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“The program begins and ends with the students. We now
have those who already have made a giant statement with

their achievements and they are literally all over the country
and the world.”

Happy
Holidays!
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My View
By Jack Ford
The Truth’s Political *December 26-January 1

Kwanzaa!!
Kwanzaa celebration at the Wayman Palmer YMCA; 5 pm each

afternoon; Sponsored by the Toledo Kwanzaa House Committee

*December 30-31
“A Time of Refreshing” Conference: New Testament Church; Noon

and 7 pm on Sunday, 9:30 pm on Monday; Guests – Pastor Jeanette
Williams, Evangelist Sara Barbour of Indianapolis; Musical guests –
Darius Twyman of Detroit, Gerri Brown of Columbus and Sherri McGlown
of Columbus: 419-380-9357

*December 31
Watch Night Services: St. Paul MBC; Guest churches – Third Baptist,

First Antioch Baptist, Church of the New Covenant, United Missionary
Baptist; 7 pm: 419-246-2886

*January 1
Happy New Year!!
New Year’s Day Concert: St. Paul AME Zion; Keith “Wonderboy”

Johnson, The Nevels Sisters and Isaac Simpson: 419-243-1065

*January 5
BGSU Financial Aid Workshops: Lenhart Grand Ballroom of Bowen-

Thompson Student Union; 9 am to noon, 1 to 4 pm; An overview of the
financial aid process will be provided at both sessions, along with
information on how to complete the Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA), discussions on scholarship opportunities, other
types of aid – including grants and loans – and payment processes: 419-
372-2651

*January 21
Northwest Ohio Black Media Association presents the Martin Luther

King Jr. Basketball Classic. Owens Community College, Student
Health Activities Center. 1:00 p.m. Scott Bulldogs vs. East Chicago
Central HS (Defending Indiana Class 4A State Champs.) 3 p.m. Libby
Cowboys (Defending Toledo City league Champs) vs. Saginaw HS
(Defending Michigan Class A State Champions.) 1-419-215-1087

2008 Dr. Martin Luther King Unity Celebration: UT Savage Hall; 9:30
am; Community luncheon at 11 am; Sponsored by the City of Toledo and
the Board of Community Relations; Musical guests include the Clarence
Smith Community Choir, Lisa Hightower and Joyce Rush: 419-245-
1565

25th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King “Oratorical” Contest: Sponsored
by The “Ghanaian” Foundation “Step Up, Toledo;” Civic Center Prom-
enade Hall; 9 am to 3 pm; Open to students K-12; Senior High winner
receives a $500 scholarship award: 419-868-8396

*January 26
24th Annual Conference for Aspiring Minority Youth: UT Student

Union; 8:30 am to 1 pm; Keynote Speaker Byron Pitts of CBS National
News; Breakout sessions for students and parents start at 10:30 am:
419-530-3820

Two weeks ago we had
a column in this paper by
Warren Woodberry ask-
ing whether I was passing
on my political know how
to the next generation.
Specifically, it was sug-
gested that I quietly meet
with those who could ben-
efit from such advice.

The quick answer is no
and no.

The longer answer is
that I did just that for over
10 years as state repre-
sentative and mayor. Any
prot�g�es, if you can call
them that, went on to be-
come lobbyists (Derrick
Clay),  Columbus city
counci lmen (Kevin
Boyce), state workers for
Governor Ted Strickland
(Allan Bannister) and law
students (Megan Vahey),
along with a wide assort-
ment who now work on
other levels of govern-
ment and a few who man-
aged to dodge the axe that
Carty Finkbeiner wielded.

At this stage of what is
now a 41-year public ser-
vice career, I am picking
and choosing what I want
to do. But in the spirit of
Mr. Woodberry’s column,
I will suggest again some
entry spots for individu-
als interested in the politi-
cal landscape.

We are coming up on
the deadline to file for pre-

cinct  (neighborhood)
leader. Go down to One
Government Center, third
floor, and ask for a pre-
cinct committeeman filing
form.

