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This Strikes Us ...

A Sojourner’s Truth Editorial

What would Martin think?

As we enter the second decade of the 21% Century, more than 40 years after the death
of Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., we frequently have to stop and ask ourselves — what would
Martin think?

IfDr. King were still alive, or if he simply came back for a visit, how would he view the
events, the circumstances of the early 21* Century in terms of what he labored to change
or correct?

Would he feel pleased that all of his hard work had helped produce so many success
stories for African-Americans and other minorities? Or would frustration set in as he
absorbed the news of the widening gaps between the haves and the have-nots in so many
areas?

On the whole, we think the success stories are exactly what he would have predicted.
The lack of attainment for so many, however, would have struck him as inexplicable.

Yes, African-Americans can vote just about anywhere and everywhere. And African-
Americans do indeed vote just about everywhere without fear of the repercussions that
caused such anxiety for their ancestors in certain areas of the land of the free.

And yes, we have highly visible elected and appointed officials in every nook and
cranny of the land. Since King’s death, we have elected African-Americans to many
positions —mayors, state representatives, judgeships, etc. The nation has elected a couple
ofblack U.S. Senators, a governor here and there and, of course, we now have an African-
American president.

Not only have African-Americans made great strides in achieving elected office but
also in appointed positions such as Secretary of State, Attorney General ... on the national
level.

The face of America, at least as the rest of the world sees it, has become a model that
other nations can and should emulate. The last four Secretaries of State have been either
African-American or female ... or both.

Such accomplishments have prompted other nations to respond in kind when it comes
to diplomacy. That would have made Martin proud we think.

On other fronts, African-Americans continue to have access to institutions of higher
learning; several black Americans have achieved CEO status at Fortune 500 companies;
opportunities in the fields of law, medicine, engineering, education abound on all levels.

That’s the good news.

The bad news, however, is that in so many ways the African-American community is
much worse offthan it was in the 1960’s and that would have troubled Martin greatly were
he alive to see it.

Yes, institutions of higher learning open their doors to virtually all who have the desire
and the ability to achieve. Unfortunately, as a community, we don’t really seem to care
about such things nearly as much as we should.

We start off on the wrong foot and stay out of step with mainstream America. The
birthrate for black Americans born out of wedlock, virtually always to mothers who will
beraising these children on their own, approaches 70 percent in many areas. In many cases
the mothers are too young and too uneducated to understand what they need to do to raise
their children out the cycle of poverty that has entrapped their families for generations.

Andonitgoes. Youngboysraised in families with absent fathers, aspiring at early ages
to be rap stars or basketball players — their only role models. By the time they realize it is
too late for either, the excitement of the streets has captivated them.

In Manhattan, where Geoffrey Canada has founded the Harlem Children’s Zone, a 97
square block, holistic approach to education that starts in the womb and carries on to
young adulthood, the challenge is daunting simply in terms of the economic statistics.
White families with children under the age of five in Manhattan have an average income
0f $248,000. Black families with such children have an average income of $31,000.

The frustration Martin would feel is embodied in the statistics of college attendance
for African-American students. There are far too few African-American women attending
college, however, two thirds of black college students are women. Black male college
students are an endangered species.

Dr. King waged his fight against the white power structure that told black citizens “we
will not allow you to have a seat at the table.” Were he to return, he might see any number
of open seats and not nearly enough black Americans vying to grab them.

The white power structure is by no means trying to wrap its arms around black
Americans and inviting them to sit down. On the other hand, the seats are there for the
taking if the black community is ready to step up.

Today, Martin would not be facing clubs and dogs and water hoses. He would be on
the streets of Harlem and East Cleveland and South Central knocking on doors and pushing
kids into schools and urging parents to get involved. It might have made him nostalgic
for those dogs and water hoses..

Community Calendar

January 3-8 and 10-15

Baptist Ministers Conference of Toledo and Vicinity Annual ‘Twelve-Night’ Revival:
twonights each at Eastern Star, St. Mark’s, Jerusalem, Ebenezer, Southern and Indiana
Avenue.

January 10-15
The Gathering Pt. III: Greater New Psalmist Church and Bishop Brehon Hall; 7 pm
nightly; Guest preacher Prophet Joseph Hargo from Houston, TX: 419-720-0520

January 18
2010 MLK Jr. Unity Celebration” UT’s Savage Hall; 9:30 am; 11 am community
luncheon:419-245-1565

January 19

Women’s Entrepreneurial Network “Getting Started” Business Seminars: “Writing
aBusiness Plan;” 6:30 pm; Seymour & Assoc/Mass Mutual Training Room; Advance
registration necessary: 419-536-6732 or www.wen-usa.com

January21

Joint Utility Winter Information Fair: Erie St. Market; 10am to 2 pm; Information from
utility and social service agencies on programs offering assistance through the winter
months; Free HIN1 shots; Housing applications for LMHA ; Home weatherization from
NHS; Avoiding foreclosure workshops: 419-213-8930

January 26

Women'’s Entrepreneurial Network “Getting Started” Business Seminars: “Market-
ing YourBusiness;” 6:30 pm; Seymour & Assoc/Mass Mutual Training Room; Advance
registrationnecessary: 419-536-6732 or www.wen-usa.com

Ambassador Fatherhood Parenting & Mentoring Class: 10 week program for men
needinga parenting class; 6:30to 9 pm; Operation Re-Seed Christian Ministries: 419-297-
3530

January29
Rosary Cathedral School “Get Acquainted Event:”9 to 10:30 am; Tour of school,
reception and presentation: 419-243-4396 or tkiatkowski@ccmtschool.org

January29-30

Monroe Street Neighborhood Center Open Registration: Expanded gym hours for
youthages 11-16;3:30 to 5:30 pm each day; After school open gym program will have
structured activities Mon-Thurs from 3:30 to 5:30 pm starting 2.08: 419-473-1167

January 30

26" Annual Conference for Aspiring Minority Youth: “LivingaLife of Service: Giving
Backto Your Community;” Presented by the UT Toledo EXCEL Program; UT Student
Union Auditorium; 8:30 to 1:00 pm; Reservations start Jan. 21; Keynote speaker Malaak
Compton-Rock:419-530-3820,3823 0or3830

5™ Annual Bridal Show: Noon to 5 pm; Garden Lake Banquet Hall; Open vendor
displays, bridal registry, fashion show, marriage renewal, entertainment, food tasting:
419-346-5275

February?2

Women’s Entrepreneurial Network “Getting Started” Business Seminars: “Financing
and Record Keeping for Your Business;” 6:30 pm; Seymour & Assoc/Mass Mutual
Training Room; Advance registration necessary: 419-536-6732 or www.wen-usa.com

Grace Edwards

mkariLicensed in Ohis & Michigan

US: (4159) 790454
RX: (419) T25-8880
draliv-reaieuiair com
123 MAVARRE AVE

JREGDM, OH 438618  the riemea isaml

ROS!

THE REAL P

A,

The Sojourner’s Truth

Toledo’s Truthful African-American
Owned and Operated Newspaper

Kevin McQueen Publisher

Fletcher Word Publisher and Editor
Becky McQueen Business Manager
Nadean Hamilton Reporter

Vickie Shurelds Reporter

Sharon Guice Reporter

James Fowler Reporter

Artisha Lawson Reporter

Jack Ford Political Columnist
Michael J. Hayes Entertainment Critic
Jason L. Lee Sr. Layout Designer
Jennifer Retholtz Webmaster

Pamela Anderson Sales Representative
Kathy Sweeny Ad Creation

A Certified MBE, 2009
The Sojourner’s Truth, 1811 Adams Street, Toledo, Ohio 43604
Phone 419-243-0007 « Fax 419-255-7700
thetruth@thetruthtoledo.com
www.thetruthtoledo.com




January 13, 2010

The Sojourner’s Truth

Page 3

Waiting to Exhale? Do So Now

By Lafe Tolliver, Esq.
Guest Column

Well, the verdict is in and
the grand jury says that the
killing of the mentally retarded
in Lucas County is OK with
them...evenifthe mentallyill
person has no gun. They will
allow the brandishing of a
pair of scissors to be a good
stand-in for a snub nose .38
special.

According to Toledo Po-
lice ChiefMike Navarre, when
the police arrived at the site
of the home of mentally ill
LindaHicks, black female,age
62, she was shot within five
minutes. It would have been
quicker but probably the

shooter waited to wipe her
feet on the porch mat before
she entered the group home
and that act probably gave
Linda an extra minute or two
to say her final prayers be-
fore she was blown to king-
dom come.

So, in an effort to save
time, I have presented below
two scenarios, one of which
coulda/woulda saved a
life...that of Linda Hicks, a
mentally ill person.

Choose the one that best
fits what transpired. Now re-
member, the shooter con-
fronts Linda Hicksin Linda’s
bedroom purportedly lying
down on her stomach and
with her hands hidden.

Scene One. Action. Roll
the cameras:

Shooter: Hi Linda..I am
Officer Chandlerandlamhere
to save the day but that could
also mean shooting you.
Hey! I cannotsee your hands!

Getup!

Linda: No. I want to lie
here until help comes. Are
you that help?

Shooter: Itdepends. Help

isarelative word. Since I can
notsee your hands, [am wor-
ried that you have a weapon.
Do you have a weapon?

Linda: Justa pair of scis-
sors that I used for arts and
crafts. Want to see them?

Shooter: Youbetcha! Get
up and let me see them.

Linda: OK...butpromise
not to shoot me because to-
day is zoo visitday and I want
to go see the tigers. (note:
Linda gets up and approaches
the shooter with the scis-
SOrS.).

Shooter: Linda, I gottatell
you that I feel threatened by
you and those
scissors...sorry, but I gotta
end this now. Blam! Pow!
Blam!

Note: Lindalooks shocked
and falls to the ground and
the zoo visitis now a thing of
the past.

Scene Two. Action. Roll
the cameras:

Shooter: Hi Linda. I am
Diane. What’s going on? 1
hear that you are not feeling
well and you are off of your

Ashford and Meadows Pull
Petitions to File for House of
Representatives Seat

Sojourner’s Truth Staff’

Democrats Toledo City
Councilman Michael Ashford
and Schylar Meadows appear
to be the early entrants in the
contest to replace Ohio Rep.
EdnaBrown.

Meadows and Ashford
have pulled petitions for the
Democratic May 4 primary to
determine whowill faceaRe-
publican opponent in the
heavily Democratic 48th Dis-
trict. Brown is term-limited
from running for re-election.

The deadline for filingasa
Democratis February 18. In-
dependents have until May 3
to file their petitions.

medication and that you are
scaring people with some
scissors. Wanna tell me what
the problem is?

Linda: Just a bad day all
around! First, no Corn Puffs
for breakfast and then I can-
not find my purple socks and
thenI gotthese terrible head-
aches. These are my favorite
scissors and I want to keep
them to do my cutouts.

Shooter: Linda, [ will still
need for you to show me your
hands so I will know what
you have.

Linda: No!

Shooter: OK, Linda. Ev-
erything is going to be OK. I
am going to slowly

leave your bedroom and
let you laiethere and some-
one else will be back shortly.
Just rest, OK? We will have
to lock the door from the out-
side but thatis foreveryone’s
safety..OK?

