
female students – the Five
Pearls – at Howard Univer-
sity to address societal mo-
res, ills, prejudices, poverty
and health concerns. There
are now hundreds of chap-
ters around the world and the
sorority’s national and local
programs include endow-
ment of its National Educa-
tional Foundation, commu-
nity outreach services and
support of multiple affiliate
organizations.

The Zeta Xi Zeta
Chapter’s Finer Woman-
hood Committee included
Chairman Laurie Sharp, mem-
bers J’Vann Winfield, Chris-
tian Young, Celeste Burgess
and Kelli Williams. Jamilah
Jones is the chapter’s presi-
dent.

Athelene Harrison

On Sunday, February 28,
2010 Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. celebrated its
102 years founding at
Brandywine Country Club.
This event was open to the
public and hosted by the three
local chapters of the nation’s
first African American Greek-
letter organization for college
educated women. Under-
graduate chapters at Bowl-
ing Green State University
and the University of Toledo,
and graduate chapter of Zeta
Alpha Omega welcomed 200
guests and members to join
this celebration whose theme
was “Sustaining the Vision:
A Celebration of our
Founders “.

Founded on the campus
of Howard University in 1908,
this small group of 16 women
has grown to a membership
of more than 250,000 college-
educated women affiliated
with undergraduate and
alumna chapters worldwide.
The credo of “service to all
mankind” guides the sorority

AKA’s Celebrate Founders’ Day and 102 Years of Service
Special to The Truth

in its programs which centers
on significant issues of the
black family, communities,
economics, health, entrepre-
neurship, technology, and
the arts.

The guest speaker was
Jala Anderson, former Chan-
nel 13 Action News anchor.
Jala spoke of her great love
for the Toledo community
and how she welcomed the
opportunity to return and
share her incredible journey
since she left the area. She
was married in Toledo and
left for a new job in North
Carolina. Within a three year
period she lost her job with
that local TV station, moved
back to her hometown of
Chicago, secured a position
with a pharmaceutical com-
pany was downsized and
most devastating was her
husband was killed in a car
accident. Jala spoke of how
she was changed by these
three events and her faith and
trust in God and her
grandmother’s love and en-

couragement sustained her
and helped make her a stron-
ger and better person today.
She has written a book about
her journey which will be re-
leased this year. Last year
Abbott Laboratories recog-
nized her diverse talents and
recruited her to become their
Global Field Sales Trainer. She
is still active in community
service and gives motiva-
tional speeches to youth,
civic, and church groups.
Also a member of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, she
was eager to return to be the
Founders Day speaker and
introduce her new 4 month-

old baby girl, Phoenix Rose
to her sisters and guests.

Alpha Kappa Alpha So-
rority also recognized three
local agencies for their ser-
vices to the community. Cov-
enant Youth Development,
The Firm, and the Genesis
Project all received contribu-
tions and certificates for their
efforts to make life better for
their specific populations.

Entertainment was pro-
vided by sorority members
Bertha Peyton who provided
the musical prelude. Mary
Hayes sang Lift Every Voice
and Sing and Gabrielle Hill
astounded everyone with her

Marie Bush and Jala
Anderson

professional classical solos.
Rosalyn Cooper danced her
interpretation of Alecia Keys
“Superwoman”. Mayor
Michael Bell delivered greet-
ings from the city.

Not only sorority members
were recognized for their con-
tributions as charter members,
golden members, life mem-
bers, silver stars, past presi-
dents, regional and national

officers. Local organizations
were also acknowledged and
thanked for their support.
Marie L. Bush, chairperson
for this event stated “We
wanted the community to
share in our celebration and
we thank you for coming”.

Mistress of ceremony was
Kimberly Caldwell and Clara
Petty is the graduate chapter
president.

Marie Bush, Ann Battles,
Clara Petty