Then walk your neigh-
borhood and get at least
five registered voters to
sign a petition for you. Do
not sign your name to a
petition you are circulat-
ing. That is a no-no.

When the March pri-
mary arrives, your name

will be on the ballot in your
neighborhood. If you win,
you will become part of the
party committee which de-
cides who the next chair-
man wil l  be.  This  is
grassroots politics and can
be pretty exciting.

You may want to go to
the Republican or Demo-
cratic Convention this
summer. You must sign up
to become a delegate right
now. You have about a
week to get your petition
for candidacy in to state
headquarters. You can get
a copy on line and file on
line.

Conventions are great
fun but you have to be
elected to attend. I spoke
at the last two conventions
and it was a great honor to
speak in front of 20,000 at
the hall and in front of mil-
lions watching worldwide.
How did I wrangle such an
honor? An old friend from
law school used to play
cards with Donna Brazile,
the political strategist who

oversaw Al Gore’s cam-
paign in 2000.

Brazi le  promised a
speaking spot if I pledged
to support Gore for presi-
dent. I did and she deliv-
ered. When John Kerry ran
for president in 2004, I was
mayor and had supported
him very heavily. I was told
that the Neilson ratings for
my time slot speaking at
the 2004 convention was
over seven million view-
ers.

One funny little thing
was that an old girl friend
from Ohio State saw me on
television speaking for
Kerry. She tracked me
down after 35 years. I think,
for a moment, she regret-
ted dumping me at OSU so
many years ago.

Finally, you might want
to run for the state party
committee person. This is
a little known position that
ostensibly sets policy for
the state Republican and
Democratic parties. Last
time out, Carty won over
Frank Szollosi and myself.
Anyone can run for this
position and a victory
places you high up in the
state party organization.

So, trot on down to the
Board of Elections, third
floor, One Government
Center. Get your petitions
filled out and place them
on file. Pronto!

Contact Jack Ford at
jack@thetruthtoledo.com

“I spoke at the last two conven-

tions and it was a great honor to

speak in front of 20,000 at the hall

and in front of millions watching
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Illinois Sen. Barack Obama
would defeat all five of the
top Republicans in prospec-
tive general election contests,
performing better than either
of his two top rivals, a new
Zogby telephone poll shows.

His margins of advantage
range from a four percent edge
over Arizona Sen. John
McCain and a five percent
edge over Arkansas’ Mike
Huckabee to an 18 percent-
age point lead over Mitt Rom-
ney of Massachusetts, the
survey shows. Against New
York’s Rudy Giuliani he leads
by nine percent, and against
Fred Thompson of Tennes-
see he holds a 16 point edge.

Romney Huckabee
Giuliani McCain T h o m p -
son

Obama O b a m a
leads 53%-35% O b a m a
leads 47%-42% O b a m a
leads 48%-39% O b a m a
leads 47%-43% O b a m a
leads 52%-36%

The telephone survey in-
cluded 1,000 likely voters
nationwide and carries a mar-
gin of error of +/- 3.2 percent-
age points. The poll was con-
ducted Dec. 12-14, 2007.

Democrat Hillary Clinton
of New York would defeat
Romney by a narrow 46 per-
cent to 44 percent margin and
Thompson by a 48 percent to
42 percent margin. She would
lose to Huckabee 48 percent
to 43 percent, to Giuliani 46

Poll Shows Obama Best Bet
for Democrats at the
Moment

percent to 42 percent, and to
McCain by a 49 percent to 42
percent margin. The data sug-
gest that Clinton has im-
proved her position slightly.
A November Zogby Interac-
tive poll showed her losing
by small margins to all five of
the top GOP candidates.

Romney
Huckabee Giuliani
McCain Thompson

Clinton C l i n t o n
leads 46%-44% Huckabee
leads 48%-43% Giul iani
leads 46%-42% M c C a i n
leads 49%-42% C l i n t o n

leads 48%-42%
Democrat John Edwards of

North Carolina would beat
Romney, Huckabee, and Th-
ompson, but would lose to
Giuliani and McCain, the
Zogby survey shows.