Linda: Youareanice lady!
Let me know when they find
some more Corn Puffs and I
will come out because I can-
not miss the zoo visit day!

At this point, the shooter
exits the bedroom of Linda,
secures the door from the
outside and waits for an in-
tervention team from Rescue

Crisis or other officers who
are trained in intervention
with the mentally ill.

Linda stays inside her
bedroomand inabout 20 min-
utes, para professionals ar-
rive who defuse the situation
and after talking with Linda
for about an hour, the door is
cracked open and Linda
throws out the scissors and
she is peacefully subdued
and taken to a local hospital.

Now from the above two
scenarios, which one works
the best and uses the least
drastic means?

Which scenario should
have been employed? Why
wasn’t it used?

Why did Linda die within
five minutes of the shooter
arriving at the scene? What
was the rush to shoot this
mentally ill person?

What is an outrageous
statement  from  the
prosecutor’s office is the
statement that the officer...
“did attempt everything to
prevent this situation from
escalating and all of their ef-
forts to prevent that from
happening were in vain.”

Whata crock! Did ‘every-
thing’ include simply leaving
this person to stew in their

own room until a crisis inter-
vention team arrived?
Answer...No!

What witnesses to this
event were allowed to testify
before this grand jury as to
what they observed?

How far from the bed (and
aprostrate Linda Hicks) was
the officer who felt threat-
ened and responded in “self-
defense?”

Knowing that the officer
was responding to a situa-
tion involving a mentally ill
person, why did the officer
play “tough guy” and ap-
proach Linda who was lying
in her bed and posing no im-
mediate threat to anyone.

1 have not heard any evi-
dence that Linda rushed or
charged this officer especially
with Linda in a prostrate po-
sition.

Somany questions. So few
answers. One thing is for
sure...Linda Hicks is dead.

A warning to the mentally
ill in Lucas County. Do not
provoke officers when it is
your zoo visit day. You just
might not get to see the lions
and the tigers.

Contact Lafe Tolliver at
tolliver@juno.com
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Ministers Meet With Police Chief over Hicks Shooting

By Fletcher Word
Sojourner’s Truth Editor

Several ministers, not
contentto allow the circum-
stances surrounding Linda
Hicks’ death to fade from
community memory, met last
week with Police ChiefMike
Navarre. The meeting was
an effort to evaluate police
action in the wake of events
that led to the fatal shooting
ofamentallyill woman armed
with a pair of scissors.

That shooting occurred
on December 15 when po-
lice were called to Marissa’s
Adult Family Home on
Fernwood Avenue by
Tanya Murphy who told the
dispatcher that Hicks, who
suffered from schizophre-
nia, had brandished the scis-
sors at her. Murphy re-
quested the “crisis police.”

Two officers responded,
Diane Chandler, who has
been on the force since 2006
and has had Crisis Interven-
tion Team (CIT) training,
and Rebecca Kenney, on the
force since 2002.

The two officers entered
Hicks’ bedroom, tried to use
a Taser on her twice but the
instrument did not function.
An agitated Hicks, accord-
ingto the officers, rose from
the bed and advanced with
scissors towards Chandler,
who fired her weapon four
times, killing the woman.

Rev. Cedric Brock, pas-
tor of Mt. Nebo Missionary
Baptist Church and presi-
dent of the Interdenomina-
tional Ministerial Alliance,
Bishop M.C. McGhee, pas-
tor of Serenity Church of

Chief Navarre, Director Green, Rev. Brock, Bishop
McGhee, Chaplain Lucas

God in Christ,and Rev. Wil-
liam Lucas, pastor of Lib-
erty Ministries Church of
God in Christ and chaplain
with the Toledo Police De-
partment, met with Navarre
and Safety Director Shirley
Green for an hour on Friday
afternoon in the chief’s of-
fices.

“We’re working to-
gether,” said Brock at the
start of the meeting. “We
are men of peace not men of
wrath. The Bible says we
should work together ...
things that can happen can
be resolved.”

Navarre opened his re-
marks with two comments.
First, Chandler after taking
a week off, had returned to
active duty. Second, just
hours prior to the meeting, a
grand jury looking into
events surrounding the
shooting had returned de-
clined to indict the officer
onacharge of murder witha
gun specification. Neither
announcement pleased the
ministers.

“Only off five days for
something that serious?”
asked Brock.

“There are several
schools of thought,” replied
Navarre. “One is to get back
on the horse right away, but
it’s not over for that officer.”

“I’'mnot concerned about
the officer,” interjected
Brock. “I’'m concerned
about the family.”

Navarre then explained
that the week off for Chan-
dler was not punitive and
until the department’s in-
ternal Fire Review Board had
an opportunity to examine
the events of the night in
question, there was no rea-
son to discipline the officer.
That review board is ex-
pected to convene, with
Deputy Chief Derrick Diggs
as chairman, within two
weeks time.

The chiefthen explained
to the ministers the
department’s stance on CIT
training and how he expects
the training to evolve.

Currently, some crisis in-
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tervention training is incor-
porated into the standard
state-mandated police acad-
emy curriculum—less thana
day’s worth at the moment.

The CIT training, how-

ficer Chandler having re-
turned to active duty and
working, as before, out of
the Scott Park station. He
asked Navarre to “re-exam-
ine” that matter.

nels of communication open
between the community rep-
resented by the ministers
and the police department.

In fact, until the Fire Re-
view Board convenes and

“I’m not concerned about the officer,” interjected
Brock. “I’m concerned about the family.”

ever, is voluntary and
Navarre said that 107 offic-
ers have undergone the 40-
hour course.

He anticipates that the
mandated training will be in-
creased in the near future
by the state to 16 to 24 hours
but he would like to see all
of his officers undergo the
voluntary CIT training in ad-
dition to the mandated
hours.

After the chief’s review
of the training issue, Brock
returned to the matter of Of-

“Thavereceived so much
feed back — from blacks and
from whites — about the of-
ficer,” said Brock. “Itell you
from my heart, we don’tneed
her on the streets.”

The chief declined to
commit to any change in the
department’s approach to
handling officers involved
in shooting incidents.

Last week’s meeting, to
which several members of
the press were invited,
solved nothing but seemed
to serve to keep the chan-

hands down its judgment
on whether there were vio-
lations by the officers on
internal policy and proce-
dures, there is little the min-
isters could have focused
on during this preliminary
phase.

In comments made later
to The Truth, Brock iterated
his commitment to keeping
the issue alive — be it
through letters to area lead-
ers and elected officials ora
silent march, if necessary.

I know no more about
what happened during
those few minutes before
the shooting of Linda Hicks
than anyone else who has
read and watched the news
but I have seen first-hand
how this has impacted the
mental health community.
People in support groups
and education classes are
saying: “I am afraid to call
the police now for myself,
my child, my husband, my
wife and my loved one.”

Thisis devastating tome
personally. Crisis Interven-
tion Team (CIT)isanational
NAMI program. So many
people have worked so hard
to bring this to the Lucas
County area that to have
people distrust it is another
tragedy.

While I know little, my
questions remain. CIT train-
ing entails not only lectures
but also role playing, site
visiting and one-to-one in-
teraction with people living
with the disorders. The pur-
pose is to not criminalize
individuals because of
symptomology and to di-
verttoappropriate treatment

Idon’treally understand
why longer methods of talk
intervention were not used,
per training, or why backup
was not called to assist.

I don’t understand why
it had to reach the point
where weapons are pointed.
I don’t understand why she
died.

I don’t understand what
itisliketobeapolice officer.

Guest Column

| Don’t Understand Why
She Died

By Marci Colton Dvorak, Executive Director
National Alliance for the Mentally 1ll (NAMI) of Greater Toledo

I recognize that they walk in
when we are running out. But
I do know what it is like to
have an ill individual point a
weapon at me and to have
nothing but my ability to re-
late to them to defuse the
crisis. As a social worker in
mental health, and a family
member,  have lived through
those experiences and so
have many others.

1 have personally seen
trained CIT officersinaction
and their skill and patience
did save lives. I have also
been able to hear the per-
sonal accounts of people with
mental illness, their families
and mental health providers
relate similar stories. Those
hundreds of positive tales are
not known to the community
and they should be.

The shooting of Ms. Hicks
is a horrible occurrence that
must be addressed. Lessons
mustbe learned and the com-
munity must decide that is-
sues regarding our citizens
living withmental illness must
be a priority. If it is not a
priority, people do die.

What do we need to do
now?

Well, first of all, the com-
munity does need to know
that CIT has been successful
in hundreds of cases. We
need to focus on what didn’t
work and how we can change
that. The Lucas County Men-
tal Health and Recovery Ser-
vices Board and NAMI of
Greater Toledo, along with
other agencies, consumers
and systems have been meet-

ing long before this shoot-
ing to take a long hard look
atthe curriculum, talk with
other CITsacross the coun-
try and revamp the training.

But training is only the
beginning. Officers need
time to process what they
did and how it worked or
didn’t work. They need
additional training and time
to ask more questions and,
yes, they need to be hon-
ored when they do it well
and lives are saved.

But the City of Toledo
needs to say that this is a
priority and hold all ac-
countable. Ms. Hicks and
all the others cannot be for-
gotten after the sensation-
alism has diminished. Her
death cannotbe justahead-
line. She was so much more
than that. But she was not
alone. There are many
people like Ms. Hicks out
there. Sometimes they are
intreatment and sometimes
not. But they are our family
members and our friends
and us. The need to make
mental health training for
law enforcement manda-
tory is not just a response
to a tragedy. It is a neces-
sity.

Ed. Note: Marci Colton
Dvorak, executive director
of NAMI of Greater Toledo,
was one of the individuals
responsible for introduc-
ing CIT training to the
Toledo Police Department
in the late 1990’s
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Deadline Approaches for Museum’s Art Travel
Scholarship

TOLEDO, OHIO—Stu-
dents of art are encouraged
to apply now for the Palmer
Scholarship awarded by the
Toledo Museum of Art. The
application deadline for this
arttravel award is January 29,
2010.

The Palmer Scholarship
provides funding for travel
foranindividual(s) to pursue
a course of study in an art-
related field. The award
recipient(s) will receive up to
$8,000 toward the costs of
travel—includingairfare, ho-
tel and meal expenses—ei-
ther domestic or abroad, to
enhance studies in an art-

related field. Projectexamples
include advancing creative
skills, conducting research,
and studying educational
techniques.

Applicants must reside in
Northwest Ohio. The award
recipient(s) mustcomplete the
travel within one year of no-
tification. Awards will be an-
nounced in March 2010.

Full details and the appli-
cation form can be down-
loaded at
www.toledomuseum.org/
learn/classes. Questions can
be directed to class registrar
Rebecca Byers at
rbyers@toledomuseum.org

or(419)255-8000, ext. 7363.

The Palmer Scholarshipis
just one of many awarded by
the Toledo Museum of Art.
Scholarships for TMA art
classes—for children and
adults—are intended to pro-
vide art education to those
who might not otherwise be
able to participate, and to en-
courage artistically gifted in-
dividuals. See the Museum
website for additional infor-
mation.

The mission ofthe Toledo
Museum of Artis based upon
the belief in the power of art
to ignite the imagination,
stimulate thought and pro-
vide enjoyment. Through our
collection and programs, we
strive to integrate art into the
lives of people.