Romney Huckabee
Giuliani McCain Thompson

Edwards Edwards
leads 50%-38% Edwards
leads 47%-41% G i u l i a n i
leads 45%-44% M c C a i n
leads 46%-42% Edwards
leads 51%-35%

Sojourner’s Truth Staff

After a bit of arm twist-
ing from President of City
Council Michael Ashford,
Mayor Carty Finkbeiner
agreed to cough up
$55,000 from the city’s
coffers to use along Dorr
Street and help small busi-
ness owners with fa�ade
improvements,  much
along the lines of previ-
ous legislation passed for
the benefit of businesses
on Reynolds.

The mayor, however,
enhanced his package to
$100,000 and presented a
proposal designed to
council to use Community
Development Block Grant
funds – from the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and
Urban Development.

Ashford has yet to
place the new legislation
on the City Council
agenda. His objection?
The new requirements for
approval are far to cum-
bersome.

The mayor fired the

Trouble Along Dorr Street?
first salvo in the govern-
ment squabble last Friday
as The Truth was going to
press.

Dear President Ashford:

It has come to my atten-
tion that you have refused
to place the amended Dorr
Street Fa�ade Program
Legislation onto City
Council’s agenda. This leg-
islation almost doubles the
amount of funding being set
aside to assist business
owners with fixing up their
establishments. I would
think you would support
legislation to improve this
program. This legislation
is intended to amend ordi-
nance 725-07 to identify a
more appropriate funding
source, increase the over-
all support of money for the
program to $100,000, and
extend the eligible bound-
ary to Parkside. I would
also like to point out that
the original passed by City
Council, bypassed the re-
view of the Departments of

Law and Finance. To ac-
cept these critical omis-
sions would place both
the Mayor and City Coun-
cil in jeopardy.

If Council is given the
opportunity, by you as
president, to review the
newly revised Dorr Street
Legislation, they will see
it stands to benefit the
community and offer a
substantial financial in-
centive for businesses on
Dorr Street to partner
with us.

From Toledo – an In-
ternational Award Win-
ning City!

Carty Finkbeiner,
Mayor

Handbags to be auc-
tioned at YWCA Purse Auc-
tion fundraiser in July, 2008

 The YWCA received 25
gently used handbags from
the Dillard’s Semi-Annual
Handbag Trade-In Event
which will be donated to their
third annual Purse Auction
to be held the summer of 2008.
“Our Purse Auction has been
a very lucrative fundraiser as
well as being a lot of fun. We
are so appreciative of this

YWCA of Greater Toledo Benefits From
Dillard’s Handbag Trade-in Event

generous donation from
Dillard’s. It will give us a great
head start for our own event
which ultimately will bring in
additional needed funding for
the YWCA,” comments Lisa
McDuffie, CEO of the YWCA
of Greater Toledo.

Dillard’s department
store, located in Westfield
Shopping Town at Franklin
Park in Toledo, recently held
their Semi-Annual Handbag
Trade-In Event. Women who

donated handbags that were
used but in good condition
received a discount on a new
regular-priced handbag pur-
chase of $50 or more. “This is
the fifth year for this event.”
states Emily Koebel, manager
of Accessories for Dillard’s.
“We received more than 200
gently used handbags and
were so successful that three
local charities were able to
benefit.”
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By Fletcher Word
Sojourner’s Truth Editor

In the spring of 2008 a
group of about 50 eighth grad-
ers will enter Toledo EXCEL,
a scholarship incentive pro-
gram which strives to pre-
pare students who are mem-
bers of groups
underrepresented in higher
education – African-Ameri-
can, Latino, Native Ameri-
cans, Asian American – for
success in college.

This will be the 20th such
class to enter the program
founded in 1988 and they will
sit side by side with the 16th

graduating class, high school
seniors who will be about to
embark on their college ca-
reers.

After 20 years, there can
be no doubt about the impact
of the EXCEL program on the
lives of the hundreds of mi-
nority students who have
participated, says David E.
Young, interim director of The
University of Toledo Office
of EXCELlence and Toledo
EXCEL.