The Toledo Museum of

Toledo Mayor Mike Bell
put in place the final major
piece in his administration
last week when he an-
nounced his choice for Fi-
nance Director. Patrick
McLean, currently associ-
ate vice chancellor for
Affordability and Efficiency
for the Ohio Board of Re-
gents, will be assuming the
city post at a challenging
time considering that the
outgoing administration of
Mayor Carty Finkbeiner has
predicted a deficit of $40
million for the 2010 fiscal
year.

“I’mgladto have Patrick
coming on board to join us,
though I wish it were under

Bell Names Patrick McLean
to Post of City Finance
Director

Sojourner’s Truth Staff’

more fruitful circumstances,”
said Bell. “We face a great
challenge in putting together
a balanced budget that will
preserve the city services our
residents value. Patrick un-
derstands theneed foratrans-
parent process that accounts
for citizen input and collabo-
ration with our partners on
City Council.”

“It’s adifficult role,” said
McLean. “But there are a
couple of core philosophies
the mayor has articulated —
transparency, collaboration
... and continuous improve-
ment...”

McLean noted that he and
hisstaffwill look at suchitems
energy efficiency, informa-

tion technology and pur-
chasing, among other key
areas, in which to save
money.

“It’s both a problem and
a challenge,” he said of the
tasks ahead. “Some of the
revenues that have de-
creased may not be coming
back — that’s the reality of
what we may be living with.
We’ve got to have a pro-
cesswhichisinclusive. We’ll
present options and live
with that.”

Asto the issue of raising
taxes, Bell said that the ad-
ministration will first look
internally tomake sure allis
being done to balance the
budget. “We can’t go to the
public for taxes until we’ve
taken care of everything in-
side,” said the mayor.

McLean is a native of
Defiance, OH. Prior to his
position with the Ohio Board
of Regents, he served as
chieffinancial officer in the
Office of the Ohio Attorney
General and hasalso served
as chief of staff to the Ohio
Senate Minority Caucus

McLean has taught and
designed courses in politi-
cal science, philanthropy
and global issues.

Artisanonprofitarts institu-
tion funded through indi-
vidual donations, foundation
grants, corporate sponsor-
ships and investments. The
Ohio Arts Council helps fund
programs at the Toledo Mu-
seum of Art through a sus-
tainable grant program that
encourages  economic
growth, educational excel-

lence and cultural enrichment
for all Ohioans.

Admission to the Mu-
seum is free. The Museum is
open Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday, 10a.m.-4 p.m.; Fri-
day, 10 a.m.-10 p.m.; Satur-
day, 10a.m.— 6 p.m.; Sunday,
Noon-6 p.m.; closed Mon-
daysand majorholidays. Fri-
day evening hours are made

possible by Fifth Third Bank.
The Museum is located at
2445 Monroe Street at
Scottwood Avenue, just west
of the downtown business
districtand one block off1-75
with exitdesignations posted.
For general information, visi-
tors cancall419-255-8000 or
800-644-6862, or visit
www.toledomuseum.org.

The Toledo-Lucas
County Public Library
proudly presents The
Omni Group Exhibition on
display in the Tatum Gal-
lery (located in the Art
Tatum African American
Resource Center/Kent
Branch Library, 3101
Collingwood Blvd.) on
view beginning Tuesday,
January 12 through the
end of February.

A special public and
FREE reception to help
kick off the exhibit is
scheduled at 6 p.m. on
Tuesday, January 12.
Light fare and refresh-

The Omni Group Exhibition

ments will be provided by
the Friends of the Tatum
Society.

The exhibit includes
paintings, sculptures and
jewelry by some of the
area’s finest artists includ-
ing, Paula Fullilove, Omni
Group Director, Wil Clay,
Alice Grace, Mack Walton,
Ron Jamison, Robert
Shorter, Charlene Ransom,
Gail Stephens, Kelly
Norwood,and C.C. Audrey.

The Omni Group is a
newly formed group of art-
ists.

For more details, please
call419.259.5392

Did you know? Nearly
halfofyourLibrary’s fund-
ing is generated from state
dollars, the other half from
property tax dollars. The
recent 30 percent reduc-
tion in state library fund-
ing, coupled with a drop
in property tax valuations,
has caused a drastic $7.4
million shortfall for 2010.
To survive and provide
service to our patrons, the
Toledo-Lucas County
Public Library has been
forced to reduce hours,
staff and Library materi-
als. Thanks for your con-
tinued support.

(
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“I have a dream that my
four litile children will one
day live in a nation where
they will not be judged by
the color of their skin ]
but by the content of
their characrer.”
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Belts Promote Pride, Self-Esteem and Success

Special to The Truth

On Friday, January 8,
2010, Jewel Chapter #20,
0.E.S., Prince Hall Affiliate,
Phi Delta Kappa Sorority,
Inc. and the Toledo Club of
the National Association of
Negro Business and Profes-
sional Women’s Clubs, Inc.
joined in a partnership to
provide approximately 50
belts to students at Marshall
Elementary School, where
Bulista Kimbrough is the
principal. The groups hope
this donation will encour-
age the boysto learn to wear
their pants properly instead
of sagging down.

Each of these community

organizations is dedicated
to providing services to en-
hance the potential of all
children for success, to de-
velop self-esteem and a
sense of pride in their
achievements and appear-
ance. Providing belts is just
one way to bring about the
accomplishments of these
goals.

Delores M. Bates is the
Worthy Matron and Ronald
McClorrine is the Worthy
Patron of Jewel Chapter #20,
O.E.S., Prince Hall Affiliate
organized in 1895. Phi Delta
Kappa Sorority, Inc. spear-
headed this endeavor un-

Sharon Byersmith, Wanda Terrell, Clara Brank, Bulista
Kimbrough, Denise Black-Poon, Lori Weidemon, Delores

M. Bates, Barbara Tucker

der the chairmanship of
Clara Brank, a teacher at
Marshall Elementary School
and a member of the three
partnering organizations.
Phi Delta Kappa Soror-
ity, Inc. is an Educational
Teacher Sorority committed
to educating and enlighten-
ing every student they can
with sisterly smiles and a
caring and sharing manner.
The Toledo Club of the
NANBPWC, Inc., founded
in 1964, is dedicated to serv-
ing the community in the
areas of health, education,
employment and economic
development. Under the

leadership of Wanda Terrell,
President, the club provides
many valuable services un-
der the umbrella of these
areas.

Also supporting the
project were the many mem-
bers of the three organiza-
tions who provided the
belts. Other individuals
present at the presentation
of the belts were:

Denise Black-Poon, To-
ledo Club First Vice Presi-
dent, Barbara Tucker, North
Central District Governor,
Sharon Byersmith and Lori
Weidemon, Parent Part-
ners.

The Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union

currently located at 1339 Dorr Street, has just launched their “Brick Campaign” The TUFCU has begun this campaign in an
effort to raise funds for the new building which will be built at the corner of Detroit Avenue at Dorr Street. If you are inter-
ested in purchasing a“Brick” as a part of the campaign the prices are as follows:

$ 50.00 for each “Walkway” brick

$100.00 for each “Vestibule” brick

$500.00 for each “Archway” brick
Please call TUFCU at 419.255.8876
to make your contribution TODAY!

Bricks Sold as of January 8, 2010
Board of Directors & Staff of
Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union would like to take this opportunity to Thank All who have invested in our new building. You still have time to
be a part of history.

Also we would like to Thank: Ohio Community Development Finance Fund City of Toledo, Lucas County Port Authority, Organized Neighbors
Yielding Excellence (ODYX)

CHURCHES : New Life Church of God & Christ, New Life COGIC Missions, New Life COGIC Church School, Redemption Baptist Church,
St Paul Missionary Baptist Church, St Martin de Porres, Southern Missionary Baptist Church, Mt Pilgrim Baptist Church, St. Philip Lutheran
Church, Bethesda Christian Church, Grace Presbyterian Church.

Business, C Brown Funeral Home, Commodore Perry Federal Credit Union, Earl Enterprises LLC, The House of Day, Logan Creek Construction
Company, Midwest Urban Newspaper, Mo’s Market, Nabil’s Next Day Sign, Platinum Creations Hair & Nail Salon, Po- Mo’s, R.C. Olmstead,
Inc. ,The Toledo Journal, Quality Time Day Care, Whittington Group Realty,

Organizations: ALPHA PHI ALPHA Fraternity (ALPHA XI LAMBDA CHAPTER),
Maumee Bay Club NANBPWC, INC., Perry Burroughs Democratic Women’s Club, Toledo Chapter Coalition of Black Trades Union.

Clergy: Bishop Edward T Cook, Pastor Darian N Banks, Pastor Clyde Beverly & First Lady Michelle Beverly, Rev. Raymond Bishop, Pastor Glen
D Burel Sr, Minster Charles E Chandler, Pastor Robert A Culp, Rev. Dr. Donald Perryman, Rev Dr John E Roberts, Pastor Talmadge J Thomas,
Pastor Troy Thomas, Rev. Robert P Wormely, Pastor William Terry, Rev. Kevin J Bedford, Mother Bernice Roberts, First Lady Sheila Cook, First
Lady Willetta Perryman,

Officials: Commissioner Tina Skeldon Wozniak, Jeanine Perry State Representative, Councilman Joe McNamara, Councilwoman Wilma Brown,
Wade Kapszukiewicz Lucas County Treasurer, Vallie Bowman English, Ian B English Esq., WilliAnn Moore, Brenda Hill, Joanna Baron Atty.,
Eddie M Cole Atty., Myron Duhart Atty., Toby Fey Atty., Keith Wilkowski Atty., Barb Wilkowski, Barbara Cobham, Suzette R Cowell, Shawn
Cowell, George W Cowell Jr., Edwin Mabrey, Leo D Martinez, Maria E Martinez, Ed Phillips, David Smith, Frances Smith, Cheryl Tyler-Folsom,
Ray Wood.

Community : Eve Allen, Jewyana Anderson, Eric Baldwin, Mira Banks, Dale Barnhill, Queen Esther Barringer, Debra Beene, Rozein Beene, Mr.
& Mrs. Tony Bivens, Arlene Bond, Henry Boyd, Anita-Hackett-Braswell, Charsena Braswell, Carol- Jean Brazzel, Drenda Brooks, Gwen Brown,
Leona Brown, Michael A Cancel Sr., Ernestine Carter, John Chapman, Russell Chapman, Felton Chatman, Lamont Chenault, Leona Chenault,
Anita Cobb, Rufus Coffey, Charlest Coley, Reginald Coley, Dennis Conley, Gloria Conner, Branden Mykal Cook, Manhattan Michelle Cook,
Barbara Corggens, Andre L Cowell Sr., Kevin Cowell, Ruth L. Cowell, Sharon D Crawford, Lester Crump, Marquisa Darden, Jeanette Davis,
Martha N Ramey-Dewalt, Janice Edwards, Shirley A Thomas El, Patricia Y Ellis, Rose E Bonhart Ellis, William H Ellis Sr, Percy Evans, Virginia
Evans, Taundra Ezell, Priscilla Fletcher, Josh Floyd, Mary Floyd, Janice Fryar, Verbie Garland, Del Grace, Kelli Grace, Stanley Graves, Gertrude
Green, Ralph Green, Harriett Hardy, Yvonne Harper, Corene Harris, Doreen Harris, Mary D Hooks-Harris John & Mary Hawkins, Lester & Vera
Haynes, Victoria Scott-Hayward, Patti Henry, Sylvia Hewitt, Aviance Hill, Mozell Hill, George Hillard, Gloria Hillard, Gabrielle Hinton, Roy
Holloway Sr., Holly Hodge, Eirgie | Hughes, Albert J Hunter, Lucile Hutton, Thomas Hutton, Willie Jackson, Martin Jarret, Elaine Baker-Johnson,
Gary Johnson, Jacqueline Luckett-Johnson, Jamie Johnson, Lee Johnson Jr., Anthony Q Jones Sr. Anna M Jones, Larry A Jones, Alto King III,
Alto King Sr., Terri King, Delores Latson, Barbara Lee, Willie Lee, Lisa K Linear, The Lockett Family, Yulonda McClure-Logan, Will Lucas,
Larnzy McClelland Sr., Theressa McClendon, Donald H McCreary, LueDell F Martin, Pamala Matthews, Paula Mayes, Eddie Merrell Jr., Robert
Montgomery, Teresa Moore, Dorine Mosley, Lavern Mosley, Mr. & Mrs. Johnnie Palmer Sr., Linley Pickett, Bernadine Powell, James Powell,
Greg Powell, Gayla C Price, Desiree Rayford, Lionel Rayford, Selma Rankins, Nell Roach, Doris M Roberts, Sharlene K. Roberts, Charles Rowan,
Odessa Rowan, Lee Russell, DeLise Simmons, Sean Simmons, James Simpson Sr, Charlesena Smith, Chris Smith, Shirley Smith, Virginia
Haywood-Smith, Wanita Smith, James Snodgrass Sr., Tracee Perryman- Stewart, Robert W. Stiegel, Lynn Storum, Antonio Stuart, Cornell
Talley, Pierrette Talley, Mattie Taylor, Monique Talley, Dorothy Tarver, Lillie Watkins, Charles B Welch, Twyla Lorraine Wheaton, Evangelia
White, Anderson N Whitt, Vincent Wiggins, Edith Williams, Felesha Williams, Jane Williamson, J.T. Williamson, Dorothy Willis, Edward Willis,
Pamela Wilson,
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e King Holiday
hasbecome iconic
formany African-

Americans, representing the
struggle for racial equality
and real freedom in a nation
that still held slaves after
declaring its independence
from a tyrannical power.

However, formany Ameri-
cans, King Day is just an-
other Monday holiday with
little real meaning. Despite
annual civic ceremonies and
celebrations of King’s life
withrecordings ofhis “I Have
a Dream” speech blasting
through the auditoriums of
public schools, colleges, and
universities, many Ameri-
cans probably don’tobserve
the day as anything more
than a day off from work —
provided they are lucky
enough to work at a site that
recognizes the holiday.

Those who do celebrate
the holiday, often with great
reverence and enthusiasm,
see King as an almost messi-
anic figure who has reached
mythic proportions in the
years since his death. Yet,
the central ideology of his
movement — nonviolent re-
sistance- while employed by
everyone from gay rights
activists to anti-abortion,
pro-life groups — seems lost
on a generation as accus-
tomed to school shootings
and terrorists attacks as
King’s generation was to
“whites only” signs on pub-
licrestrooms and water foun-
tains.

“Nextweek, the nation will
celebrate (ormerely acknowl-
edge) the birthday of the
most popular and prophetic
protester of 20th century
America—Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.” writes Sean
Gonsalves. “And while the
commercialized (let’sallhold
hands and sing “We Shall
Overcome”) image of Dr.
King is praised from Cape
Codto California, collecting
dust in the archives is an
address the Gandhi apostle
gave on April 4, 1967 — ex-
actly one year before he was

assassinated during a cam-
paignto help sanitation work-
ers on strike in Memphis.”
The speech Gonsalves
refers to is not “I Have a
Dream” or the famous “I've
Been to the Mountaintop”
speechmade the night before
King’s death. Gonsalves is
talking about a speech called
“A Time to Break Silence,”
given at Riverside Church in
New York City. “True to his
theologicalroots, King spoke
out against what he consid-
ered to be an unjust and ‘im-
moral war’ in Vietnam,” con-
tinues Gonsalves.
Although protest against
the war seemed a logical pro-
gression for a movement
based on nonviolent resis-
tance, King’s decision to
speak outagainst the war was
not without controversy.
However, despite his suc-
cessinthe Civil Rights Move-
ment, King had already expe-
rienced opposition according
to the African-American Al-
manac:
“In the north, King soon

MmﬂW

EXPERTISE

A Triumph of Human Will: The Nonviolent
Legacy of Martin Luther King, Jr.

By Geneva J. Chapman,
Sojourner’s Truth Reporter

discovered that young and
angry blacks cared little for
his pulpit oratory and even
less for his solemn pleas for
peaceful protest. Their dis-
enchantment was clearly one
of'the factors influencing his
decisiontorally behind anew
cause and stake out a fresh
battleground: the warin Viet-
nam.

“Although his aim was to
fuse a new coalition of dis-
sent based on equal support
for the peace crusade and the
civil rights movement, King
antagonized many civilrights
leaders by declaring the
United States to be ‘the great-
est purveyor of violence in
the world.”

“The rift was immediate.
The National Association for
the Advancement of Colored
People NAACP) saw King’s
shift of emphasis as ‘aserous
tactical mistake;’ the Urban
League warned that the ‘lim-
ited resources’ of the civil
rights movement would be
spread too thin; Ralph
Bunche felt King was under-
taking an impossible mission
in trying to bring the cam-
paign for peace in step with
the goals of the civil rights
movement.

“From the vantage point
of history, King’s timing
could only be regarded as
superb. As students, profes-
sors, intellectuals, clergymen
and reformers of every stripe
rushed into the movement,
King turned his attention to
the domestic issue which, in
his view, was directly related
to the Vietnam struggle: the
War on Poverty.

“He threatened national
boycotts and spoke of dis-

rupting entire cities by non-
violent camp-ins. With thisin
mind, he began to draw up
plans for a massive march of
the poor on WashingtonD.C.,
itself.” (The African-Ameri-
can Almanac, 7" edition, Gale,
1997)

The progression of Dr.
King from preacher to civil
rights leader to anti-war pro-
tester began in his youth.
While at seminary King, be-
came acquainted with
Mohandas Gandhi’s philoso-
phy of nonviolent social pro-
test. Onatripto Indiain 1959,
King met with followers of
Gandhi and during discus-
sions with them, he became
more convinced than ever that
nonviolentresistance was the
most potent weapon available
to oppressed people in their
struggle for freedom. His
greatest living example of “a
man of peace,” as he had al-
ways believed Jesus to be
was the humble Indian.

Gandhi’s life and commit-
menttononviolence unfolded
before King like a tapestry,
depicting inreal life images a
vision he had for his own life
of service.

Wrote Lord Richard
Attenborough who directed
the Academy Award-winning
film Gandhi:

“Mohandas K. Gandhi
was born in 1869 to Hindu
parents in the state of Gujarat
in Western India. He entered
an arranged marriage with
Kasturbai Makanji when both
were 13 years old. His family
later sent him to London to
study law, and in 1891 he was
admitted to the Inner Temple
and called to the bar.

“In Southern Africa he

worked ceaselessly to im-
prove the rights of the immi-
grant Indians. It was there
that he developed his creed
of passive resistance against
injustice, Satyagraha, mean-
ing ‘truth force,” and was fre-
quently jailed as a result of
the protests that he led. Be-
fore he returned to India with
hiswifeand childrenin 1915,
he had radically changed the
lives of Indians living in
Southern Africa.

“Back in India, it was not
long before he was taking the
lead in the long struggle for
independence from Britain.
He never wavered in his un-
shakable believe in nonvio-
lent protest and religious tol-
erance. When Muslim and
Hindu compatriots commit-
ted acts of violence, whether
against the British who ruled
India or against each other,
he fasted until the fighting
ceased.

“Independence, when it
camein 1947, was notamili-
tary victory, buta triumph of
humanwill.” (4 Brief History
of Mohandas K. Gandhi, by
Richard Attenborough)

King was duly impressed
by Gandhi’s successful use
of nonviolent resistance and
wanted to use a similar ap-
proach to ending the oppres-
sion of African-Americans in
the South. “Dismissing the
use of violence as both im-
practical and immoral, Martin
LutherKing, Jr. endorsed the
method of nonviolent protest
stating that this “mentally and
spiritually aggressive” tech-
nique not only avoids “exter-
nal physical violence,” but
“seeks to avoid internal vio-
lence [to the] spirit.”
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In his first book, Stride
Toward Freedom: The Mont-
gomery Story, King wrote
that, “Gandhi was probably
the first person in history to
lift the love ethic of Jesus
above mere interaction be-
tween individuals to a pow-
erful and effective social
force on a large scale.” King
affirmed his conviction that
nonviolentresistanceis “one
of the most potent weapons
available to oppressed
people in their quest for so-
cial justice.”

History had demonstrated
to King the power and poten-
tial of nonviolence. Uponre-
turning from India, King re-
marked that Indiaand Gandhi
had provided a template of
social change, through non-
violent direct action for
blacks in America. “Ileft In-
diamore convinced than ever
before that nonviolent resis-
tance was the most potent
weapon available to op-
pressed people in their
struggle for freedom. The
way of acquiescence leads
tomoral and spiritual suicide.
The way of violence leads to
bitterness in the survivors
and brutality in the destroy-
ers. But the way of nonvio-
lence leads toredemptionand
the creation of the beloved
community. I returned to
America with a greater deter-
mination to achieve freedom
for my people through non-
violent means. As aresult of
my visit to India, my under-
standing of nonviolence be-
came greaterand my commit-
ment deeper.” (“Nonviolent
Resistance,?”
www.standford.edu.)

(Continued on Page 8)

IN HOSPICE CARE

All hospices are not the same. Only Hospice of Northwest Ohio has been serving the community
for 28 years with hospice care as our only focus.

“Their doctors made house calls, and help was available 24/7.”
Hospice of Northwest Ohio has nine doctors fully devoted to hospice care. Plus, assistance and
resources for patients are just a phone call away.

“I told my dad he didn’t have to worry about costs.”
Our expert end-of-life care is typically covered in full by Medicare, Medicaid or health insurance.
In fact, no one is turned away due to inability to pay.

I

“They managed my mom'’s pain so well that she could still enjoy life.”
Our highly-specialized medical team, pharmacist, nurses, therapists and aides will keep your
loved one comfortable so you can better enjoy your time together.

For the most experienced care, insist on the best. Hospice of Northwest Ohio.
To learn more, visit hospicenwo.org. Or call 419-661-4001.
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(Continued from Page 7)

Despite King’s interest
and theoretical commitment
to nonviolent resistance, it
was another African-Ameri-
can who provided the neo-
phyte preacher with the nec-
essary skills thatenabled him
to put the theories into prac-
tice and become a truly non-
violent protester. Forty-four-
year-old Quaker Bayard
Rustin, the unheralded hero
of'the civil rights movement,
became one of King’s most
influential and powerful al-
lies and mentors.