“The program begins and
ends with the students,” says
Young of how one can mea-
sure such success. “We now
have those who already have
made a giant statement with
their achievements and they
are literally all over the coun-
try and the world … folks in
the political world, writing
television and movie scripts,
attorneys, engineers, educa-
tors …”

Young is in his third year
of heading the program that
was led for so long – since its
inception – by the estimable
Helen Cooks, Ph.D., who re-
tired several years ago.

“EXCEL was the brain-
child of several people who
were members of the UT com-
munity,” Cooks told The
Truth a number of years ago.
“They included Lola Glover,
executive director, Toledo’s
Coalition for Quality Educa-
tion; Edrene B. Cole of the
Toledo Public Schools; Dr.
Edward Nussel, assistant
dean of the college and Dr.
Alice Skeens, assistant to

David E. Young and Toledo EXCEL: Measuring Success
Through the Achievements of Its Graduates

UT’s president, among oth-
ers. We wanted to see the
university become more in-
volved in the minority com-
munity.”

The first result of that col-

laboration was the First An-
nual Conference for Aspir-
ing Youth that was held in
January 1985 for just over 200
students. By the time of the
fourth conference in 1988, just
as the EXCEL program was
starting, the attendance at the
conference had grown to over
1,600 students.

This year’s conference,
the 24th in the series, will be
held on January 26 at the UT
Student Union from 8:30 a.m.
to 1:00 p.m. Byron Pitts, a
reporter for CBS National
News, will be the keynote
speaker.

The Toledo EXCEL pro-
gram is one of several pro-
grams administered by
Young and his staff at the
Office of EXCELlence. They
also manage the Toledo Prep/
Tech, a math and science
enrichment program spon-
sored collaboratively by UT
and the Engineers Founda-
tion of Ohio; Gear Up Toledo
Students, a federally-funded
math and science enrichment
program designed to stimu-

late the academic achievement
of low income and ethnic mi-
nority students; Upward
Bound, a federally-funded
college access program de-
signed to assist low-income

and potential first generation
college students and Student
Support Services, a federally-
funded program designed to
serve first-generation, low-
income and/or disabled stu-
dents and help them succeed
in college.

Toledo’s Gear Up program
lost its grant for the current
academic year and is on hold,
but Young fully expects to
have it back in the Office of
EXCELlence fold shortly.

The EXCEL Program,
which if funded by primarily
by UT with assistance from
Owens Illinois and Owens
Corning, is the jewel of the
group. EXCEL takes in 50
eighth graders annually and
promises them a full scholar-
ship at UT upon graduation
from high school and the suc-
cessful completion of the pro-
gram. Among the services
EXCEL offers high school stu-
dents to increase their self
esteem, cultural awareness of
diversity and civic involve-
ment are Saturday School,
summer institutes, tutoring,

academic retreat weekends,
campus visits, strategic ad-
missions and financial aid
advising and ethnographic
field studies both in the
United States and Abroad.

In addition, for the last 12
years EXCEL has had a part-
nership with the Orlando
West High School in Soweto,
South Africa. South Africa
has been the destination of a
number of such ethnographic
field trips for EXCEL stu-
dents.

“We’ve donated all the
books in their library,” says
Young. “And we’ve donated
equipment, phone systems
and sound systems to the
school.

Young is particularly ex-
cited by the Soweto connec-
tion. “Orlando West High
School played a critical role
in the anti-apartheid move-
ment,” says Young. “EXCEL
students have done a com-
parative study of the Civil
Rights Movement/black
power movement and the
anti-apartheid movement.”
The first person who was
killed in the modern anti-
apartheid movement, in fact,
was a student at Orlando

West named Hector Peterson
who is today memorialized
on the campus.

Young is also excited by
the prospect that Orlando
West students will soon be
enrolling at UT. He’s hoping
that 10 will arrive for the 2008-
2009 academic year.

“There are a number of
stunningly brilliant students
there with a passion for learn-
ing and knowledge,” says
Young. “They are much
fresher from their struggle,”
he notes of the general South
African desire for education
especially compared to their
American counterparts. “As
a people we have gotten com-
placent,” he says.