Wrote Buss Haughton:

“Although Bayard Rustin
was one of the most impor-
tant leaders of the American
civil rights movement from
the advent of its modern pe-
riod in the 1950s until well
into the 1980s, his name was
seldom mentioned; he re-
ceived comparatively little
press or media attention, and
others” names were usually
much morereadily associated
with the movement than his
was. His was a behind-the
scenes role that, for all its
importance, never garnered
Rustin the public acclaim he
deserved.

“In 1956, Rustin was ap-
proachedto provide Dr. Mar-

tin Luther King with some
practical advice on how to
apply Gandhian principles to
nonviolence to the boycott
of public transportation then
taking shape in Montgom-
ery, Alabama” (Bayard
Rustin, Civil Right Leader,
by Buss Haughton, 1999.)
King had previous aca-
demicexposureto Gandhibut,
according to Rustin biogra-
pher Jervis Anderson, it was
Rustinwho prevailed onKing
to dispense with armed
guards and to embrace non-
violent action as the trade-
mark of the budding move-
ment. It was also Rustin who
forged links toradicals in the

North.

There was always ner-
vousness among King’s ad-
visors about Rustin’s com-
munist past and his homo-
sexuality, but his organizing
skills and political savvy
proved indispensable. Ac-
cording to Anderson, Rustin
“conceived and charted” the
Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference, along with
Ella Baker and Stanley
Levison. This was to serve as
the organizational mecha-
nism for King’s ascent to
national prominence.

Over the next decade,
Rustinremained a close advi-
sor to King, especially dur-

HAPPY New YEAR

from

Tabernacle rif Faith's
Ministry Staff and Mothers

=01 West Central
419.243.8866

ing moments of crisis.”
(“Bayard Rustinand the Rise
and Decline of the Black Pro-
test Movement,” Stephen
Steinberg, New Politics,
Summer 1997)

“Arguably, the high point
of Bayard Rustin’s political
career was the March on
Washington for Jobs and
Freedom which took place on
August 28,1963, the place of
Dr. Martin Luther King’s stir-
ring ‘IHaveaDream’ speech.
Rustin was by all accounts
the March’s chief architect.
To devise a march of at least
one-quarter of a million par-
ticipants and to coordinate
the various sometimes frac-
tious civil rights organiza-
tions that played a part in it
was a Herculean feat of mobi-
lization.” (Haughton)

Rustin provided King with
the tools, butit was King who
builtthe movement. His strat-
egies are spelled out in the
encyclopedic entry from

www.standford.edu: “In
King’s ‘Letter fromaBirming-
ham Jail,” he laid out the four
basic steps withina campaign
using nonviolent direct ac-
tion: (1) collection of facts to
determine whether injustices
are alive; (2) negotiation; (3)
self-purification; (4) direct
action. Through these steps,
King concluded, the neces-
sary level of constructive
nonviolent tension would be
created.

““Nonviolentdirectaction
secks to create such crises
and establish such creative
tension thata community that
has constantly refused to
negotiate is forced to con-
front the issue. It seeks to
dramatize the ease that can
no longer be ignored,” King
wrote.

“In Birmingham and Al-
bany, protesters trained in
the discipline of nonviolent
resistance responded to the
violence of police dogs, Billy

clubs and fire hoses with
nonviolence. Theirrefusal to
react violently aided the
cause, creating a crisis in Bir-
mingham and creating moral
indignation throughout the
world.”

It was this resolve and
resistance that King brought
to his protests against the
warin Vietnam. Inhis speech,
“A Time to Break Silence,”
King addresses those who
questioned his anti-war
stance. “Why are you speak-
ingaboutwar, Dr. King? Why
are you joining the voices of
dissent? Peace and civil rights
don’t mix, they say.”

On January 16, 2004, J.
William T. Youngs, a history
professor at Eastern Wash-
ington University, recalled
hearing a speech King gave
at Berkeley in May 1967.
“Kingbegan slowly, arguing
that the Vietnam War was
wronginitselfand wrongalso

(Continued on Page 9)
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because it got in the way of
efforts to fight poverty and
discrimination. [His words]
resonate today. ‘We are on
the side of the wealthy and
the secure,’ King said, ‘while
we create a hell for the poor.”
And so Halliburton over-
charges $61 million for oil
shipments to Iraq, and
wealthy Americans enjoy
huge tax breaks while social
programs languish. And how
could King have known al-
most four decades ago how
we would trivialize France,
Germany, and the entire
United Nations with bogus
claims about weapons of
mass destruction in 2003?
Hereis whathe saidin 1967:
‘ Americans are forcing even
their friends into becoming
their enemies. It is curious
that the Americans, who cal-
culate so carefully on the
possibilities of military vic-
tory do not realize that in the
process they are incurring
deep psychological and po-
litical defeat.” Remembering
that moment thirty-six years
ago, when Martin Luther
King spoke these very words
at Berkeley, I still recall be-
ing transfixed by his pres-
ence. I still remember his
amazing conviction. I still
remember seeing the actual
sweat on the actual brows of
that good, greatman. ‘Now it
should be incandescently
clear,” King said, ‘that no
one who has any concern for
the integrity and life of
Americatoday canignore the
present war. If America’s
soul becomes totally poi-
soned, part of the autopsy
mustread ‘Vietnam.’” Alas,
today, as we Americans ac-
cept so sheepishly the news
that we were led so dishon-
estly to war in the Middle
East, Martin Luther King
would likely say, “If
America’s soul becomes to-
tally poisoned, part of the
autopsy must read ‘Iraq.””

What would Dr. King’s
thoughts be on the war in
Iraq? Would he feel the same
way about the “war on ter-
rorism” that he felt about the
“war on communism” in
Southeast Asia?

“Inan era where a federal
holiday has served to both
commemorate and sanitize
the history of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., white
America has forgotten just
how radical and controver-
sial a figure he was in his
time,” writes Geov Parrish in
a January 2004 article for
WorkingForChange.com
titled, “Martin Luther King:
Terrorist?”

Parrish makes his point
graphically. “Let’snotmince
words. Were Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. alive today,
he would be at risk for being
imprisoned indefinitely, with-
out charges or access to le-

gal counsel, as an ‘enemy
combatant.” He would be
decried by powerful figures
inside and outside govern-
mentas, at worst, adomestic
terrorist, at best a publicity
seeking menace whose criti-
cisms of American gave com-
fort to our unseen enemies.
King would not have the
opportunity to engage in
repeated nonviolent civil
disobediences. Media would
be quickly bored by the spec-
tacles; a nation accustomed
to police violence against
protesters yawns at the
tanks, rubber bullets, chemi-
cal weapons, and ‘preven-
tive’ arrests now commonly
used against those who em-
ploy the same tactics King
himself once used. The
felony charges against King
would puthim away for years
—ifhe were allowed to stand
trial atall. The powerful black
religious networks that pro-
duced King and so many
other courageous civil rights
leaders would be attacked
by federal prosecutors as
providing financial support
for terrorism. Church
groups’ tax exemptions
would be lifted; records
would be seized. Charges
would be brought, perhaps
under federal RICO statutes
or Patriot Act provisions.
The FBI harassment that
hounded King throughout
his career would today be
fiercer and subject to no ju-
dicial oversight.”

Perhaps Parrishisright. It
is merely speculation that
King would even protest the
war in Iraq. However, given
his commitment to nonvio-
lent resistance and his his-
toricanti-Vietnam waractivi-
ties at the end of his life, it is
very likely that he would be
part of the peace movement
today.

Those last years of Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr.’s lifeand
political career rarely get
mentioned in the many cel-
ebrations that take place in
hismemory.

Jeff Cohen and Norman
Solomon made the following
observations about King’s
treatment by the media:

“It’s become a TV ritual:
every year in mid-January,
around the time of Martin
Luther King’s birthday, we
get perfunctory network
news reports about ‘the slain
civil rights leader.” The re-
markable thing about this
annual review of King’s life
is that several years — his
last years — are totally miss-
ing. What TV viewers see is
aclosed loop of familiar file
footage: King battling de-
segregation in Birmingham
(1963); reciting his dream of
racial harmony at the rally in
Washington (1963); march-
ing for voting rights in Selma,
Alabama (1965); and, finally,

lying dead on the motel bal-
cony in Memphis (1968).

“An alert viewer might
notice that the chronology
jumps from 19650 1968. Yet
King did not take a sabbati-
calnear the end of his life. In
fact, he was speaking and
organizing as diligently as
ever. Almost all of those
speeches were filmed or
taped. But they’re not shown
on TV. Why?

“It’s because national
news mediahave never come
to terms with what Martin
Luther King, Jr. stood for
during his final years. In the
early 1960s, when King fo-
cused his challenge on le-
galized racial discrimination
in the South, most major
media were his allies.

“Network TV and national
publications graphically
showed the police dogs and
bullwhips and cattle prods
used against Southern
blacks who sought the right
to vote or to eat at a public
lunch counter. Butafter pas-
sage of civil rights acts in
1964 and 1965, King began
challenging the nation’s fun-
damental priorities. He main-
tained that civil rights laws
were empty without ‘human
rights’ —including economic
rights.

“By 1967, King had also
become the country’s most
prominent opponent of the
Vietnam War. You haven’t
heard the ‘Beyond Vietnam’
speech on network news
retrospectives, but national
mediaheard itloud and clear
back in 1967 — and loudly
denounced it.

“Time magazine called it
‘demagogic slander that
sounded like a script for Ra-
dio Hanoi.” The Washing-
ton Post patronized that
“King has diminished his
usefulness to his cause, his
country, his people.”

“In his last months, King
was organizing the most mili-
tant project of his life: the
PoorPeople’s Campaign. He
crisscrossed the country to
assemble “amultiracial army
of the poor” that would de-
scend on Washington — en-
gaging in nonviolent civil
disobedience at the Capitol,
if need be — until Congress
enacted a poor people’s bill
of rights. Reader’s Digest

warned of an ‘insurrection.’

“King’s economic bill of
rights called for massive gov-
ernment jobs programs to
rebuild America’s cities. He
saw a crying need to con-
front a Congress that had
demonstrated its ‘hostility
to the poor’ — appropriating
‘military funds with alacrity
and generosity,” but provid-
ing “poverty funds with mi-
serliness.” How familiar that
sounds today.” (“The Mar-
tin Luther King You Don’t
See on TV,” by Jeff Cohen
and Norman Solomon, 1995).