Before his appointment as
interim director of the Office
of EXCELlence, Young
served as director of the Stu-
dent Support Services and
Upward Bound and for two
years, he served as president
of the Ohio Association of
Educational Opportunity
Program Personnel and board
member of the Mid American
Association. He is currently
chairman of the Ohio
Association’s Legal Con-
cerns and Constitutional Is-

sues Committee.
A Toledo native, Young

has spent his entire life in the
Glass City. A graduate of St.
John’s Jesuit, Young earned
his bachelor’s degree from
UT in psychology and is cur-
rently working on his mas-
ters in higher education. Now
in his 18th year at UT in one
role or another, he has been
assistant to the UT Dean of
Students, and an advisor to
the Black Student Union, the
Inter-fraternity Council, the
UT Gospel Choir and the
Council of Black Greek Orga-
nizations.

Young is presently a mem-
ber of the UT President’s
Commission on Diversity. He
is also a motivational speaker
who has addressed more than
30 conferences as well as high
schools, universities and
churches in the Midwest.

An ordained elder, Young
serves on the ministerial staff
at Toledo’s New Life Church
of God in Christ under Pastor
Edward Cook. He and his
wife, Brenda, are the parents
on one son, James Jelani Akil
Young.

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A CAREER

THAT WILL TAKE YOU TO NEW

HEIGHTS?

The Toledo Fire and Rescue Depart-
ment, as Equal Opportunity Employer, 
is seeking candidates like you, men and 

Paramedic. Interest cards are now being 
accepted. Must be between the ages of  
18 & 34 and have a high school diplo-
ma or GED at time of  written test.

For more information

2201 Ottawa parkway, Toledo, OH 43606 or 

Call 419.245.1564

To Complete an interest card online,

Visit our website at:

www.ToledoFireRecruitment.com
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By Geneva J. Chapman,
Sojourner’s Truth Reporter

“I saw the beauty when I
walked in!” exclaimed com-
munity activist Larry Baccus
as he entered the auditorium
of the Kent Branch Library,
Saturday, December 15, 2007,
for the Art Tatum African-
American Resource Center’s
annual Kwanzaa Workshop.
The beauty that had him en-
thralled was a colorful dis-
play of African and African-
American art provided by
workshop facilitator Doris
Greer.

Neighborhood children
sat at a long table coloring
pages describing each of the
Nguzo Saba (seven prin-
ciples) of Kwanzaa until Rev.
Ken “Kewape” Peterson
started playing his African
drums.

As always, Kewape en-
listed the help of the young
people to play various per-
cussion instruments, includ-
ing a beautiful shekere from
Greer’s collection. They
played and sang several Af-
rican call and response songs
until time for the workshop to
start.

Kwanzaa Workshop at Kent Branch Appeals To Young
Participants

Greer kept the half dozen
or so children ranging in age
from about eight to about 12
or 13 up front to assist her in
her presentation. She started
by explaining the purpose and
history of Kwanzaa, a non-
religious holiday created by
Dr. Maulana Karenga.

“It’s honoring our Afri-
can heritage,” she said. “Af-
rica is not a country. Africa is
a continent.”  Greer used an
interactive map of Africa to
show how the continent has
changed over the centuries.
Johnny Taylor asked her to
point to Tanzania on the map
in east Africa.

“Dr. Karenga went there
to study the principles,” she
said. “Kwanzaa’s been go-
ing on for thousands of years.
They live by those principles.
That’s where many of your
ancestors came from and
they brought the spirit of
Kwanzaa with them.”

Greer explained all of the
artistic pieces on display and
gave their origins. “Each thing
you see here represents dif-
ferent countries and tribes,”
she said. Greer pointed out
items from Nigeria, Kenya and
Ghana on the Kwanzaa table

or displayed as art.
She explained each of the

Kwanzaa symbols with the
help of her young assistants
who used their coloring
pages to illustrate the prin-
ciples and ritual items. Mazao
(crops), mkeka (the mat),
kinara (candleholder),
muhindi (the corn), mishumaa
saba (the seven candles)
kikombe cha umoja (the unity
cup) and zawadi (the gifts)
comprised were all laid out on
a table flanked on either side
by curious, eager young
people involved in a new
learning experience.