No, there won’t be any
youths reciting King’s
speeches protesting the
Vietnam War or speculation
about how things might

have changed in this coun-
try had the Poor People’s
March taken place in 1968,
but there are those who re-
memberall of King’slife, in-
cluding those years we never
talk about on King Day.
“This year, even more
than in the past, it has be-
come essential to remember
that King did far more than
have a dream. Along with
Mohandas Gandhi, he was
one of the two most interna-
tionally revered symbols of
nonviolence in the 20" cen-
tury. King is not a legend
because he believed in di-
versity trainings and civic
ceremonies. He is remem-
bered because he took seri-
ous risks and, as the Quak-

ers say, spoke truth to
power. Unfortunately, we
don’t hear his powerful in-
dictment of poverty, the Viet-
nam War, and the military-
industrial complex. Today,
as American soldiers fight
two major wars on the far
side of the world, and the
U.S. military wades quietly
into a halfdozen more—allin
non-white countries —
they’remore timely than ever.
Butit’s not likely we’ll hear
much on the networks of
King pronouncing the spiri-
tual death of a country that
would spend so much to kill
and so little to help people
live. That’s alittle too touchy
nowadays.” (Parrish)
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St. Francis de Sales
High School

Educating Young Men for Over 50 Yeats

FREE TUITION

Through the Ed-Choice Scholarship Program

Students eligible for the scholarship must be
enrolled at the following Junior High Schools:

DeVeaux, East Broadway, Jones
Leverette, McTigue, Robinson

OR

Live in one of the above districts and
attend a charter school

Keon Pearson St. Francis class of 2011
DeVeaux Junior High graduate

Medal winner for having the highest grades in
English, Science, Social Studies, and highest

grade point average in the junior class.

For more information and to take the
High School Placement Test
Please call 419.531.1618
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2010 Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.
Unity Celebration

Dr. King’s non-violent philosophy coupled with his
vision of brotherhood and kinship impacted the civil rights
movement delivering a brush stroke of hope for all people
across a canvas of indifference. We as a people stand
upon the shoulders of Dr. King, who made courageous
sacrifices in his pilgrimage toward a peaceful way of life,
and his legacy will continue to inspire generations in. “If
I can Help Somebody”

Youareinvited tojoinus during a free community-wide
Unity Day Celebration at the University of Toledo’s Sav-
age Hall on Monday, January 18,2010 at9:30am.

Celebrating with us are the Interfaith Mass Choir, the
Central Catholic Ensemble Vocalist Joyce Rush , Mlk
Scholarship winners, local Business Leaders, Community
Leaders, Social Leaders, our youth, and a special tribute
to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

A free community luncheon will immediately follow
this commemoration.

Unity Day is sponsored by The City of Toledo, Board
of Community Relations, Better Community Relations,
Inc. ,The University of Toledo and several community
sponsors including— Black & Veatch, the Ohio Tuition
Trust Authority and ProMedica Health System.

Formore information please call the Board of Commu-
nity Relations at419-245-1565.
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Tilting To The White

By Ajamu Dillahunt
Guest Column

From the stern way that
President Obama dismissed
the Congressional Black
Caucus last month, you’d
think the CBC had insisted
thatevery last dollar of job-
creation money go to Afri-
can Americans.

And from the way some
conservative pundits re-
sponded (columnist
Michelle Malkin, for in-
stance, called it a “shake
down”), you’d think the
CBChad demandedthatthe
Secret Service round up
white folks and force them
to empty their bank ac-
counts and hand the money
over to black folks.

Butofcoursethey didn’t.
The Congressional Black
Caucus made the very rea-
sonable suggestion that 10
percent of the stimulus be
targeted to the poorest ur-
ban areas, where so many
African-Americans live.
Giventhat African-Ameri-
cans are about 13 percent
of the US population, 10
percent is a pretty modest
request.

Yes, people of all races
are suffering mightily in the

Great Recession, the worst
in 25 years. One in eight
families receives food
stamps now. But as our
grandmothers used to say,
when whites catch a cold,
blacks catch pneumonia.
December’s white unem-
ployment rate of 9 percent
is bad, though better than
November’s; but the black
and Latino rates jumped to
the devastating levels of
16.2 percent and 12.9 per-
cent, a 27-year high.

Families survive unem-
ployment better or worse
depending on how much of
a cushion they have. Afri-
can-American and Latino
families entered the reces-
sion withadangerously low
median net worth, accord-
ingtoanewreportby United
for a Fair Economy, The
State ofthe Dream 2010. In
2007, the typical black
household had a net worth
of $17,100; the typical
Latino family had $21,000;
and the typical white family
had $170,400. In other
words, blacks had a dime
of assets for every white
dollar.
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African-Americans have
gotten less than their share
of every federal benefit
since the Homestead Act
handed out land to white
settlers in 1865; since So-
cial Security was set up to
exclude domestic and agri-
cultural workers; and since
the Urban Renewal program
of the 1960s was nick-
named “Negro Removal”
because it replaced torn-
down white apartments but
rarely black apartments.

But with the first black
president,and witha Demo-
cratic majority swept into
office by high black voter
turn-out, we would expect
better than this tilt to the
white.

It goes without saying
that the recent Wall Street
bailout saved the jobs of a
bunch of rich white men.
And of course letting the
estate tax expire was a big
giveaway to mostly white
multimillionaire heirs, since
African-Americans are 34
times less likely to die with
the $3.5 million needed to
trigger that most progres-
sive of all taxes.

Buteventheaid forMain
Street favors less-needy
whites. By asking states for
“shovel-ready” infrastruc-
ture projects, the President
steered the money towards
laid-off construction work-
ers, disproportionately
white menwhorecently had
good jobs, rather than to
human services and other
more diverse occupations.
The Associated Press re-
viewed more than 5,500
transportation projects us-
ing federal stimulus money,
and found that 50 percent
more per person will be
spent in the lowest-unem-
ploymentplaces than in the
communities that need the
jobs most.

By boycotting a key Fi-
nancial Services Commit-
tee vote, the CBC got $6
billion for black communi-
ties added to two bills. Six
billion may sound like a lot
of money, but it’s just one

WE ARE A FULL
SERVICE
BUSIHESS

SERO M. Detroit
Month to Month Leasing

419-476-8674

percentthesize ofthe TARP
financial bailout.

When President Obama
didn’t refuse Van Jones’s
resignation, whenhe didn’t
contest the smokescreen
charges of flakey-petition-
signing and swear-words,
he took a dangerous step
back from the goal Jones
had championed: targeting
the new “green jobs” for
the urban poor.

A fairjobs policy would
not have to explicitly spell
out race-equity; literal ra-
cial quotas might be con-
troversial enough to kill a
bill. But as the 2009 “Put
Americato Work Act” pro-
posed, it could require the
government to target job-
creation spending to com-
munities with the highest
unemployment rates, or to
the workers who have been
jobless for the longest time.

President Obamahas ac-
knowledged the existence
of structural racism. He
knows that poor people of
color face additional ob-
stacles that poor whites
don’t have to deal with.

Butwhenhetoldthe CBC
that all he “can do for the
African-American commu-
nity is the same thing [he]
can do for the American
community, period,” he
was operating as if he be-
lieved the tired, old, color-
blind myth that general anti-
poverty programs will
reach every group in need.
Only by affirmatively tar-
geting the communities
pushed backwards by his-
toricracial injustice will re-
covery efforts reach ev-
eryone.

Ajamu Dillahunt, coau-
thor of “The State of the
Dream 2010: Drained, Job-
less and Foreclosedin Com-
munities of Color,” is a
board member of United
JforaFair Economy andthe
Qutreach Coordinator atthe
North CarolinaJustice Cen-
ter.
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Book Review

Martin Luther King by Godfrey Hodgson

€.2009, University of Michigan Press

Legacy of Secrecy by Lamar Waldron with Thom
Hartmann

€.2009, Counterpoint Press

$22.95/ $24.49 Canada

$24.95/ $31.50 Canada

Through It All by Christine King Farris

¢.2009, Atria

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
The Truth Contributor

MARTIN
LUTHER

He might be the elderly
man, gnarled hands caress-
ing a pencil as he tutors a
child inneed of more math
skills.

She may be a fresh-
faced nurse with a gentle
touch, giving comfort to
someone at the end of life.
Ormaybehe’s achild who
stands up to bullies or who
donates her birthday pre-
sents to kids who have
nothing.

Heroes come in all
shapes and sizes, and this
month, we celebrate the
birthday of one giant: Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. By
reading about his life, you
can learn more about his
death, his works, and his
personal story outside his
actions.

I was quite impressed
with Martin Luther King
by Godfrey Hodgson, per-
haps because it’s penned
by aBritish biographerand
journalist who writes about
American politics.

This easy-to-read book
broadly covers the Civil
Rights Movement and Dr.
King’s work, both politi-
callyandsocially. Hodgson

$15.00/ $19.99 Canada

includes some of King’s
early background in his bi-
ography, of course, but the
focus is on what happened
between King’s early in-
fluence and his assassina-
tion.

BEG

Interestingly, Hodgson,
who met Dr. King several
times during the Civil
Rights years, also goes fur-
ther by giving readers a
sense of the aftermath in
the years following that day
in April, 1968.

And speaking of that
day, Legacy of Secrecy by
Lamar Waldron with
Thom Hartmann isabrick
ofabook (over 800 pages)
that asserts that the King
assassination was part ofa
years-long conspiracy.

Based on heavy re-
search, interviews and by
combing documents in the
National Archives, the au-
thors say that John F.
Kennedy’s death was the
work of mob bosses who
opposed his work to end
organized crime.

Waldron and Hartmann
also believe that they’ve
uncovered inarguable evi-
dence to prove that Robert
Kennedy and Martin Luther
King, Jr. were likewise as-
sassinated on orders from
the Mafia, and that ongo-
ing political and interna-
tional reasons have kept
the truth from being told.

4 LA

ACY
SECRECY
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IFE ASSASSINATION

923 pages

257 pages

Will we ever know what
really happened? The au-
thors think they do but it’s
up to you to decide for
yourself. Is what they say
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is prooforjustanother con-
spiracy theory? This book
—whichincludes extensive
notes and sources — may
surprise you and it may
change your opinion.

And finally, a treasure:
Through It All by Chris-
tine King Farris, author,
teacherand Dr. King’s sis-
ter.

In this wonderful, per-
sonal memoir, Christine
King Farris writes about
her life and her recollec-
tions. She tells personal sto-
ries of her brother as a
child; of their beloved par-
ents and the horrible death

249 pages

of their mother; of places,
people who set Dr. King
on an early path; and of
faith, friends and family.

I liked this book, partly
because of the warmth it
contains, partly because
it’s a different look at Dr.
King’s life, and partly be-
cause of the pictures
packed inside.

If you’re looking to cel-
ebrate or quietly contem-
plate the life of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., you can’t
gowrong withabook about
him. Pick up these books or
any others and learn more
about this American hero.

Area Office on Aging

Empowaering Older Adults and Their Families

Providing
QUALITY
sarvices that allow you to be as
INDEPENDENT
a8 possible, empowering you bo v
LIFE
to the fullest.

Call: 419.382.0624
8004727277
www.areaofficeonaging.com




The LIMma Truth

Page 12

The Sojourner’s Truth

January 13, 2010

Lima’s Treasure Company Is an Award-Winning
Enterprise

By Sharon Guice
Sojourner’s Truth Reporter

Sarah Ricks Treasure
Company LLC is the cre-
ative idea of a young and
upcoming 24-year-old stu-
dent attending Bluffton
University in Bluffton,
Ohio,

It was a great surprise
to Ricks in May 2008
when she won the Cham-
ber of Commerce Award
for Culturally Diverse
Business of the Year
Award for her custom gift
baskets. She did not know
she had won until it was
revealed at the award cer-
emony.

Ricks has an uncle,
George Ricks, who was
nominated for the same
award and she was
amazed she won because
she believd her uncle
would surely be the win-
ner of the award. Still to-

day she does not know
the name of the person
nominating her for the
award.

Ricks loves to give her
basket gifts to family and
friends. When she had to
do a class presentation in
high school for a business
idea in 2002 producing a
product for sale as part of
a Propaganda technique
of marketing, naturally she
turned to her custom gift
basket for the project.

The first basket Ricks
sold was created with the
help of her younger sister
Elisabeth. A custom bas-
ket was created for a
teacher to celebrate an
anniversary and birthday.
The basket included jew-
elry, gardening utensils,
seeds, flowers and words
of encouragement, gor-

geously wrapped with a
big pretty ribbon.
Afterselling this giftto
a teacher and receiving
the comments and appre-
ciation from others who
saw her baskets, Ricks
began to take other teach-
ers’ orders for baskets.
The business began to
grow as the word spread
about her baskets.
Although Ricks was
selling her baskets, she did
notlether friends and fam-
ily in on the business at
first. She was encouraged
by her mother, Diane, who
eventually found outabout
the baskets but Diane re-
mained firm about Ricks
completing her education
and getting a degree.
Ricks is working on a
double major. She is ma-
joring in business admin-
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istration with a marketing
concentration. She is also
writing and pursuing a mi-
nor degree in English.
Ricks will graduate from
Bluffton College in May
2010.

The 2010 plans for
Ricksincludebuilding new
relationships and
partnering with other busi-
nesses from networking
at a Gift Basket Confer-
ence she attended in Co-
lumbus, Ohio. Atthis con-
ference she was taught
marketing techniques to
project sales.

Ricks’ future plans for
her business include a
store-front location and
supporting the community
through sponsorship. She
also enjoys encouraging
other small businesses
that they can do it too. She
will use her business ad-
ministration degree to help
other businesses learn and
understand the needs of
customers and how to
communicate that in a
simple way.

At the online business
you will find Ricks’ dis-
play of pre-designed bas-
kets with categories of
gourmet chocolates,
meats/seafood, cookies
and cheese cakes.
Themed gifts of spa bas-

kets, novelty, corporate
gifts, infant and toddler,
his and her,and children
gifts. There are also oc-
casion gifts for birthday,
anniversary, get well, con-
dolence, thank you and
weddings. And you will
find special theme bas-
kets, towers of candy, fruit
baskets, and diabetic gifts
and kosher gifts, jewelry
and fresh flowers and
even wine baskets. You
name it; you can find it on
the website.

If by some chance you
can not find exactly what
you are looking for, then
contacting Ricks will be
the next best thing to put-
ting together a gift that
will meet your need to
offer a great gift basket
filled with items that is
sure to please the recipi-
ent of your thoughts of
love towards them.

It’s notall about school
and work for Ricks. She
also enjoys other hobbies
of reading and learning
new things. She says you
can pick up a book and
learn in a couple hours
what it has taken some-
one else their life time to
learn.

Shelovestoplay games
such as UNO, Scrabble,
Spades, WII, bowling and

tennis. She understands
being around family and
friends helps her to stay
on top of life to achieve
her goals and have fun

while doing it.
Ricks website
sarahrickstreasurecompany.com

is where you can locate
the pre-designed gift bas-
kets. If you cannot find
what you desire on the
website, you can contact
Ricks at  419-516-8343
and she will be glad to
design a custombasket for
you, a loved one or your
business.

From the online busi-
ness, gift baskets are sent
directly to your home or
business or the gift recipi-
ent.

Ricks thanks the Lima
community and the Allen
County Chamber of Com-
merce for all of their sup-
port. A lot of people have
encouraged her giving her
advice and rooting for the
success of her business.
“It has been good”, she
states.

You can look for Ricks
and her creative baskets
at the upcoming Black
Achiever Unity Day Expo
on February 27, 2010 at
The Ohio State University
and Rhodes State College
Campus in Lima, Ohio.

(Salad Bar in-
cluded with all
buffets)

Soul Food
Anytime

Order in advance
419-245-0489

Old West End Restaurant

(Corner of Delaware and Collingwood)

Soul Food Buffet (All you can eat!!)
Thursday & Friday Lunch Buffet - $3.99 11 amto 1 pm
Saturday Lunch Buffet - $3.99 —Noon to 2 p.m.

Sunday Buffet - $6.99 —Noon to 6 p.m.
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llluminati In Hip-Hop?? (Part one)

By Michael Hayes
Minister of Culture

Iwon’t waste any time, so
let me start off by saying that
1 think this is the most ridicu-
lous madness that I've ever
seen brainwash so many so
quickly.

In the last year or so there
has been a blaze of videos,
blogs and commentary online
about the supposedly dark
and occultallegiances of some
of hip-hop music’s biggest
and most successful stars.

Videos, song lyrics and
even logos have been seem-
ingly deciphered by a group
of internet wack jobs and
washed-up pseudo-intellec-
tual former music industry in-
siders.

The guilty parties: all hip-
hop moguls, along with
Rihanna and Beyonce.

One of the claims being
made is that Jay Z, Diddy and
50 Cent have a monopoly on
the upper echelons of the rap
world and they are keeping
their power consolidated and
havetaken blood oaths to lock
down the industry so no one
else can get to their level.
Which, honestly, who cares?

The record sales and busi-
ness climate that catapulted
them to the level they enjoy
won’t likely ever return. The
amount of success they’ve
had won’t probably be repli-
cated anytime soon anyway
because the climate is differ-
ent.

Any idiot could tell you
that.

Some of the more disturb-
ing charges being made is that
Jay Zistrying to lead millions
of listeners down the dark path
of satanic worship.

Wow. Just as I'm writing
these words I’'m going back
and forth reading some ar-
ticles people have written on
this subject and just ... wow!

So, hey, I’'msomething like
a writer. If you don’t mind I
would like to address this in
my opinion. Walk with me.

HOWIRONIC?

In high school in the mid
90’s, I was one of the East
Coast conscious hip-hop/neo
soul back packer types. I can
tell you first hand, it was hip-
hop itself that informed the
un-educated masses on the
REAL illuminatti.

WuTang, Nas, De La Soul
and others were the ones

TEACHING us(whichisahip-
hop principle followed by
most of the accused). These
artists TAUGHT us to look at
the symbolism in our cur-
rency, to look at the bogus
political system of our nation,
to look at how we have had
our history stripped from us.

It was hip-hop that taught
us what the true illuminatti
were all about. They warned
us.
I’m thankful for the five
percent references from
Erykah Badu, songs like
“Mathematics” by Mos Def
and the anti-corporate stance
of dead prez.

The conscious music fan
has been aware of secret soci-
eties and unseen forces be-
hind our society. If you are
someone with a collection of
Nas or Erykah Badu or
Wautang, chances are this new
popular topic of illuminatti is
not so new to you.

Like most students of con-
scious hip-hop, I spent years
researching the jewels being
dropped by my favorite in-
dustry heavyweights.

The Rothschilds blood
line, shadow government, un-
dercover super-secret rituals
of high-ranking officials, and
even the line wear RZA spit
about the government put-
ting microchips inthe earlobes
ofnew born babies back inthe
90’s.

A lot of us have already
been hip to the real devious
acts of thereal evil doers. And
we have hip-hop to thank for
that awareness.

ISSUCCESSINMUSIC
GOODORBAD?

One of the claims being
made is that you need a blood
sacrificeinordertosellalotor
records or attain higher levels
of success. But is selling

records selling your soul?

The Fugees sophomoreal-
bum, The Score, was and al-
ways will be an underground
hip-hop album that managed
to sell over 15 million copies
worldwide.

That album was ANTI-es-
tablishment.

Come on ..they publicly
called racist cops BEASTS! I
loveit!

Talib Kweli said it best on
his visit here to UT shortly
afterI graduated: “ifyoudon’t
want to be commercial, don’t
put a price on your music.”

Hetold the crowd that hip-

ButSouljaBoy hasmore influ-
ence over hip-hop’s younger
listeners than any of the
people supposedly involved
in the secret music occult.

Jay Zroutinely tells listen-
ers to not sell drugs, think
through their decisions and
don’tletmoney and fame over
take their spirit. Listen to his
songs, you know all of those
elements are there.

Soulja Boy accepts an
award at a B.E.T. event and
publicly  thanks  his
slavemasters.

Now you tell me who is
doing more damage to young

hop music is commercial. All
music is commercial as soon
as you want to charge a price
forit. Butthe problem is when
peoplesell outinordertomake
aprofitand make music that’s
not who they truly are.

So it is possible to make
money making music and still
succeed without selling your
soul.

With all of the hundreds of
millions of dollars that Jay Z is
worth.

Add that to the hundreds
of millions of dollars that
Diddy, Russell Simmons and
50 Cent are worth—ask your-
self, how much harm are they
doing to their listeners?

Soulja Boy is not a mogul.

listeners?

Black people, music fans
and haters everywhere need
to ask themselves

“Do we want our favorite
musicians to become suc-
cessful?”

Because itseems tome that
we all cheer for them as they
are pushing their way up that
mountain top but as soon as
they get to the peak of the
mountain top, we are finding
ways to push them off. Which
is self hatred, but that’s a
deeper issue perhaps for an-
othertime.

Jay Z, Diddy, Russell and
other moguls have employed
thousands upon thousands
of young minorities, donated
millions to charities and served
as positive examples of how
to mix the worlds of artistry
and business all while telling
the stories of young black
American reality. Their suc-
cess inspires us all.

They have done this for
over a decade. Would you
rather they never existed?

Do you feel we’d be better
off if they never reached the
level of power they currently
hold? OhI getit, youcan’t get
what you want so somehow
it’s their fault.

Smh@that.

RAPMUSICHADMORE
NEGATIVEINFLUENCEIN
THE1990’'STHANITDOES
NOwW

In the 1990’s there was a
shortperiod where anew form
of hip-hop emerged.

It was called Horror Core.
At one point it was just about

who could say the sickest
most distorted rhymes. But it
became away forrappers with

truly satanic messages to
influence fans.

The shock and awe ele-
ment of this sub-genre ap-
pealed to upstart rhyme
spitters like Eminem, Three 6
Mafia and other future rap
heavyweights who only
briefly associated themselves
with this sub-genre.

But people like Esham,
Necro and Brotha Lynch
Hung chose to perfect this
style of music and make a ca-
reer out of psychotic episodes
set to hip-hop tracks.

Honestly, Ibelievein free-
dom of expression so even
though I could never listen to
two minutes of this crap, I
recognize its right to exist the
same way thatdeathmetalisa
sub-genre of rock. If a bunch
of death metal artists can talk
about drinking blood, then
why not let some dumb-ass
rapper calling himself Brotha
Lynch Hung.

Iwon’t be buying it or lis-
tening to it, so who cares.

However.. I do find it ri-
diculous that Jay Z has been
targeted as a rapper using
some kind of secretly-coded
call to satanic worship to in-
fluence fans while an entire
sub-genre full of rappers have

(Continued on Page 14)

The Show The Players Waich

STOP BEING SO SUPRISED!
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Rynard's Barber & Styling Salon
863 W. Central * Toledo, Ohio 43610
For Appointment Call ..... 248.9317
Hair Stylist: Clyde * Dell

Latest Techniques in Hair Styles for Ladies & Men

Houses For Rent
Everything New: Paint, Carpet,
Stove, Refrig. Section 8 OK
MVP Property Management
419-244-8566.