Explaining the rituals as-
sociated with Kwanzaa, Greer
began with the pouring of
libations in honor of the an-
cestors. When you go to fu-
nerals, don’t throw away the
[obituaries, programs],” she
said. Keep it to remember
those who’ve gone on.”

Her young helpers took
turns reading each of the
Nguzo saba: umoja (unity),
kujichagulia (self-determina-
tion), ujima (collective work
and responsibility), ujamaa
(cooperative economics), nia
( purpose), Kuumba (creativ-
ity) and imani (faith). After

reading about the principle,
each participant put his or
her candle into the kinara,
beginning with the black
candle in the middle, then the
six red and green candles,
three on each side.

The young people who
participated in this educa-
tional workshop had many
questions. One of them was

‘do African names have
meaning?’

To demonstrate, Twyla
Paige’s three grandchildren
who attended the workshop
gave their African names and
the meanings. Many lessons
were learned during the work-
shop, including how in Af-
rica very little is thrown away.

Greer demonstrated this
by showing a doll with clothes
made from a banana peel and

a cape decorated with inter-
esting metallic strips.
“They’re made out of tin
cans,” she said. “We don’t
throw anything away in our
culture.”

She also showed some
jewelry made from coconut
and buffalo horns. Greer held
up an African mask and made
an interesting observation.

“We’re very spiritual,” she
explained. “I did not put my
face in the African mask be-
cause I believe that adage
that the spirit is still there.”

After the workshop, the
young people and adults
who attended examined
Greer’s extensive display of
artistic and historical pieces.
The adults expressed their
amazement at the children’s
attentiveness and interest in

Greer’s presentation.
Everyone happily ac-

cepted flyers from Diane Gor-
don, chairman of the Toledo
Kwanzaa Committee, giving
information about the seven-
day celebration of Kwanzaa
at the Wayman Palmer
YMCA, beginning Wednes-
day, December 26, 2007, and
continuing until Tuesday,

January 1, 2008.
Greer’s presentation

seemed to get everyone who
attended motivated to par-
ticipate in an actual Kwanzaa
celebration. However, Larry
Baccus enthusiasm was cen-
tered around Greer’s presen-
tation. “That’s the best pre-
sentation I’ve ever seen!” he
said.

Rev. Ken “Kewape” Peterson

In Loving MemoryIn Loving MemoryIn Loving MemoryIn Loving MemoryIn Loving Memory

John W. Glover, Sr.John W. Glover, Sr.John W. Glover, Sr.John W. Glover, Sr.John W. Glover, Sr.
April 1934-December 2004April 1934-December 2004April 1934-December 2004April 1934-December 2004April 1934-December 2004

“Unforgettable”“Unforgettable”“Unforgettable”“Unforgettable”“Unforgettable”

Your wife, LolaYour wife, LolaYour wife, LolaYour wife, LolaYour wife, Lola
Your children, grandchildren &Your children, grandchildren &Your children, grandchildren &Your children, grandchildren &Your children, grandchildren &

brothersbrothersbrothersbrothersbrothers
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Sojourner’s Truth Staff

“Raheem has had a
fantastic turnaround,”
said Robinson Middle
School Assistant Princi-
pal  James Jones of
Raheem Belmon, the
school’s Student of the
Month for December.

“There was a time
when I was afraid to see
him coming,” Jones said
of the eighth grader who

has completed a 180 de-
gree turn in his approach
to both academics and
athletics. “Now I know
he’s coming to check on
his grades. He listens and
his attention span has
grown. I’m proud of this
kid for making such a
turnaround.”

There was a lot of pride
expressed for Raheem
last week when Jones and
several adult mentors
gathered to convey the
message of how they are

Robinson’s Student of the
Month Has Come a Long
Way in Short While

attempting to work with stu-
dents from central city
schools.

Keith Jordan of JLJ Vi-
sion Outreach, who directs
the You and Me Program
and has worked hand-in-
hand with Raheem, is in his
second year of bringing his
volunteer mentors into six
schools – Scott, Libbey,
Woodward,  Leveret t ,
Jones and Robinson – in a
12-week session that as-

sists youth in achieving
academic excellence, char-
acter building and devel-
opment, along with finan-
cial stability.

Also present to acknowl-
edge Raheem’s success
was Nckell Copeland, as-
sistant women’s basketball
coach at The University of
Toledo. Copeland, now in
her second year on the UT
basketball staff, spends part
of her time on community
service and is presently
setting up a partnership

between UT and Kids Un-
limited. The goal is to
bring both UT players and
coaches into the commu-
nity to help tutor and men-
tor students.

As for Raheem, the
transition over a year’s
time has indeed been
nothing short of amazing.
“Last year, every other
week, it seemed as if he
was on suspension,” said
Jones. “He had problems,

lots of problems.” This
year, however, Raheem
has developed into a
solid student even as his
basketball skills have dra-
matically improved. He
wants to go to Rogers
High School in order to
play on the basketball
team.

It didn’t take long for
Raheem to appreciate the
motto of the You and Me
Program: “If you strive to
succeed, you will succeed
as you strive.”

BGSU to Host Financial
Aid Workshop Jan. 5

Students admitted to Bowling Green State University for the 2008-09 academic year
and their parents may attend either of two financial aid workshops on campus Jan. 5.

Registration is required for the workshops, which will be held from 9 a.m. to noon and
from 1-4 p.m. in the Lenhart Grand Ballroom of BGSU’s Bowen-Thompson Student
Union.

An overview of the financial aid process will be provided at both sessions, along with
information on how to complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).
Students must complete a FAFSA each year in order to receive financial aid. Those
planning to attend the Jan. 5 event are encouraged to complete the 2008-09 FAFSA on
the Web worksheet, using estimated data, and bring it to the workshop, where BGSU
staff will be available to answer questions.

The day’s other discussions will focus on such topics as scholarship opportunities,
other types of aid – including grants and loans – and payment processes.

Financial aid staff and admissions counselors will also be available to take questions
after each session, at noon and 4 p.m., and campus tours will be offered at 12:15 p.m. and
4:15 p.m. Door prizes will be awarded as well, with grand prizes of two $250 book
scholarships at each session.

Students and their families can register online at http://SFA.bgsu.edu/workshop or
by calling the Office of Student Financial Aid at 419-372-2651.

Special to The Truth

New Year’s Eve is less
than a month away. Has the
babysitter you hired to
watch your children while
you celebrate had formal
babysitter training?

Being a good babysitter
is more than just making sure
kids don’t get into mischief.
A good babysitter success-
fully combines the knowl-
edge and skills associated
with leadership, safety and
safe play, basic care, first
aid and professionalism. 
Pre-teens and teenagers can
learn what they need to
know and what every par-
ent wants in a responsible
babysitter by taking the
Babysitter Training Course
given by the American Red
Cross.

Babysitting Classes
Available Through American
Red Cross

Designed for 11 to 15 year
olds, the six hour Babysitter’s
Training Course instructs stu-
dents how to respond to emer-
gencies and illnesses with first
aid, rescue breathing and other

appropriate care, make deci-
sions under pressure, com-
municate with parents to learn
household rules, recognize
safety and hygiene issues,
manage young children, and
feed, diaper and care for in-

fants.
Two upcoming classes

will be taught at the Greater
Toledo Area Chapter of the
American Red Cross at 3100
W. Central Avenue. Stu-

dents can register for either
the December 27th or Janu-
ary 19th class by calling
419.329.2183 or visiting
www.redcrosstoledo.org.
The fee for the course

is $25.