THE C. BROWN FUNERAL HOME, INC.
1629 Nebr venue, 43607

419.255.7682

A BETTER BUSINESS BUR ACCREDITED BUSINESS

START WITH TRUST

IFAILT Waorsn. Hoso: Paseay s
Serviees inglwide; g - L3y Wiadl - Hloowrg- Ik
WHEE - 1 hakhon ar b K

Firor Extpmiabes
Lonbncd Dareel] of S000907 2505

AT HOUSES FOR RENT!!!!
e * SECTION 8 WELCOME!!
= £ Website: www.whittgrouprealty.com
Click on Featured Listings and Navigate
rovr reairs OR call 419.536.7377
Email: propertymanagement@whittgrouprealty.com

-4

Fhnette Batbrdr ey Stptmr' 1.

Hicks Day Care
Where Kids Come First!
George Hicks
Administrator
2469 Maplewood Ave, Toledo, OH 43620
Cell: 419.870.2335, Phone: 419.243.9175
Fax: 419.243.9174

E-mail: ghick3@msn.com * hicksdaycare.com
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Youth Advocate
Hourly, p/t positions serving children and their
families throughout Lucas Co. Mustbe dependable,
consistentand able to serve as a positive role model
for children in community, school, and home set-
tings. Access to an insured vehicle and experience
working w/children and families a must. Flexible
hours, competitive weekly pay and activity reim-
bursement. Spanish speaking a plus but not re-
quired.
Send/Fax cover letter and resume to:
Naketa Jones, Director
1709 Spielbusch Suite 103
Toledo, OH43604
Fax:419-255-3882
Email:lcyap@yapinc.org

Teachers Wanted
Certified K-12teachers and highly qualified appli-
cants sought to tutor after school in students’ homes
in Toledo. Must pass BCI/FBI background checks,
have reliable transportation and be willing to tutor in
students’ homes. Hours are flexible and pay is com-
petitive.
Send cover letter and resume to
toledo@tutoringinyourhome.com or post pre-applica-
tion on www.tutoringinyourhome.com.

PCN: 997268 ~ Academic Program
Coordinator, Civil Engineering:

The Academic Program Coordinator contributes
tothe fulfillment of the university’s mission and vision
by enhancing undergraduate and graduate student
success. The Academic Program Coordinator rein-
forces academic expectations and encourages stu-
dentengagement from the time of enrolimentthrough
graduation by being responsive to the student’s
academic needs. This position promotes the educa-
tional experience of undergraduate and graduate
students to ensure students gain the confidence
essential for their success at the University. This
position pays in the mid $30’s.

This positionrequires:
Bachelor'sdegree
Computer proficiency
Organizational skills
The ability to work with a diverse group of
undergraduate and graduate students

To apply, submit a cover letter (include position
title and job), aresume, as well as three professional
references to: The University of Toledo, Human Re-
sources Department, Toledo, Ohio 43606-3390; Fax
(419)530-1490; or email recruit@utoledo.edu, which
is preferred. Use only one method of application.
Resumes must be received by January 18th, 2010.
The University of Toledo is an Equal Access,
Equal Opportunity, Affirmative Action Employer
and Educator.

Hiring Experienced
Bartenders, servers, kitchen staff
Apply in person
3535 Byrne Rd
Hill Street Blue Café
11a.m.to 5 p.m.

NORTHGATE APARTMENTS
Now Accepting Applications
1 AND 2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
Mature Adult Community for Per-
sons 55 and Older or
Mobility Impaired. Rent
Based on Income.
Heat, Appliances,
Drapes and Carpeting
Included. ASKABOUT
OUR MOVE-IN SPECIAL Call (419) 729-7118 for
details.

Pre-School Teacher
Position requires an associate degree in early
childhood education and one year experience work-
ing with pre-school children. Teaching experience
with Head Start.
Faxresumeto419-475-3999

Ministry Positions

FT & PT ministry positions to support USDA
SNAP elderly outreach demonstrationgrantin Lucas
County . Communication/computer skills and reliable
transportation a must. Experience working with se-
niors and bilingual desirable.

Resumes only to Toledo Area Ministries, 444
Floyd St. , Toledo , OH 43620 .

EOE

For Rent
Beautiful three-bedroom, living and dining room
Full basement, 1 ¥z car garage, deck
247 Majestic
Contact Aisha’s Housing
419-514-40110r419-810-1300

Ads Posted Online at:
TheTruthToledo.com

For Rent
Nice North End section 8 three bedroom home
with garage and fenced yard.
Newly painted. 2508 Locust Street.
$600/ mo plus alarm system.
419-410-7193

Chief Information Officer
Owens Community College invites you to learn
more about this exciting job opportunity at https://
jobs.owens.edu.
Become part of our inclusive culture that
embraces and celebrates diversity.
AA/EOE
Owens State Community College
Toledo, OH
Go to https://jobs.owens.edu for details!

Associate Vice President, Finance /
Controller
Owens State Community College
Toledo, OH
Go to https://jobs.owens.edu for details!

Wanted
| buy diabetes supplies
Call419-740-7162
Please aleave message

L)

Achiocaies flor Baskc
Lsgal | gpaality, Ins
Intake Specialist
Make a Change for the Better with Legal Aid

Advocates for Basic Legal Equality, Inc. (ABLE),
a non-profit law firm that provides free, high-quality
legal assistance to eligible low-income residents of
western Ohio, seeks an Intake Specialist to work with
Legal Aid Line, a national model intake and brief
service system. Legal Aid Lineis theinitial telephone
point of contact for clients of ABLE and Legal Aid of
Western Ohio (LAWO). The position willbe based in
ABLE’s Toledo office. Primary responsibilities of the
position include telephone screening of clientapplica-
tions for financial eligibility, and initial determination of
the nature of the client’s problem for appropriate
referralto a Legal Aid Line attorney or other source of
assistance.

Applicant must have excellent computerand tele-
phone skills; excellent communication skills and be
able to relate to, and work well with, low-income
persons who may be experiencing immediate legal,
financial, or personal stress. Internet and email
familiarity, and word processing experience in a
Windows-based environmentisrequired. Call Center
experience is helpful. Excellent typing skills re-
quired. Spanish speaking ability is highly preferred,
but not required. Compensation is commensurate
with experience; excellent benefits package.

Applications will only be accepted by email. Ap-
plication deadline is January 20, 2010. Send cover
letter, resume, and references (in Microsoft Word or
PDF format) to:

Email: jobs@ablelaw.org
Subject: Intake Specialist Position

Equal access to ABLE’s office is available. Ap-
plicants requiring accommodation to participate in the
interview/application process should contact the email
address listed above. EOE

APARTMENTS
Abundant Life of Perrysburgis a subsidized inde-
pendent housing facility for those 62 or older. We are
located in a beautiful, quiet residential setting in
Perrysburg. Abundant Life offers one bedroom garden
apartments with private patios, in-
doormailboxes, reserved parkingand
busingtolocal grocery stores. Appli-
cations are now being accepted. Call
419.872.35100r419.874.4371

"Lha iihe Wi
C-H-E-C-k-E-R
BLBINESS OPFPORTUNITY

& Foh g

To Place an AD
Call Pam @ 419.243.0007

DIRECTOR OF ADULT SERVICES

The Mental Health and Recovery Services Board
of Lucas County is seeking an individual with proven
skillsin program planning, development, monitoring,
budgeting and fiscal decision making. The Applicant
will have at least a Master’s Degree in a behavioral
health field and must have a current independent
license, e.g., LISW, LPCC, APN Certified in Adult
Psychiatric Services. Dual license in mental health
and AOD disordersis preferred. The Applicant must
have atleast5 years experience inmanagementwith
the above responsibilities.

Qualified applicants should send a letter of inter-
est and resume via e-mail to: Administrative Secre-
tary at netmail@Icmhrsb.mh.state.oh.us by 5 p.m.
January 27,2010.

Forinformation about the Board and to review the
job description visit our website:

www.co.lucas.oh.us/mhrsb

EEO Employer.
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Marchelle Gregory and Family Celebrate 60'" at Dexter’s

Sojourner’s Truth Staff

Chana Crayton, Marchelle Gregory, Shaun Reid, Fairie Woods

Marchelle Gregory’s
family helped her cel-
ebrate her 60" birthday
in grand style at Dexter’s
Jamaican Club on Friday,
January 8.

Among the guests
were her children, Fairie
Woods, Chana Crayton
and Shawn Reid; her hus-
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band Orion Gregorys; sis-
ter Melinda Shands;
brothers Tim and Fred
Reid and a host of neph-
ews, nieces and grand-
children.

Gregory, a native
Toledoan, grew up in the
City Park area and gradu-
ated from Scott High

711 MORAN
TOLEDO, OH 43607

ELELITHIL
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Marchell Gregory and family

School in 1968. She
earned an undergraduate
degree from The Univer-
sity of Toledo in criminal
justice and for many
years worked for the
Ohio Lottery, retiring in
1995. She has been a No-
tary Public for 30 years.

Why Dexter’s? Gre-
gory raised her family in
the neighborhood and her

Church's Chicken

Meals for any Family!
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8¢}

127N
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children, who organized
the event, have fond
memories of the estab-
lishment. They still try to
eat there once a week.
And with a celebration
that included curried
chicken and goat, red
beans andrice and oxtails,
what’s not to remember
fondly?

For Gregory, as she
enters her seventh de-
cade and the second de-
cade of the 21* Century,
these next years will be a
time to travel and to give
back to the community.
Giving back, say her chil-
dren, is her passion.

Melinda Shands, Orion Gregory, Marchelle Gregory, Tim Reid, Fred Reid

Sojourner’s Truth Staff

Would You Marry You?
isboththetitleand the ques-
tion James C. Wadley,
Ph.D., asks in his book ex-
amining the relationship
that you have with your-
self.

A native Toledoan and
graduate of Rogers High
School, Wadley, who now
lives in the Philadelphia
area, returned home last
weekend as the guest of
the Arts & Letters Commit-
tee of the Toledo Alumnae
Chapter of Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority, Inc.

The sorority held a liter-
ary event — book signing
and discussion — with the
authorat Calvino’s Restau-
rant on W. Central Avenue
on Saturday, January 9. The
free event on the second
floor of the restaurant at-
tracted dozens of sorority
members and guests to
meetthe former Toledoresi-
dent.

Wadley,amemberof Al-
pha Phi Alpha Fraternity,
Inc. earned his undergradu-

The Question Is: Would
You Marry You?

ate degree from Hampton
University, his master’s in
education from the Univer-
sity of Kentucky and his doc-
torate in education from the
University of Pennsylvania.

Would You Marry You?
asks you, the reader, over 200
questions about the relation-
ship you have with yourself
and presents the conversa-
tions that you have with your-
self, your friends and your

family.

Sorors Phyllis Wadley
and Karen Sherman-Sorina
organized the weekend
event.

The book can be or-
dered online by logging
onto to
www.authorhouse.com.
To learn more about the
book and the author, visit
www.drjameswadley.com.