The Sojourner’s Truth Page 7December 26, 2007

* Pre-Arrangements

* On Line Arrangements

* Counseling Needs

* Cremation Service

* Insurance Available

Phone: 419.534.2550

Fax: 419.534.2570

www.houseofday.com

Email: mday@houseofday.com 2550 Nebraska Avenue
Toledo, Ohio 43607

The House of Funeral Service

“Locally Owned And Operated”
“Our Family Serving Your Family”

Day

Sojourner’s Truth Staff

Santa Claus made an
early visit this year to the J.
Frank Troy Senior Center
and brought with him for
everyone who attended the
annual Christmas lunch at
the Greater Toledo Urban
League-sponsored facility.

This Claus fellow, who
bore an eerie resemblance
to Toledo City Council

J. Frank Troy Members Welcome Santa a Few Days Early
President Michael Ashford,
carried in bags of presents
– more than enough – for
his audience of 30 or so.
The gifts, revealed one of
his elves, were not pur-
chased by public or cam-
paign funds.

“This gives me the op-
portunity to thank you for
opening up your home to
me,” said Claus as he
passed out his holiday of-

ferings. “It’s a special at-
mosphere I truly enjoy.”

Claus makes a habit of
turning out annually for this
event in advance of his
busy Christmas Eve sched-
ule.

Also in attendance was
Paul Hubbard, interim presi-
dent and CEO of the Greater
Toledo Urban League.

Jessie Talley reads her original Christmas poem to fellow seniors

Paul Hubbard and Michael Ashford

Ashford receives letter of recognition from J. Frank Troy members
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Daphne O’Neal has
been selected as an ac-
tor/model for Making
Foster Care Better, a
massive ad campaign
on behalf of foster chil-
dren in Chicago and the
rest of Illinois.

 The National Cam-
paign which began in
August 2007 and airs
nat ional ly on
Superstation WGN un-
til August 2008. The
campaign consists of:

� Daily airs on
WGN Chicago five
times a week.

� PSA to play
during movie previews
in Chicago-area and
other Illinois cinemas
in December.

� Bus and sub-
way placards on Chi-
cago Transit Author-
ity (CTA)

� English and
Spanish language
(four-  color)  bro-
chures.

� T a r g e t e d
newspaper ads in the
Chicago Defender, La
Raza, and various Uni-
versity dail ies and
weeklies.

� Billboards in

Local Actor/Model Lands
National Ad Campaign

Chicago and throughout
the state of Illinois in Feb-
ruary and March 2008.

� WGN radio spots
in English and Spanish.

� Colorful, informa-
t ion-r ich websi te
(www.fosterkidsareourkids.org),
which rounds out the cam-
paign.

Making Foster Care
Better is co-sponsored by
WGN-TV and Voices for Il-
linois Children.

O’Neal is a writer and
editor and former theatre,
dance and opera critic for
San Francisco and Boston-

area newspapers. Some of
these reviews have been
placed in the James Weldon
Johnson library at Yale Uni-
versity. She also does mod-
eling and TV and print com-
mercials. She currently
serves as general manager
of CPLI, a foreign-language
publishing company based
in Berkeley, California.
Daphne is a graduate of
Ottawa  Hills High School
(Toledo Area) and Harvard
Universi ty.  She is  the
daughter  of  Brunet ta
O’Neal, retired Toledo Pub-
lic School teacher, and
Cleveland O’Neal Jr., re-
tired research chemist.

Daphne O’Neal

Toledo (7 Nights)
Kwanzaa Celebration will
be held at the Wayman
Palmer Community Center
YMCA, December 26, 2007
through January 1, 2008,
at 2053 North 14th Street. 
Please enter off of Franklin
Avenue Park Lot. 

Doors will open at 5:00
PM for local vendors, the
in-gathering (program)
will begin at 6:50 PM
nightly. We will empower,
educate, and introduce
new local poets, perform-
ers and dancers during
week long celebration.

  Our special feature will
be one local restaurant per
night (Ruby’s Kitchen,
Robert B’s, Olive Mae In-
ternational and others,
and for the sweet taste we
will have Tea Cake Bak-
ery. Also Kwanzaa will
feature guest speakers,
performance by Tahyah
Dance Studio, Mind Body
and Soul Ballroom.

Kwanzaa Celebration at
Wayman Palmer YMCA


